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SUSAN STAFINSKI, R.N., 

a witness, called for examination by the Plaintiff, 

under the Rules, having been first duly sworn, as 

hereinafter certified, deposed and said as follows: 

EXAM INAT 1 ON 

Q. Hello. 

A. Hi, your name is David? 

Q. David Malik, right. 

Just for the record before we start, 

there was some irregularity in the notice. 

originally set for one olclock, changed to ten. By 

virtue of the fact that nobody else is here, 

to reserve those parties' rights in this deposition on 

their behalf because I don't know if the mistake was 

apparently 

This was 

I am going 

mine or somebody else's. 

I have some questions to ask you. If there is 

anything you don't understand, just let me know. 

Have you had a deposition taken before? 

A. No. 

Q. 
record? 

A. Susan J. Stafinski. 

Q. 
A. An R.N. 

Q. And what is your home address? 

Would you please state your full name for the 

And what is your occupation? 
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1 A. 

2 Q. 
3 A. 

4 Q. 

5 A. 

6 Q. 
7 A. 

8 Q. 
9 and 

10 A. 

7064 West Law in Valley City. 

And your phone number? 

4 8 3 - 3 9 5 5 .  

And your social security number? 

276-56-9960. 

And what is your birthday? 

04-21-54. 

Can you tell me a little bit about your training 

education? 

In 1974 I graduated from LPN school at Lakewood. 

11 I had gone to Tri-C from 1978 to ' 8 5 .  I graduated from 

12 Tri-C - -  that was from '78 to '85 I told you, right --  

13 and then I went to Akron University after that. 

And did you graduate? 

I have two more courses and then I graduate. 

16 Q. And what degree will you receive then? 

17 A. Bachelor's. 

1 8  Q. How long have you worked at Parma? 

19 A. It will be seven years in January coming up. 

20 Q. And where did you work before that? 

21 A. I was at a nursing home with Alzheimer's 

22 patients. 

23 Q.  Which one? 

24 A. In Bath, Ohio. 

25 Q. Does it have a name? 
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A. Bath Manor. 

Q. Are you familiar with pre-admission testing 
, 

procedures at Parma? 

A. In what way, sir? 

Q. Well, in January of 1996 my client Mr. McCue 

signed a consent to operation and treatment form which 

I believe you witnessed, is that your signature? 

A. Yes, it is. 

Q. Can you tell me what your responsibilities were 

with respect to this form? 

A. I hand them to surgical patients for them to read 

and, if they're in agreement, to sign. 

Q. Would you exp1ain.anythin.g to them? 

A. That a surgery will not be done unless the form 

is signed, the form had to be signed. 

Q. Are you permitted to explain anything more to 

them? 

A .  No, that is the doctor's responsibility to 

explain the procedure. 

Q. Is that a policy here at Parma Community General 

Hospital? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was that the policy in January of ' 9 6 ?  

A .  Yes. 

MR. JEFFERS : It also is a law 
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i n  t h e  s t a t e  of Ohio. 

BY MR. MALIK: 

Q .  D o  YOU know who typed t h a t  form? 

A. I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  know who typed i t .  One of t h e  

s e c r e t a r i e s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know which one. 

MR. JEFFERS : I want you t o  

c l a r i f y  t h a t  w a s  a form and the re  i s  

typ ing  on it  and y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about what 

a s e c r e t a r y  typed. 

BY MR. MALIK: 

Q .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  Correct .  

Q. There i s  a d a t e  on t h e r e  of January 2 6 ,  1 9 9 6 .  Is 

t h a t  your handwriting? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q .  Is t h a t  t i m e  of 12:05, is t h a t  your  handwriting,  

i s  t h a t  when you signed t h e  r epor t?  

A .  That is m y  handwriting.  

Q. Is t h a t  12:05 l i k e  lunchtime? 

A. Yes. 

Q .  The procedure would be t h a t  you give him t h e  

form, do you read  i t  with him? 

A .  N o ,  I hand i t  t o  him t o  read.  

Q. When you gave him t h i s  form w e r e  t h e r e  b lanks  

a l r e a d y  f i l l e d  i n ?  



a 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0  

11 

1 2  

15  

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 0  

2 1  

22  

23 

24  

25  

A. Yes. 

Q. Had Dr. Gittinger already signed it? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know when Dr. Gittinger signed that form? 

A. No, I don't. 

I Q. Now, I am going to hand you a document that - -  

don't know what it's called - -  I am going to ask you if 

you can identify that and tell me what that is. 

A. I can't tell you what that is, sir. 

Q. 
A. No. 

Q. 

treatment form did you also have Mr. McCue sign a form 

entitled the surgical consent form? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was that done at the same time? 

A .  Yes. 

Q. 
A. I told him that was so we could-provide 

information about him to the insurance company, and 

down at the bottom a waiver releases the hospital from 

liability for loss of valuables like money, checkbooks, 

credit cards, things of that nature. 

Q. 
procedure care record, is that your signature on there? 

Have you ever seen that before? 

In addition to the consent to operation and 

And did you explain that form to him? 

I am handing you a form entitled outpatient 
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A .  Yes. 

MR. JEFFERS : 1'11 t e l l  you 

what, f o r  t h i s  much information so i t  

d o e s n ' t  ge t  confusing,  could w e  mark t h e s e  

and then  r e f e r  t o  them by t h a t ?  

MR. M A L I K :  I was going t o  

mark them a t  each p o i n t ,  but  w e  can mark 

them. Mark t h e  consent form, t h e  paper  

e n t i t l e d  consent  t o  opera t ion  and 

t rea tment ,  A; t h e  consent form, B ;  t h e  

page w i t h  no name, C;  ou tpa t i en t  procedure 

c a r e  record form, D; and t h e  admission 

records  a s  E ,  p l e a s e .  

(Thereupon, P l a i n t i f f ' s  Exhib i t s  A, 

B ,  C,  D, and E t o  t h e  depos i t ion  of 

Susan Staf i n s k i  , R . N.  , w e r e  marked for 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  1 

MR. JEFFERS : And t o  make 

t h i n g s  e a s i e r ,  w e  can make copies of t h e s e  

so  t h a t  everyone can t ake  them back w i t h  

them, and w e  can have them. 

BY MR. MALIK: 

Q. 
r ecord  a s  Exhibi t  D .  

p layed with r e spec t  t o  t h a t  document? 

So w e  j u s t  marked t h i s  o u t p a t i e n t  procedure care 

Can you t e l l  m e  what r o l e  you 
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A. This was filled out when the patient was in 

pre-admission together with me during the interview. 

Q. On the 26th? 

A. Yes, a portion of this was filled out  by me. 

Q. Which portion? 

A. The upper here, the top line, this part here 

where it says explain, this part here where it says 

remind, and this part where it says inquire. 

Q. And why is your signature at the bottom? 

A. Because these are my initials SS, so I have to 

demonstrate that that's my signature, those are my 

initials. 

Q. So as we sit here today it is your position that 

it is a doctor's responsibility to explain the consent 

form. 

A. To explain the procedure. 

Q. In this particular case, if you know, there is 

Dr. Gittinger, there is Dr. Midis, there is Dr. Pacita 

Garcia; which of those physicians are-you saying has a 

responsibility to explain the consent form to the 

patient? 

A. To explain the procedure, Dr. Gittinger. 

Q. Who has to answer these? 

A. The patient talks to the anesthesiologist, and I 

25 don't know what their conversation consists of. 
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to the anesthesiologist? 

A. Either before I see the patient or after I see 

the patient, and after the doctor sees - -  the medical 

doctor sees the patient. 

Q. 
A. Yes. 

Q. So you see the patient on that day, the 

anesthesiologist is supposed to see the patient on that 

day? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Is Dr. Gittinger supposed to see the patient on 

Is that during the pre-admission tests? 

that 

A. 

Q .  for pre - admission 

tests at Parma is it a fair statement to say whoever is 

going to participate in his care with respect to the 

physicians should see him? 

A. In this case, Dr. Midis. 

Q. The day of pre-admission tests, right? 

A. No. Dr. Midis to my knowledge did not see that 

patient the day of PAT. 

Q .  

patient? 

A. I assume - -  

That is my question, do you know who saw that 



12 

1 MR. J E F F E R S :  No, you don' t 

2 assume, the question is do you know. 

3 BY MR. MALIK: 

4 Q. Do you know or don't you? 

5 A. I don't know. 

6 Q. Is it standard procedure here for Dr. Midis to 

7 see the patient on the day that he is here for 

8 pre-admission tests? 

9 A. It is not standard procedure. 

10 Q. Whose responsibility is it, if you know, f o r  him 

11 to get him to see the patient? 

MR. J E F F E R S  : 

own responsibility? 

Dr. Midis. 

1 6  MR. J E F F E R S :  Do you know 

1'7 that question? 

18 Q. Whose responsibility? 

19 A. Would YOU - -  

20 Q. Sure. Is it his responsibility to see the 

21 patient during the day he's here for pre-admission 

22 testing? 

23 A .  No. 

24 Q. Is that a standard procedure for when he does see 
1 

25 the patient? 
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A. I don't know. 

Q. Did you talk to Dr. Midis about that case at all? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you talk to anybody other than your attorney 

about that case? 

A. Dr. Lopez-Velez. 

Q. 

A. She asked me within the last six months - -  she 

asked me a question about the history on the physical. 

And what was the gist of that conversation? 

MR. JEFFERS : That is 

Exhibit D. 

MR. MALIK: No, that is a 

different document, that is - -  

MR. JEFFERS : I am sorry, it 

is not D. 

MR. JEFFERS : I am sorry, it 

is not D. 

MR. MALIK: That is another 

D. We'll use this. 

BY MR. MALIK: 

Q. 
A. 

why he was here, chief complaints, asked him who his 

medical doctor. Asked him his marital status, his 

What was your role in that document? 

I interviewed the patient for PAT and asked him 

occupation, asked him - -  we also have a patient bring 

his medications in so we can go over those with the 

patient and then I mark down what they take - -  and then 
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1 ask him if h has an; allergies, and then I proceed 

on to ask him if he had any heart disease, lung 

disease, and that was it. 

a .  And that is on the form entitled outpatient 

history and physical? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did he talk to you about anesthesia or volunteer 

any information about anesthesia to you? 

A. No. 

a .  Let me see that for a second. On that form where 

it lists anesthesia it is circled general, can you tell 

me what that means? 

A. That is the information I recopied from the 

booking slip which was Exhibit E, I think we made it 

Exhibit E. Do you have it as an E? 

Q. And so you copied the information from the 

booking slip onto this? 

A. Correct 

Q. Was there any discussion about what a general 

anesthetic is with the patient? 

A. No. 

MR. JEFFERS : By whom? 

A. Right, 

Q. Was there any discussion with the patient about 

anesthesia at all? 
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1 A .  No. 

2 Q. Do you know what a general anesthetic is? 

3 A. Yes. 

4 Q. What is a general anesthetic? 

5 MR. J E F F E R S :  Objection, go 

6 ahead. I'm objecting because she is not 

7 an anesthesiologist. 

8 A. It puts the patient to sleep during surgery. 

9 Q. Is a general different from a spinal? 

- 

25 circled it. 

10 
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22 

A.  Yes. 

Q. What is a spinal? 

MR. J E F F E R S :  Can I have a 

continuing objection. Then I won't 

interrupt you, Dave, because you're 

outside the realm of her general 

knowledge. 

A. 

possibly from the waist down, and that is the 

difference to my knowledge between a general and a 

spinal. 

Q. 

was to receive a spinal you would have circled that 

A spinal anesthetizes a part of the body, 

And if it was on the booking form that Mr. McCue 

23 also, correct? 

24 A. If that was on the booking slip I would have 



16 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. Do you know who prepared the booking slip? 

A. No, I don't. 

Q. 
question about different kinds of anesthesia - -  

A. Yes. 

Q. - -  and he asked you about them, what would be 

your response? 

A. To talk to the anesthesiologist. 

Q. Do you have a supervisor? 

A. Yes. 

Q. 
A. Joanne Joyce. 

Q. 
Hospital? 

A. Yes. 

If you assume for a moment that the patient had a 

Who was your supervisor on January 26th? 

And you' re an employee of Parma Community General 

Q. 
General Hospital on January 26th? 

A. Yes. 

Q. 
talking about today, do you have any notes that you 

recorded and prepared? 

A. No. 

Q. 
that you did be in the chart? 

A .  Yes. 

And you were an employee of Parma Community 

Other than the booking form and-the forms we are 

Is everything that you did or should everything 
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1 Q. Do you remember Mr. McCue? 

2 A. No. 

3 Q. So you don't have any independent recollection of 

4 that day? 

5 A. No, I don't. 

6 Q. Where did you receive your training and your 

7 instructions with respect to what you do with regards 

8 to those forms? 

9 A. I received my training on the floor in the 

10 

11 Q. 

pre-admission testing department from the other staff. 

Is there a policy and procedure manual for the 

1 2  pre-admission testing department? 

13 A. Yes 

Does it spell out what your responsibilities are? 

15 A. Yes. 

16 MR - JEFFERS : Just to qualify 

17 that, it is not a cookbook as you know, 

1 8  

1 9  

2 0  

2 1  

2 2  

23  

24  

because I turned it over to you. It isn't 

something like that. 

MR. MALIK: Is everything 

with respect to those forms in the 

material you turned over? 

MR. JEFFERS: If it is 

relevant to her, yes. 

25  / / /  
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BY MR. MALIK: 

Q. Is there a written job description for your 
, 

posit ion? 

MR. JEFFERS : 

position? 

MR. MALIK: 

For her 

Right. 

A. Yes. 

Q. And officially, what is your position? 

A. R.N. 

Q. And where is that written job description? 

A. In the policy book. 

Q. Is it your responsibility to explain to the 

patient during the pre-admission testing time anything 

about pain control? 

MR. JEFFERS : About what? 

MR. MALIK: Pain control. 

A. No. 

Q. Is your position more administrative than it is 

medical, so to speak? 

A. No. 

Q. I'm curious, if a patient had a question about 

any of those forms are you able to explain to them what 

the forms mean? 

A. I refer them to the proper sources depending on 

the question. 
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Q. So let me just nail down who the proper sources 

are. Would Dr. Gittinger be a proper source? 

A. Depending on what the question was, yes. 

Q. And Dr. Midis, is that who you said was the 

anesthesiologist? 

A. He did not see the patient that day. 

Q. But he could be a resource to explain what the 

forms mean? 

A. Dr. Garcia is the resource person I would ask at 

that time and date. 

Q. Would Dr. Garcia have been available on that day? 

A. Yes. 

Q -  
been your responsibility to talk to the doctor, or 

would you have had the patient talk to the doctor? 

A. I would have had the patient talk to the doctor. 

Q. Have you in your experience here at Parma signed 

- -  and I refer to Exhibit A - -  a consent form where it 

indicates, actually it says, IrI consent to the 

administration of anesthesia and to the use of such 

anesthetics as may be deemed advisable with exception 

of," and it is typed in, none. 

And if the patient had a question would it have 

MR. JEFFERS: Have you seen 

that before? Go ahead and answer, he's 

talking generally. 
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1 A. Yes, I have seen other consent forms, yes, here 

2 at Parma and similar to this. 

3 MR. JEFFERS : You have seen 

4 what ? 

5 THE WITNESS: The same consent 

6 form . 
7 MR. JEFFERS : Eels asking you 

8 whether or not you have seen this without 

9 the word none. 

10 A. I have not seen it without the word none. 

11 Q. My question is, have you seen it with the word 

12 none before? 

13 A. I don' t remember. 

14 Q. So it would be your testimony today that you 

15 don't remember whether or not you have seen a consent 

16 form prior to January 26th with the word none in there. 

17 MR. JEFFERS: Objection. 

18 A. 1 think all of them that I have seen in PAT had 

19 the word none. The form we have now does, too. 

20 Q. But the ones you have seen do have the word none? 

2 1  A. Yes. 

22  Q. And forgive me if I asked you this because I 

23 don't really remember, do you know who types in those 

24  things, fills in the blanks? 

25 A. The secretary. 
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Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

done 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 

Do you know who that would be? 

No. 

Where would she be located? 

In pre-admission tests. 

Is there more than one secretary? 

I imagine there is, yes. 

Are there a lot? 

There is three of them that would probably have 

that. 

What are their names? 

Pat, and there is Debbie and Tracy. 

You don't know any of the last names? 

I can't - -  

That is okay. But they work in pre-admission 

tests? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And they work at Parma Hospital, and they worked 

there on January 26th of 1996? 

A. They were at least employees at,that time, yes. 

Q. I am handing you Exhibit C. Again, you looked at 

that a short time ago and told me you didn't know what 

it was. After you look again? 

MR. JEFFERS : You have to say 

something. 

A. No. 
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Q. You still don't? 

A. No. 
, 

Q. Have you seen that form used by the hospital 

before? 

A. No. 

Q. Is that a standard pre-admission test form? 

A. No, it isn't anything that I utilize. 

Q. 
when you're doing your part of the pre-admission 

Can you tell me what documents you do utilize 

testing? 

A. The portions I showed you in there. 

Q. The consent forms? 

A. Yes. 

Q. 
A. Correct. 

The exhibits we marked today? 

Q. With the exception of the one you don't know. 

A. Correct. 

Q. And that is Exhibit C. 

MR. J E F F E R S :  = Well, she 

doesn't write on Exhibit E either, she 

just gets it. 

A. I utilize it but don't write on it. 

Q. 
looking at when the patient is there? 

MR. J E F F E R S  : You mean the 

Is there anything else in the file that you are 
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comp 1 a int s ? 
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3 Q. Well, how much of the chart is in there at that 

4 time? 

5 A. The teaching sheets, the teaching flow sheets. I 

6 think we've got most of it already, but the teaching 

7 flow sheets we utilize. 

8 Q. What are teaching flow sheets? 

9 A. We instruct the patients, we touch on what to 

10 expect, where to come on the day of surgery and what to 

11 

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

15 

1 6  

17 

18 

19 

2 0  

21 

2 2  

2 3  

24 

2 5  

expect, we teach with it. 

Q. So you use it as an aid? 

A. Yes. 

Q. 
patient about it? 

A. Yes, some of the things, not all. That is the 

responsibility of all nurses who interact or take care 

of the patient during their hospital stay to fill that 

in. 

Q. Is this the teaching flow sheet that is in 

this report, the one that was there for the 26th? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When he came in there was this one? 

A. Yes. 

Q. It says problems affecting learning ability, it 

You go down the list of this and talk to the 

Okay. 
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s anxiety. 

Yes. 

That was there on the 26th? 

Yes. 

MR. M A L I K :  We're going to 

mark this as an exhibit. I don't know 

that I have a copy of this. Maybe just 

because it's a different color. 

MR. J E F F E R S :  You have a copy 

M S .  K E I L :  You have a copy. 

MR. J E F F E R S  : We'll just 

tentatively call it F, Exhibit F. 

MR. M A L I K :  Consisting of 

two pages, back and front. 

BY MR. MALIK: 

Q. The documentation you would have would be 

whatever is in this file with the exception of what 

went on during the operation and thereafter. 

MR. J E F F E R S :  = Objection. 

MR. MALIK: 

about the 26th. 

MR. J E F F E R S :  

I am talking 

You have got all 

kinds of things going. 

MR. MALIK: I am trying to 

get to the bottom of what was in here, 
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what you saw. , 

MR. JEFFERS : He's not just 

talking about what you signed. 

A. This is in here, this top sheet. We have a 

doctor's order sheet. 

Q. 
A. This one. 

Okay, can you show me where that is exactly? 

MR. MALIK: All right , hold 

on. It's dated 0 1- 2 5- 9 6 .  Make the face 

sheet just for this deposition Exhibit G; 

and this doctor's orders sheet dated 

01- 25- 96 ,  Exhibit H. 

MR. JEFFERS: Exhibit H? 
MR. MALIK: Exhibit H. 

BY MR. MALIK: 

Q. 

which doctor it is from? 

A. 

that we have in our protocol book for.the surgery in 

pre-admission testing, and one of my staff members, one 

of my coworkers rewrote the orders from the protocol 

book onto this sheet, this doctor's order sheet. 

Q. 
A. 

is another list of orders that we follow. 

Can you tell me what this order sheet says and 

This order sheet is in accordance to the orders 

Could you read that for me? 

It says, please use anesthesia protocol, and that 
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1 Q. Are those nursing orders? 

2 A. Those are lab tests that need to be done prior to 

3 the surgery that they require. 

4 MR. JEFFERS : Just to correct 

5 what you said, those orders are 

6 physician's orders. 

7 BY MR. MALIK: 

8 Q. Is the anesthesia protocol a separate protocol 

9 from the nurse's? 

10 A. The anesthesia protocol is a separate protocol 

11 from surgeon's, from the surgeon's protocol of orders. 

12 Q. And where is that contained, where is that held? 

-1 13 A. We have that in pre-admission tests, we utilize 
\ 

14 the anesthesia protocol regarding lab work, and we 

15 utilize whatever the surgeons require. 

16 Q. Is there any specific protocol for Dr. 

17 Gittinger's patients? 

18 A. He had specific orders for patients that are 

19 having different types of surgery. 

20 Q. And those are kept on the nurse's floor? 

21 A. Yes, with us, yes. 

2 2  Q. Would you please continue. 

23 A. Physical therapy for ambulation, partial 

24 weight-bearing 50% per PAT protocol, Dr. Gittinger, 

25 Joanne Sable, R.N. 
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Q. What else does it say in there? 

A. It says refused - -  did you want - -  it says 

refused PT today. 

therapy. 

Q .  What is the next line saying? 

A. No further tests required per anesthesia 

protocol. 

He refused to go to physical 

First of all, Dr. Gittinger's protocol said for 

us to go ahead and refer to anesthesia protocol. 

Q. 
patient. 

A. It did refer to anesthesia protocol, and it said 

no further tests required because that protocol goes 

according to age, sex, if it's male or female, and also 

it depends on what type of anesthetic they have. 

Q. 
A. Some lab work is required according to age, some 

lab is required in addition with a general anesthesia. 

There might be an additional chest X-ray ordered when a 

patient receives general anesthesia; however, he was 

only 38 years old and therefore, it wasn't required 

unless it was ordered extra by his doctor. And 

Dr. Garcia did interview the patient and examined the 

patient and requested to do a chest X-ray. 

Q. On what day? 

But he did order physical therapy for the 

Does the protocol deal with issues of anesthesia? 
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A.  The same day he came i n  f o r  t h e  PAT. 

Q. So he  d i d  see  D r .  Garcia t h a t  day? 

A .  

X-ray and a hematocri t  and hemoglobin. 

Q. 
Garcia? 

A.  N o .  

Q. 
know why? 

A. 

w e  w r i t e  them i n  r e d .  

Q. 
A. 

Q .  That p e r t a i n s  t o  you. 

A.  

Q. 

anybody else? 

A.  Af te r  D r .  Garcia in terv iews t h e  p a t i e n t  she  

w r i t e s  o rde r s ,  and t h i s  is  h e r  order  s h e e t .  

Q. 

o r d e r  shee t  say? 

A.  

Q .  

p a r t  t h a t ' s  no t  p r in ted?  

A .  I t  says t o  give Valium, 5 mill igrams,  o r a l ,  

Yes, because she d i d  g ive  an o r d e r  t o  ge t  a c h e s t  

Are t h e r e  any o t h e r  no tes  t h e r e  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  D r .  

Some of i t ' s  i n  b lue ,  some of i t ' s  i n  red, do you 

When w e  t ake  t h e  orders off  and get the o r d e r s ,  

What else would have been i n  t h e  f i l e  t h a t  day? 

A r e  you t a l k i n g  what p e r t a i n s  t o  m e  or a f t e r ?  

That p e r t a i n s  t o  m e  - -  t h a t  i s  i t .  

What else would have been t h e r e  t h a t  p e r t a i n s  t o  

So now w e ' r e  on Exhibi t  I ,  what does D r .  G a r c i a ' s  

I t ' s  got  1 0 0 0  m l .  of dext rose  5% l a c t a t e d  r inger .  

So, I can read t h e  p r i n t e d  p a r t .  What about t h e  

2a 
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pre-op if needed for anxiety on nervousness. 

says Axid, 150 milligrams, oral, pre-op, and it says 

Dr. Garcia. 

Q. Is this Dr. Garcia's handwriting? 

A. Yes, it is. 

Q. Is there anything on there about general 

anesthesia or anesthesia of any kind on this exhibit? 

A. No. 

Q. Would there be anything else in the file? 

A. This, we have already marked that (indicating) , 

this was. 

Q. The outpatient history and physical, pink sheet 

that you filled out, correct, with Dr. Lopez-Velez? 

A. I filled out from here, and she filled out the 

remainder. 

Q. You filled out the part from the top that says 

physical examination? 

A. Yes. 

Q. 
procedure on informed consent here at Parma Community 

General Hospital? 

It ais0 

Are you aware of a policy or protocol or 

MR. JEFFERS : 

BY MR. MALIK: 

Q. Is there a written policy of informed consent 

here at Parma Community General Hospital? 

Say that again. 
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A. Yes 

Q. And where was that kept? 

A. In the policy book. 

Q. Have you read that? 

A. I have not read it, no. 

Q. 
A. No. 

Q. 
A. Yes. 

Q .  I think we're almost done. Other than the 

documents you presented to me today would there have 

And you. had not read it on the 26th? 

Is it your responsibility to have read it? 

been any other documents in the patient's file at the 

time of the pre-admission testing. 

MR. JEFFERS : She has given 

you this chart completely. 

A. I think what I showed you is basically all of 

them. 

Q. 
A. Sure. Now that I recall, I recall a blue sheet 

filled out by Dr. Garcia, if I can find it. There is 

another sheet filled out by her, but I don't see it. 

Q. 
A. No. As a rule she filled out a blue sheet in 

addition to that other sheet with orders, but I don't 

Can you take a minute and look through the chart? 

Do you recall what is on that sheet? 

see it. 
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Q. so 

MR. J E F F E R S  : You re speaking 

generally that s,,e filled them out because 

you don't remember that case. 

BY MR. MALIK: 

Q. 
A. I don't recall - -  here, here it is, and that is 

entitled anesthesia evaluation. 

Do you recall seeing the blue sheet on the 26th? 

MR. J E F F E R S :  Okay. 

MR. MALIK: We have that. 

MR. J E F F E R S :  The Xerox copies 

are obviously white. 

kth the addition of this blue sheet that you 

identified, these are the documents that were in the 

file at pre-admission testing? 

A. Yes, that was in there. 

Q. And as we sit here today to the best of your 

recollection there weren't any other documents? 

A. No, not that I can recall. 

MR. MALIK: . I want to thank 

you. I don't have anything else. 

MR. J E F F E R S  : That's it. Can 

we have 30 days instead of 7 days just in 

the interests of getting it to the 

hospital and back? 

MR. MALIK: Just for the 



3 2  

2 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

? 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

16 

17 

18 

1 9  

20  

2 1  

22 

23 

24  

25 

record, the blue sheet is Parma Community 

General Hospital Anesthesia Evaluation. 

Even though we have it, we'll mark that as 

an exhibit. I think it's up to J. 

Thank you very much. Nice meeting 

you. 

(Thereupon, Plaintiff's Exhibits F, 

G, H, 1 and J to the deposition of 

Susan Stafinski, R.N. , was marked for 

identification.) 

_ - -  

(DEPOSITION CONCLUDED . I  

SUSAN STAFINSKI, R.N. DATE 
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County of Cuyahoga. ) 
I, Cynthia A. Sullivan, Notary Public within and 

for the State of Ohio, duly commissioned and qualified, 

do hereby certify that the within-named witness, 

SUSAN STAFINSKI, R.N., was by me first duly sworn to 

tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the 

truth in the cause aforesaid; that the testimony then 

given by her was reduced to stenotype in the presence 

of said witness, and afterwards transcribed by me 

through the process of computer-aided transcription, 

and that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript 

of the testimony so given by her as aforesaid. 

I do further certify that this deposition was 

taken at the time and place in the foregoing caption 

specified. 

I do further certify that I am not a relative, 

employee or attorney of either party, or otherwise 

interested in the event of this action. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 

and affixed my seal of office at Cleveland, Ohio, on 

c 0, L this 21st day of August 1997. 

Cvnthia A.1 Sullivan, Notary Public 
i; and for the State of Ohio. 
My Commission expires October 6, 2001. 
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Arthroscopic Anterior Cruciate Liqament Reconstruction Right Knee 
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PAW COMMUNITY .GENERAL HCJSPITAL 
ADMISSIONS FtEFOKT 

v7 / 3 L / $7 
lu:23 

Procedure : ARTHROSCOPIC ACL FtE(XNSTHCJ~,XION RT KNEE 

Ilergies: 

. H - C ,  INFORMATIUN: (Complete i f  prs-cert n o t  obtained)  

P.A.T.:  Y .. V a n  Service:  N Phys- urders: N Room: __ ___----___--_------------------------------------------------------------------ 

ymptorns/Ftesults of Diagnostic Studies :  

dansultation h n e :  kes / No ur Planned: Yes ,a* No 

f yes t o  e i t h e r ,  Spec i fy :  

o you rorsee any homegoing problems: Yes / N o  

. A.  T . I nfa : DR RE(;lrJEST EXTENDED HECOVEH’I 

pecial T e s t :  



I 1 

PA AL 
I , 

_ .  I 
PATIENT TEACHING FLOU SHEET 

PATIEMT'S PERCEPTIOW ff ILLNESS: 

OTHER PARTICIPMS IN INSTRUCTIOII: 
I_ Sparse - S i p i f f c a n t  Other (specify) 

APPRMCH b tesdrfng a ids)  

CaJECT IVE/WAL 
The p a t i e n t / L e a m  u i l l  k able to: Dlaassien, demxritretim, 

ORIENTATIQ TO WRSING UW 

we of  the beit cord end bed 

d. vertretize M m i e r s t d i n g  of 
pot ic ies d pcocedLlrcd, 
including ths'pap$ibilf t y  of . 

a te  the prrpxsie of  ac t i v i t y  
r f c t i a a .  

a te  the pltpose of  diet 
rictia-ts. 

I a Bodttet 

irw transferred. 

Verbalize wit pal ic ies 
reqarding v i s i t i ng  times, 
conditicr, reports, klongings. 

1 

6320/9233713F 
-158 A 2/93 

M C C U E , M A R T I N  
V 0 0 1 0 0 4 0 8 6 1 6  Gittinger,R i c h a r d  MD 
MOO0220464 SDC 0 2 / 0 1 / 9 6  P R T O  w 
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t PATIMT L U R N I X G  NEEDS OR DESIRES 
Disease Procrrt - D i e t  
S i w  end mtCm.3 - 
Red i cat i Qtl 
D i m t f C  Ta ts  
Special Care Proccbrcts 
Preventfve Health 
Practices (specify) 

Ac t i v i t y  
Rehabi L i t a t ien  
Psychosocial MJusbmt - Canwnity R e s a ~ r a a  
Other 

- - - - - - - - _. 

DATE 

INITIALS 

PATIEMT/FAnILY RESWWSE TO TUCHIMO 



1.v. THERAPY 

1. Verbelire need for I.V. 

2. D e m m t r a t e  desired position 
o f  I.V. am i n  !xd 

at of bcd 

3. Verbkize I.Y. probtemE to  
be reported t o  the rursc: 
d i n  or temiemess at 

I .V .  s i t e  
rednsa a t  1.V. s i t e  ._. - sueltfng at  I.Y. o i t r  - btood in t&iw - wet dressfrg - f luid not runins - w r y  bot t le 

E D  I U T I  OWS 
1. state reason(s) for tsking: 

2, State the ewrect dosage snd 
frequency of eeeh aledication. 

3. D i s a f f s  possible sdverse re- 
actions end interactions with 
foods or other drugs t o  eech 
d fca t i o r r .  

reporting isportant s w t -  
t o  his/her physician. 

4. Verbalize the iaportance of 

5. M i n i s t e r  medicatiorcs 
independently. 

[I 1:I DISWSSIOll 

u1:l DISafSSIOll 

]LIST 

]1:1 DISCUSSION 

]1:1 DIStllsSIOW 

- 
DATE 

W ITIALS UN4€ 
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P l w u  X i T Y  CEMRM HOSPITAL 

PATIEKT TEACH1 NO FLW $MET PAGE 3 

OBJECTIVE/COAL 
The patiant/lean#r w i l l  b, able to: 

- PCA - ET- 

- Pu(ss II Ventilators 

_I Invasive _. Sequential 

oxiareter 

hemcdymnic conpressim 
lines stockings 

- Spec ia l  txd 

Patient or faaily areRlber w i l l  
wrfbstize vderstardfng of need for 
safety m88urw. . .. .*- . 
H X G H  R t S X  PROTOCOL 

1. State reason to ask fcr assist- 

2. State pcesat~ for si& r a i l s  op at 

3. Statu reason for posey/vest 

4. State reason for bell cord 

f. Demonstrate use of k l l  cord to  

to !Jet a J t  of bed. 

a l l  tf-. 

restraint . 
k i n g  p i d  to g w .  

call wrsc.  

6. State r e a m  for  nurse to stay 
with patient &ten in bathroan 
or on C d .  

7. Verbalize uxkrsterxling of use 
of restraints due to: 

- Rest 1 ess/di sor iented 

- Unsafe to scl f /staf f  

- Protection to lTnes/tube 

Other, specify: 

INITIALS I "E 

DATE 
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H C C U E ,  t 4 A R  T I N  
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PATIEW TEACHlNF FCCU SHEET - P A R  4 

OBJECT I VE/mAL 
The patimt/learner M i t t  be bb te  to: 

Pre and Post-Oo Patlent Teachinq 

DATE 
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1. State date, time. place f o r  Discussion 

/ d- admiss ion. 

smoking. 
2. Sta te  lmpartance o f  no 

v 

1 

. .  

.. 

3. Describe ruutfne gre- 
operat ive everts. 

4. DescrTbe an enema. 

5. L l s t  5 personal items 

6. S ta te  v i s i t a t i o n  policies. 

7. S t m a r i r e  what to expect 

8. S ta te  key points pertaining 

removed before 0.R. 

i n  recovery row. 

to the surgery. 

coughing/splintlng. and 1 
exercises. 

10. Y e h a l l z e  feel ings a b u t  
inpending surgery. 

x-65 

9. R e d m s t r a t e  deep 

-. . 

am v I orw. 08 JECTIY ES 

i n  own wrds. 

Ident i fy  signs I symptoms o f  
disease nrocess which warrant 
n o t i  f f  cat ion of phys f clan. 

1. Jef ine the disease process 

2- 

3. Discharge medications 
t e  reas  n for taking 
/C i&n  

4. State level  o f  ac t iv i ty ,  

5. Ident i fy  any ietary res t r f c t f ons .  

6. Exofain how t o  care f o r  wound 

7. Verbalize date o f  o f f i c e  v i s f t  
w i th  physician. 

NA 

n 

8. Other: &= 
u - 7  5 
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P ( 0 u  tpa t  i en t surgery 
Pamphlet 

Surgery - Patient 
Pamphlet 
rady Fl lpchart  

'Before and After 
Your Operation' 

._ . 

Denanstption 

il Gemonstration 

G H a n d o u t  

x3 
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'REOISTRATION BORX 
t7OPO7 POWERS BLVD. PARK+- UK. 44129 

ACCOUNT NUXBBR V00100408616 
ROOM/BED 717/2 
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....................................................... , w m  ;m : , .Q?g$#-%J$$? 
(- 

3714 GERMP;~~NE: AVE 
. CLFVELAND,OH 44109 ' (216)  749-6427 RELAT BR 

3RwE MCCUE,MARTIN 
3 W E T  8692 L Y N "  RD. 3714 GERMAIM AVE 
IITY/ZIB PARMA H"S,OH 44130 
'HONZ 1226) 886-508 278-60-2574 (216)  749-6427 RELAT BR 

CLEXELAXD, OH 44109 

J IAI#E RTM -a U N L I M I W  ACCIDEHT DATE/TIMIF 
lTRgET 3802 YORKSHIRE 
!ITY/ZIP PARM?i,OH 44134 
'€fOHB (216) 888-2011 PaY2 G i t t i n g e r , R i c h a r d  MD * 

ARRIVAL NODE 
PRY1 G i t t i n g e r , R i c h a r d  MD 

CCIDECNT 
OXKENT PAT OUT PT 
I S I T  REASON AEiTKROSCOPIC ACL RECONSTRUCTION R.KNEE USER ad. clrk- 

1 

MEDICAL RECORDS COPY 



, ' i  

' I  

I 2. N;1IDe of -/orders: 
P.A.T. - O.P.D. M C C U E , M A R T I N  

U 0 0 1 0 0 4 0 8 6 1 6  G i t t i n g e r , R i c h a r d  MD 
M O O 0 2 2 0 4 6 4  S D C  0 2 / 0 1 / 9 6  P O T O  
0 4 / 0 7 / 5 7  3 8  M 

I I PHYSICIAN SI-: 
f 3 G W . X I N D m :  

AT-W 6/94 
W h i t e  - C h a r t  
Y c l L o u  - P h a r m a c y  



PARMA CO- GIX3U.L HOSPITAL 
PKYSICIAN'S ORDERS 

I.  Physician: 1 

M C C U E  , M A R T I N  

NO00220464 S D C  0 2 / 0 1 / 9 6  M P A T 0  
0 4 / 0 7 / 5 7  38 

u o o ~ o 0 4 0 8 6 1 C  G i t t i n g e r , R i c h a r d  M D  

I I  I 
I i I I PHYSICIAN SIGNATURE: 

CHANCE n\l DIAGNOSIS: 



, 
- 

CQf'UlUHLTP GENERAL 80SPLTAL ' 

M C C I J E ,  M A R  T I N  
Y O 0 1 0 0 4 0 8 6 1 6  G i t t i n g e r , R i c h a r d  # D  
M.0002204 t j 4  S D C  0 2 / 0 1 / 9 6  M P R T O  
0 4 / 0 7 / 5 7  38 

--_-- 

Type of P r o c e d u r e  S c h e d u l e d  

eight 
Pulse 

Other: ($.e. Drugs) .- I - 

bbnorrnal (explain) 

Lgtcs: Xa+ el- 
I[+ 

- Lab: Bgb: , / b 3  Ect: 4 . 4  Plt: .-  - - - m: 
Abaorvrl Lab: 1) 2)  3) 4 )  

ASA PEKSLW STATUS: I IH '1x1 IV V / Emergency 

Fully Discussed Risks, Plan and Alternatives 
Pt (Or Cuardiaa) Agrees, Accep  t a ,  Understands 
Risb . -. *. 

NA 122 10/9 gQGNITIVELY INTACT 

C 0 G NTIVE LY I M PA1 R E D / Pdieat  or C u t  Y an 



2 

BP 

lain: 


