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T H E  S T A T E  O f  O H I O ,  

C O U N T Y  O f  S T A R K .  
: s s :  

- - - - -  

I N  T H E  C O U R T  OF COMMON P L E A S  

M A R L A  3 .  S P R E A D B U R Y ,  e t  a l . ,  : 
p l  a i  n t i  f f s , : 

v s .  : Case No.  1 9 9 8 C V 1 6 8 1  
1998CV00589  

MERCY M E D I C A L  C E N T E R ,  e t  a l . , :  
d e f e n d a n t s .  

- - - - -  

D e p o s i t i o n  O f  W A L T E R  T E L E S Z ,  M . D . ,  a 

d e f e n d a n t  h e r e i n ,  c a l l e d  b y  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s  f o r  t h e  

p u r p o s e  o f  c r o s s - e x a m i n a t i o n  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  O h i o  R u l e s  

o f  C i v i l  P r o c e d u r e ,  t a k e n  b e f o r e  C o n s t a n c e  C a m p b e l l ,  a 

N o t a r y  P u b l i c  w i t h i n  a n d  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  o f  O h i o ,  a t  t h e  

o f f i c e s  o f  W a l t e r  T e l e s z ,  M . D . ,  2815 A a r o n w o o d  A v e n u e ,  

N . W . ,  M a s s i l l o n ,  o h g o ,  o n  T H U R S D A Y ,  M A Y  20TH, 1 9 9 9 ,  

commenc ing  a t  3:12 p . m .  p u r s u a n t  t o  a g r e e m e n t  o f  

c o u n s e l .  

FLOWER§, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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A P P E A R A N C E S :  

O N  BEHALF O F  THE PLAINTIFFS:  

Donna T a y l o r  K o l i s ,  E s q .  
Donna T a y l o r  K o l i s  C o . ,  LPA 

3 3 0  s t a n d a r d  B u i  1 d i  n g  
C l  e v e l  a n d ,  o h i  o 4 4 1 1 3  

( 2 1 6 )  8 6 1 - 4 3 0 0 .  

and  

G e o r g e  E m e r s h a w ,  E s q .  
M e l i s s a  D .  ~ e r r y ,  ~ s q .  

E m e r s h a w ,  M u s h k a t  & s c h n e i e r  
4 3 7  Quake r  S q u a r e  

A k r o n ,  O h i o  4 4 3 0 8  
( 3 3 0 )  3 7 6 - 5 7 5 6 .  

- - - - -  

O N  BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANT LAURA CAWTHON, M . D .  and  
RADIOLOGY S E R V I C E S  O F  CANTON: 

M i c h a e l  o c k e r m a n ,  E s q .  
B u c k i n g h a m ,  D o o l i t t l e  & B u r r o u g h s  

4 5 1 8  F u l t o n  D r i v e ,  NW 
C a n t o n ,  O h i o  4 4 7 3 5  

( 3 3 0 )  4 9 2 - 8 7 1 7 .  
- - - - -  

O N  BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANTS WALTER TELESZ, M . D .  and  
STARK COUNTY S U R G E O N S ,  I N C .  and  ROBERT P A C K E R ,  M . D . :  

W i l l i a m  A .  Meadows,  E s q .  
R e m i  n g e r  & R e m i  n g e r  

The 1 1 3  S a i n t  C l a i r  B u i l d i n g  
c l  e v e l  a n d ,  o h i  o 4 4 1 1 4  

( 2 1 6 )  6 8 7 - 1 3 1 1 .  
- - - - -  

O N  BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANTS ALEJANDRO S O S ,  M . D .  
and  ALEJANDRO S O S  M . D . ,  I N C . :  

Edward  E .  T a b e r ,  E s q .  
B o n e z z i  , S w i  t z e r ,  Murphy & , P o l  i t o  

1 4 0 0  L e a d e r  B u i  1 d i  ng  
c l  e v e l  a n d ,  o h i  o 4 4 1 1 4  

( 2 1 6 )  8 7 5 - 2 7 6 7 .  
- - - - -  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-801 
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A P P E A R A N C  E S  : 
O N  B E H A L F  OF T H E  D E F E N D A N T S  M A R K  T A W I L ,  M . D .  

a n d  T H O R A C I C  S U R G I C A L  A S S O C I A T E S ,  I N C . :  

~ o c c o  P o t e n z a ,  E s q .  

R o e t z e l  & A n d r e s s  

2 2 2  S o u t h  M a i n  S t r e e t  

A k r o n ,  O h i o  44308 

(330 )  3 7 6- 2 7 0 0 .  

- - - - -  

O N  B E H A L F  OF T H E  D E F E N D A N T  M E R C Y  M E D I C A L  C E N T E R :  

A l i c i a  M .  w y l e r ,  E s q .  

Day ,  K e t t e r e r ,  R a l e y ,  W r i g h t  & R y b o l t  

8 0 0  w i l l i a m  R .  Day B u i l d i n g  

c a n t o n ,  O h i o  4 4 7 0 1  

(330 )  4 5 5- 0 1 7 3 .  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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P L A I N T I F F S '  E X H I B I T S  

I N D E X  

W A L T E R  T E L E S Z ,  M . D .  

P A G E  

M i s s  K o l i s  7 

A - D r .  T e l e s z '  c u r r i c u l m  v i t a e  

B - 9 - 2 3- 9 7  o r d e r  s h e e t  

c - 9 - 2 3 - 9 7  o r d e r  s h e e t  

- - - - -  

M A R K E D  

56  

56 

56 

( F O R  C O M P L E T E  I N D E X ,  S E E  A P P E N D I X )  

( I F  A S C I I  D I S K  O R D E R E D ,  S E E  B A C K  C O V E R )  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI 81 CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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W A L T E R  T E L E S Z .  M . D .  

o f  l a w f u l  a g e ,  a d e f e n d a n t  h e r e i n ,  c a l l e d  b y  t h e  

p l a i n t i f f s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  c r o s s - e x a m i n a t i o n  p u r s u a n t  

t o  t h e  O h i o  R u l e s  o f  C i v i l  P r o c e d u r e ,  b e i n g  f i r s t  d u l y  

s w o r n ,  a s  h e r e i n a f t e r  c e r t i f i e d ,  was e x a m i n e d  a n d  

t e s t i f i e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

1 7  

1 8  

1 9  
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T H E  W I T N E S S :  T e l  e s z .  

M I S S  K O L I S :  T e l e s z ,  am I g e t t i n g  

c l o s e  e n o u g h ?  

We've  n o t  b e e n  f o r m a l l y  i n t r o d u c e d .  F o r  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  p u r p o s e s  on  t h e  r e c o r d ,  l e t  me a d v i s e  y o u  

my name i s  Donna K o l i s ,  ~ ' m  one  o f  t h e  a t t o r n e y s  who h a s  

b e e n  r e t a i n e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  M r .  a n d  M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y  i n  

t h i s  m a t t e r .  

My p u r p o s e  t o d a y  i s  t o  e x p l o r e  f a c t s  

known t o  y o u  a n d  t h a t  may be  a p p e a r a n t  f r o m  t h e  m e d i c a l  

r e c o r d  b u t  I c a n ' t  a l w a y s  r e a d  t h e m .  ~ s k  y o u  some 

q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  y o u r  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  c a r e  a n d  t h e  

t r e a t m e n t  o f  M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y .  

Can I g a t h e r  t h a t  b e f o r e  t o d a y  y o u ' v e  

h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  i n  t h e  p a s t  t o  g i v e  a d e p o s i t i o n ?  

T H E  W I T N E S S :  Y e s ,  I h a v e .  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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MISS K O L I S :  w h a t e v e r  r u l e s  y o u  

w e r e  t o l d  t h e n  p r o b a b l y  s t i l l  a p p l y .  The  o n e s  I w a n t  t o  

r e m i n d  y o u  a b o u t  a r e  t h a t  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  t i m e  I a s k  y o u  

a q u e s t i o n  y o u  n e e d  t o  a n s w e r  i t  v e r b a l l y ;  do  y o u  

u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  r e q u i  r e m e n t ?  

T H E  W I T N E S S :  Y e s .  

MISS K O L I S :  T h e r e  we g o ,  t h a t  i s  

a l w a y s  t h e  t r i c k  q u e s t i o n ,  we  g e t  y o u  t o  n o d  r i g h t  o u t  

o f  t h e  b o x .  

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  a n y t h i n g  I may a s k  y o u ,  

y o u  do n o t  u n d e r s t a n d ,  t h a t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  h a p p e n s  

b e c a u s e  y o u  a r e  a p h y s i c i a n  and  I am a n  a t t o r n e y ,  i f  I 

a s k  a q u e s t i o n  y o u  a r e  n o t  c l e a r  a b o u t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

I ' m  s e e k i n g ,  y o u  h a v e  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t e l l  me t h a t ,  

o k a y ?  

T H E  W I T N E S S :  Y e s .  

M I S  K O L I S :  T h e r e  may come a n  

o c c a s i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  i n  w h i c h  y o u  a r e  t e s t i f y i n g  

t o d a y  t h a t  a n  o b j e c t i o n  w i l l  be  made e i t h e r  b y  y o u r  

a t t o r n e y  o r  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  room.  I w o u l d  a d v i s e  

y o u  t o  w a i t  u n t i l  w e ' v e  r e s o l v e d  t h e  o b j e c t i o n ,  t h e n  

a n s w e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i f  y o u  a r e  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  a n s w e r  i t .  

Do y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e s e  b a s i c  r u l e s ?  

T H E  W I T N E S S :  Y e s .  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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C R O S S - E X A M I N A T I O N  

B Y  M I S S  KOLIS: 

Q. I h a v e  b e e n  handed  b y  y o u r  a t t o r n e y  w h a t  a p p e a r s  

t o  be  y o u r  c u r r i c u l u m  v i t a e ,  w o u l d  y o u  i d e n t i f y  t h a t  

t h i s  i n  f a c t  i s  y o u r  c u r r e n t  c u r r i c u l u m  v i t a e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  t h i s  i s .  

Q *  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  d e p o s i t i o n  we w i l l  h a v e  t h i s  

m a r k e d  a s  P l a i n t i f f s '  E x h i b i t  A .  

why d o n ' t  we go  t h r o u g h ,  s i n c e  t h i s  i s  

t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I ' v e  h a d  a c h a n c e  t o  s e e  t h i s ,  g e n e r a l l y  

t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  l e d  y o u  t o  y o u r  o c c u p a t i o n  a s  a 

p h y s i c i a n .  

I t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t h a t  y o u  a t t e n d e d  

m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ;  i s  t h a t  

r i g h t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q 9  You g r a d u a t e d ,  i n  1 9 6 5 ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q.  F o l l o w i n g  t h a t  y o u  d i d  a r o t a t i n g  i n t e r n s h i p  a t  

A k r o n  C i t y  H o s p i t a l  f o r  one y e a r ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q.  T h a t  was n o t  a s u r g i c a l  i n t e r n s h i p ,  j u s t  a g e n e r a l  

r o t a t i n g  i n t e r n s h i p ?  

A .  R i g h t .  

Q. From t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  o n  y o u r  CV y o u  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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Q. T h a t  was a f o u r  y e a r  p r o g r a m  I g u e s s ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. F o l l o w i n g  t h a t  d i d  you  r e c e i v e  a n y  f u r t h e r  

s p e c i a l t y  t r a i n i n g  b y  way o f  F e l l o w s h i p  o r  o t h e r w i s e ?  

A .  No. 

Q. I g a t h e r  when y o u  c o m p l e t e d  y o u r  r e s i d e n c y  y o u  

a p p l i e d  f o r  a n d  t o o k  t h e  g e n e r a l  s u r g e r y  B o a r d s ?  

A. y e s .  

Q. when d i d  y o u  o b t a i n  a B o a r d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  i n  

g e n e r a l  s u r g e r y ?  

A.  w h a t  d a t e  i s  t h a t ?  

Q. 1 9 7 1 ,  d o e s  t h a t  r e f r e s h  y o u r  memory;  i s  t h a t  

c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  , I 

Q. F o l l o w i n g  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  y o u r  r e s i d e n c y  p r o g r a m  
f ' 

i t  a p p e a r s  y o u  came h e r e  t o  M a s s i l l o n ,  i s  t h a t  a c c u r a t e ,  

t o  p r a c t i c e  g e n e r a l  s u r g e r y ?  

A .  Yes 

2 2  I Q. we a r e  t o d a y  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  s t a r k  

. ?  

I 

L j  2 

Am I c o r r e c t  a b o u t  t h a t ?  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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A.  Y e s .  

Q. A r e  y o u  i n  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  o r  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  a 

number  o f  g e n e r a l  s u r g e o n s ?  

A .  Y e s ,  f o u r  o t h e r  g e n e r a l  s u r g e o n s .  

Q. Has t h i s  b e e n  - -  I a l w a y s  h a t e  t o  a s k  t h e s e  

q u e s t i o n s ,  y o u  h a v e  t o  go  b a c k w a r d s .  

How l o n g  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  w i t h  t h e  s t a r k  

C o u n t y  S u r g e o n s ,  I n c .  g r o u p ?  

Q *  P r i o r  t o  t h a t  w e r e  y o u  o n  y o u r  own? 

A .  Y e s ,  I s t a r t e d  o u t  s o l e l y .  

Q. The i n f o r m a t i o n  seems t o  r e f l e c t  y o u  b e g a n  

p r a c t i c i n g  h e r e  i n  M a s s i l l o n ,  h a d  p r i v i l e g e s  a t  

M a s s i l l o n  Commun i t y  H o s p i t a l ,  y o u  s t i l l  h a v e  t h o s e ;  i s  

t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s .  I 

Q. Somewhere a r o u n d  1 9 8 0  y o u  o b t a i n e d  c o u r t s e y  

p r i v i l e g e s  a t  M e r c y  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r ?  
I 

A .  Y e s .  

Q. T h o s e  c o n t i n u e  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r e s e n t ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. c a n  y o u  e x p l a i n  t o  me ,  when y o u  s a y  c o u r t e s y  s t a f f  

p r i v i l e g e s  i n  g e n e r a l  s u r g e r y  a t  M e r c y  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  

w h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n v e y i n g  t o  m e ,  w h a t  k i n d  o f  p r i v i l e g e s  d o  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI CAMPBELL COURT EPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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y o u  h a v e  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

A .  The same p r i v i l e g e s  a t  M a s s i l l o n ,  j u s t  t h e  f a c t  

b e i n g  o n  c o u r t e s y  s t a f f  y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  t a k e  e m e r g e n c y  

room c a l l ,  y o u  a r e  n o t  e l i g i b l e  t o  h o l d  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  

m e d i c a l  s t a f f ,  o t h e r w i s e  y o u  h a v e  t h e  same p r i v i l e g e s .  

Q. when y o u  s a y  y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  t a k e  e m e r g e n c y  room 

c a l l  , w h a t  do  y o u  mean? 

A .  when y o u  a r e  a c t i v e  s t a f f  y o u  a r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  t a k e  

c a l l  i n  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  room on a r o t a t i n g  b a s i s .  

Q. IS t h a t  j u s t  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  do  as  i t  

r e g a r d s  t h a t  h o s p i t a l ?  

A .  I t ' s  t i m e ,  s o  f o r t h  i n v o l v e d  t h a t  i s  r e q u i r e d .  

Q. Do y o u  c u r r e n t l y  h o l d  any  p o s i t i o n s  a t  M a s s i l l o n  

Commun i t y  H o s p i t a l ?  

A .  I'm V i c e  C h a i r m a n ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S u r g e r y .  

Q. How l o n g  h a v e  y o u  had  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ?  

A .  J u s t  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r ,  

U 

A .  

Q. T e l l  me a l i t t l e  b i t  a b o u t  t h e  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  y o u  

a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n ,  D r .  T e l e s z .  

A .  T e l  e s z .  

Q. Can I j u s t  c a l l  y o u  D o c t o r  s o  t h a t  I d o n ' t  

m i s p r o n o u n c e  y o u r  name a l l  a f t e r n o o n ?  
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T e l l  me a l i t t l e  b i t  a b o u t  y o u r  m e d i c a l  

p r a c t i c e  t h a t  y o u  a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n .  

A .  we h a v e  a g e n e r a l  s u r g e r y  p r a c t i c e ,  w h i c h  i n v o l v e s  

t h e  w i d e  s c o p e  o f  s u r g e r y .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  o u r  s u r g e r y  

I w o u l d  s a y  i s  s t a r t i n g  a t  t h e  t o p  t h y r o i d ,  b r e a s t  

s u r g e r y ,  a l l  t h e  GI t r a c t ,  s t o m a c h ,  s m a l l  b o w e l ,  c o l o n ,  

g a l l b l a d d e r ,  h e r n i a ,  a p p e n d i c i t s  a n d  p e r i p h e r a l  v a s c u l a r  

s u r g e r y  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a o r t i c  a n e u r y s m  a n d  l o w e r  

abdomen,  fern pop  g r a p h s ,  t h a t  t y p e  o f  t h i n g ,  a l o t  o f  

v e n o u s  s u r g e r y .  

Q. You y o u r s e l f  w i t h i n  t h i s  p r a c t i c e ,  d o  y o u  h a v e  

w h a t  y o u  c o n s i d e r  t o  b e  y o u r  p a r t i c u l a r  s p e c i a l t y  w i t h i n  

g e n e r a l  s u r g e r y ?  

A .  N o t  p e r  s e ,  we  a l l  do e v e r y t h i n g .  

Q. T h e r e  i s n ' t  one  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o c e d u r e  t h a t  y o u  d o  

more  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r s  b e c a u s e  o f  an  e x p e r t i s e  y o u  g a i n e d  

i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  I 

A .  N O .  

Q. F a i  r e n o u g h .  

o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  c u r r e n t  l a w s u i t  w h i c h  

w e ' r e  i n v o l v e d  i n ,  have  you  p r e v i o u s l y  b e e n  s u e d ?  

A .  Y e s .  

M R .  M E A D O W S :  show a c o n t i n u i n g  

o b j e c t i o n .  

MISS KOLIS: T h a t ' s  f i n e .  
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Q. Do y o u  r e c a l l  how many p r i o r  l a w s u i t s  y o u ' v e  b e e n  

i n v o l v e d  i n ?  

A .  Two.  

Q.  A r e  y o u  i n d i c a t i n g  b y  y o u r  t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  t h e r e  

h a v e  o n l y  b e e n  t w o  l a w s u i t s  f i l e d  a g a i n s t  y o u  t h a t  y o u  

c a n  r e c a l l ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q.  D i d  e i t h e r  o f  t h o s e  go t o  v e r d i c t  i n  f a v o r  o f  a 

p l a i n t i f f ?  

A .  N O .  

Q. Were t h o s e  f i l e d  i n  S t a r k  c o u n t y ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. IS S t a r k  C o u n t y  t h e  o n l y  j u r i s d i c t i o n  w h e r e  y o u ' v e  

e v e r  b e e n  s u e d ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. I n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t o d a y ' s  d e p o s i t i o n ,  c a n  y o u  

t e l l  me w h a t  m a t e r i a l  y o u  r e v i e w e d ?  

A .  T h e s e  r e c o r d s  t h a t  p e r t a i n  t o  my i n v o l v e m e n t .  I 

d i d  n o t  r e v i e w  t h e  e n t i r e  r e c o r d s ,  a s  y o u  know t h e y  a r e  

v e r y  v o l u m i n o u s .  I d i d  go  o v e r  t h e  d e p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  

w e r e  s u p p l i e d  t o  m e .  

Q. Y o u ' r e  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e s e  r e c o r d s ,  a r e  y o u  

i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  h o s p i t a l  c h a r t  o f  M e r c y  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r ?  

A .  y e s .  

Q. Have y o u  r e v i e w e d  a n y  r e c o r d s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  M e r c y  

~ ~~ 
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M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  r e c o r d s ?  

A.  N O .  

Q. You i n d i c a t e  t h a t  y o u  l o o k e d  a t  some d e p o s i t i o n s  

t h a t  w e r e  s u p p l i e d  t o  y o u ,  w o u l d  t h o s e  b e  t h e  

d e p o s i t i o n s  o f  D r .  c a w t h o n  and  D r .  s o s  a n d  D r .  K r a l i k ?  

A.  R i g h t ,  y e s .  

Q. A t  a n y  t i m e  s i n c e  t h e  l a w s u i t  h a s  b e e n  f i l e d  i n  

t h i s  c a s e ,  h a v e  y o u  r e v i e w e d  a n y  o f  M a r l a  s p r e a d b u r y ’ s  

c h e s t  f i l m s  o r  c h e s t  C T ’ s ?  

A .  s i n c e  i t ’ s  b e e n  f i l e d ?  

Q. c o r r e c t .  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. How r e c e n t l y  d i d  y o u  h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l o o k  

a t  t h o s e  f i l m s ?  

A .  T o d a y .  

Q. A r e  you  c a p a b l e  o f  i n t e r p r e t i n g  c h e s t  C A T  s c a n s ,  

D o c t o r ?  

A .  N O .  

Q. D i d  y o u  r e v i e w  t h e  c h e s t  C A T  s c a n s  t o d a y ;  i s  t h a t  

w h a t  y o u  t o l d  me? 

A.  I l o o k e d  a t  t hem,  y e s .  

Q. L e t  me a s k  i t  t h i s  way:  If y o u  a r e  i n c a p a b l e  o f  

i n t e r p r e t i n g  c h e s t  C A T  s c a n s ,  c a n  y o u  t e l l  me y o u r  

p u r p o s e  i n  l o o k i n g  a t  one t o d a y ?  

M R .  MEADOWS:  o t h e r  t h a n  y o u  m i g h t  
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a s k  a b o u t  i t ?  

M I S S  K O L I S :  E x c u s e  me? 

M R .  MEADOW§:  o t h e r  t h a n  y o u  m i g h t  

a s k  a b o u t  i t ?  Y O U  m i g h t  be g e t t i n g  i n t o  w h a t  h e  a n d  I 

d i d  t o  p r e p a r e  t o d a y ,  I d o n ' t  w a n t  t h a t  t o  h a p p e n .  

Q. I d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  know w h a t  y o u  a n d  y o u r  a t t o r n e y  

d i s c u s s e d ,  ~ ' m  a s k i n g  why y o u  w o u l d  l o o k  a t  t h e  c h e s t  

f i l m  p e r f o r m e d  b y  C A T  s c a n  y o u  c o u l d  n o t  i n t e r p r e t ?  

A.  1 w o u l d  t a k e  i t  f r o m  r e v i e w i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  t h i s  i s  

p r o b a b l y  t h e  b a s i c  i s s u e  i n  t h i s  w h o l e  c a s e .  

Q. F a i  r e n o u g h .  

D o c t o r ,  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  q u e s t i o n i n g  

t h a t  m i g h t  o c c u r  t o d a y ,  h a v e  y o u  r e v i e w e d  a n y  m e d i c a l  

l i t e r a t u r e ?  

A .  No. 

Q. Have y o u  p e r f o r m e d  a n y  M E D L I N E  s e a r c h e s ?  

A. N O .  

Q. Do y o u  c o n s i d e r  y o u r s e l f  t o  be a t r a u m a  s u r g e o n ?  

A .  IS t h a t  i n  q u o t a t i o n s ?  

Q. T h a t  i s  i n  q u o t a t i o n s .  

A.  N O .  

Q. How i s  i t  y o u  became i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c a r e  o f  M a r l a  

s p r e a d b u r y ,  c a n  y o u  e x p l a i n  t h a t  p r o c e s s  t o  me? 

A .  Y e s ,  i n  o u r  g r o u p  h e r e  we  h a v e  f i v e  s u r g e o n s ,  

D r .  S w e i t z e r ,  o n e  member,  i s  on  t h e  a c t i v e  s t a f f  a t  
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M e r c y  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r ,  s o  t h a t  s u b s e q u e n t l y  he  i s  

a s s i g n e d  c a l l  i n  t h e  E R .  Our g r o u p  d i v i d e s  t h a t  c a l l  

among t h e  f i v e  o f  u s .  I t  was my t u r n  t o  b e  o n  c a l l  t h a t  

d a y .  

Q. J u s t  t o  r e g u r g i t a t e  i t ,  s o m e t i m e s  I a s k  q u e s t i o n s ,  

I t r y  t o  l i s t e n ,  ~ ' m  n o t  t a k i n g  n o t e s ,  one  o f  t h e  

s u r g e o n s  i n  y o u r  g r o u p  does have  a c t i v e  s t a f f  

p r i v i l e g e s ,  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h a t  m u s t  t a k e  e m e r g e n c y  room 

c a l l  o n  a r o t a t i n g  b a s i s  w i t h  o t h e r  p e o p l e ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Yes.  

Q. T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  d o c t o r ,  a l t h o u g h  he i s  t h e  p e r s o n  

w i t h  a c t i v e  s t a f f  p r i v i l e g e s ,  t h e n  p a r c e l s  o u t  t h e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  c o v e r i n g  on c a l l  w i t h i n  y o u r  own g r o u p ?  

A .  C o r r e c t .  

Q. T o  y o u r  k n o w l e d g e ,  d i d  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a p p r o v e  o f  

p e r s o n s  who d i d  n o t  h a v e  a c t i v e  s t a f f  p r i v i l e g e s  f i l l i n g  

i n  f o r  D r .  s w e i t z e r ?  

A .  N e v e r  h a d  a n y  p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h a t .  

Q. S O  t h i s  was ~ r .  s w e i t z e r ' s  day  t o  be c a l l e d  i n ;  i s  

t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  I w o u l d  assume s o ,  y e s .  

Q 9  You g o t  t h e  c a l l  t o  come t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Yes .  

Q. How was t h e  d e c i s i o n  r e a c h e d  f o r  y o u  t o  become t h e  

a d m i t t i n g  p h y s i c i a n  f o r  t h i s  p a t i e n t ?  
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M R .  MEADOWS:  o b j e c t i o n .  ~f y o u  

know.  

A .  To t e l l  y o u  t h e  t r u t h  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  b e c a u s e  we w e r e  

a l l  t h e r e  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  

Q. when a p e r s o n  comes i n  - -  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  how l o n g  

h a v e  y o u  b e e n  g o i n g  t o  M e r c y  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  a s  t h e  

o n - c a l l  e m e r g e n c y  g e n e r a l  s u r g e o n ?  

A.  I n t e r m i t t e n t l y  e v e r  s i n c e  D r .  s w e i t z e r  came o n  

b o a r d ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  be s i x  o r  s e v e n  y e a r s  a g o .  

Q. Does D r .  S w e i t z e r  have  some s p e c i f i c  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  

a s  a t r a u m a  s u r g e o n  t h a t  you  a r e  aware  o f ?  

A. No. 

Q. So f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  y o u ' v e  been  c o m i n g  i n  on  c a l l  

i n  emergency  room c a s e s ?  

A.  y e s .  

A t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  M r s .  s p r e a d b u r y  was t r a n s f  

f r o m  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  i room, a d m i t t e d  t o  ICU, w h a t  g e n e r  

u r g e r y  p r o b l e m s  d i d  she  have  l e f t  t h a t  n e e d e d  t o  be  

l u a t e d  i n  t h e  I c u ?  

A .  c o u l d  y o u  r e p e a t  t h a t ?  

Q. S u r e .  T h e r e  came a p o i n t  i n  t i m e ,  i f  I r e c a l l  

a b o u t  1 5 5 0  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  when she  was a c t u a l l y  

t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  t h e  emergency  room t o  ICU, y o u  w e r e  t h e  

a d m i t t i n g  p h y s i c i a n  f o r  ICU? 

A.  Y e s .  
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Q. I ' m  r e a d i n g  t h e  c h a r t  c o r r e c t l y ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  know a t  t h a t  t i m e  w h a t  g e n e r a l  

s u r g e r y  p r o b l e m s  M r s .  s p r e a d b u r y  h a d  t h a t  n e e d e d  f u r t h e r  

e v a l u a t i o n  o r  c a r e  a n d  t r e a t m e n t ?  

A .  A t  t h a t  p o i  n t  p r o b a b l y  b a s i  c a l l  y n o n e .  

Q. D i d  y o u  f e e l  c o m f o r t a b l e  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  b e i n g  

d e s i g n a t e d  a s  t h e  a d m i t t i n g  p h y s i c i a n ?  

M R .  M E A D O W S :  O b j e c t i o n  t o  f o r m  s o  

f a r  a s  t h e  w o r d  c o m f o r t a b l e  c o u l d  be m i s c o n s t r u e d .  

Q. L e t  me a s k  y o u  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a d i f f e r e n t  w a y .  

To  y o u r  k n o w l e d g e  h a v e  y o u  e v e r  s e e n  a n y  

d o c u m e n t a t i o n  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a s  t o  how a d e c i s i o n  w o u l d  

be  made a s  t o  who s h o u l d  be an  a d m i t t i n g  p h y s i c i a n  f o r  

a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  p a t i e n t ?  

A.  N O .  

Q. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  o f  w h i c h  way I w a n t  t o  go 

h e r e .  I g u e s s  i t ' s  f o r w a r d .  

H O W  l o n g  d i d  y o u  s t a y  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  o n  

S e p t e m b e r  2 3 ,  1 9 9 7 ?  

A .  I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e .  I h a v e  t o  be  g e n e r a l .  

B a s i c a l l y  u n t i l  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  C A T  s c a n ,  I 

b e l i e v e .  I d i d ,  I know I was t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  

o f  t h e  C A T  s c a n ,  a f t e r  t h a t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I was t h e r e .  

Q. Have y o u  h a d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e v i e w  t h o s e  
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A.  Y e s .  

Q .  Based  u p o n  t h a t  r e v i e w ,  y o u  t h i n k  y o u  l e f t  s h o r t l y  

a f t e r  t h e  C A T  s c a n  was c o n c l u d e d ?  

M R .  M E A D O W S :  A r e  y o u  a s k i n g  

6 w h e t h e r  he  came b a c k ?  

7 M I S S  KOLIS: F i r s t  how l o n g  h e  
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was t h e r e .  

A .  I was t h e r e  a t  l e a s t  p r o b a b l y  t w o  h o u r s  I w o u l d  

t h i n k .  

Q .  w e  w i l l  h a v e  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  go  t h r o u g h  y o u r  

n o t e s  i n  a s e c o n d .  

w e r e  y o u  c a l l e d  a t  home a n y  t i m e  d u r i n g  

t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  2 3 r d  o r  m o r n i n g  o f  t h e  2 4 t h ?  

A .  N o t  t h a t  I r emember ,  a l t h o u g h  I s e e  t h e r e  i s  a n  

o r d e r  t h a t  - -  v e r b a l  o r d e r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q .  I w a n t  t o  ask ,  y o u  a d i f f e r e n t  q u e s t i o n ,  t h e n  we 

w i l l  go s t r a i g h t  t h r o u g h  y o u r  n o t e s  I ' m  a s s u m i n g .  

On t h e  2 4 t h ,  D o c t o r ,  d i d  y o u  come t o  

l e a r n  t h a t  M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y  i n  f a c t  h a d  e x p e r i e n c e d  a 

t r a n s e c t e d  a o r t a ?  

A .  On t h e  24? 2 4 t h ,  y e s .  

Q. The d a y  a f t e r  s h e  was a d m i t t e d ?  

A .  Yes .  

Q. T e l l  me as  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s  y o u  c a n  how y o u  l e a r n e d  
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m i g h t  h a v e  h a d  a n  i n j u r y  t o  h e r  g r e a t  v e s s e l s ?  

A.  I n i t i a l l y  w i t h  t h e  amount  o f  t r a u m a  s h e  s u s t a i n e d  

t h a t  e v e n t  came t o  happen?  

A. I came t o  s e e  h e r  i n  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  u n i t ,  I 

d o n ' t  know t h e  e x a c t  t i m e ,  I t h i n k  somewhere  a r o u n d  

10:30 o r  e l e v e n  o ' c l o c k ,  somewhere i n  t h a t  b a l l p a r k .  

I came t o  see  h e r ,  j u s t  o n  r o u n d s  t o  s e e  

h e r ,  I n o t i c e d  s h e  w a s n ' t  i n  h e r  room.  The  n u r s e s  t o l d  

me t h a t  s h e  was i n  t h e  r a d i o l o g y  d e p a r t m e n t ,  h a v i n g  a n  

a r t e r i o g r a m  d o n e .  T h a t  she  h a d  d r o p p e d  h e r  b l o o d  

p r e s s u r e ,  t h a t  D r .  K r a l i k  o r d e r e d  an a r t e r i o g r a m ,  t h a t  

i s  w h e r e  she  was .  T h a t  i s  how I f o u n d  o u t .  

Q. A t  t h a t  p o i n t  y o u  d i d n ' t  know s h e  h a d  a t r a n s e c t e d  

a o r t a ,  y o u  knew she  was b e i n g  e v a l u a t e d ?  

A .  1 knew s h e  was h a v i n g  an  a r t e r i o g r a m .  

Q. w h a t  was y o u r  n e x t  k n o w l e d g e ?  

A .  1 w e n t  o v e r  t o  t h e  r a d i o l o g y  s u i t e ,  I f o r g e t  w h i c h  

r a d i o l o g i s t  h a d  done t h e  p r o c e d u r e ,  t h e y  h a d  j u s t  

c o m p l e t e d  t h a t  p r o c l e d u r e .  

a r t e r i o g r a m ,  w i t h  t h e  d i a g n o s i s  o f  a o r t i c  t e a r .  

Q. A t  a n y  t i m e  o n  S e p t e m b e r  2 3 r d ,  b a s e d  u p o n  

i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  y o u  w e r e  g i v e n  b y  a n y  d o c t o r s  i n v o l v e d  

i n  h e r  c a r e  o r  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  y o u  w e r e  t o l d  b y  t h e  

r a d i o l o g i s t ,  d i d  y o u  h a v e  a c o n c e r n  t h a t  M r S .  

T h e y  showed me t h e  

t o  h e r  c h e s t  t h a t  was o u r  c o n c e r n ,  t h a t  i s  why t h e  C A T  

2 5  i 
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s c a n  o f  t h e  c h e s t  was p e r f o r m e d .  

On t h e  2 3 r d  w e r e  y o u  t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  was n o  i n j u r y  I Q *  

t o  t h e  g r e a t  v e s s e l s ?  

A .  Y e s ,  I was.  

Q. who t o l d  y o u  t h a t ?  

A .  The  r a d i o l o g i s t .  

Q. when y o u  s a y  t h e  r a d i o l o g i s t ,  c a n  y o u  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

t e l l  me whom y o u  a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  

A .  D r .  c a w t h o n .  

Q. Do y o u  remember h a v i n g  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  h e r  

a b o u t  t h e  C A T  s c a n  f i n d i n g s ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. w h a t  d i d  she  t e l l  y o u  t h e  CAT  s c a n  r e v e a l e d  t o  t h e  

b e s t  o f  y o u r  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

M R .  MEADOWS:  On t h e  2 3 r d ?  

A .  The g r e a t  v e s s e l s  w e r e  n o r m a l .  

Q. Do y o u  know a b o u t  w h a t  t i m e  o f  t h e  d a y  y o u  h a d  

t h a t  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  h e r ?  

A .  I t  w o u l d  h a v e  been  w h i l e  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  was g o i n g  

o n ,  somewhere p r o b a b l y  a r o u n d  one o ' c l o c k  I w o u l d  t h i n k .  

Q. when you  s a y  w h i l e  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  was g o i n g  o n ,  

w e r e  y o u  down s t a i r s  i n  r a d i o l o g y  s p e a k i n g  w i t h  h e r ?  
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A.  Y e s ,  I was a t  t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  b e d s i d e  m o n i t o r i n g  t h e  

p a t i e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  p r o c e d u r e .  

Q. You s t a y e d  w i t h  M r S .  S p r e a d b u r y  i n  t h e  C A T  s c a n  

s u i t e  t h e  e n t i r e  t i m e  o f  t h e  s c a n ?  

A.  Y e s ,  I d i d .  

Q *  On t h e  2 4 t h  a f t e r  y o u  l e a r n e d  t h e r e  was a 

t r a n s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  a o r t a ,  a t  a n y  t i m e  d u r i n g  t h a t  d a y  

d i d  y o u  h a v e  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  D r .  C a w t h o n  a b o u t  t h e  

c h e s t  C T  p e r f o r m e d  o n  t h e  2 3 r d ?  

A .  Y e s ,  I d i d .  

Q. D i d  y o u  l o o k  a t  t h e  c h e s t  C T  w i t h  h e r  a t  t h e  t i m e  

o f  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n ?  

A .  Y e s ,  I d i d .  

Q. Can y o u  t e l l  me a p p r o x i m a t e l y  when t h i s  m e e t i n g  

b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  o f  y o u  o c c u r r e d ,  i f  y o u  know,  D o c t o r ?  

l o c k .  

E l e v e n  o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ?  I Q- 

Q. T e l l  me how t h i s  - -  I d o n ' t  l i k e  t h e  w o r d  

e n c o u n t e r  - -  d i d  D r .  c a w t h o n  c o n t a c t  y o u  o r  d i d  y o u  

c o n t a c t  h e r ,  how d i d  t h e  t w o  o f  y o u  come t o  b e  t o g e t h e r ?  

A.  No ,  a f t e r  I saw t h e  a r t e r i o g r a m ,  I was c u r i o u s  why 

we d i d n ' t  p i c k  i t  u p  o n  t h e  CAT  s c a n .  s o  I w e n t  o v e r  
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t o  - -  t h e y  a r e  q u i t e  f a r  a p a r t ,  t h e  CAT  s c a n  u n i t  a n d  

t h e  a r t e r i o g r a p h y  u n i t .  I w e n t  t o  t h e  C A T  s c a n  u n i t  t o  

h a v e  h e r  r e v i e w  t h e  f i l m s .  

Q. When y o u  g o t  t h e r e  w e r e  t h e  f i l m s  t h e r e ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s h e  h a d  t h e m  a v a i l a b l e .  Y e s .  

Q. D O  y o u  know w h e t h e r  p r i o r  t o  y o u  c o m i n g  o v e r  t o  

l o o k  a t  t h e m  she  h a d  a l r e a d y  l o o k e d  a t  t hem? 

M R .  MEADOWS:  The p r i o r  d a y  o r  

t h a t  d a y ?  

Q. I ' m  s o r r y ,  ~ ' m  n o t  a s k i n g  t h e  b e s t  q u e s t i o n .  

when y o u  a r r i v e d  y o u r  r e c o l l e c t  i s  i t  

was a b o u t  e l e v e n  o ' c l o c k ?  

A .  A b o u t  11:OO. 

Q. T h e r e  i s  no  d o c u m e n t e d  n o t e  i n  t h e  c h a r t  y o u  w r o t e  

when y o u  w e n t  t o  v i s i t  D r .  c a w t h o n ,  r i g h t ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  

n o t e ?  

A.  No. T h e r e  wa,s p r i o r  t o  me g o i n g  i n t o  O R ,  p r o b a b l y  

s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  1 1 : O O .  

Q. Y O U  a r e  s a y i n g  p r i o r  t o  g o i n g  t o  O R  y o u  a c t u a l l y  

w e n t  t o  t h e  C A T  s c a n  s u i t e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  o r  l o o k  a t  

t h e  f i l m ;  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. when y o u  g o t  t h e r e ,  d i d  D r .  c a w t h o n  a l r e a d y  seem 

t o  know a b o u t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ?  

MR. OCKERMAN:  o b j e c t i o n .  

~ ~~ 
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t o l d  h e r  t h a t  t h e  a r t e r i o g r a m  showed t h e  t e a r ,  I 

w o n d e r e d  why we d i d n ' t  s e e  i t  o n  t h e  C A T  s c a n  w h i c h  was 

done  t h e  d a y  b e f o r e .  

The g i s t  o f  t h e  t h i n g  was s h e  s a i d  t h e r e  

i t  i s ,  m u s t  h a v e  m i s s e d  i t ,  I d o n ' t  know why ,  i t ' s  
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A .  I h o n e s t l y  d o n ' t  remember .  

Q. s h e  d i d n ' t  s a y  t o  y o u ,  y e s ,  I was a d v i s e d  t h e r e  i s  

a p r o b l e m ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  o b j e c t i o n .  

A .  N o t  t h a t  I'm aware  o f .  

Q. c a n  y o u  t e l l  me t o d a y  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  

c o n v e r s a t i o n  t h a t  y o u  had  w i t h  h e r  a t  a b o u t  

e l e v e n  o ' c l o c k  on  t h e  2 4 t h ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  o b j e c t i o n .  
I 

w e l l ,  I c a n ' t  q u o t e  y o u .  I A .  

t h a t  I know I w e n t  t h e r e ,  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  f i l m s ,  I t h i n k  I 
l1 1 

t h e r e .  T h a t  i s  w h a t  I was t o l d .  I 
18 

1 9  

20 

2 1  

2 2  

2 3  

24 

2 5  

Q. T h a t  i s  w h a t  D r .  c a w t h o n  t o l d  y o u ,  she  h a d  m i s s e d  

i t ,  t h e r e  i t  was? 

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  o b j e c t i o n .  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. D i d  y o u  s h a r e  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h a t  D r .  c a w t h o n  

h a d  s a i d  t o  y o u  w i t h  a n y  o t h e r  o f  t h e  d o c t o r s  i n v o l v e d  

i n  M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y ' s  c a r e  on t h e  2 4 t h ?  

A .  N O .  
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Q 9  D r .  T e l e s z ,  d i d  y o u  - -  T e l e s z ,  1 ' m  s o r r y ,  I'm 

g o i n g  t o  c a l l  y o u  D r .  T ,  I d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  b e  

d i s r e s p e c t f u l  . 
A .  My w i f e  w o u l d  be  v e r y  u p s e t  w i t h  y o u .  

Q. D o n ' t  t e l l  h e r ,  p l e a s e .  

D i d  y o u  o n  t h e  2 4 t h  o f  S e p t e m b e r  h a v e  a n  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s p e a k  w i t h  M r .  S p r e a d b u r y  o r  

M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y  o r  t h e i r  son  o r  d a u g h t e r ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o  o n  t h e  2 4 t h .  

I may be w r o n g ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  

Q. A t  a n y  t i m e  a f t e r  M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y ' s  s u r g i c a l  

p r o c e d u r e  o f  t h e  2 4 t h ,  d i d  you  h a v e  a n  o c c a s i o n  t o  s p e a k  

w i t h  h e r  h u s b a n d  a b o u t  t h e  t r a n s e c t e d  a o r t a ?  

A .  No,  t h e  o n l y  r e c o l l e c t i o n  I h a v e  i s  I t h i n k  I saw 

h e r  f a m i l y  was a t  t h e  b e d s i d e  one  t i m e  when I w e n t  t o  

s e e  he r  a f t e r  s u r g e r y ,  I know t h e r e  was n o  e x t e n s i v e  

d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  a n y  o f  h e r  p r o b l e m s  o r  c a r e .  

Q. D i d  a n y  r a d i o l o g i s t  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  o t h e r  t h a n  

D r .  c a w t h o n ,  a t  a n y  p o i n t  a f t e r  t h a t  e l e v e n  o ' c l o c k  o n  

S e p t e m b e r  2 4 t h ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  t i m e  I f i l e d  t h e  l a w s u i t ,  we 

w i l l  u s e  t h a t  as  s o r t  o f  a c u t - o f f  d a t e ,  e v e r  a g a i n  h a v e  

a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  y o u  a b o u t  t h e  r e a d i n g  o f  t h a t  f i l m . ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  o b j e c t i o n .  

A .  The r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  C A T  s c a n  y o u  mean? 

Q. Y e s .  I s h o u l d  make t h a t  c l e a r ,  t h e  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  
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C A T  s c a n .  

A .  N O .  

Q. L e t ' s  go  b a c k  a n d  l o o k  a t  some o f  t h e  a d m i s s i o n  
I 

n o t e s .  I h a v e  p i e c e s  p a r t s ,  I d o n ' t  h a v e  e v e r y t h i n g  

w i t h  me t o d a y .  
I 

when y o u  i n i t i a l l y  g o t  t o  t h e  

h o s p i t a l  - -  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  c a n  y o u  i d e n t i f y  w h a t  t i m e  y o u  

a r r i v e d  a t  M e r c y  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r ?  

M R .  MEADOWS:  The p r o g r e s s  s h e e t s .  

T H E  W I T N E S S :  Y O U  know w h e r e  i t  

i s ?  

M I S S  KOLIS: Y O U  w a n t  t h e  n u r s e s '  

p r o g r e s s  s h e e t s ?  

M R .  M E A D O W S :  No, t h e  d o c t o r ' s .  

A .  I r e a d  somewhere w h e r e  i t  d i d  m e n t i o n  t h e  t i m e .  

D i d  y o u  e v e r  come a c r o s s  i t  somewhere a r o u n d  11:lO o r  

s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  1 1 : 3 0 ,  somewhere i n  t h a t  b a l l p a r k  

f i g u r e ,  somewhere a r o u n d  e l e v e n  o ' c l o c k ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  

s h e  g o t  t h e r e .  

Q. when y o u  g o t  t o  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  room d i d  y o u  p e r f o r m  

a p h y s i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  o n  t h e  p a t i e n t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. From y o u r  n o t e s  o r  f r o m  y o u r  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t e l l  me 

w h a t  k i n d  o f  p h y s i c a l  exam y o u  p e r f o r m e d .  

A .  L e t  me l o o k  a t  my n o t e  h e r e ,  h i s t o r y  a n d  p h y s i c a l .  
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L o o k i n g  f o r  y o u r  t y p e d  n o t e ?  

L o o k i n g  f o r  my h i s t o r y  a n d  p h y s i c a l .  H e r e  we g o .  

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  when I g o t  t h e r e  t h e  

p a t i e n t  was i n t u b a t e d ,  t h e  E R  p h y s i c i a n  h a d  i n t u b a t e d  

h e r  s o  s h e  was p a r a l y z e d  as a r e s u l t  o f  m e d i c a t i o n  he  

had  g i v e n  h e r  i n  o r d e r  t o  do t h e  i n t u b a t i o n .  So she  was 

b e i n g  v e n t i l a t e d  b y  t h e  r e s p i r a t o r y  t h e r a p i s t .  

B a s i c a l l y  t h e r e  w e r e  n o t  v e r y  many e x t e r n a l  i n j u r i e s ,  

s m a l l  l a c e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f o r e h e a d ,  s o  f o r t h ,  n o t h i n g  

r e a l l y  m a j o r ,  no  m a j o r  s c a l p  l a c e r a t i o n s .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  my exam t h e  r i g h t  p u p i l  was 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  50 p e r c e n t  l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e  l e f t .  B o t h  

r e a c t i v e  t o  l i g h t .  

c h e s t  exam r e v e a l e d  some e c c h y m o s i s  o f  

t h e  l e f t  a n t e r i o r  c h e s t ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  l u n g s  w e r e  c l e a r  

t o  a u s c u l t a t i o n .  The emergency  room p h y s i c i a n  - -  r i g h t  

when I saw h e r  t h e  c h e s t  t u b e s  w e r e  - -  I t h i n k  he  was - -  

he h a d  a l r e a d y  p u t  t h e  r i g h t  one  i n ,  ~ ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q. w o u l d  t h a t  be D r .  M e n i a ?  

A .  Y e s .  H e  p u t  b o t h  t u b e s  i n ,  I ' M  n o t  s u r e  i f  t h e  

r i g h t  was i n  o r  he was i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  p u t t i n g  i t  i n ,  

b e c a u s e  s h e  h a d  a l o t  o f  s u b c u t a n e o u s  emphysema. T h a t  

means a i r  u n d e r  t h e  s k i n ,  I t o l d  h i m  I t h i n k  we s h o u l d  

p u t  one  i n  t h e  l e f t  s i d e  a l s o ,  s o  he p u t  one  i n  t h e  l e f t  

s i d e .  
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The abdomen was s o f t  w i t h o u t  m a s s e s ,  s h e  

d i d  n o t  - -  i t  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  e v a l u a t e  u n d e r  t h o s e  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  b e i n g  p a r a l y z e d ,  she  c a n ' t  r e s p o n d  

a p p r o p r i a t e l y ,  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a n y  p e r i t o n e a l  i r r i t a t i o n  I 

c o u l d  t e l l .  T h e r e  was no  e c c h y m o t i c  a r e a s  on  t h e  

abdomen.  

The e x t r e m i t i e s  w e r e  n o t  d e f o r m e d .  She 

d i d  h a v e  I b e l i e v e  i t  was h e r  r i g h t  h a n d  b a n d a g e d ,  t h e y  

s a i d  t h e r e  was a s m a l l  l a c e r a t i o n  on t h e  r i g h t  h a n d .  

T h a t  was p r e t t y  much t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  exam. 

Q. L e t  me a s k  y o u  a c o u p l e  o f  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h a t .  

Y O U  j u s t  r e l a t e d  y o u r  p h y s i c a l  

e x a m i n a t i o n  I g a t h e r  f r o m  r e a d i n g  y o u r  e v e n t u a l  t y p e d  

a n d  t r a n s c r i b e d  n o t e ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. Is t h i s  y o u r  n o t e ?  T h a t  i s  y o u r  n o t e ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes .  

Q. T h a t ' s  t h e  h a n d w r i t t e n  n o t e  y o u  made t i m e d  1 2 : 1 5 ,  

t h i s  w o u l d  b e  t h e  n o t e  y o u  h a d  h a n d w r i t t e n  i n t o  t h e  

c h a r t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

9 .  T h i s  i s  p r o b a b l y  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  y o u  a r r i v e d ?  

A. s h o r t l y  a f t e r .  

Q. A t  t h e  t i m e  y o u  a r r i v e d  i t ' s  p r o g r e s s  n o t e  - -  
M R .  P O T E N Z A :  T h r e e  p a g e s  i n .  

I 
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M I S S  K O L I S :  N O  number  o n  t h e  

b o t t o m ,  d a t e d  9 - 2 3 - 9 7  1 2 : 1 5 .  

Q. A t  t h i s  p o i n t  D r .  M e n i a  h a d  a l r e a d y  p r e l i m i n a r i l y  

p u t  t o g e t h e r  a s e t  o f  o r d e r s ;  i s  t h a t  y o u r  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. D i d  y o u  r e v i e w  h i s  o r d e r  s h e e t  a t  1 2 : 1 5 ?  

A .  I knew w h a t  was g o i n g  o n ,  I d i d  n o t  r e v i e w  

s p e c i  f i  c a l l  y t h a t  o r d e r  s h e e t ,  

Q. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p e r f o r m i n g  a p h y s i  c a l  e x a m i  n a t j  o n  

a n d  f o r m i n g  some i m p r e s s i o n  a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  d i d  y o u  l o o k  

a t  t h e  c h e s t  f i l m s ,  c h e s t  x - r a y s ,  e x c u s e  m e ,  s o  w e ' r e  

n o t  c o n f u s e d ?  

A .  No, I h o n e s t l y  c a n ' t  t e l l  y o u  f o r  s u r e  I d i d .  I n  

l o o k i n g  o v e r ,  r e v i e w i n g  t h i s  s t u f f ,  I know I d i d  n o t  

l o o k  a t  t h e  l a t e r  o n e s .  B Y  t h a t  I mean t h e  o n e s  a f t e r  

t h e y  b a c k e d  o u t  t h e  l e f t  c h e s t  t u b e .  ~ ' m  n o t  s u r e  w h a t  

t h e  t i m i n g  was,  I, t h i n k  t h e  t h i r d  o r  f o u r t h  o n e .  I 

w o u l d  h a v e  t o  assume t h a t  I d i d  l o o k  a t  t h e  f i r s t  t w o .  

I c a n ' t  h o n e s t l y  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  f o r  s u r e .  

Q. The r e a s o n  I ' m  a s k i n g  y o u  i s  y o u  h a d  j u s t  r e l a t e d  

a c o u p l e  o f  m i n u t e s  ago  t h a t  o n  t h e  2 3 r d ,  I t h i n k  I ' m  

I t h a t  t o d a y ?  
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m u l t i p l e  f r a c t u r e d  r i b s  b i l a t e r a l l y .  

Q" D i d  y o u  h a v e  an  o p i n i o n  - -  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  do  y o u  

r e g u l a r l y  l o o k  a t  c h e s t  f i l m s  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  

c h e s t  t r a u m a ,  c h e s t  x - r a y s ?  

A .  I u s u a l l y  r e v i e w  them w i t h  a r a d i o l o g i s t .  I t h i n k  

i t ' s  i m p o r t a n t .  

Q. D i d  y o u  r e v i e w  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  c h e s t  x - r a y s  w i t h  

t h e  r a d i o l o g i s t  o n  ! t h e  2 3 r d ?  

A. N o t  t h a t  I ' m  a w a r e  o f .  

Q. Do y o u  b e l i e v e  y o u  j u s t  l o o k e d  a t  t h e m  on y o u r  

own? 

M R .  MEADOWS:  I f  y o u  r e c a l l .  

A .  I t h i n k  w i t h  t h e  E R  p h y s i c i a n ,  I t h i n k  I l o o k e d  a t  

t h e m .  

Q *  IS i t  y o u r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  f r o m  l o o k i n g  o n  t h a t  d a t e ,  

t h a t  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m  was w i d e n e d ?  
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A .  1 d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r e a l l y .  

Q.  You l o o k e d  a t  t h o s e  f i l m s  t h i s  m o r n i n g ,  t h e  c h e s t  

f i l m s ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q.  From l o o k i n g  a t  t hem t o d a y  w o u l d  y o u  a g r e e  t h a t  

t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m  was w i d e n e d ?  

M R .  T A B E R :  o b j e c t i o n .  

A .  N o t  e n t i r e l y .  The f i r s t  f i l m  i s  n o t  a v e r y  g o o d  

q u a l i t y .  The o t h e r  f i l m s  d o n ' t  l o o k  t o o  b a d  a t  a l l .  

Q.  w h a t  do  y o u  t h i n k  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a w i d e n e d  

m e d i a s t i n u m  means? 

A .  I w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  - -  I t h i n k  I w o u l d  be c o n c e r n e d  

a b o u t  i t ,  I w o u l d  - -  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  d i a g n o s t i c .  

Q.  Do y o u  t h i n k  a c h e s t  f i l m  i s  d i a g n o s t i c  f o r  a 

g r e a t  v e s s e l  i n j u r y ,  s u g g e s t i v e  o f  one?  

M R .  MEADOWS:  c a n  i t  be  i n  

g e n e r a l ?  

M I S S  K O L I S :  R i g h t .  

A.  I n  g e n e r a l ,  n o t  d i a g n o s t i c .  

Q.  F a i r  e n o u g h .  You a t  t h e  t i m e ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  

p h y s i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  I m i g h t  h a v e  

s e c o n d ,  y o u  w r o t e  a d m i t  t o  ICU o r d e r s  a t  a b o u t  t h e  same 

t i m e ,  1 2 : 1 5 ;  do y o u  r e m e m b e r  t h a t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. I'll m a r k  t h o s e  as  E x h i b i t  B .  I d e n t i f y  w h a t  y o u r  
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o r d e r s  a r e ,  r e a d  t h e m  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d .  

A.  3 - 9 7  12:15 a d m i t  t o  ICU, N G  t o  l o w  s u c t i o n .  

I & O  h o u r l y ,  c a l l  i f  l e s s  t h a n  2 5  c c ' s  p e r  h o u r .  I . V .  

1 5 0  c c ' s  p e r  h o u r ,  1 , 0 0 0  C C ' S  o f  5 p e r c e n t  g l u c o s e  a n d  

l a c t a t e d  r i n g e r s .  H&H q .  6 h o u r s ,  A n c e f  o n e  g r a m  I . V .  

q .  8 h o u r s .  c o n s u l t  D r .  s o s ,  h e a d  t r a u m a ;  c o n s u l t  

D r .  T a w i l ,  c h e s t  t r a u m a ;  c o n s u l t  D r .  P a c k e r ,  v e n t i l a t i o n  

c a r e .  c h e s t  t u b e  2 0  c e n t i m e t e r s  o f  w a t e r  s u c t i o n .  

Q .  G o i n g  b a c k .  I f  y o u  hang  on  t o  i t ,  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  

a s k  y o u  some q u e s t i o n s .  Y O U  r e a d  e i g h t  i t e m s  o n  t h e  

o r d e r ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q .  G o i n g  t h r o u g h  y o u r  t e s t i m o n y  o n e  b y  o n e ,  b e g i n n i n g  

w i t h  number  o n e ,  t e l l  u s  once  a g a i n  w h a t  t h e  o r d e r  was 

f o r  a n d  w h a t  t h e  p u r p o s e  i s  i n  i s s u i n g  t h e  o r d e r ,  w h a t  

y o u  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  o r  l o o k i n g  f o r ,  w h a t  d i d  y o u  w a n t  

m o n i t o r e d ?  

A.  F i r s t  o f  a l l  t h e  n a s o g a s t r i c  t u b e ,  a n y  t i m e  y o u  

h a v e  a m a j o r  t r a u m a  b a s i c a l l y  one  o f  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g s  I 

was t a u g h t  way b a c k  i n  t r a i n i n g  i s  p u t  a t u b e  i n  e v e r y  

h o l e  t h e  e x i s t s .  The  GI t r a c k  i s  o n e  f r e q u e n t l y  y o u  

h a v e  g a s t  r i  c d i  1 a t a t i  o n ,  e s p e c i  a1  1 y i f someone i s 

s w a l l o w i n g  a l o t  o f  a i r  o r  b a g g e d ,  g a s t r i c  d i l a t a t i o n .  

NG t u b e  y o u  f r e q u e n t l y  h a v e  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  i l e u s  a f t e r  

m a j o r  t r a u m a  s o  t h e  b o w e l  l a y s  q u i e t ,  s o  t h a t  i s  t o  k e e p  
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t h e  s t o m a c h  q u i e t .  

I & O  i s  t o  k e e p  a r e c o r d  o f  how much 

f l u i d  i s  b e i n g  p u t  i n  and  w h a t  s h e  i s  p u t t i n g  o u t .  The 

r e a s o n  a b o u t  t h e  h o u r l y  o u t p u t  i s  t o  w a t c h  t h e  u r i n e  

c l o s e l y  b e c a u s e  o f  p e n d i n g  r e n a l  f a i l u r e  i n  someone who 

r e q u i r e s  a l o t  o f  f l u i d  o r  - -  s o  t h a t  i s  w h a t  t h a t  i s .  

The I.v.'s, i t ' s  a l i t t l e  h i g h e r  t h a n  

s t a n d a r d ,  b a s i c a l l y  we d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  g i v e  h e r  t o o  much 

f l u i d  b e c a u s e  o f  p o t e n t i a l  o f  h e a d  i n j u r y .  Y O U  l i k e  t o  

k e e p  t h i n g s  a l i t t l e  on  t h e  d r y  s i d e  s o  c e r e b r a l  edema 

i s  n o t  a p r o b l e m .  The s o l u t i o n  we u s e  i s  5 p e r c e n t  

g l u c o s e  a n d  l a c t a t e d  r i n g e r s ,  w h i c h  i s  a v e r y  s t a n d a r d  

c r y s t a l l o i d  r e p l a c e m e n t  i n  a n y  p a t i e n t .  

H&H e v e r y  s i x  h o u r s  i s  b a s i c a l l y  t o  

f o l l o w  h e r  b l o o d  c o u n t .  T r y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n y  e x c e s s i v e  

b l o o d  l o s s .  w i t h  t h e  amount  o f  t r a u m a  s h e  h a d  t o  h e r  

r i b s ,  I w o u l d  a n t i c i p a t e  i t  d r o p p i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  I t  

r e a c h e s  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  i t  may be c r i t i c a l  t o  t r a n s f u s e  1 h e r .  

A n c e f  i s  s i m p l y  a g e n e r a l  b r o a d  s p e c t r u m  

a n t i b i o t i c  t h a t  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  g i v e n  a s  a p r o p h y l a x i s .  

The c o n s u l t s ,  D r .  s o s  i s  t h e  

n e u r o s u r g e o n .  s h e  i n d e e d  h a d  a h e a d  t r a u m a  a n d  

c o n c u s s i o n .  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI 81 CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 



7 

8 

9 

1 0  

11 

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

19 

2 1  

2 2  

2 3  

33  

D r .  P a c k e r  i s  a p u l m o n o l o g i s t .  I u s e d  a p u l m o n o l o g i s t  

t o  h a n d l e  t h e  v e n t i l a t o r  w h i c h  s h e  was o n ,  t o  h a n d l e  

b l o o d  g a s e s .  

The  l a s t  o r d e r  f o r  c h e s t  t u b e s .  She h a s  

b i l a t e r a l  c h e s t  t u b e s  i n ,  t h e s e  a r e  c o n n e c t e d  t o  a 

s o - c a l l e d  w a t e r  s e a l  t o  p r e v e n t  a n y  a i r  l e a k ,  20 

m i l l i m e t e r s  o f  w a t e r  s u c t i o n  i s  a s t a n d a r d  t y p e  

s i t u a t i o n .  

Q. A t  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  y o u  w r o t e  t h e s e  o r d e r s  a n d  

p e r f o r m e d  y o u r  p h y s i c a l  exam s h e  h a d  n o t  y e t  b e e n  

t r a n s p o r t e d  down t o  C A T  s c a n ;  i s  t h a t  a f a i r  s t a t e m e n t ?  

A .  C o r r e c t .  

Q .  D i d  y o u  c o n t e m p l a t e  c o n t a c t i n g  D r .  T a w i l  t o  

d e t e r m i n e  w h a t  k i n d  o f  d i a g n o s t i c  e v a l u a t i o n  h e  m i g h t  

w a n t  o f  t h e  c h e s t ?  

A .  He  was t h e r e  w i t h  me t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  t i m e  r e a l l y .  

Q.  T h a t  w a s n ' t  c l e a r  t o  me.  Now y o u ' v e  g i v e n  me 

i n f o r m a t i  o n .  

Is i t  y o u r  t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  D r .  T a w i l  was 

i n  t h e  ER a t  t h e  same t i m e  y o u  w e r e ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. D i d  D r .  T a w i l  a l s o  go down t o  t h e  C A T  s c a n  w i t h  

y o u r  p a t i e n t  a n d  y o u r s e l f ?  

2 4  Y e s ,  h e  was t h e r e .  

2 5  was h e  p r e s e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  t i m e ?  
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A .  I c a n ' t  a n s w e r  t h a t .  I know h e  was t h e r e  p a r t  o f  

t h e  t i m e .  

Q. Was t h e r e  a n y  s u g g e s t i o n  made t h a t  y o u  c a n  r e c a l l  

o f  an  a o r t o g r a m  b e i n g  p e r f o r m e d ?  

A .  None .  

Q. No one  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t ?  

A .  N O .  

Q. D o c t o r ,  y o u  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  y o u  w e r e  d o w n s t a i r s  i n  

C A T  s c a n  t h e  e n t i r e  t i m e  w i t h  M a r l a ,  y o u  t a l k e d  w i t h  

D r .  c a w t h o n  p e r i o d i c a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. Do y o u  h a v e  a r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  came a p o i n t  

i n  t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  C A T  s c a n  t h a t  D r .  c a w t h o n  was 

c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  a n y  o f  t h e  f r a m e s  s h e  was l o o k i n g  a t  i n  

t h e  c h e s t ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N  : o b  j e c t i o n  I. 

D i d  s h e  e x p r e s s  a n y  c o n c e r n  t o  y o u ?  
i 

Q- 

A .  No. L e t  me e x p l a i n .  

when I was t h e r e  I d i d n ' t  go  o v e r  t h e  

s o - c a l l e d  h a r d  c o p i e s  w i t h  h e r .  T h a t  i s  w h a t  y o u  s e e  o n  

t h e  f i l m .  B a s i c a l l y  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  I w o u l d  l o o k  a t  t h e  

m o n i t o r ,  w h i c h  i s a c o m p u t e r i z e d  t h i n g .  
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Q. Do y o u  h a v e  a s p e c i f i c  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  h e r  s t a t i n g  

t o  you  s h e  t h o u g h t  t h e r e  m i g h t  be hematoma i n  t h e  

m e d i  a s t i  num? 

A .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  she  s a i d  t h a t .  

Q. Do y o u  h a v e  a r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a n o t h e r  r a d i o l o g i s t  

c o m i n g  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  f i l m s ,  t h e  c h e s t  C T ' s  w h i l e  

M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y  was s t i l l  d o w n s t a i r s  i n  C A T  s c a n ?  

A .  N O ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Do y o u  know D r .  Murphy?  

A .  Y e s ,  I know h i m .  

Q. c a n  y o u  s t a t e  f r o m  y o u r  own memory w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  

w h i l e  y o u  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  p a t i e n t  w h i l e  t h e  C A T  s c a n  was 

b e i n g  p e r f o r m e d ,  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  ~ r .  M u r p h y  came o v e r  a n d  

l o o k e d  a t  t h e  f i l m s ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q. D i d  y o u  e v e r  t a l k  w i t h  D r .  ~ u r p h y  a f t e r  t h e  

d i s c o v e r y  o f  M r s .  s i p r e a d b u r y ' s  t r a n s e c t e d  a o r t a  a b o u t  

t h a t  f i n d i n g ?  

A .  N O .  

Q. So y o u  a r e  d o w n s t a i r s  i n  C A T  s c a n  w i t h  

M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y ,  y o u  come b a c k  u p s t a i r s  when s h e  i s  

d o n e ,  t h a t  i s  w h a t  y o u r  t e s t i m o n y  i s ,  r i g h t ?  

Y e s .  I A .  
Q. when s h e  came b a c k  f r o m  CAT s c a n  p u r s u a n t  t o  

D r .  M e n i a  a n d  y o u r  o r d e r s  t h e r e  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  b e  
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c o n s u l t a t i o n s  w i t h  D r .  Sos and  D r .  TaWi1 ,  r i g h t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. D i d  y o u  s t a y  i n  t h e  emergency  room w i t h  

M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y  w h i l e  t h o s e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  w e r e  t a k i n g  

p l a c e ?  

A .  N o t  t h a t  I remember .  

Q. Y O U  t h i n k  y o u  l e f t  a t  t h a t  p o i n t ?  

A.  I t h i n k  I d i d .  

Q. T h e n  y o u  came b a c k  l a t e r ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. I S t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. You w r o t e  a s h o r t  n o t e  a b o u t  6 : O O  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g ;  

am I s t a t i n g  t h a t  c o r r e c t l y ?  

A .  Y e s ,  1 8 0 0  h o u r s .  

Q. T h e r e  a r e  n o  o t h e r  n o t e s  w r i t t e n  b y  y o u  i n  t h a t  

i n t e r i m  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  c o r r e c t .  

Q. w h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  d i d  y o u  h a v e  a t  1800  a b o u t  

e x a m i n a t i o n s  b e i n g  c o m p l e t e d  b y  y o u r  c o n s u l t a n t s ?  

A.  I know I h a d  t a l k e d  w i t h  D r .  sos p e r s o n a l l y ,  I 

t h i n k  we  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  head  i n j u r y  - -  t h e  C A T  s c a n  

l o o k e d  o k a y .  we f e l t  t h e  head  i n j u r y  p r o b a b l y  was n o t  

g o i n g  t o  be  a b i g  p r o b l e m .  c e r t a i n l y  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  be  

m o n i t o r e d  c l o s e l y .  
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M R .  T A B E R :  F o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  

w h i c h  C T ,  h e a d  CT? 

Head C T .  MISS KOLIS: 

T H E  W I T N E S S :  Y e s .  

M R .  T A B E R :  T h a n k  y o u .  

A .  T h a t  was w i t h  D r .  T a w i l ,  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  h a v e  a 

w h o l e  l o t  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  h i m .  A S  I s a i d ,  h e  was 

t h e r e  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y ,  a t  l e a s t  when we  w e r e  d o i n g  a C A T  

s c a n .  I knew he was p l a n n i n g  o n  d o i n g  a b r o n c h o s c o p e  

f o r  t h e  a i r  i n  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m  t o  r u l e  o u t  a t r a c h e a l  

t e a r .  o f f h a n d  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  when h e  d i d  i t .  

I t h i n k  i t  was b e f o r e  I saw h e r  a t  1 8 0 0 .  I w o u l d  h a v e  

t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  r e c o r d  t o  see when he d i d  h i s  

b r o n c h o s c o p e .  H e  d i d  n o t  c o n v e y  t o  me a n y t h i n g  f u r t h e r  

n e e d e d  t o  b e  d o n e .  

Q. L e t  me s e e  i f  I c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  

was .  Y O U  w e n t  w i t h  h e r  t o  C A T  s c a n ,  when y o u  came b a c k  

up  y o u  h a d  a l r e a d y  s i g n e d  t h e  a d m i t t i n g  o r d e r s  f o r  ICU, 

y o u  h a d  c o n s u l t a n t s  o n  b o a r d  t o  p e r f o r m  exams s o  y o u  

l e f t  t h e  a r e a  f o r  a w h i l e ,  r i g h t ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. You came b a c k  a c c o r d i n g  t o  y o u r  n o t e  a t  

s i x  o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. A t  s i x  o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  c a n  y o u  r e a d  i n t o  
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t h e  r e c o r d ,  w h i c h  we w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  m a r k  t h i s  E x h i b i t  

C ,  w h a t  y o u r  n o t e  s a y s ?  

A w a i t i n g  r e p e a t  H&H.  V e r y  l i t t l e  d r a i n a g e  f r o m  t h e  

r i g h t  c h e s t  t u b e ,  none  f r o m  t h e  l e f t  c h e s t  t u b e .  

P a t i e n t  s t a r t i n g  t o  wake u p .  Abdomen was n e g a t i v e  t o  

p h y s i c a l  exam. 

Q. L e t ' s  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  7 0  t o  8 0 ' s  y o u  

s a i  d s y s t o l  i c?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. T h a t  i s  w h a t  t h e  a b b r e v i a t i o n  means t h e r e ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. c o u l d n ' t  r e a d  t h a t  p a r t .  

w h a t  d i d  y o u  s u s p e c t  c a u s e d  t h e  d r o p  i n  

t h e  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e ?  

A .  I t h o u g h t  p r o b a b l y  t h i r d  space  f l u i d  l o s s  f r o m  t h e  

b l u n t  t r a u m a  t o  t h e  c h e s t  whe re  a l l  t h e  r i b  f r a c t u r e s  - -  
I 

s h e  was p u t t i n g  f l u i d ,  some b l o o d  i n t o  t h o s e  a r e a s ,  

p r o b a b l y  some b l o o d  i n t o  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m  w i t h  hematoma 

t h e y  t a l k e d  a b o u t .  

Q. The n e x t  p o r t i o n  s a i d  I . v . ,  I ' m  s o r r y ,  I w a s n ' t  

1 i s t e n i  ng? 

A .  I n c r e a s e d .  I t h i n k  I h a v e  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  n u r s e s '  

n o t e s ,  she  was g i v e n  a b o l u s  o f  2 5 0  c c ' s  o f  r . V .  f l u i d ,  
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h e r  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  r e s p o n d e d  r a p i d l y  b a c k  u p  t o  t h e  

n o r m a l  r a n g e .  

Q. I f  a p e r s o n ' s  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  i n c r e a s e s  w i t h  a n  

I . V .  - -  c a n  we c a l l  i t  a p u s h ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. w h a t  d o e s  t h a t  i n d i c a t e  t o  y o u ?  

A .  She was s l i g h t l y  h y p o v o l e m i c .  

Q. The c o n t e n t i o n ,  c o n c l u s i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e  was t h a t  

t h e  h y p o v o l e m i a  w o u l d  h a v e  been  c a u s e d  b y  t h i r d  s p a c e  

f l u i d  l o s s e s ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. W e r e  y o u  a w a i t i n g  a r e p e a t  H&H? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q. D r .  S o s  t a l k e d  a b o u t  a c o n c e r n  she  may h a v e  

c o n t i n u e d  t o  h a v e  a d e c l i n e  i n  H&H; i s  t h a t  y o u r  

r e c o l l  e c t i  on? 

M R .  T A B E R :  o b j e c t i o n .  

M R .  MEADOWS:  O b j e c t i o n  as  w e l l .  

I 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q. D i d  y o u  h a v e  a c o n c e r n  t h a t  she w o u l d  h a v e  

c o n t i n u e d  t o  d r o p  h e r  h e m o g l o b i n ?  

A.  Anyone  w i t h  m a j o r  t r a u m a  y o u  w a t c h  t h a t .  

Q. w h a t  d i d  y o u  p l a n  t o  do f o r  a d r o p  i n  H & H ?  

A .  T r a n s f u s e  h e r .  

Q. Do y o u  b e l i e v e  y o u  l e f t  a n  o r d e r ,  l e a v e  a n y  
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s t a n d i n g  o r d e r s  w i t h  t h e  n u r s i n g  s t a f f  t h a t  e v e n i n g  i n  

r e g a r d  t o  a c h a n g e  i n ,  f l u c t u a t i o n ,  c h a n g e s  a n d / o r  

f l u c t u a t i o n  i n  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  o r  change  i n  H&H?  

A. N o t  t h a t  I ' m  a w a r e  o f .  

Q. why w o u l d n ' t  y o u  h a v e  done t h a t ?  

A .  Can y o u  r e p e a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n ?  

Q. why w o u l d n ' t  y o u  h a v e  done t h a t ?  Can y o u  a n s w e r  

t h e  q u e s t i o n ?  

M R .  M E A D O W S :  Can I a s k  f o r  some 

c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  why w o u l d n ' t  he h a v e  done  w h a t ?  

Q. when y o u  l e f t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  h e r  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  h a d  

1 s t a b i l i z e d ,  y o u  a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. D i d  y o u  h a v e  a c o n c e r n  b e c a u s e  o f  p o t e n t i a l  

o n g o i n g  t h i r d  s p a c e  l o s s e s  t h e r e  m i g h t  be  c o n t i n u e d  

f l u c t u a t i o n  o f  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  d u r i n g  t h e  e v e n i n g ?  

A .  s h e  r e s p o n d e d  v e r y  r a p i d l y ,  I d i d  n o t  t h i n k  i t  was 

g o i n g  t o  be  a s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m .  A g a i n  I w o u l d  t h i n k  t h a t  

I d i d  n o t  g i v e  a n y  s p e c i f i c  o r d e r s  b e c a u s e  I f e l t  t h a t  

t h e  n u r s i n g  s t a f f  was q u i t e  c o m p e t e n t ,  h a d  a l o t  o f  

e x p e r i e n c e .  s h e  was i n  I CU, t h e s e  n u r s e s  a r e  s u p p o s e d  

t o  be  t r a i n e d  i n  t h i s  t y p e  o f  t h i n g ,  t o  n o t i f y  me i f  

a n y t h i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i d  h a p p e n .  

Q. Y o u r  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l  c h a r t ,  d i d  y o u  r e v i e w  

t h e  n u r s i n g  n o t e s  t h a t  w e r e  g e n e r a t e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  t i m e  
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y o u  - -  w h a t  t i m e  d i d  y o u  l e a v e  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  L e t  me 

p r e f a c e  i t .  

A.  w h a t  t i m e ?  

Q .  A f t e r  y o u r  e x a m i n a t i o n  a t  s i x  o ' c l o c k  w h a t  t i m e  

d i d  y o u  l e a v e  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

A .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  I w o u l d  i m a g i n e .  

Q. Have y o u  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  n u r s i n g  

n o t e s  g e n e r a t e d  b e t w e e n  6 : O O  t h a t  e v e n i n g  a n d  s a y  

n i n e  o ' c l o c k  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m o r n i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  I d i d .  

Q. w e r e  t h e r e  a n y  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e s  r e c o r d e d  t h a t  y o u  

h a v e  r e v i e w e d  t h a t  c o n c e r n e d  y o u  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h a t  

t i m e  p e r i o d ?  

A.  T h e r e  was o n e ,  I h a v e  t o  l o o k  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  I 

b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w e r e  t w o  i n s t a n c e s  t h e y  w e r e  l o w ,  t h e n  

came r i g h t  b a c k  u p .  T h e y  n e v e r  s t a y e d  down v e r y  l o n g ,  

j u s t  a f e w  m i n u t e s .  

Q. w o u l d  y o u  h a v e  e x p e c t e d  t o  be c a l l e d  b a s e d  u p o n  

t h o s e  p r e s s u r e s ?  

I 

M R .  M E A D O W S :  o b j e c t i o n .  

A .  I t h i n k  i f  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  s t a y e d  down,  b u t  t h e y  

came b a c k  s o  q u i c k l y .  s h e  h a d  an  a r t e r i a l  l i n e  i n ,  s o  

t h a t  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  s i m p l y  p o s i t i o n a l .  The way t h e  - -  

I d i d n ' t  p u t  t h e  a r t e r i a l  l i n e  i n ,  I t h i n k  D r .  T a w i l  p u t  

i t  i n ,  s h e  h a d  o n e .  T h a t  m o m e n t a r y  d r o p  w o u l d  s i m p l y  
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h a v e  b e e n  a p o s i t i o n a l  t h i n g ,  t h e  way t h e  c a t h e t e r  was .  

If i t  s t a y e d  down f o r  a n y  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  I w o u l d  e x p e c t  

t o  b e  c a l l e d .  

Q. w h a t  do y o u  c o n s i d e r  t o  b e  an  e x t e n d e d  p e r i o d  o f  

t i m e  s o  1 c a n  g e t  a d e f i n i t i o n ?  

A.  I w o u l d  s a y  a h a l f  h o u r ,  h o u r ,  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  

t h a t .  

Q. w h a t  p r e s s u r e  - -  I n e v e r  a s k  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  

a p p r o p r i a t e l y .  w h a t  s y s t o l i c ,  d i a s t o l i c  p r e s s u r e  

r e a d i n g  b y  a r t  l i n e  w o u l d  y o u  a n t i c i p a t e  an  e x p e r i e n c e d  

n u r s e  w o u l d  b e g i n  w a t c h i n g  t h e  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  f o r  

h y p o t e n s i o n ?  

M R .  T A B E R :  o b j e c t i o n ,  v a g u e .  

M I S S  W Y L E R :  o b j e c t i o n .  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  v e r y  v a g u e .  

M I S S  K O L I S :  T h e y  a l l  o b j e c t e d .  

M R .  M E A D O W S :  I f o r g e t  t h e  
I 

q u e s t i o n ,  w h a t  i s  t h e  q u e s t i o n ?  

M I S S  K O L I S :  Y O U  d i d n ' t  f o r g e t  

t h e  q u e s t i o n .  

M R .  M E A D O W S :  s h e  c a n  r e a d  i t ,  

i t ' s  r e a l t i m e .  

- - - - -  

( Q u e s t i o n  r e a d . )  

- - - - -  
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. A .  I f  i t  s t a y e d  down i n  t h e  r a n g e  o f  7 0  t o  8 0 ,  t h a t  

i s c o n c e r n i n g  e n o u g h .  

Q. A r e  y o u  t a l k i n g  - -  

A .  s y s t o l i c  s t a y i n g  down o v e r  a p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  

Q.  S O  i f  t h e  s y s t o l i c  s t a y e d  down i n  t h e  r a n g e  o f  7 0  

t o  8 0  o v e r  a h a l f  a n  h o u r ,  w o u l d  y o u  h a v e  a n t i c i p a t e d  a 

p h o n e  c a l l  f r o m  t h e  n u r s i n g  s t a f f ?  

M R .  MEADOWS:  O b j e c t i o n .  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. The r e a s o n  I a s k  t h a t ,  D o c t o r ,  y o u  d i d n ' t  p u t  a n y  

s p e c i f i c  o r d e r  on  when y o u  l e f t  s a y i n g  w a t c h  f o r  t h e s e  

p a r t i c u l a r  p r e s s u r e s ,  i f  t h e y  o c c u r  c a l l  m e ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  C o r r e c t .  

Q.  The  r e a s o n  I ' m  p u t t i n g  w o r d s  i n  y o u r  m o u t h ,  y o u  

f e l t  c o m f o r t a b l e  d o i n g  t h a t  I g a t h e r  f r o m  w h a t  y o u  t o l d  

me b e c a u s e  y o u  p e r c e i v e d  t h i s  t o  be  a n  e x p e r i e n c e d  

n u r s i n g  s t a f f ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. I f  we  l o o k  a t  t h e  n o t e s  b y  t h e  t i m e  y o u  l e f t ,  if 

y o u  l e f t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  6 : 0 0 ,  if y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  l o o k  

b a c k ,  d o e s  i t  o c c u r  t o  y o u  o r  i s  i t  y o u r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  

t h a t  D r .  T a w i l  h a d  a l r e a d y  p e r f o r m e d  t h e  b r o n c h o s c o p e ?  

A.  1 h a v e  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  n o t e s .  

I 

M R .  MEADOWS:  D O  y o u  h a v e  i t  

h a n d y ,  s a v e  some t i m e .  
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Q. T h o s e  a r e  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r e s s  n o t e s ,  I ' m  l e t t i n g  

y o u  l o o k  a t  t h o s e .  

A .  Says  h e r e  7:15 n u r s i n g  n o t e  D r .  T a w i l  a t t e m p t i n g  

t o  d o  b r o n c h o s c o p e ,  p a t i e n t  v e r y  c o m b a t i v e ,  s m a l l  

e m e s i s .  I t ' s  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  when I w e n t  t h e r e ,  t h e y  

t o l d  me t h e  b r o n c h o s c o p e  was n e g a t i v e  a s  I r e c a l l .  I 

d i d  n o t  h a v e  a n y  d i r e c t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  D r .  T a w i l .  

Q. A b o u t  t h e  b r o n c h o s c o p e ?  

A .  R i g h t .  

Q. Y O U  d i d  h a v e  o t h e r  - -  y o u  h a d  c o n t a c t  w i t h  h i m  

e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  d a y ,  y o u  a r e  r e l a t i n g  i t  t o  t h i s  f i n d i n g ,  

c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. Y O U  w o u l d  h a v e  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  c h a r t  t o  s e e  w h a t  h a d  

a1 r e a d y  o c c u r r e d ?  

A .  I w o u l d  assume t h a t  t h e  n u r s e s  t o l d  me what  h a d  

o c c u r r e d .  

Q. A t  t h a t  p o i n t  d i d  y o u  h a v e  an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  f u r t h e r  t e s t i n g  was g o i n g  t o  o c c u r ?  

A. A t  t h a t  p o i n t  I was n o t  a w a r e  o f  a n y  f u r t h e r  

t e s t i n g .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  y o u  w e r e n ' t  a w a r e  t h e y  w e r e  g o i n g  

t o  do  a n  esophogram? 

A. o f f h a n d  I d o n ' t  remember b e i n g  t o l d  t h a t .  

Q. D u r i n g  t h a t  e n t i r e  e v e n i n g ,  t h e  e v e n i n g  o f  t h e  
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2 3 r d ,  b e g i n n i n g  a b o u t  6 : O O  when y o u  w e r e  i n  t o  s e e  h e r  

t h r o u g h  t h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g ,  d i d  D r .  T a w i l  e v e r  c a l l  y o u  t o  

g i v e  y o u  h i s  i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  h i s  c o n s u l t ?  

A .  N O .  

Q. w o u l d  y o u  h a v e  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  he  w o u l d  c a l l ?  

M R .  P O T E N Z A :  o b j e c t i o n .  

A .  N O .  

Q. I n  t h e  M e r c y  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  s e t t i n g ,  I ' m  n o t  g o i n g  

t o  a s k  y o u  a b o u t  M a s s i l l o n ,  h a v e  y o u  e v e r  s e e n  a s e t  o f  

g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  w h a t  t h e  a d m i t t i n g  p h y s i c i a n  s h o u l d  do  

f o r  t h e  p a t i e n t  i n  t e r m s  o f  c o n f i r m i n g  t h a t  a l l  

c o n s u l t a t i o n s  a n d  t e s t s  a r e  c o m p l e t e d ?  

A .  N O .  

Q. w o u l d  y o u  h a v e  e x p e c t e d  o r  was i t  t h e  p r a c t i c e  f o r  

t h e  s t a f f  t o  a l s o  c a l l  y o u  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t e s t s  

s i n c e  y o u  w e r e  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n ?  

M R .  P O T E N Z A :  o b j e c t i o n .  

M R .  M E A D O W S :  c a n  we  be  s p e c i f i c  

I 

i n  t e r m s  o f  w h a t  t e s t ?  T h a t  r u n s  t h e  gamut  b e t w e e n  a 

l o t  o f  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s .  

Q. I c a n  w i t h d r a w  and  r e p h r a s e .  

was i t  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  M e r c y  M e d i c a l  

C e n t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  when y o u  w e r e  c a l l e d  i n  t o  be  an  

a t t e n d i n g  f o r  t h e  s t a f f ,  t o  c a l l  y o u  w i t h  r e s u l t s  o f  a n y  

a n d  a l l  t e s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  d i a g n o s t i c  e v a l u a t i o n s  
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p e r f o r m e d  b y  c o n s u l t a n t s ,  H & H ,  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e ,  d i d  t h e y  

c a l l  y o u  p e r i o d i c a l l y  t o  a d v i s e  y o u  o f  p a t i e n t ' s  s t a t u s  

a n d  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  t e s t s ?  

M R .  P O T E N Z A :  o b j e c t i o n .  

A .  N o t  t h a t  I am aware  o f .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  a n t i c i p a t e  b e i n g  n o t i f i e d  o f  

D r .  T a w i l ' s  c o n s u l t  u n t i l  y o u  saw i t  i n  t h e  c h a r t ?  

A.  we saw t h e  p a t i e n t  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y ,  I g u e s s  if 

t h e r e  was a n y t h i n g  d i f f e r e n t ,  if he f e l t  t h a t  my i n p u t  

was n e e d e d ,  he  w o u l d  have  a s k e d  f o r  i t .  

I n  t h e  same t o k e n ,  I f e l t  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  

was s o m e t h i n g  he  f e l t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e  t h e  b r o n c h o s c o p y ,  h e  

d i d n ' t  a s k  me w h e t h e r  t h e  b r o n c h o s c o p y  s h o u l d  b e  d o n e .  

H e  d i d  t h e  b r o n c h o s c o p y ,  w h i c h  was t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  t o  

do  * 

9.  H i  s d e c i  s i  on?  

A .  H i s  d e c i s i o n ,  w h i c h  was t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  t o  d o .  

No,  I d i d n ' t  e x p e c t  h i m  t o  c a l l  me. 

D i f f e r e n t  p h y s i c i a n s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t .  some w i l l  c a l l  y o u  

a b o u t  e v e r y t h i n g ,  some w o n ' t  c a l l  y o u  a b o u t  a n y t h i n g .  

I t  w a s n ' t  u n u s u a l  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  c a l l  I d o n ' t  t h i n k .  

B r o n c h o s c o p y  was n o r m a l .  

Q. M e r c y  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  does  n o t  h a v e  h o u s e  o f f i c e r s  

i n  t h e  ICU? 

A.  N o t  t h a t  I'm aware  o f .  
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Have y o u  e v e r  s e e n  a h o u s e  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  ICU i n  

t h e  f o u r  t o  f i v e  y e a r s  y o u ' v e  b e e n  t h e r e ?  

A.  N O .  

Q. S O ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  h o u s e  o f f i c e r s ?  

A.  C o r r e c t .  

Q. A t  a b o u t  2 1 4 5  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  

c h a r t  w h a t  I ' m  i n t e r p r e t t i n g  t o  be a t e l e p h o n e  o r d e r ,  

c a n  y o u  t a k e  a l o o k  a t  t h a t  a n d  see  w h a t  t h a t  s a y s ?  

A .  Says  9 - 2 3 - 9 7  SMA 6 i n  a .m. ,  s a y s  v o i c e  o r d e r  

D r .  T e l e s z .  I h o n e s t l y  d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  t h a t  o r d e r .  

O b v i o u s l y  I g a v e  i t  o r  s i g n e d  i t  t h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g .  

Q. w o u l d  i t  b e  y o u r  h a b i t  i f  y o u  c a l l  i n  a t e l e p h o n e  

o r d e r ,  t h e  n e x t  d a y  when y o u  came i n  y o u  w o u l d  s i g n  o f f  

o n  t h e  c h a r t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. Y o u r  s i g n a t u r e  a p p e a r s  n e x t  t o  t h a t  o r d e r ?  

A. 

Q. H a v i n g  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  c h a r t ,  k n o w i n g  y o u  s i g n e d  i t ,  

I c a l l  i t  a t a k e  o f f  t h e  n e x t  d a y ,  do  y o u  know why a t  

2 1 4 5  y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  c a l l e d  i n  a n  o r d e r  t o  do  a n  S M A  i n  

t h e  a . m . ?  

A .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  

Q. o n c e  a g a i n ,  i n  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  n u r s e s '  p r o g r e s s  

n o t e s ,  w e r e  t h e r e  a n y  a t t e m p t s  t o  r e a c h  y o u  i n  t h a t  

n i g h t  p e r i o d  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g ?  

I w o u l d  assumle t h a t  i s  my o r d e r .  
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N o t  t h a t  I ' m  aware  o f .  

T h e y  d i d n ' t  c a l l  y o u  w i t h  a n y  l a b s ,  a n y  o t h e r  

a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ?  

The n e x t  d a y  I t h i n k  y o u  r e l a t e  t h a t  y o u  came i n  
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a b o u t  10:30 o r  11:OO; i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. One o f  y o u r  p a r t n e r s  had  s e e n  M r s .  s p r e a d b u r y  t h a t  

m o r n i n g ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  make o u t  t h e  h a n d w r i t i n g ,  c a n  you  

i d e n t i f y  w h i c h  one o f  y o u r  p a r t n e r s  saw h e r ?  

A .  D r .  S w e i  t z e r .  

Q. Am I r e a d i n g  t h e  w r o n g  o r  r i g h t  - -  was i t  a t  7 : 2 5  

i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ?  

M R .  P O T E N Z A :  L o o k i n g  a t  t h e  

I 
p r o g r e s s  n o t e s ?  

M I S S  KOLIS: Yes , one  t i t l e d  

g e n e r a l  s u r g e r y .  I d o n ' t  know if t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t  o r  

n o t .  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. D r .  S w e i t z e r ,  how was i t  D r .  S w e i t z e r  w o u l d  h a v e  

come t o  s e e  h e r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  m o r n i n g ?  

A .  1 '11  t r y  t o  e x p l a i n .  B a s i c a l l y  we d o  - -  f i r s t  o f  

a l l  we w o r k  o u t  o f  t h r e e  h o s p i t a l s ;  M a s s i l l o n ,  A u l t m a n  
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a n d  M e r c y .  we d o  s e e  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  p a t i e n t s .  I ' m  n o t  

s u r e  w h e t h e r  he w o u l d  have  been  t h e  s u r g e o n  o n  c a l l  t h a t  

n i g h t .  One o f  u s  - -  w e  c o v e r  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  p a t i e n t s .  ~e 

may o r  may n o t  h a v e  been  t h e  s u r g e o n  on c a l l ,  I d o n ' t  

know.  I h a v e  n o  r e c o r d  o f  who was on  c a l l  when .  

F r e q u e n t l y  he does  more  w o r k  a t  M e r c y  

t h a n  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s .  I p r o b a b l y  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  I h a d  

t h i s  m a j o r  t r a u m a  t h e r e ,  t h a t  he may h a v e  h a d  a c a s e  

s c h e d u l e d  a t  M a s s i l l o n ,  i f  he w o u l d  l o o k  i n  o n  h e r  o n  

h i s  r o u n d s ,  see  how she  was d o i n g .  T h a t  w o u l d  b e  my 

e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c e n a r i o  why he saw h e r .  

Q. A t  t h a t  p o i n t  a r e  y o u  s t i l l  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  

p h y s i c i a n ,  y o u  h a v e  t o  h a v e  someone r o u n d  t h a t  p a t i e n t ,  

c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s .  Someone c o v e r i n g  f r o m  o u r  p r a c t i c e ,  r i g h t .  

Q. A r e  y o u  a b l e  t o  r e a d  h i s  h a n d w r i t i n g ?  

A .  N O .  
I 

Q. Hand i t  b a c k .  

How l o n g  has  he been  y o u r  p a r t n e r ?  

A .  s i x ,  s e v e n  y e a r s .  

Q. Y O U  c a n ' t  r e a d  h i s  h a n d w r i t i n g ,  am I s t a t i n g  t h a t  

a c c u r a t e 1  y?  

A .  Nobody c a n .  

Q. D i d  y o u  h a v e  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  D r .  S w e i t z e r  - -  

am I p r o n o u n c i n g  t h a t  c o r r e c t l y ?  
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A.  Y e s .  

Q. D i d  y o u  h a v e  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  D r .  S w e i t z e r  o n  

t h e  2 4 t h  a b o u t  h i s  p h y s i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  

M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y  o n  t h a t  m o r n i n g ?  

A .  N O .  N o t  o n  t h e  2 4 t h ,  n o .  

Q. D i d  y o u  a t  some t i m e  d i s c u s s  w i t h  h i m  h i s  p h y s i c a l  

exam? 

A.  when I was r e v i e w i n g  t h e  c h a r t  I a s k e d  h i m  t o  

i n t e r p r e t  h i s  n o t e  f o r  m e .  

Q. Y O U  w e r e  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  c h a r t  l a t e r  i n  t h e  d a y ?  

A .  No,  when I was r e v i e w i n g  t h e  c h a r t  f o r  t h e  c a s e .  

M R .  M E A D O W S :  The l a w s u i t .  

Q. Do y o u  h a v e  a r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  w h a t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

he  g a v e  y o u  o f  h i s  f i n d i n g s  t h a t  m o r n i n g ?  

A.  T h i n g s  w e r e  p r e t t y  s t a b l e  b a s i c a l l y .  

Q. I t  i n d i c a t e s  t o  m e ,  a t  l e a s t  t h e  p a r t  I c a n  r e a d ,  

I ' m  g o i n g  t o  a s k  y o u  w h a t  y o u  may o r  may n o t  r e c a l l  

a b o u t  t h i s ,  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h a t  n o t e  f r o m  D r .  S w e i t z e r  

d i s c u s s  w i t h  D r .  P a c k e r ;  do y o u  s e e  t h a t ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. c a n  y o u  r e a d  a t  l e a s t  t h a t  p a r t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. Do y o u  know w h a t  D r .  S w e i t z e r  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  

D r .  P a c k e r ?  

M R .  MEADOWS:  O b j e c t i o n .  I f  y o u  
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know.  

Q. I f  y o u  know.  

A .  I w o u l d  b e  - -  
M R .  MEADOWS:  D o n ' t  g u e s s .  

A .  I assume - -  

M R .  MEADOWS:  No ,  d o n ' t  g u e s s .  

Q. I f  y o u  do  n o t  remember w h a t  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  was? 

A .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  

Q. D i d  y o u  become aware  on  t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  t h e  2 4 t h  

t h a t  M r s .  s p r e a d b u r y  had  a n o t h e r  c h e s t  f i l m  a t  a b o u t  

6 : 1 5  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  f o r  r e s p i r a t o r y  i n s u f f i c i e n c y ?  

A .  I w a s n ' t  a w a r e  o f  t h a t ,  n o .  

Q. D i d  y o u  h a v e  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  D r .  P a c k e r  t h a t  

d a y  a b o u t  t h e  e p i s o d e  t h a t  p r e c e d e d  h e r  h y p o t e n s i o n ?  

A .  N O .  

Q. Have y o u  e v e r  t a l k e d  w i t h  D r .  P a c k e r  a b o u t  w h a t  

h a p p e n e d  t o  M r s .  s p r e a d b u r y  f r o m  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  2 4 t h  

t h r o u g h  t h e  p r e s e n t ?  

A .  we d i s c u s s e d  t h i n g s  I w o u l d  s a y  v e r y  b r i e f l y  

b e c a u s e  we know we a r e  b o t h  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  

I t  w a s n ' t  a n y t h i n g  s p e c i f i c  r e a l l y .  v e r y  g e n e r a l i t i e s .  

Q. On t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  t h e  2 4 t h ,  when D r .  S w e i t z e r  was 

s e e i n g  M r .  s p r e a d b u r y  - -  I h a t e  t o  s a y  o n  y o u r  b e h a l f  - -  

t h e  H&H was 2 4 . 6  a n d  2 4 . 8 ;  d i d  y o u  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t o  be  

s t a b l e  i n  l i g h t  o f  h e r  s i t u a t i o n ?  
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A .  Y e s ,  I w o u l d  e x p e c t  t h a t  t o  b e  w i t h i n  r e a s o n  

c o n s i d e r i n g  what  s h e  w e n t  t h r o u g h .  

Q. B e c a u s e  a s  y o u  h a v e  t e s t i f i e d ,  y o u  a n t i c i p a t e d  

t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  be  a l o w e r i n g  o f  t h o s e  n u m b e r s  due  t o  

o n g o i n g  t h i r d  s p a c e  l o s s e s ?  

A .  T h e r e  w o u l d  b e  some b l e e d i n g ,  y e s .  

Q. when y o u  l e f t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t  s i x  o ' c l o c k  o n  t h e  

2 3 r d ,  d i d  y o u  h a v e  a c o n c e r n  t h a t  t h e r e  m i g h t  b e  a b l e e d  

somewhere o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  t h i r d  s p a c e ?  

A .  NO. 

Q. How do  y o u  c o n f i r m  a t h i r d  s p a c e  b l e e d ?  

A .  Y o u  r e a l l y  c a n ' t .  

Q. R i g h t .  w e r e  t h e r e  any  o t h e r  t e s t s  t h a t  y o u  w e r e  

t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  p e r f o r m i n g  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  a c t u a l  s i t e  o f  

t h e  b l e e d i n g  i n  t h i s  p a t i e n t ?  

A .  R e a l l y  when I saw h e r  I d i d n ' t  h a v e  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  

she  was b l e e d i n g .  w a s n ' t  - -  t h e  d r o p  when I saw h e r ,  

1 8 0 0 ,  1 d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e  c o u n t  i n  f r o n t  o f  m e ,  h a d  n o t  

c h a n g e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  

Q. S i n c e  t h e  t i m e  o f  a d m i s s i o n ?  

A .  R i g h t .  

Q. D O  y o u  r e c a l l  w h a t  h e r  h e m o g l o b i n  was when s h e  

a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  emergency  d e p a r t m e n t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  I t h i n k  a r o u n d  - -  I d o n ' t  h a v e  i t  w i t h  me, d o  

y o u  h a v e  t h e  r e c o r d ?  
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Q. I ' m  s u r e  i t ' s  i n  h e r e  s h u f f l e d  i n  my n o t e s .  Hang 

o n ,  I t h i n k  I ' v e  g o t  m i n e .  y o u r  a d m i t  n o t e s  maybe .  

T h o s e  d o n ' t  h a v e  an  H&H on  i t .  s e e  if I c a n  f i n d  i t  

h e r e .  E v e r y t h i n g  b u t .  You t h i n k  i t  w o u l d  n o t  be  t h i s  

h a r d  t o  f i n d  t h a t  number .  

D o c t o r ,  l e t  me a s k  y o u  t h i s  q u e s t i o n :  

Y O U h a d  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f i r s t  o f  a l l  be  i n v o l v e d  i n  

t h e  c a r e  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  o f  M a r l a  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  

s u b s e q u e n t l y  l o o k  a t  t h e  r e c o r d s  and  t h e  f i l m s ;  d o  y o u  

h a v e  a n y  c r i t i c i s m  o f  any  o f  t h e  m e d i c a l  p e r s o n n e l  

i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c a r e  and  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h i s  p a t i e n t ?  

M R .  M E A D O W S :  O b j e c t i o n .  

Q. Y O U  may a n s w e r .  

A.  R e p e a t  y o u r  q u e s t i o n .  

Q. Do you  h a v e  a n y  c r i t i c i s m  o f  a n y  o f  t h e  m e d i c a l  

p e r s o n n e l ,  be i t  p h y s i c i a n  o r  n u r s e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  

c a r e  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  , o f  t h i s  p a t i e n t  p r i o r  t o  h e r  s u r g e r y  

on  9 - 2 4 - 9 7 ?  

M R .  MEADOWS:  o b j e c t i o n .  

M I S S  WYLER:  o b j e c t i o n .  

M R .  T A B E R :  o b j e c t i o n .  

M R .  P O T E N Z A :  o b j e c t i o n .  

1'1 1 j o i  n .  M R .  O C K E R M A N :  

A.  T h a t  i s  a t o u g h  q u e s t i o n .  

Q. why i s  i t  t o u g h ?  
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A .  We a r e  a l l  human.  

Q. M e a n i n g  we a r e  a l l  c a p a b l e  o f  m a k i n g  e r r o r s ?  

A .  S u r e .  

I w o u l d  s a y  t h i s :  I w o u l d  h a v e  t o  l e a v e  

i t  up t o  t h e  e x p e r t i s e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e i r  

f i e l d s  t o  p a s s  c r i t i c i s m  r a t h e r  t h a n  m y s e l f .  ~ ' m  n o t  a 

t h o r a c i c  s u r g e o n ,  ~ ' m  n o t  a r a d i o l o g i s t ,  I t h i n k  i t  

w o u l d  n o t  be  r i g h t  f o r  me t o  c r i t i c i z e  p e o p l e  o u t  o f  my 

b a s i c  f i e l d  i n  h a n d l i n g  t h i s  c a s e .  ~f c r i t i c i s m  i s  t o  

be h a n d e d  o u t ,  I w o u l d  r a t h e r  see i t  be done  b y  

s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  t h e i r  f i e l d .  

Q. D u r i n g  y o u r  y e a r s  o f  s e e i n g  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  

e m e r g e n c y  room w i t h  c h e s t  t r a u m a ,  I assume 

M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y  i s  n o t  t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  y o u  e v e r  saw 

w i t h  a c h e s t  t r a u m a ;  am I c o r r e c t ?  

A .  You a r e  c o r r e c t .  

Q. Have y o u  e v e r  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  a p e r s o n  w i t h  a 

d i a g n o s i s  o f  a t r a n s e c t e d  t h o r a c i c  a o r t a ?  

A .  I h a d  one m y s e l f  way b a c k  i n  t h e   O OS, a y o u n g  b o y  

a b o u t  1 2  o r  1 4  h i t  b y  a c a r .  We t r a n s f e r r e d  h i m  u p  t o  

A k r o n  c i t y ,  w h e r e  he was o p e r a t e d  o n .  T h a t  i s  t h e  o n l y  

one I h a d  p e r s o n a l l y .  

D r .  S w e i t z e r  h a d  one s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o  

t h a t  we t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  C l e v e l a n d  and  s h e  e x p i r e d .  T h o s e  

a r e  t h e  o n l y  t w o  t h a t  I h a v e  a n y  k i n d  o f  p e r s o n a l  
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e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  o t h e r  t h a n  t h i s  p r e s e n t  c a s e .  

Q. I n  t h e  i n s t a n c e  w h e r e  y o u  h a d  a p a t i e n t ,  

a p p a r e n t l y  a y o u n g  man y o u  t o l d  me t h a t  was i n v o l v e d  i n  

a c o l l i s i o n ,  was s u r g e r y  p e r f o r m e d ?  

A .  Young b o y  i n  t h e  f i r s t  c a s e ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A.  Y e s ,  he  h a d  s u r g e r y .  

Q. D i d  y o u r  p a t i e n t  e n d  up  p a r a p l e g i c ?  

M R .  T A B E R :  o b j e c t i o n .  

A.  N O .  

Q. Based  u p o n  y o u r  own k n o w l e d g e  as  a g e n e r a l  s u r g e o n  

i s  i t  b e t t e r  t o  o p e r a t e  on  a t r a n s e c t e d  a o r t a  s o o n e r  o r  

l a t e r ?  

M R .  P O T E N Z A :  o b j e c t i o n .  

M R .  M E A D O W S :  o b j e c t i o n .  

A.  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  o p e r a t e  on  t r a n s e c t e d  a o r t a s ,  I 

d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e  e x p e r t i s e  t o  a n s w e r  t h a t .  

Q. Y O U  know n o t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  m e d i c a l  i s s u e s  i n v o l v e d  

w i t h  t i m i n g  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e s e  s u r g e r i e s  a n d  p a r a p l e g i a  

a s  a n  o u t c o m e  o r  n o t ?  

A .  I do n o t .  

Q. L a s t l y  t h e  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  y o u  j u s t  d i s c u s s e d  w h e r e  

y o u  h a d  t h e  y o u n g  man t r a n s f e r r e d  o r  t h e  y o u n g  l a d y  

t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  C l e v e l a n d ,  was i t  f r o m  M a s s i l l o n ?  

A .  Y e s .  
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M R .  O C K E R M A N :  I t h o u g h t  h e  s a i d  

A k r o n .  

Q .  D i d  y o u  s a y  A k r o n ?  

A .  One was t o  C l e v e l a n d ,  t h a t  was D r .  s w e i t z e r ' s  

d e c i s i o n ,  n o t  m i n e .  

Q .  Were t h e r e  n o  c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  s u r g e o n s  a t  

M a s s i l l o n ?  

M R .  MEADOWS:  o b j e c t i o n .  I f  y o u  

know.  

A .  No .  

Q s  T h e r e  a r e n ' t  a n y ?  

A .  No, 

M I S S  K O L I S :  I w o u l d  l i k e  a f e w  

m i n u t e s  t o  t a l k  w i t h  M r .  Emershaw i n  t h e  h a l l w a y .  

- - - - -  

(Recess  h a d . )  

- - - - -  

M I S S  K O L I S :  No f u r t h e r  

q u e s t i o n s .  

M R .  M E A D O W S :  We w i l l  r e a d  i t .  

- - - - -  

( P l a i n t i f f s '  E x h i b i t s  A t h r o u g h  C 

m a r k e d  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . )  

( D e p o s i t i o n  c o n c l u d e d ;  s i g n a t u r e  n o t  w a i v e d . )  
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E R R A T A  S H E E T  

N O T A T I O N  

----------__--------------------------- 

I h a v e  r e a d  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  

t h e  same i s  t r u e  a n d  a c c u r a t e .  

.................................... 

W A L T E R  T E L E S Z ,  M . D .  
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The  S t a t e  o f  O h i o ,  

c o u n t y  o f  Cuyahoga .  : C E R T I F I C A T E :  

I, C o n s t a n c e  c a m p b e l l ,  N o t a r y  p u b l i c  w i t h i n  a n d  f o r  

t h e  s t a t e  o f  O h i o ,  do h e r e b y  c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h e  w i t h i n  

named w i t n e s s ,  W A L T E R  T E L E S Z ,  M . D .  was b y  me f i r s t  d u l y  

s w o r n  t o  t e s t i f y  t h e  t r u t h  i n  t h e  c a u s e  a f o r e s a i d ;  t h a t  

t h e  t e s t i m o n y  t h e n  g i v e n  was r e d u c e d  b y  me t o  s t e n o t y p y  

i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s a i d  w i t n e s s ,  s u b s e q u e n t l y  

t r a n s c r i b e d  o n t o  a c o m p u t e r  u n d e r  my d i r e c t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  

t h e  f o r e g o i n g  i s  a t r u e  a n d  c o r r e c t  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  t h e  

t e s t i m o n y  s o  g i v e n  a s  a f o r e s a i d .  

I do f u r t h e r  c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h i s  d e p o s i t i o n  was t a k e n  

a t  t h e  t i m e  and  p l a c e  as s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  

c a p t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  I am n o t  a r e l a t i v e ,  c o u n s e l  o r  

a t t o r n e y  o f  e i t h e r  p a r t y ,  o r  o t h e r w i s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  

o u t c o m e  o f  t h i s  a c t i o n .  

I N  W I T N E S S  WHE,REOF, I h a v e  h e r e u n t o  s e t  my h a n d  a n d  

a f f i x e d  my s e a l  o f  o f f i c e  a t  C l e v e l a n d ,  O h i o ,  

t h i s  2 6 t h  d a y  o f  May, 1 9 9 9 .  

C o n s t a n c e  c a m p b e l l ,  s t e n o g r a p h i c  R e p o r t e r ,  

N o t a r y  P u b l i c / s t a t e  o f  O h i o .  

C o m m i  s s i  o n  e x p i  r a t i o n  : J a n u a r y  1 4 ,  2 0 0 3 .  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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Depo outline - Teelesz 

4-436: Marla Spreadbury 

Deposition Outline 
Walter Telesz, M.D. 

Thursday, May 20,11999 

~~~~~~t~~ Dr. Telesz’s CV 
9-23-97 order sheet 
9-23-97 order sheet 

Description 

Review of Curriculum Vitae 

7 / 16-18 

7 / 2 1  

7 124 

813 

8 1  17 

914  

9 / 9  

9 /  17 

9 / 2 0  

10 12-5 

101 15 

10/  17 

10 I20 

11 / 3-10 

11 I14 

Attended University of Pittsburgh medical school; graduated 1965 

Interned at Alu-on City Hospital for one year 

General internship 

Coinpleted general surgical residency at Alaon City 

Was board certified in general surgery in 1971 

Is in association or partnership with Stark County Surgeons, Inc. with 4 other physicians 

With this group for about 12 to 14 years 

Has privileges at Massillon CominuiUty Hospital 

Obtained courtesy privileges at Mercy in 1980 

Courtesy privileges are the same as at Massillon except one does not have to take 
emergency room calls and is not eligible to hold office 

Is vice chairman, dept. of surgery at Massillon 

Just in the past year 

Was chief of surgery for a 2-year period 

Current practice involves wide scope of surgery: top thyroid, breast, GI tract, stomach, 
small bowel, colon, gallbladder, hernia, appendicitis, peripheral vascular such as aortic 
aneurysm and lower abdomen, fern pop graphs - a lot of venous surgery 

No particular specialty - practice involves everything 
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11 122 Has been sued before 

31213 Twice 

112/ 10 Neither went to verdict in favor of plaintiff 

1 2 /  15 Has ody  been sued in Stark County 

CORDS REVIEWED FOR DEPOSITION 

12 I 1 8-2 1 Reviewed his records and depositions 

1312  Did not review any records other than Mercy Med Ctr 

13 I 6  Reviewed depos of Cawtlion, Sos, and IGalilc 

13 I 1 2  Has reviewed the CT films since filing of lawsuit 

13 / 15 Day of this deposition 

13 I18 

141 15 

Cannot interpret CT films 

Did not review any medical literature 

141 17 No medline searches 

14 121 Does not consider himself to be a “trauma surgeon” 

CARE OF MARLA SPREADBURY 

14124- 1514 Came to be involved with Marla’s care because it was his turn to be on call; calls are 
divided among 5 surgeons from Stark County Surgeons 

15 110 One member of the Stark group (Dr. Sweitzer) does have active privileges at Mercy 

15 118 Never had a problem with Sweitzer sharing his call duty with his associates who don’t have 
active privileges 

1613 Cannot remember how he came to be the admitting physician as all members were there 

1618 Has been on-call emergency physician for approx. 6-7 years; since Sweitzer joined Stark 

161 12 

16 I 2 5  

Not aware of Sweitzer’s certifications 

Telesz was Marla’s admitting physician to ICU 
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117/6 

871 16 

17 I 21  

19 12-10 

19 115-18 

19/24-2011 

2014 

2019 

201 19 

20 I 2 2  

21 11 

21 I 1 0  

21 113 

21 I18 

2 1/24-2213 

23 / 1 

23 110-17 

23 I 2 5  

24 19-10 

Depo outline - Telesz 

Basically had no surgical problems at that time 

Doesn’t h o w  how it is decided who becomes the admitting physician 

Stayed at the hospital on 9/23 until the conclusloii of CT scan 

Thinks he was there for approx. 2 hours 

Doesn’t rememberbeing called at home although there is a verbal order in the chart 

Learned of t p  transected aort5gikhe morning of 9124 

Came to learn of it because when he arrived at the hospital b/t 10:30 & 11 100, Marla was 
undergoing an arteriogram per Dr. Kralik because her blood pressure dropped 

Then went to the radiology suite and was show the aortic tear 

On 9/23, was concerned of injury to tlie great vessels because of the amount of trauma to 
Marla’s chest; that is wliy the CT was ordered 

Was told on 9/23 the CT was no injury to the great vessels 

Was told by Dr. Cawthon 

Cawtlion told him on 9/23 tliat the great vessels were normal 

Was told tliat around 1 :00 while the procedure was going on 

Was at the patient’s bedside during CT 

Spoke with Cawthon on 9/24 after learning of tlie transected aorta 

Also reviewed the scan with her 

Somewhere around 11:OO a.m. on 9/24 

After arteriogram, was curious why the CT didn’t pick up the tear, so he went to the CT 
scan suite to have Cawthon review the films 

Doesn’t recall if Cawthon already luiew of the situation at this time 

Recalls telling Cawthon of the arteriogram, the tear and why wasn’t it seen on the CT; 
Cawtlioii’s response was must have missed it, I don’t h o w  why 

Did not share that with anyone else 

Doesn’t thiidc he spoke with the Spreadbury’s on 9/24 

I* r” ’i 

Le I”_ -____.-- ---+--- 
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Depo outline - Telesz 

2512 

25 i 85-19 

25 122 

26 13-18 

Has not spolten with anyone about the CT since 9/24 through the filing of the lawsuit 

Arrived at the hospital somewhere around 11 :30 - shortly after Marla arrived 

Performed a PE in the emergency room 

When Telesz arrived, Marla was intubated and ventilated by the respiratory therapist; not 
anany external injuries 

TELESZ’S PHYSICAL EXAM IN ER ON 9/23 

26 I 11-18 

26 120-25 

27 11-10 

2817 

28 / 13-19 

2914 

29 i 9 

29 /  14 

29 / 22 

301 1 

3 0 1 8  

301 12 

3 0 1  19 

30 I 2 4  

31 12-8 

Exam revealed right pupil 50% larger than the left - both reactive to light; chest exam 
revealed ecchymosis on left anterior; clear lungs with auscultation; chest tubes already in 
place 

Dr. Menia may have been in process of inserting Right chest tube; notices subcutaneous 
emphysema and suggested inserting left chest tube 

Abdomen was soft w/out masses; did not have peritoneal irritation; no ecchymotic areas on 
abdomen; extremities were not deformed 

Did not specifically review Dr. Menia’s order sheet because he knew what was going on 

Caiuiot honestly say if he looked at the chest xrays 

Was coiicerned about great vessel injury because of the severe chest trauma 

Based upon the collision and inultiple ii-actiired ribs 

Usually reviews films with the radiologist if he feels it’s important 

Believes he reviewed the films with the ER doctor if he even looked at them 

Doesn’t recall the mediastinum being widened 

Does not completely agree, in looking at the films today, that the mediastinum was widened; 
not a good film 

Wouldn’t be concerned about it being widened - doesn’t find it diagnostic 

A chest film is not diagnostic iii general for a great vessel injury 

Admitted Marla to ICU at 12: 15 

Read o€ 9/23, 12: 15 order into record; consult with Sos, head trauma; consult with Tawil, 
chest trauma; consult with Paclter, ventilation 

,- 
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Depo outline - Telesz 

31/18-3211 

32/2-13 

32/2 4- 1 9 

321 20-2 1 

32/22-3313 

3314 

33  I 1 2  

3 3  I16 

33 I 2 1  

3 3  I 2 4  

34 I5 

34 I 19-25 

35  I 4  

3518 

35  I15 

35  I 1 9  

3616 

361 1 5  

36 121-25 

37 16-15 

First item on order, NG tube: was trained to put one in every hole for a major trauma; GI 
tract is one frequently Inas gastric dilatation - keeps the bowel and stomach quiet 

8&O is to record patient’s fluid 110; IV’s, a little higher than staidsard to limit fluid intake 
due to possible head injury 

H&H every 6 hrs to follow patient’s blood count, to establish any blood loss in case so 
critical that the patient has to be transfbsed 

AiiceE is a general broad spectrum Abx given prophylactically 

Consults: Sos because she had a concussion; Tawil because of her chest trauma; Packer to 
handle blood gases 

Order for bilateral chest tubes connected to a water seal to prevent any air leak 

Had not yet been talcen for CT scan when these orders were written 

Tawil was there throughout the entire time 

Tawil was in the ER with Telesz 

Tawil also went down to the CT scan 

No suggestion of aortogram being performed at that time 

Did not review hard copies of scan during scan; occasionally looked at monitor; Cawthon 
mentioned concern about air in the mediastinum and thought there inay be some hematoma 
in the mediastinum 

Pretty sure she said “hematoma’’ 

Doesn’t recall any other radiologist coming in to look at the scan 

Doesn’t remember if Dr. Murphy had come in to look at the films 

Never talked with Dr. M~rpliy after the discovery of the transected aorta 

Doesn’t remember staying for the exams by the consults 

Next note written at 1800 hours ( 6 :OO p.m.) 

Recalls spealting the Dr. Sos - CT of head was not a problem, but head would be monitored 
closely 

Didn’t have a whole lot of conversation with Tawil; h e w  of plan to do a bronchoscope for 
air in the mediastiiiuin to R/O tracheal tear - thinks before 1800 hours 

5 



38 I 3-8 

3 8 I I I  

38 I 17-21 

38 I 24 

3 9 1 5  

3 9 / 7  

3 9 / 1 1  

391 13 

39 120 

39 I 2 4  

4014 

40 I 17-23 

41 16 

41 I 1 0  

41 114-17 

41 121-25 

4214 

43 I 1  

43 I 4  

43 I 18 

Bepo outline - Telesz 

Reading of 6:OO p.m. note into the record 

BP 70 to 80's systolic 

Thought cause of blood loss could have been third space fluid loss fkom blunt ~~~~~~ to the 
chest where all the rib fractures were; probably some blood into the mediastinum with the 
hematoma 

IV was increased resulting in her BP going back to normal range 

This is called a "push" 

Indicates that Marla was slightly hflovolemic 

Hypovolemia would have been caused by 3'd space fluid losses 

Was waiting for a repeat H&I-I 

A drop in hemoglobin is watched for in patients with major trauma 

Would order a transfusioii if there was a drop in her H&H 

Doesn't recall leaving any standing orders for changes or fluctuations in BP or H&H 

Because her BP responded rapidly, didn't think anymore fluid loss would be a problem; left 
no specific orders because he felt nursing staff was quite competent and had a lot of 
experience; would be notified by ICU nurses if anything significant happened 

Would have left the hospital shortly after 6:OO exam 

Did review nurses notes between leaving and returning the hospital 

Found 2 instances of Marla haviiig low BP then they came right back up; never stayed down 
long 

Would have expected a call of BP stayed down; but they came back up quicldy; she had an 
arterial line, so it could have been positional 

Dowii time would be after half hour, hour 

If pressure stayed in the range of 70 to 80, that is concerning enough 

If systolic pressure stayed down over a period of time 

Did not leave any specific written order because he felt nurses would know to call him if 
pressure stayed down 
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44 13-7 

44 I 20 

44 I 24 

45 I 4  

45 / 13 

46 I 5 

6 18-14 

46 I 2 5  

47 19-1 1 

48 / 1 

48 I13 

48/24-4915 

49 I 7-1 1 

49 123 

50 I 5 

5018 

501 11 

501 15 

50 I 2 2  

51 I8 

51 I 12 

51 I 1 5  

Bepo outline - Telesz 

Was told the bronchoscope was negative; did not have any direct conversation with Tawd 
about it 

Was not aware of any further testing at that point 

Doesn’t remember of order for ai1 esophogram 

Tawil didn’t call him with his impressions from 6:OO p.m. on 9/23 through the next morning 

Has never seen guidelines set by Mercy for coiifirmation of completed c o ~ s ~ ~ t a t ~ o ~ ~  or tests 

Not aware of any hospital practice of the atteiidiiig being updated 

Saw the patient simultaneously with Tawil; if Tawil needed Telesz’s input, Tawil would 
have asked; it was Tawil’s decision to do bronchoscopy 

Unaware of Mercy having house officers 

Doesn’t recall teleplione order of 9-23-97, 6 a.m. for SMA 

Unaware of any attempts made to reach him during the night of 9/23 

Marla had been seen by Dr. Sweitzer in the morning of 9/24 

Group works out of 3 hospitals - Massillon, Aultman and Mercy; takes care of each other’s 
patients; Sweitzer niay have been one of the surgeons on call then 

Sweitzer does more work at Mercy than the others; Telesz may have told him about Marla 
and asked him to look in on her 

No one can read Sweitzer’s writing 

Did not speak with Sweitzer on the 24“’ 

When Telesz reviewed the chart, asked Sweitzer to interpret the note 

When reviewing the chart for the lawsuit 

Things were pretty stable 

Can read that Sweitzer talked with Packer 

Doesn’t know what that discussion was 

Was not aware that Marla had another cliest film at 6:15 a.m. on 9/24 for respiratory 
insufficiency 

Did not tall< with Packer prior to the hypotension episode 
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Dew outline - Telesz 

51 119-21 

521 P 

521 I O  

521 12 

52 116-19 

54 14-1 1 

54 I 19-22 

54 123-25 

5 5 1 7  

55 I10 

55 116 

55 I21 

561 11 

Has spoken with Packer in general terms since 9/24 through the present 

Found EI&H at 24.6 and 24.8 to be within reason 

Had no concern of a bleed other than the 3'" space 

Can't really confirm a 3"' space bleed 

Didn't have any indication Marla was bleeding because her count had not ~~~~~~ 

significantly 

Cannot criticize doctors in other fields of medicine - would leave it up to others in the same 
field 

Had a case of transected aorta in the 70's 

Sweitzer had one several years ago where the woman was transferred to Cleveland and she 
expired 

His case, involving a young boy, the boy had surgery 

Patient did not end up paraplegic 

Cannot answer if it's better to operate sooner or later as it's not his area of surgery 

IGiows nothing of the issues as to timing, outcomes 

There were (are) no cardiothoracic surgeons at Massillon 
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