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T H E  S T A T E  O f  O H I O ,  

C O U N T Y  O f  S T A R K .  
: s s :  

IN T H E  C O U R T  O F  COMMON P L E A S  

M A R L A  I .  S P R E A D B U R Y ,  e t  a l . ,  : 
p l  a i  n t i  f f s , : 

v s .  : c a s e  N O .  1 9 9 8 C V 1 6 8 1  
1998CV00589  

M E R C Y  M E D I C A L  C E N T E R ,  e t  a l a , :  
d e f e n d a n t s .  

D e p o s i t i o n  O f  A L E J A N D R O  S O S ,  M . D .  a 

d e f e n d a n t  h e r e i n ,  c a l l e d  b y  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s  f o r  t h e  

p u r p o s e  o f  c r o s s - e x a m i n a t i o n  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  O h i o  R u l e s  

o f  c i v i l  P r o c e d u r e ,  t a k e n  b e f o r e  C o n s t a n c e  C a m p b e l l ,  a 

N o t a r y  P u b l i c  w i t h i n  and  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  o f  O h i o ,  a t  t h e  

T i m k e n  M e r c y  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r ,  1 3 2 0  T i m k e n  M e r c y  D r i v e ,  

C a n t o n ,  O h i o ,  on  W E D N E S D A Y ,  M A Y  5 T H ,  1 9 9 9 ,  c o m m e n c i n g  a t  

11:20 a .m.  p u r s u a n t  t o  a g r e e m e n t  o f  c o u n s e l .  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS’ (216) 771-8018 
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A P P E A R A N C E S :  

O N  BEHALF OF THE P L A I N T I F F S :  

Donna T a y l o r  K O l i S ,  E s q .  
Donna T a y l o r  K o l i s  C o . ,  LPA 

3 3 0  s t a n d a r d  B u i l d i n g  
C l  e v e l  a n d ,  o h i  o 4 4 1 1 3  

( 2 1 6 )  8 6 1 - 4 3 0 0 .  

a n d  

G e o r g e  E m e r s h a w ,  E s q .  
M e l i s s a  D .  ~ e r r y ,  ~ s q .  

Emershaw,  Mushka t  & S c h n e i e r  
4 3 7  Q u a k e r  S q u a r e  

A k r o n ,  O h i o  4 4 3 0 8  
( 3 3 0 )  3 7 6 - 5 7 5 6 .  

- - - - -  

O N  B E H A L F  OF THE DEFENDANT LAURA CAWTHON, M . D .  a n d  
RADIOLOGY S E R V I C E S  OF CANTON: 

M i c h a e l  o c k e r m a n ,  E s q .  
B u c k i n g h a m ,  D o o l i t t l e  & B u r r o u g h s  

4 5 1 8  F u l t o n  D r i v e ,  NW 
C a n t o n ,  o h i o  4 4 7 3 5  

( 3 3 0 )  4 9 2 - 8 7 1 7 .  
- - - - -  

O N  BEHALF O F  THE DEFENDANTS WALTER TELESZ, M . D .  and 
STARK COUNTY S U R G E O N S ,  I N C .  and  ROBERT P A C K E R ,  M . D . :  

R i c h a r d  A .  v a d n a l ,  E s q .  
R e m i n g e r  & R e m i n g e r  

The  1 1 3  S a i n t  C l a i r  B u i l d i n g  
c l  e v e l  and ,  O h i o  4 4 1 1 4  

( 2 1 6 )  6 8 7 - 1 3 1 1 .  
- - - - -  

O N  BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANTS ALEJANDRO S O S ,  M . D .  
and  ALEJANDRO S O S  M . D . ,  I N C . :  

Edward  E .  T a b e r ,  E s q .  
B o n e z z i ,  S w i t z e r ,  M u r p h y  & P o l i t o  

1 4 0 0  L e a d e r  B u i  1 d i  n g  
C l e v e l a n d ,  O h i o  4 4 1 1 4  

( 2 1 6 )  8 7 5 - 2 7 6 7 .  
- - - - -  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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A P P E A R A N C E S :  
O N  B E H A L F  O F  T H E  D E F E N D A N T S  M A R K  T A W I L ,  M . D .  

and T H O R A C I C  S U R G I C A L  A S S O C I A T E S ,  I N C . :  

Thomas A .  T r e a d o n ,  E s q .  

R o e t z e l  & A n d r e s s  

2 2 2  S o u t h  M a i n  S t r e e t  

A k r o n ,  O h i o  4 4 3 0 8  

( 3 3 0 )  3 7 6 - 2 7 0 0 .  

S h a n n o n  L .  S h i n a b e r r y ,  E s q .  

D a y ,  K e t t e r e r ,  R a l e y ,  W r i g h t  & R y b o l t  

800 W i l l i a m  R .  D a y  B u i d l i n g  

C a n t o n ,  O h i o  4 4 7 0 1  

( 3 3 0 )  4 5 5 - 0 1 7 3 .  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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- 1 N Z l E . X  

W I T N E S S :  A L E J A N D R O  S O S ,  M . D .  

P A G E  

C r o s s - e x a m i  n a t i o n  b y  M i s s  K o l  i s 5 

P L A I N T I F F ' S  E X H I B I T S  

1 - D r .  S o s '  c u r r i c u f u m  v i t a e  

2 - t y p e d  c o n s u l t a t i o n  r e p o r t  

3 - D r .  S o s '  h a n d w r i t t e n  n o t e s  

M A R K E D  

8 4  

8 4  

8 4  

( F O R  C O M P L E T E  I N D E X ,  S E E  A P P E N D I X )  

A S C I I  D I S K  O R D E R E D ,  S E E  B A C K  C O V E R )  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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A L E J A N D R O  S O S ,  M . D .  

o f  l a w f u l  a g e ,  a d e f e n d a n t  h e r e i n ,  c a l l e d  b y  t h e  

p l a i n t i f f s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  c r o s s - e x a m i n a t i o n  p u r s u a n t  

t o  t h e  O h i o  R u l e s  o f  C i v i l  P r o c e d u r e ,  b e i n g  f i r s t  d u l y  

s w o r n ,  as  h e r e i n a f t e r  c e r t i f i e d ,  was e x a m i n e d  a n d  

t e s t i f i e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

M I S S  K O L I S :  D r .  S O ~ ,  g o o d  

m o r n i n g  a g a i n .  F o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  p u r p o s e s  o n  t h e  

r e c o r d  o f  c o u r s e ,  my name i s  Donna K o l i s .  I am o n e  o f  

t h e  a t t o r n e y s  whose b e e n  r e t a i n e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  M a r l a  

s p r e a d b u r y  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d  i n  t h e  a c t i o n  i n  w h i c h  y o u  

w e r e  a l s o  named a s  a d e f e n d a n t .  

My p u r p o s e  t h i s  m o r n i n g  i s  h o p e f u l l y  t o  

be  b r i e f  a n d  c o n c i s e ,  b u t  t o  a s k  y o u  a b o u t  y o u r  c a r e  a n d  

t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h i s  p a t i e n t ,  a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n s  y o u  m i g h t  

h a v e  made. 

C R O S S - E X A M I N A T I O N  

B Y  M I S S  K O L I S :  

Q. D o c t o r ,  I s u s p e c t  t h a t  y o u ' v e  a t  l e a s t  h a d  an  

o p p o r t u n i t y  p r i o r  t o  t o d a y  t o  g i v e  a d e p o s i t i o n ?  

A .  S u r e .  

Q. I w o u l d  r e m i n d  y o u  o f  t h e  b a s i c  r u l e s  o f  

d e p o s i t i o n  t a k i n g .  we n e e d  f o r  y o u  t o  a n s w e r  e a c h  a n d  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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p l e a s e  i n f o r m  me t h a t  y o u  do  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  

q u e s t i o n .  Can I s e c u r e  y o u r  a g r e e m e n t  o n  t h a t ?  

A .  I d o .  

Q. A d d i t i o n a l l y  i f  a t  a n y  t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  d e p o s i t i o n  

y o u  n e e d  t o  c o n f e r  w i t h  M r .  T a b e r ,  j u s t  s t a t e  s o  f o r  t h e  

r e c o r d ,  t h a t  w i l l  be  p e r m i t t e d .  

A .  May I s a y  o f f  t h e  r e c o r d ?  

Q. You c a n  s a y  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s p e a k  w i t h  M r .  T a b e r ,  

t h a t  w o u l d  b e  f i n e .  

L a s t l y  i t  w o u l d  n o t  be  s u r p r i s i n g  t o  me 

t h e r e  m i g h t  be  some o b j e c t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h i s  d e p o s i t i o n .  

I f  a n y  a t t o r n e y  i n  t h i s  room o b j e c t s  t o  a q u e s t i o n ,  

p l e a s e  do  n o t  a n s w e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n  u n t i l  we h a v e  r e s o l v e d  

o u r  d i f f e r e n c e s  and  y o u  a r e  i n s t r u c t e d  b y  t h e  c o u r t  

r e p o r t e r  o r  y o u r  a t t o r n e y  t o  a n s w e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  o k a y ?  

A .  V e r y  g o o d .  I u n d e r s t a n d  v e r y  w e l l .  

Q. F o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  p u r p o s e s  y o u  h a v e  h a n d e d  t o  u s  

t h i s  m o r n i n g  t h e  d o c u m e n t  t h a t  I assume i s  y o u r  c u r r e n t  

c u r r i c u l u m  v i t a e ,  t h a t  i s  a t w o  p a g e  d o c u m e n t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. w e ' l l  h a v e  i t  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  d e p o s i t i o n  m a r k e d  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 



7 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

8 

9 

10 

11 

1 2  

1 3  

14 

1 5  

16 

1 7  

18 

19 

2 1  

2 2  

2 3  

24 

2 5  

as  P l a i n t i f f s '  E x h i b i t  1. 

A d d i t i o n a l l y  y o u  h a n d e d  t o  me J u s t  

b e f o r e  t h e  commencement o f  t h e  d e p o s i t i o n  a s i n g l e  s h e e t  

o f  n o t e s  t h a t  y o u  h a d  p r e p a r e d ;  i s  t h a t  an a c c u r a t e  

s t a t e m e n t ?  

A. c o u l d  y o u  r e p e a t ?  

Q. s u r e .  Y O U  h a n d e d  t o  me a s i n g l e  s h e e t  o f  n o t e s  

t h a t  y o u  had  p r e p a r e d ,  i s  t h a t  an a c c u r a t e  s t a t e m e n t ?  

A .  I t ' s  a c o r r e c t  s t a t e m e n t .  

Q. when d i d  y o u  p r e p a r e  t h e s e  n o t e s ,  D r .  s o s ?  

A .  L a s t  n i  g h t  . 

Q. Y O U  p r e p a r e d  t hem i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  q u e s t i o n s  I 

m i g h t  a s k  t o d a y ?  

A .  y e s ,  I p r e p a r e d  t o  a v o i d  a l s o  t h e  b u l k y  c h a r t ,  t o  

h a v e  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t s  h e r e .  

Q. F a i r  e n o u g h .  T h i s  w i l l  be  m a r k e d  P l a i n t i f f s '  

E x h i b i t  2 .  

D o c t o r ,  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  c a n  y o u  s t a t e  

y o u r  name a n d  y o u r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a d d r e s s ?  

A.  Yes .  My name i s  A l e j a n d r o ,  A - 1 - e - j - a - n - d - r - 0 ,  

l a s t  name s o s ,  S - 0 - s .  My o f f i c e  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  1 4 4 5  

H a r r i s o n  Avenue ,  N o r t h w e s t ,  i n  c a n t o n ,  O h i o .  

Q. D o c t o r ,  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  j u s t  b r i e f l y  go t h r o u g h  

y o u r  m e d i c a l  b a c k g r o u n d .  

L o o k i n g  a t  y o u r  c v ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  y o u  

FLOWERS, V E R S A G ~  81 CAMPBELL COURT EPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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r e c e i v e d  y o u r  m e d i c a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  s p a i n ,  i s  t h a t  a n  

a c c u r a t e  s t a t e m e n t ?  

A. T h a t  i s  i n  A k r o n .  

Q. L e t ' s  g o  t h r o u g h  i t .  Y O U  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  w h a t  

m e d i c a l  s c h o o l ?  

A.  M a d r i d  M e d i c a l  S c h o o l ,  1 9 6 2 .  

Q. F o l l o w i n g  t h a t  y o u  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  M e d i c a l  C o r p s  f o r  

t h e  S p a n i s h  Army? 

A.  I t  was c o m p u l s o r y ,  y e s .  

Q. ' 6 2  t o  ' 6 3 ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. You d i d  a n e u r o s u r g e r y  r e s i d e n c y  a l s o  i n  M a d r i d ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. ' 6 4  t o  ' 6 7 ,  t h e n  y o u  t o o k  y o u r  ECFMG i n  1 9 6 7 ?  

A .  C o r r e c t .  

Q. You came t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y ?  

A .  F o r  t r a i n i n g ,  c o r r e c t .  

Q. T h e n  y o u  e s s e n t i a l l y  - -  I s a y  e s s e n t i a l l y ,  y o u  

t h e n  b e g a n  m e d i c a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  i n  1 9 6 8 ?  

A .  I b e g a n  f r o m  s c r a t c h  i n t e r n s h i p  i n  ' 6 8 ,  t h e n  I d i d  

s i x  m o n t h s  o f  n e u r o l o g y  a t  G e o r g e t o w n  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  

W a s h i n g t o n  D . C .  f r o m  J a n u a r y  t o  l u n e  3 0 ,  1 9 6 9 .  T h e n  I 

d i d  g e n e r a l  s u r g e r y  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  a r e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

b e f o r e  d o i n g  n e u r o s u r g e r y .  we g e t ' t o  d o  o n e  y e a r  o f  

n e u r o s u r g e r y  . 

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTER§ (216) 771-8018 
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U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L o u {  s v i  11 e M e d i c a l  s c h o o l ,  

L o u i s v i l l e ,  K e n t u c k y  one y e a r ,  f i n i s h e d  i n  J u n e ,  1 9 7 0 .  

T h e n  f r o m  ' 7 0  t o  J u n e ,  ' 7 4 ,  f o u r  y e a r s  I s p e n t  i n  

C i n c i n n a t i  d o i n g  m e d i c a l  t r a i n i n g .  A f t e r  I f i n i s h e d  

t h i s  t r a i n i n g  t h e y  a s k e d  me t o  s t a y  a c o u p l e  m o n t h s  t o  

h e l p  w i t h  t h e  new c h i e f  r e s i d e n t .  A l s o  t h e y  g a v e  me a 

t e a c h i n g  a n d  r e s e a r c h  F e l l o w s h i p .  I was t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  

e n d  o f  ' 7 4 ,  t h e n  I r e t u r n e d  t o  S p a i n .  

I was i n  S p a i n  f r o m  ' 7 4  t o  ' 7 8  w o r k i n g  

t h e r e  i n  one  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  h o s p i t a l s .  T h e r e  a r e  

t h r e e  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l s  i n  M a d r i d .  s i n c e  we  w e r e  u n d e r  

t h e  d i c t a t o r  F r a n c i s 0  F r a n c o ,  t h i s  i s  w h a t  i t  was 

c a l l e d ,  F r a n c i s c o  F r a n c o  H o s p i t a l .  I was t h e r e  ' 7 4  t o  

' 7 8 .  T h e n  I r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e s .  

Q. T h e n  y o u  t o o k  y o u r  F L E X  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  o b t a i n e d  a 

l i c e n s e  t o  p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  i n  1 9 7 9 ?  

A .  ' 7 9  I g o t  t h e  o h i o  l i c e n s e .  I came t o  K e n t u c k y  - -  

n o ,  I came h e r e  i n  1 9 8 0 .  

Q. You o r i g i n a l l y  w e r e  i n  K e n t u c k y  f o r  a y e a r ?  

A .  I n  K e n t u c k y  I t o o k  my e x a m i n a t i o n .  My w i f e  i s  

f r o m  K e n t u c k y ,  I t o o k  i t  t h e r e  b e c a u s e  s h e  - -  t h a t ' s  how 

w e  w o r k e d  i t .  A S  s o o n  a s  I g o t  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  I h a d  

a l r e a d y  i n q u i r e d  a b o u t  C a n t o n ,  o h i o .  I w e n t  t o  c a n t o n ,  

o h i o  i n  1 9 8 0 ,  t h e  same b u i l d i n g  w h e r e  I am now, same 

h o s p i t a l .  
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Q. L e t  me a s k  y o u  a c o u p l e  o f  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  y o u r  

n e u r o s u r g i c a l  p r a c t i c e .  

Y o u r  cv i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  i n  

C a n t o n  a s  a n e u r o s u r g e o n  s i n c e  1 9 8 0 ?  

A .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q.  Y o u r  n e u r o s u r g i c a l  p r a c t i c e ,  d o  y o u  h a v e  a p a r t n e r  

i n  t h a t  p r a c t i c e ?  

A .  o n l y  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r .  I came w i t h  a n e u r o s u r g e o n ,  

h e  l e f t  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r .  ~e b r o u g h t  me h e r e ,  

D r .  G o n z a l e z .  I h a v e  been  i n  s o l o  p r a c t i c e  s i n c e  

J a n u a r y ,  1 9 8 1 .  

Q. T o  t h e  p r e s e n t  I assume? 

A .  To t h e  p r e s e n t ,  y e s .  

Q *  The  CV i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  y o u  a r e  o n  a c t i v e  s t a f f  a t  

M e r c y  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r ,  h a v e  b e e n  s o  s i n c e  1980? 

A .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. You h a v e  c o u r t e s y  p r i v i l e g e s  a t  M a s s i l l o n ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q.  Do y o u  h o l d  any  p o s i t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

A .  w e l l ,  1 b e l o n g  t o  s e v e r a l  c o m m i t t e e s ,  I C U  

c o m m i t t e e .  I b e l o n g  t o  t h e  s u r g i c a l  d e p a r t m e n t  

c o m m i t t e e  f o r  q u a l i t y  c a r e ,  some o t h e r  c o m m i t t e e s .  

Q. I n  t h i s  h o s p i t a l  who i s  t h e  c h i e f  o f  n e u r o s u r g e r y ,  

i f  i s  t h e r e  i s  s u c h  a p o s i t i o n ?  

A .  T h e r e  i s  n o .  E v e r y  s p e c i a l t y  i s  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  
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o f  S u r g e r y .  T h e r e  i s  a c h i e f  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

S u r g e r y .  T h e r e  a r e  ENT d o c t o r s ,  o b s t e t r i c i a n s ,  t h e r e  

a r e  n e u r o s u r g e o n s ,  c u r r e n t l y  i s  me ,  we  a l l  a r e  u n d e r  t h e  

c h a i r m a n s h i p  o f  D r .  G r a y s o n .  

Q. A t  a n y  t i m e  s i n c e  1 9 8 0  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  a s  

t h e  c h i e f  o f  s u r g e r y ?  

A.  No, b e c a u s e  y o u  h a v e  t o  r u n  f o r  i t .  I d i d n ' t  r u n  

b e c a u s e  i t s  m e e t i n g s  a r e  e v e r y  t w o  w e e k s ,  i t ' s  t o o  much .  

Q. If I ' m  r e a d i n g  y o u r  C V  c o r r e c t l y ,  i s  i t  f a i r  t o  

s t a t e  t h a t  y o u  do  n o t  h o l d  a B o a r d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  i n  

n e u r o s u r g e r y ?  

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. You a r e  c u r r e n t l y  B o a r d  e l i g i b l e ?  

A .  I ' m  B o a r d  e l i g i b l e .  I h a d  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t .  

Q. Y o u  t o o k  t h a t  i n  1 9 9 4 ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. You h a v e  o b v i o u s l y  p r i v i l e g e s  t o  do  n e u r o s u r g e r y  

a t  t h i s  h o s p i t a l ?  

A .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. u n d o u b t e d l y .  T e l l  me w h a t  y o u r  n e u r o s u r g i c a l  

p r a c t i c e  c o n s i s t s  o f ?  

A .  I do  n e u r o s u r g e r y ,  e v e r y t h i n g  b u t  s t e r e o t a c t i c  

n e u r o s u r g e r y  b e c a u s e  we d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e  number  o f  

p a t i e n t s ,  we d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e  e q u i p m e n t .  o t h e r w i s e  I d o  

b r a i n  a n e u r y s m s ,  I do s p i n a l  c o r d  t u m o r s ,  I do  
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p e r i p h e r a l  n e r v e s .  1 do l a m i n e c t o m i e s  f o r  l u m b a r  d i s k s ,  

t h e  l u m b a r  s p i n e .  I do  e v e r y t h i n g  b u t  s t e r e o t a c t i c .  

O t h e r  t h a n  t h i s  i n s t a n t  l a w s u i t ,  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  a 

d e f e n d a n t  i n  a m e d i c a l  n e g l i g e n c e  c a s e  b e f o r e ,  D o c t o r ?  

M R .  T A B E R :  o b j e c t i o n .  You c a n  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. DO y o u  know how many o t h e r  t i m e s  y o u ' v e  b e e n  s u e d ?  

M R .  T A B E R :  o b j e c t i o n .  

MISS K O L I S :  Y O U  c a n  h a v e  a 

c o n t i n u i n g  o b j e c t i o n  t o  a n y  a n d  a l l  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  

l i t i g a t i o n .  

A.  I t h i n k  11 t i m e s .  I n e v e r  l o s t  a n y  o n e .  

Q. T h o s e  w e r e  a l l  o b v i o u s l y  h e r e  i n  s t a r k  C o u n t y ,  t h e  

c a s e s  t h a t  w e r e  f i l e d  a g a i n s t  y o u ?  

A .  Y e s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  p l a c e  I p r a c t i c e .  

I t h i n k  I h a v e  11 l a w s u i t s ,  a l l  o f  t h e m  

h a v e  b e e n  d i s m i s s e d  i n  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  p e r i o d .  B u t  o n e  

t h a t  w e  w e n t  t o  c o u r t  I was s o  u p s e t  a b o u t  t h a t  I t a l k e d  

t o  my c o u n s e l ,  t w o  d a y s  l a t e r  t h e  j u d g e  d i s m i s s e d  me. 

Q. Have y o u  i n  t h e  p a s t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 9  y e a r s  o f  

b e i n g  i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  O h i o  s e r v e d  as  a m e d i c a l  e x p e r t  o n  

b e h a l f  o f  a n y  d o c t o r ?  

A .  No, I r e f u s e .  I h a d  s e v e r a l  a p p r o a c h e s ,  p e o p l e  

a p p r o a c h  me, I a l w a y s  r e f u s e .  
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Q. Have y o u  s e r v e d  as a m e d i c a l  e x p e r t  w i t n e s s  o n  

b e h a l f  o f  a p a t i e n t ?  

A .  No .  I r e f u s e  t o o .  

Q. Y O U  j u s t  h a v e  n o t  done a n y  m e d i c a l / l e g a l  

t e s t i f y i n g ?  

A .  I t ' s  t o o  c o m p l i c a t e d ,  t a k e s  t o o  much t i m e .  

Somebody w i l l  be  mad a t  me  a n y w a y .  

Q. D o c t o r ,  o b v i o u s l y  t h e  a n s w e r  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  I 

d o n ' t  e v e n  h a v e  t o  a s k  i t ,  y o u  h a d  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

r e v i e w  t h e  c h a r t  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t o d a y ' s  d e p o s i t i o n ?  

A .  Y e s ,  I d i d .  

Q. Y O U  r e v i e w e d  i t  as  r e c e n t l y  as  l a s t  n i g h t ?  

A .  A s  r e c e n t l y  as  l a s t  n i g h t ,  c o r r e c t .  

Q.  when y o u  d i d  y o u r  c h a r t  r e v i e w  d i d  y o u  c o n f i n e  

y o u r s e l f  s o l e l y  t o  n o t e s  y o u  p r e p a r e d  o r  d i d  y o u  l o o k  a t  

f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ?  

A .  I l o o k e d  a t  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l ,  m a i n l y  

my c o n c e r n  was - -  t r y  t o  remember t h i s  c a s e  i s  t w o  y e a r s  

o l d ,  a l m o s t  t w o  y e a r s  o l d  - -  t r i e d  t o  remember t h e  

c h r o n o l o g y  o f  t h e  e v e n t s ,  t h e  t i m i n g  when I was 

i n v o l v e d ,  when I r e t u r n e d  t h e  c a l l  f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  my 

c l i n i c a l  i m p r e s s i o n  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q. F a i  r e n o u g h .  

A s  p a r t  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a l  d i s c o v e r y  

p r o c e s s  i n  t h i s  c a s e  I p r o v i d e d  t o  y o u r  a t t o r n e y  a s e t  
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o f  f i l m s  t h a t  w e r e  p e r f o r m e d  o n  my c l i e n t ,  

M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y .  Those  w e r e  x - r a y s ,  h e a d  C A T  s c a n s ,  

c h e s t  C A T  s c a n s  and  a b d o m i n a l  C A T  s c a n s .  D o c t o r ,  h a v e  

y o u  h a d  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e v i e w  t h o s e  f i l m s ?  

A .  No,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q.  A l t h o u g h  I h a v e  some p r e p a r e d  q u e s t i o n s  I g u e s s  

w h a t  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  do  i s  s t a r t  w i t h  t h e  n o t e s  y o u  

t o o k .  L e t ' s  see  i f  we  c a n  j u s t  c a r e f u l l y ,  s l o w l y ,  r e a d  

i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  t h e s e  p i e c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  I may 

i n t e r r u p t  y o u ,  a s k  y o u  some q u e s t i o n s .  

B e f o r e  I a s k  t h e  q u e s t i o n s ,  t h e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  y o u  r e c o r d e d ,  y o u  r e c o r d e d  why? D O  y o u  

u n d e r s t a n d  my q u e s t i o n ?  

A .  Y e s .  I r e c o r d e d  t o  a n s w e r  p r o m p t l y ,  a c c u r a t e l y  t o  

y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  v i t a l  s i g n s ,  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  

p a t i e n t ,  t i m i n g  when t h e  p a t i e n t  was r e s c u e d  b y  t h e  

e m e r g e n c y  s q u a d ,  t i m e  when she  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  

t i m i n g  when I saw h e r .  

Q.  D i d  y o u  p u t  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s h e e t  i n f o r m a t i o n  

y o u  f e l t  was m e d i c a l l y  i m p o r t a n t ?  I know t h a t  i s  

p r o b a b l y  a s i l l y  way t o  a s k  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  ~ ' m  t r y i n g  t o  

f i g u r e  o u t  why y o u  s e l e c t e d  c e r t a i n  p i e c e s  o f  

i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  i n c l u d e  o n  t h e s e  t h o u g h t s ?  

M R .  T A B E R :  o b j e c t i o n .  I t h i n k  

h e  j u s t  a n s w e r e d  t h a t .  
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A .  I t h i n k  I - -  a g a i n ,  t o  a n s w e r  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  

p r o m p t l y  a n d  e f f i c i e n t l y .  I f e e l  we h a v e  h e r e  much o f  

t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  t w o  o r  t h r e e  

d a y s  o f  t h e  s t a y  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  o f  M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y .  

Q -  The f i r s t  l i n e  l o o k s  l i k e  y o u ' r e  i n d i c a t i n g  v i t a l s  

1 3 3  o v e r  8 6 ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. T h e n  I c a n ' t  make o u t  w h a t  i s  i m m e d i a t e l y  

f o l l o w i n g  t h a t ?  

A. 1 3 0  o v e r  8 6 ,  t h a t  s a y s  g o o d .  T h a t  means t h a t  

p r e s s u r e  was g o o d .  Then  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e ,  g o o d  b l o o d  

p r e s s u r e ,  o k a y .  p u l s e  1 0 7 ,  t h e y  w e r e  v e r y  f a s t ,  t h a t  

was i n  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  d e p a r t m e n t ,  E D .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

t h e  e m e r g e n c y  p h y s i c i a n ,  D r .  M e n i a .  The p a t i e n t  

p r o b a b l y ,  I s a y  p r o b a b l y  q u e s t i o n  m a r k  o r  q u o t a t i o n s  was 

m o v i n g  a l l  f o u r  l i m b s .  T h a t  means a l l  f o u r .  

Q. A l l  f o u r  e x t r e m i t i e s  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n  

t o  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  d e p a r t m e n t ?  

A.  Y e s .  To me i t ' s  n o t  a b s o l u t e l y  c l e a r .  T h e  

abdomen was s o f t ,  t h e  p a t i e n t  h a s  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  M V A ,  

t h e  p a s t  m e d i c a l  h i s t o r y ,  P M H ,  b a c k  s u r g e r y  t i m e s  t h r e e ,  

b a c k  t h r e e .  T h a t  D r .  T e l e z  was t h e r e  when t h e  p a t i e n t  

was i n t u b a t e d ,  t h a t  t h e  p a t i e n t  was p a r a l y z e d  f o r  t h e  

i n t u b a t i o n .  

Q. S t o p  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  I w a n t  t o  a s k  y o u  a c o u p l e  s h o r t  
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q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  I ' m  a b l e  t o  

t i m e  t h i s ,  y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  been  c o n t a c t e d  t o  d o  a 

c o n s u l t a t i o n  a t  a b o u t  1 1 : 2 6 ;  do y o u  a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t ?  

A .  L e t  me l o o k  a t  t h e  n o t e s  h e r e .  

Q. A b s o l u t e l y .  

A .  I m i g h t  l o o k  i n  t h e  c h a r t .  Y e s ,  I h a v e  1 1 : 2 6 .  

Q. D i d  y o u  d r a w  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  l o o k i n g  a t  t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  p i e c e  o f  p a p e r ,  t h e  s h e e t ?  

A .  N O ,  p r o b a b l y  b u t  l e t  me l o o k  - -  p r o b a b l y  f r o m  my 

c o n s u l t a t i o n .  

Q. From y o u r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  n o t e ?  

A .  Y e s .  I r e f e r  t o  1 1 : 2 6  b e c a u s e  o n  my t y p e d  

c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  i n i t i a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n  o n  t h e  l a s t  p a r a g r a p h  

I d i c t a t e ,  w h i l e  I ' m  d i c t a t i n g  t h i s  a t  4 : 2 5 .  I s a i d  

b e f o r e  I f o l l o w  t h i s  p a t i e n t  f o r  s e v e r a l  h o u r s .  Now 

w h i l e  d i c t a t i n g  a t  4 : 2 5  c o r r o b o r a t e s  w i t h  t h e  

t r a n s c r i p t i o n i s t  w r o t e  d i c t a t i o n  1 6 2 9 ,  i t ' s  r e c o r d e d  a t  

t h e  t i m e  we d i c t a t e .  I t h o u g h t  t h a t  I was t h e r e  f o r  

a b o u t  f o u r  o r  f i v e  h o u r s .  I l o o k e d  a t  t h e  n u r s e ' s  n o t e ,  

I h a d  t o  a g r e e  when I a r r i v e d  t h e r e  i t  was 1 1 : 2 6 ,  11:30 

i n  t h e  m o r n i n g .  

Q. Y O U  t h i n k  t h a t  i s  when y o u  f i r s t  saw h e r ?  

A.  Y e s ,  b e c a u s e  I was i m m e d i a t e l y  when I was c a l l e d ,  

s u r e .  A l s o  i t ' s  o n  t h e  n u r s e ' s  e m e r g e n c y  room n o t e s  
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t h e y  r e c o r d e d  t i m e  o f  p h y s i c i a n  a r r i v a l .  

Q .  You a c t u a l  1 y exami  ned  t h e  p a t i  e n t  p h y s i c a l  1 y 

b e f o r e  y o u  w e n t  down t o  C A T  s c a n ?  

A .  Y e s .  L e t  me see  my n o t e  t o  be c o r r e c t .  Is 

m e n t i o n e d  on  t h e  s e c o n d  p a r a g r a p h ,  f i r s t  l i n e .  

Q. y o u '  r e  d i s c u s s i n g  y o u r  t r a n s c r i b e d  c o n s u l  t a t i o n  

r e p o r t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  on  t h e  s e c o n d  p a r a g r a p h .  I d i c t a t e d  when I 

a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  u n i t  t h e  p a t i e n t  i s  j u s t  

b a c k  f r o m  h a v i n g  c o m p u t e r i z e d  a x i a l  t o m o g r a p h y  o f  t h e  

h e a d .  

Q .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  s i n c e  y o u  a r e  now r e f e r r i n g  t o  y o u r  

c o n s u l t  r e p o r t ,  t h i s  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  be m a r k e d  E x h i b i t  

3 .  

M Y  q u e s t i o n  i s  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  p a r a g r a p h ,  

when I a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  u n i t ,  t h a t ' s  a 

m i s t a k e ,  i t  w a s n ' t  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  u n i t  w h e r e  y o u  

f i r s t  saw h e r ,  was i t ,  D o c t o r ?  

A .  A s  i t ' s  been  t w o  y e a r s ,  if I d i c t a t e  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  

c a r e  u n i t ,  I a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  u n i t .  

Q. when y o u  a r r i v e d  y o u  t h i n k  she  was a l r e a d y  i n  I C U ,  

n o t  t h e  emergency  d e p a r t m e n t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q. I t  may n o t  be i m p o r t a n t ,  ~ ' m  j u s t  a s k i n g .  

A .  I t r i e d  t o  be  maybe - -  t h i s  i s  t r a n s c r i b e d  
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i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  u n i t .  I know I was - -  t h e  f i r s t  d o c t o r  

was D r .  T e f e S z ,  t h e  s e c o n d  d o c t o r  was me .  

Q. How do y o u  know t h e  f i r s t  d o c t o r  was D r .  T e l e s z ,  

t h e  s e c o n d  d o c t o r  was y o u r s e l f ?  

A.  The p a t i e n t  was i n t u b a t e d  and  p a r a l y z e d  when 

D r .  T e l e s z  was t h e r e .  

Q. How i s  i t  y o u  w o u l d  come t o  be c a l l e d  i n  o n  a 

c o n s u l t a t i o n  i n  t h i s  k i n d  o f  c a s e ?  

A .  A t  t h e  t i m e  t h e y  c a l l e d  me b e c a u s e  t h e y  s u s p e c t e d  

a h e a d  i n j u r y .  

Q. I d i d n ' t  a s k  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  v e r y  w e l l .  w e r e  y o u  

t h e  o n - c a l l  n e u r o s u r g e o n  f o r  t h a t  d a y  f o r  t h e  h o s p i t a l ' s  

e m e r g e n c y  d e p a r t m e n t ?  

A .  y e s .  

Q. H O W  many d a y s  a week a r e  y o u  t h e  o n - c a l l  d o c t o r ?  

A.  I ' m  c o n t i n u o u s l y  on  c a l l ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  o t h e r  

n e u r o s u r g e o n  h e r e .  

Q. A r e  y o u  t h e  n e u r o s u r g e o n  who w o u l d  be  c a l l e d  i n  a 

h e a d  t r a u m a  c a s e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. T h a t ' s  a l l  I w a n t e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h ,  t h a n k  y o u .  

w e ' v e  g o t t e n  up t o  t h e  p a r t  y o u  a r e  

d o i n g  some b a c k g r o u n d  h i s t o r y .  ~ r .  T e l e s z  i n t u b a t e d  t h e  

p a t i e n t  a n d  p a r a l y z e d  h e r ;  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  Y e s .  
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Q .  D i d  y o u  t a l k  w i t h  D r .  T e l e s z  b e f o r e  y o u  i n i t i a l l y  

e x a m i n e d  t h i s  p a t i e n t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I know I saw ~ r .  T e l e s z ,  I d o n ' t  

r e c a l l  i f  I saw h i m  b e f o r e  I e x a m i n e d  t h e  p a t i e n t  o r  

a f t e r  I saw t h e  p a t i e n t .  

Q. A t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  y o u  i n i t i a l l y  saw h e r ,  s h e  h a d  

b e e n  g i v e n  p a r a l y t i c s  s o  she  c o u l d  be  i n t u b a t e d ;  d o  y o u  

a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. B e c a u s e  s h e  h a d  been  g i v e n  t h o s e  p a r a l y t i c s  was i t  

p o s s i b l e  f o r  y o u  t o  p e r f o r m  a c o m p l e t e  a n d  f u l l  

n e u r o l  o g i  c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n ?  

A .  N o ,  i t  was n o t  p o s s i b l e .  T h i s  i s  why I m e n t i o n e d  

t h a t  when I d i c t a t e d  I h a d  s e v e r a l  h o u r s  w i t h  t h e  

p a t i e n t ,  I was w a i t i n g  u n t i l  s h e  comes b a c k  f r o m  t h a t .  

Q .  E v e n t u a l l y  .you make a n o t e  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  

c o n s u l t a t i o n  r e p o r t ,  t h e  t y p e d  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  f i r s t  p a g e  

when y o u  a r e  d i c t a t i n g  t h i s  a t  4 : 2 5 ,  she  d o e s  n o t  f o l l o w  

commands, b r i e f l y  moves t h e  t o e s  w i t h  v e r y ,  v e r y  weak 

movement ;  w o u l d  y o u  a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q .  4 : 2 5 ,  w h i c h  i s  s e v e r a l  h o u r s  a f t e r  t h e  a d m i t  t i m e  

a r e  y o u  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e r e  w e r e  p o s i t i v e  n e u r o l o g i c a l  

s i g n s  t h a t  she  was a b l e  t o  move h e r  e x t r e m i t i e s ?  

A .  Move t h e  t o e s .  s h e  moved t h e  t o e s  f o r  me. 
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Q.  D i d  y o u  p e r f o r m  a f u l l  n e u r o l o g i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  o n  

h e r  b e f o r e  y o u  d i c t a t e d  t h i s  n o t e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  

t h e  d a y ?  

A .  Y e s ,  t h i s  i s  why I d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  b e  r e p e t i t i v e .  

Q.  I t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  

A .  I s t a y  f o u r  o r  f i v e  h o u r s  w i t h  h e r  i n  a n d  o u t  t o  

make p o s s i b l y  a b e t t e r  n e u r o l o g i c a l  e v a l u a t i o n .  when 

t h e  p a t i e n t s  a r e  p a r a l y z e d ,  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  i s  

d i  s a p p o i  n t i  n g .  

when t h e  p a t i e n t  i s  p a r a l y z e d ,  t h e y  c a l l  

me f r o m  t h e  e m e r g e n c y ,  I c a n n o t  e v a l u a t e  t h e  p a t i e n t  f o r  

s e v e r a l  h o u r s .  

T h i s  i s  why 1: s t a t e d  when I saw s h e  

moved t h e  t o e s  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  s o  u p p e r  e x t r e m i t i e s  was 

a l m o s t  n o  m o v i n g .  when I a r r i v e d  t h e r e  t h e  

p h a r m a c o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s  has  been  t a k e n  c a r e  o f .  s h e  was 

m o v i n g  v e r y  weak b u t  she  was m o v i n g  h e r  t o e s .  

Q *  F a i  r e n o u g h .  

I guess  l e t ' s  move on  t o  some n o t e s  t h a t  

y o u  t o o k .  The l i n e  a f t e r  w h e r e  ~ r .  T e l e s z  h a s  h e r  

i n t u b a t e d  and  p a r a l y z e d ,  y o u  h a v e  a 1 2 : 3 9  n o t e ,  y o u  see  

t h a t ?  Can y o u  r e a d  a c r o s s  t h a t  l i n e ?  

A .  12:39 b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  1 4 0  o v e r  1 0 0 ,  p u l s e  was 8 0 .  

The  p u p i l  on  t h e  l e f t  was 3 m i l l i m e t e r s ,  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  

was 5 .  E c c h y m o s i s ,  t h a t  means b r u i s e  o n  t h e  c h e s t .  Has 
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c h e s t  t u b e s ,  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  p r o d u c i n g  a n y  b l o o d .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r e c o r d s  p n e u m o t h o r a x ,  r i b  f r a c t u r e s ,  

t h e r e  i s  f o u r  o r  s i x  r i b s  on  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  w e r e  

f r a c t u r e d .  

Q. I n  t h a t  l i n e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  y o u  j u s t  r e a d  t o  

m e ,  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  p u p i l s ,  t h e  r i g h t  i s  5 a n d  

l e f t  i s  3 ,  was t h a t  y o u r  p h y s i c a l  o b s e r v a t i o n  o r  i s  t h a t  

someone e l s e ' s ?  

A .  No ,  my p h y s i c a l  o b s e r v a t i o n .  

Q. T h a t  was y o u r  o b s e r v a t i o n ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. A t  t h a t  p o i n t  w h a t  c o n c e r n s  d i d  y o u  h a v e  r e g a r d i n g  

h e r  g e n e r a l  h e a l t h  f r o m  t h e  a c c i d e n t ?  

M R .  T A B E R :  A r e  y o u  a s k i n g  h i m  

a b o u t  w h a t  h i s  memory a t  t h a t  t i m e  was o r  - -  

Q. A t  t h a t  p o i n t  a t  1 2 : 3 9  y o u  j u s t  a n s w e r e d  y o u  d i d  

t h e  p u p i l  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  y o u  n o t e d  t h a t  e c c h y m o s i s ,  e t  

c e t e r a ?  

A .  S u r e .  

Q. D i d  y o u  h a v e  an  i m p r e s s i o n  as  t o  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  

s h e  h a d  a n e u r o l o g i c a l  i n j u r y  a t  t h a t  p o i n t ?  

M R .  T A B E R :  s h e  i s  a s k i n g  i f  y o u  

remember w h a t  y o u  w e r e  t h i n k i n g  b a c k  a y e a r  a n d  a h a l f  

a g o .  

A .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  p a t i e n t  - -  w h a t  I was v e r y  l i k e l y  
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t h i n k i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e  i s  I n e e d  t o  s e e  t h e  p a t i e n t  f o r  

l o n g e r  o n c e  s h e  i s  o u t  o f  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  p a r a l y z i n g  

d r u g s  t o  s e e  i f  s h e  has  a n y  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  i m m e d i a t e  

i n j u r i e s .  I n e e d  t o  see  a C A T  s c a n  o f  t h e  h e a d  t o  s e e  

i f  she  h a d  a n  i n t r a c r a n i a l  i n j u r y .  

M o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e s  when t h e  p u p i l s  a r e  a s  

u n e q u a l  a s  t h e y  a r e  h e r e ,  i t ' s  a r e s u l t  o f  a d i r e c t  

i m p a c t  due  t o  t h e  a c c i d e n t .  c o u l d  b e  a f i s t  f i g h t  o n  

t h e  s t r e e t ,  t h e y  h i t  on t h e  e y e ,  t h e  p u p i l  becomes 

d i l a t e d  a n d  p a r a l y z e d .  I was n o t  t o o  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  

t h e  p u p i l l a r y  u n e q u a l i t y .  

Q. E v e n t u a l l y ,  t o  move t o  w h a t  I b e l i e v e  i s  i n  y o u r  

c o n s u l t  n o t e ,  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  y o u  c o m p l e t e d  y o u r  

exam f o r  t h a t  d a y  t h e r e  was some i m p r o v e m e n t ,  c o r r e c t ,  

i n  t h e  p u p i l l a r y  r e s p o n s e ?  

A .  L e t  me s e e .  Yes ,  i t  was down t o  3 m i l l i m e t e r s .  

I t  was s t i l l  l a r g e r ,  i t  was g o i n g  down. 

Q. I t  h a d  a c t u a l l y  r e d u c e d  i n  s i z e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  g o i n g  m o r e  t o w a r d  n o r m a l .  

Q. Based  u p o n  t h e  n o t e s  y o u  h a v e ,  n o t  j u s t  t h e s e  

n o t e s ,  b a s e d  upon  y o u r  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  c h a r t ,  g i v e  me t h e  

c h r o n o l o g y  o f  w h a t  y o u  d i d  f o r  t h i s  p a t i e n t  o n  t h e  2 3 r d .  

A .  w e l l ,  f i r s t  t h i n g  I d i d ,  I e x a m i n e d  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  

t h e n  I c h e c k e d ,  we  a l w a y s  g o  t h e  same w a y ,  we  i n s p e c t  

t h e  p a t i e n t ,  we l o o k  i f  t h e r e  i s  a n y  m a r k s ,  a n y  
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a b r a s i o n s ,  hematomas,  l a c e r a t i o n s  a n d  s o  o n .  T h a t  i s  

w h a t  I d i d .  

I p o i n t  o u t  s h e ' s  g o t  a s m a l l  l a c e r a t i o n  

I o n  m i d  o f  t h e  f o r e h e a d .  she  h a d  t h e  a b r a s i o n  o n  t h e  - -  

e c c h y m o s i s  o n  t h e  c h e s t  due t o  t h e  i m p a c t  a g a i n ,  t h e  

s t e e r i n g  w h e e l  o r  o t h e r  r e a s o n .  

Then  w e  l o o k e d  i f  t h e r e  i s  a d e f o r m i t y  

o n  t h e  l o n g  b o n e s ,  t h e  a rm,  f o r e a r m ,  t h e  f e m u r  a n d  l e g s ,  

t h e r e  was n o  d e f o r m i t y .  we l o o k e d  a t  r o t a t i o n  s i n c e  t h e  

p a t i e n t ' s  l e v e l  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  i t ' s  n o t  a l w a y s  d o n e .  

S o m e t i m e s  we t a k e  t h e  l e g ,  t h e  l e g  i s  r o t a t e d  o u t w a r d ,  

w e  l o o k  a t  i t .  

we c h e c k  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e t y  o f  t h e  n e c k ,  

a n y  hematomas ,  a n y  s h i f t  i n  t h e  t r a c h e a ,  s h e  d i d n ' t  h a v e  

a n y .  

A S  I m e n t i o n e d  we  l o o k  a t  t h e  h e a d ,  t h e  

h e a d  h a s  t h e  a b r a s i o n ,  u n e q u a l  p u p i l s ,  d i d n ' t  h a v e  a n y  

b l o o d  i n  t h e  a u d i t o r y  c a n a l ,  w h i c h  p r o b a b l y  t o l d  me n o  

s k u l l  f r a c t u r e .  

Q. B e c a u s e  t h e r e  was no  b l o o d  i n  t h e  e a r s ?  

A .  N O  b l o o d  i n  t h e  e a r s .  

we l o o k e d  a t  t h e  c h e s t .  On t h e  c h e s t  I 

r e c a l l  my c o l l e a g e  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  s u b c u t a n e o u s  

emphysema. T h a t  means some f r e e  a i r ,  some c r a c k l i n g  

when y o u  p u s h  o n  t h e  s k i n  w i t h  y o u r  f i n g e r s ,  y o u  f e e l  
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l i k e  t h e  w r a p p i n g  p l a s t i c  w i t h  b u b b l e s ,  y o u  c a n  c r a c k  

t h e  b u b b l e s  o f  a i r .  she  has  s u b c u t a n e o u s  emphysema. 

s h e  has  f r a c t u r e s  f r o m  t h e  - -  we know 

f r o m  t h e  x - r a y s  she  has  f r a c t u r e s .  The abdomen i s  s o f t ,  

n o t  d i s t e n d e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  a t  l e a s t  n o t  i n t r a - a b d o m i n a l  

b l e e d i n g  o r  m a j o r  i n t r a - a b d o m i n a l  t r a u m a  l i k e  i s  s e e n  

w i t h  a l i v e r  o r  s p l e e n  w i t h  i n j u r y .  

We g e t  a l m o s t  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  

we  p u s h  o n  t h e  i l i a c  c r e s t  t o  see i f  t h e r e  i s  a r o c k i n g  

s i g n ,  a f r a c t u r e  o f  t h e  p e l v i s  when y o u  p u s h ,  t h i s  i s  

m o v i n g ,  t h i s  was n o t  p r e s e n t  i n  t h i s  p a t i e n t .  

I t o o k  i n t o  a c c o u n t  how t h e  v i t a l  s i g n s  

w e r e .  I l o o k e d  i n t o  - -  I was a n t i c i p a t i n g ,  t h i s  i s  why 

I w a i t e d  s o  much more  t o  see  i f  she  was m o v i n g  an  a r m ,  

see  i f  she  was r e s p o n s i v e ,  a b l e  t o  move t h e  l o w e r  

e x t r e m i t i e s .  

Q. L e t ' s  l o o k  a t  y o u r  w r i t t e n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  r e p o r t  s o  

I c a n  a s k  y o u  some q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h a t .  

D o c t o r ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  t r a n s c r i b e d  

c o n s u l  t a t i o n  r e p o r t  9 - 2 3 ?  

A .  C o r r e c t .  

Q. D i d  y o u  n o t  h a n d w r i t e  a c o n s u l t a t i o n  n o t e  t h a t  

d a y ?  

A .  T h i s  d a y  I o n l y  w r o t e  t h e  n o t e  i n  t h e  c h a r t ,  

c o n s u l t a t i o n  d i  c t a t e d .  
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Q. T h a t  i s  t h e  one  I saw. You d o n ' t  h a v e  a 

r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  y o u  hand  w r o t e  o u t  a l l  t h e  

i n f o r m a t i o n ?  

A .  No,  I j u s t  d i c t a t e .  

Q. Y O U  d i c t a t e d  i t ?  

A .  I d i c t a t e d .  when t h e r e  i s  t r a u m a  s o m e t i m e s  I o n l y  

w r i t e  a w r i t t e n  n o t e ,  when t h e r e  i s  t r a u m a  I d i c t a t e  

t h i s  s i n c e  we a r e  i n v o l v e d  t o d a y ,  may d e v e l o p .  I was 

t r y i n g  t o  be v e r y  a c c u r a t e  on  t h e  t i m i n g  I d i c t a t e .  

Q. G i v e n  t h a t  y o u  j u s t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  y o u  d i c t a t e d  

t h i s ,  i t  was t r a n s c r i b e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m o r n i n g ;  am I 

r e a d i n g  t h i s  a c c u r a t e l y  6 : 5 6  on - -  

A .  No,  same d a y ,  9 - 2 3 ,  4 : 2 9  o n  t h e  2 3 r d ,  

t r a n s c r i p t i o n .  

Q. Maybe I m i s s t a t e d  i t .  

A .  D i c t a t e d  o n  t h e  2 3 r d .  

Q. T r a n s c r i b e d  o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  t h e  2 4 t h ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. How w o u l d  y o u  h a v e  c o m m u n i c a t e d  y o u r  i m p r e s s i o n s  

a n d  y o u r  a d v i c e  on  t h i s  p a t i e n t  t o  o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n s  i n  

t h e  c a s e  a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  d a y ?  

A .  I r e c a l l  v e r y  w e l l  t h a t  I t a l k e d  p e r s o n a l l y  w i t h  

D r .  T e l e s z  when he was i n  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  u n i t .  I 

t a l k e d  t o  D r .  T a w i l  I b e l i e v e  - -  n o ,  e x c u s e  m e ,  K r a l i k ,  

I t h i n k  I t a l k e d  t o  D r .  K r a l i k ,  one  t i m e  t o  D r .  T a w i l .  
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Q .  You h a v e  a s p e c i f i c  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t a l k i n g  w i t h  

D r .  T e l e s z ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q .  D r .  K r a l i k ?  

A .  And D r .  T a w i l .  

Q .  T h i s  w o u l d  a l l  have  been on t h e  2 3 r d ,  b e f o r e  y o u  

l e f t  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

A .  Y e s ,  h a s  t o  b e .  A b s o l u t e l y  w i t h  T e l e s z  h a s  t o  b e  

o n  t h e  2 3 r d ,  n o  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h a t .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  y o u  

know t h e  t i m e  i s  a l m o s t  t w o  y e a r s  now. 

I know t h a t  I b e l i e v e  I t a l k e d  t o  D r .  T a w i l  t h e  

same d a y  b e c a u s e  we a l l  came t o  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  room t o  

t h e  I C U ,  t o  t h e  C A T  s c a n ,  we c r o s s e d  p a t h s  t h e r e ,  y o u  

know.  

Q .  Do y o u  b e l i e v e  t h a t  y o u  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  r e p o r t e d  

y o u r  a s s e s s m e n t  t o  D r .  T a w i l  as  w e l l  a s  D r .  T e l e s z ?  

A. T O  D r .  T e l e s z ,  100 p e r c e n t  s u r e .  T O  ~ r .  T a w i l ,  1 

may be m i s l e d  b y  t i m i n g ,  I t h i n k  I t a l k e d  t o  T a w i l ,  I 

t h i n k  I saw h i m  t h e r e  b e c a u s e  T a w i l  was t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  

one  t h a t  was c a l l e d .  

Q .  F a i r  e n o u g h .  L e t ' s  g o  b a c k  t o  y o u r  c o n s u l t  n o t e .  

1 h a v e  t o  a s k  a s i l l y  q u e s t i o n .  

A .  Y e s .  

Q .  I ' m  w o r k i n g  o n  a c a s e  i n  a h o s p i t a l  I h a v e n ' t  

w o r k e d  w i t h  b e f o r e ;  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  i n  t h i s  h o s p i t a l ,  you  

FLOWERS, V E R S A G I  & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

8 

9 

10 

11 

1 2  

1 3  

1 5  

16 

1 8  

19 

2 0  

21 

2 2  

2 3  

24  

2 5  

27 

d i c t a t e ,  who does  t h e  t r a n s c r i  p t i  on?  

A .  W e l l ,  now I b e l i e v e  i t ' s  done  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

Q .  Do y o u  b e l i e v e  i t  was done  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  

1 9 9 7 ?  

A .  N O ,  i n  1 9 9 7  I t h i n k  w e  h a d  a c o n t r a c t  w i t h  a 

company ,  we h a d  a l o t  o f  t r o u b l e  w i t h  t hem b e c a u s e  

s o m e t i m e s  i t  was t o o  many d e l a y s .  N O W  I t h i n k  i t ' s  done  

i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  f o r  u s ,  b u t  I t h i n k  f o r  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  

room i t ' s  done  b y  a company t h a t  a l w a y s  t i m e s  c e n t r a l  

t i m e .  when t h e y  s a i d  a t  6 : O O  p . m .  c e n t r a l  t i m e ,  t h e y  

f a x  t h o s e .  

Q .  You d i d n ' t  h a v e  an o f f i c e  e m p l o y e e  who y o u  w o u l d  

g i v e  t h i s  t o ,  i t  goes  t h r o u g h  an e l e c t r o n i c  s e r v i c e  done  

o f f  s i t e ,  r e t u r n e d  t o  y o u ?  

A .  T h i s  i s  d i c t a t e d  f r o m  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  t h e  h o s p i t a l  

t a k e s  c a r e  o f  t h e s e ,  y e a h .  

Q .  The  f i r s t  p a r a g r a p h  o f  y o u r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  r e p o r t  

i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  y o u  w e r e ,  i f  I ' m  g e t t i n g  t h i s  w r o n g  y o u  

t e l l  me, a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y  was w h e r e  s h e  

was ,  I C U  o r  E D ,  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  a c t u a l l y  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  

t h e  a c c i d e n t  w h i c h  y o u  w e r e  a b l e  t o  e x a m i n e ?  

A .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  I b e l i e v e  t h o s e  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  I 

c o u l d  be w r o n g ,  w e r e  shown t o  me b y  somebody i n  t h e  

e m e r g e n c y  room o r  somebody i n  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  u n i t .  

I saw t h e  p h o t o g r a p h s .  
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Q. Were t h o s e  P o l a r o i d  p h o t o g r a p h s ?  

A .  P o l a r o i d  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  y e s .  

Q. Have y o u  s e e n  t h o s e  p h o t o g r a p h s  s i n c e  t h e  d a t e  o f  

t h i  s a c c i d e n t ?  

A .  N O .  

Q. D O  y o u  know w h e r e  t h e  h o s p i t a l  k e e p s  t h e s e  

p h o t o g r a p h s ?  

A .  When t h e  p h o t o g r a p h s  a r e  made i n  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  

room.  T h e s e  p h o t o g r a p h s  w e r e  a t  t h e  s c e n e .  when t h e y  

a r e  i n  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  room t h e y  a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e c o r d s ,  

t h e y  a r e  k e p t  i n  t h e  r e c o r d s .  

Q. S O  y o u  a r e  u n a w a r e  as  t o  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  i f  t h e  

e m e r g e n c y  f i  r e  d e p a r t m e n t  a c t u a l l y  g a v e  t h o s e  

p h o t o g r a p h s ,  i f  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h s  w o u l d  r e m a i n  p a r t  o f  t h e  

h o s p i t a l  c h a r t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  w o u l d  be  p a r t  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l  

c h a r t .  T h e y  w o u l d n ' t  be t a k e n  h e r e .  

Q. I ' m  j u s t  a s k i n g .  

A .  B u t  I saw t h e  p h o t o g r a p h s .  

Q. D i d  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h s  i n  a n y  way h e l p  y o u  i n  t h e  

a s s e s s m e n t  t h a t  y o u  made o f  t h i s  p a t i e n t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h s  I remember v e r y  w e l l  b e c a u s e  

t h e  a i r  b a g  was c o m p l e t e l y  f l a c c i d ,  d e p l o y e d ,  t h e  l e f t  

f r o n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  c a r  was d e s t r o y e d ,  t h e r e  was no  d o o r ,  

t h e  s e a t  was a l s o  b r o k e n ,  t h e  w i n d s h i e l d ,  a l l  t h e  f r a m e  
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o f  t h e  w i n d s h i e l d  was d e s t r o y e d .  M Y  o p i n i o n  was t h a t  I 

d o n ' t  know how t h e  p a t i e n t  s u r v i v e d .  

A l s o ,  p r o b a b l y  t h e  f r o n t  w h e e l  was 

d e s t r o y e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  c a r  was l a y i n g  o n  t h e  g r o u n d ,  t h e  

c a r  was n o t  s t a n d i n g ,  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  c a r  seemed t o  me 

l i k e  t h a t ,  was l y i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  l y i n g  o n  t h e  g r o u n d .  

The f r o n t  t i r e  was d e s t r o y e d  I b e l i e v e .  v e r y  d r a m a t i c .  

Q. Y O U  h a v e  p r e t t y  much gone t h r o u g h  y o u r  s e c o n d  

p a r a g r a p h  I b e l i e v e ,  b u t  I w a n t  t o  a s k  t o  make s u r e  I 

h a v e n ' t  m i s s e d  a n y  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

I t ' s  i n d i c a t e d  y o u  a r e  s a y i n g  y o u  saw 

h e r ,  y o u  d i d  an  exam? 

A .  An exam. I d i d n ' t  do a n e u r o l o g i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  

b e c a u s e  w e  n e e d e d  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  f r o m  t h e  p a t i e n t .  Then  

I i n s p e c t e d  h e r ,  l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  c h e s t ,  l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  

abdomen,  f e l t  t h e  abdomen, f e l t  t h e  l i m b s ,  t h e n  I w e n t  

i n  a n d  o u t  u n t i l  s h e  was more  awake t o  s e e  i f  I c o u l d  

g e t  r e f l e x  r e s p o n s e s  and  v o l u n t a r y  r e s p o n s e s  t o  p a i n  o r  

v o l u n t a r y  r e s p o n s e s  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  v e r b a l  commands. s h e  

n e v e r  r e s p o n d e d  t o  v e r b a l  commands. s h e  d i d  r e s p o n d  t o  

p a i n  e v e n t u a l l y ,  f o u r  h o u r s  l a t e r .  

Q. DO y o u  b e l i e v e  t h a t  y o u  d i d  some o f  t h i s  

e x a m i n a t i o n  b e f o r e  she w e n t  t o  CT ?  I ' m  a s k i n g  b a s e d  o n  

t h e  way y o u r  r e p o r t  i s  w r i t t e n .  

A .  N O ,  I s a y  s h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  h a v e  a C T  s c a n  o f  t h e  
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h e a d ,  t h e n  I know,  n o t  s u r p r i s e d  t h e s e  p a t i e n t s  a r e  s e n t  

t o  C T  s c a n  i m m e d i a t e l y  when t h e y  a r r i v e  t o  a d m i s s i o n .  

The  t i m i n g  o f  C T  s c a n  i s  i n  y o u r  r e c o r d .  

Q. T h e r e  i s  why I ' m  a s k i n g  i f  y o u  knew.  Y o u r  n e x t  

p a r a g r a p h  i n d i c a t e s  I e x a m i n e d  t h e  x - r a y s ,  y o u  see  w h e r e  

t h a t  p a r a g r a p h  b e g i n s ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. D r .  s o s ,  d i d  y o u  p e r s o n a l l y  l o o k  a t  t h e  x - r a y  

f i l m s ,  t h e  c h e s t  x - r a y  f i l m s  t a k e n  o n  t h i s  p a t i e n t ?  

A .  Y e s .  R o u t i n e  p r o c e d u r e s ,  y e s .  

Q. Then  y o u  i n d i c a t e  and  t h e r e  was b i l a t e r a l  

h e m o t h o r a x e s  w i t h  maybe some f r e e  a i r  i n  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m  

a n d  r i b  f r a c t u r e s ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. T h i s  s e n t e n c e ,  i s  t h a t  r e c o r d i n g  y o u r  i m p r e s s i o n  

o f  w h a t  y o u  b e l i e v e  y o u  saw on t h e  x - r a y ?  

A .  T h a t  i s  w h a t  I saw. 

Q. D i d  y o u  c o n f e r  w i t h  t h e  r a d i o l o g i s t  a b o u t  any  o f  

t h o s e  c h e s t  f i n d i n g s ?  

M R .  T A B E R :  w h i c h  o n e s ?  

Q. The b i l a t e r a l  h e m o t h o r a x e s ,  t h e  f r e e  a i r  i n  t h e  

m e d i a s t i n u m ?  

M R .  T A B E R :  I mean w h i c h  

r a d i  o l  o g i  s t ?  

Q. D i d  y o u  c o n f e r  w i t h  a r a d i o l o g i s t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  on  
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t h e  2 3 r d  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  c h e s t  f i l m s ?  

A .  1 d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  

Q. Do y o u  r e g u l a r l y  r e a d  c h e s t  f i l m s  i n  t h e  t r a u m a  

d e p a r t m e n t ?  

A .  No,  I l o o k  b y  m y s e l f  e v e r y  t i m e  I h a v e  a t r a u m a  

p a t i e n t .  I a l w a y s  l o o k .  I d o n ' t  d i s c u s s  w i t h  a 

r a d i o l o g i s t  b e c a u s e  i t ' s  o u t  o f  my f i e l d ,  y o u  k n o w .  I 

l o o k  o u t  o f  c u r i o s i t y .  I l o o k  a t  t h e  abdomen,  I l o o k  a t  

b o n e  x - r a y s ,  I l o o k  a t  t h e  c h e s t  x - r a y .  The c h e s t  x - r a y  

I u s u a l l y  a l w a y s  l o o k .  r f  t h e  p a t i e n t  h a s  t o  b e  on  a 

v e n t i l a t o r  c o u l d  be i m p o r t a n t  t o  know i f  s h e  h a s  

f r a c t u r e s .  

Q. So y o u  h a d  a n e u r o l o g i c a l  p u r p o s e  i n  e x a m i n i n g  t h e  

x - r a y s ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  m a i n l y  r e s p i r a t o r y  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t .  

Q. w h a t  k i n d  o f  s u p p o r t  w e r e  y o u  c o n t e m p l a t i n g ?  

A. R e s p i r a t o r y  s u p p o r t  i n  g e n e r a l ,  n o t  j u s t  

M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y .  P a t i e n t s  w i t h  i n j u r y  a s  I t h o u g h t  t h i s  

p a t i e n t  was g o i n g  t o  have  d i m i n i s h e d  l e v e l  o f  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  many t i m e s  t h e y  n e e d  t o  be i n t u b a t e d ,  as  

she  was .  

Q. s h e  was a l r e a d y  i n t u b a t e d  b e f o r e  y o u  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  

x - r a y s ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  S u r e .  

Q. D i d  y o u  h a v e  an o p i n i o n ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l  f r o m  y o u r  
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r e c o l l e c t i o n  i n  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  c h a r t ,  a n d  w h a t  y o u  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  y o u  saw,  w o u l d  y o u  a g r e e  t h a t  i n  t h e  c h e s t  

f i l m s  t h a t  w e r e  t a k e n  on t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  t h e  2 3 r d  t h e r e  

was a w i d e n e d  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m ?  

A .  No,  I d o n ' t  h a v e  t h a t  r e c o l l e c t i o n .  A l s o  

h a p p e n e d ,  a l l  o t h e r  p a t i e n t s ,  n o t  o n l y  t h i s  p a t i e n t .  

M y s e l f ,  i f  I l a y  on  t h e  t a b l e ,  t h e y  d o  a c h e s t  x - r a y  o f  

m e ,  my m e d i a s t i n u m  i s  g o i n g  t o  be w i d e  b e c a u s e  I am 

r e c u m b a n t .  W i d e n i n g  o f  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m  i s  n o t  a v e r y  

i m p o r t a n t  l a n d m a r k .  

Q. N o t  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t ?  

A .  The  w i d e n i n g  o f  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m  when t h e  c h e s t  

x - r a y  h a s  b e e n  done  w i t h  a p a t i e n t  r e c u m b a n t ,  means 

l a y i n g  down,  i s  n o t  an i m p o r t a n t  l a n d m a r k .  I S n o t  a 

v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  l a n d m a r k  b e c a u s e  e v e r y b o d y  h a s  a w i d e  

m e d i a s t i n u m  when we l a y  down f o r  an  x - r a y .  ~ t ' s  t o  be 

t h i n k i n g  a b o u t ,  i t ' s  n o t  i m p o r t a n t .  

Q *  D i d  y o u  h a v e  an o p i n i o n  as t o  t h e  c a u s e  o f  y o u  

c a l l e d  i t  maybe f r e e  a i r  i n  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m ?  s e e  how 

y o u  w r o t e  t h a t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. D i d  y o u  d i s c u s s  w i t h  anyone  t h a t  y o u  t h o u g h t  t h e r e  

m i g h t  be f r e e  a i r  i n  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. who d i d  y o u  d i s c u s s  i t  w i t h ?  
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A .  K r a l i k .  

Q. I h a v e  t o  a s k ,  how do y o u  r e c a l l  i t  was D r .  K r a l i k  

y o u  d i s c u s s e d  i t  w i t h ?  

A .  I may be w r o n g ,  i t ' s  t h e  f a c e  I remember .  

Q. why w o u l d  y o u  have  d i s c u s s e d  i t  w i t h  D r .  K r a l i k ?  

A .  B e c a u s e  h e ' s  t h e  t h o r a c i c  s u r g e o n .  H e  was i n  t h e  

c a s e .  

Q. D i d  y o u  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  h a v e  a c o n c e r n  as  t o  w h a t  

m i g h t  be  c a u s i n g  t h a t  f r e e  a i r  i n  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m ?  

A .  I t h o u g h t  t h a t  p r o b a b l y  was b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  b r o k e n  

r i b s .  

Q. Y o u r  n e x t  p a r a g r a p h  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  CT  o f  t h e  h e a d ;  

i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. D i d  y o u  t a l k  w i t h  t h e  r a d i o l o g i s t  who p e r f o r m e d  

t h e  h e a d  C A T  s c a n  a b o u t  t h e  r e s u l t s ?  

A.  1 d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  ~n g e n e r a l ,  I n o t  a l w a y s  t a l k  t o  

t h e m  b e c a u s e  I t h i n k  I r e a d  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e y  d o .  T h a t ' s  

t r u e .  

Q. Is i t  y o u r  t e s t i m o n y  o r  do  y o u  b e l i e v e  o r  

c e r t a i n l y  d i d  y o u  r e a d  t h i s  head  C A T  s c a n  on  y o u r  own? 

A .  Y e s ,  a b s o l u t e l y ,  I w i l l  see i t .  

Q. w h a t  i s c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h i  s p a r t i c u l a r  p a r a g r a p h  i s  

y o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  head  CT  t h a t  was p e r f o r m e d  

on  9 - 2 3 ?  
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A.  Y e s ,  my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  T a k e n  a s  my own 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  

Q. D i d  y o u  l o o k  a t  any  o t h e r  C A T  s c a n s  o f  t h a t  d a y  

o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  h e a d  C T ' s ?  

A.  1 d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q. Y o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  h e a d  C T  

r e v e a l e d  w h a t  i n  t e r m s  o f  damage f r o m  t h e  a c c i d e n t ,  i f  

a n y ?  

A .  Number one t h e r e  was n o t  a n y  f r a c t u r e  o n  t h e  

s k u l l .  o n l y  a l i t t l e  b i t  w h a t  I r e a d  h e r e  a s u b g a l e a l  

s w e l l i n g ,  t h e  l i t t l e  bump we g e t  when a s  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  

w e  f e l l .  I t ' s  a s m a l l  amount  o f  b l o o d  u n d e r  t h e  s c a l p ,  

b e t w e e n  t h e  s k i n  a n d  h e a d ,  t h e  b o n e .  T h i s  i s  o f  n o  

i m p o r t a n c e .  T h e r e  i s  no  masses ,  no  hematomas i n  t h e  

b r a i n ,  n o  hematomas o u t s i d e  t h e  b r a i n ,  n o  e x t r a - a x i a l .  

The  b r a i n  was i n  t h e  m i d l i n e .  s h e  h a d  a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  

b r a i n  a t r o p h y  n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a c c i d e n t .  s h e  was 

maybe t o o  y o u n g  t o  h a v e  b r a i n  a t r o p h y  b e i n g  4 3 ,  t h e r e  

a r e  v a r i a t i o n s .  Maybe t h e  b r a i n  was n o t  a s  f u l l  as  

s h o u l d  b e ,  t h e  c o n v o l u t i o n s ,  c o n v e x i t y ,  n o  m a j o r  

i m p o r t a n c e .  I t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  h e a d  was i n  e x c e l l e n t  

s h a p e ,  t h e  b r a i n .  

Q. You l o o k e d  a t  t h e  h e a d  C T ,  t h i s  was y o u r  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  y o u  c o m m u n i c a t e d  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  

w h a t  y o u  t h o u g h t  t h e  CT o f  t h e  h e a d  r e v e a l e d ,  c o r r e c t ?  
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A. Y e s .  I t ' s  t r a n s c r i b e d  o n  t h e  - -  t h e y  a r e  s u p p o s e d  

t o  r e a d  i t .  

Q. T h a t  d a y ?  Because  t h i s  was n o t  t r a n s c r i b e d  t h i s  

d a y .  

A .  when I t a l k e d  t o  T e l e s z ,  he  was - -  I t o l d  h i m  a l l  

my i m p r e s s i o n s ,  I am 1 0 0  p e r c e n t  s u r e  I t e l l  h i m  

e v e r y t h i n g .  T h e r e  i s  n o  q u e s t i o n .  

Q.  T h e n  b a c k  t o  t h e  p a r a g r a p h  we a l r e a d y  d i s c u s s e d  t o  

make c e r t a i n .  

A .  E x c u s e  m e ,  g o i n g  b a c k  t o  y o u r  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  why I 

remember i t  was T a w i l .  I s a y  K r a l i k ,  p r o b a b l y  was 

w r o n g ,  b e c a u s e  I mean t  T a w i l .  T h a t  T a w i l  was g o i n g  t o  

do  a b r o n c h o s c o p y .  Then  maybe I t a l k  t o  T a w i l .  I d o n ' t  

know,  I t h o u g h t  i t  was K r a l i k  when I t o l d  h i m  s h e  h a s  

f r e e  a i r .  Maybe i t  was T a w i l .  As a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  

s i n c e  t h e y  a r e  a g r o u p  s o m e t i m e s  one  t a k e s  t h e  w o r k  o f  

t h e  o t h e r  g u y s .  Anyway,  I i n t e r r u p t e d  y o u ,  ~ ' r n  s o r r y .  

Q.  T h a t ' s  o k a y .  A r e  y o u  a m e n d i n g  y o u r  a n s w e r  t h a t  

y o u  p r e v i  o u s l  y g a v e ?  

A .  I s a y  o n l y  t h a t  a g a i n  I t h i n k  s o  I t a l k e d  t o  

T a w i l  . L a t e r  o n  i n  my d i c t a t i o n  - -  c o r r e c t i o n .  

A g a i n ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  

D r .  K r a l i k  a b o u t  t h e  f r e e  a i r  o n  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m .  c o u l d  

b e  T a w i l  b e c a u s e  I see  l a t e r  o n  i n  my d i c t a t i o n  I s a y  

T a w i l  i s  g o i n g  t o  do  t h e  b r o n c h o s c o p y .  S o r r y  a b o u t  t h e  
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c o n f u s i o n .  

Q. T h a t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  You d i c t a t e d  t h e  n o t e  a t  4 : 2 5  

i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  c l e a r l y  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  she  was i n  t h e  

i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  u n i t ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. The l a c e r a t i o n s  t h a t  she  had  h a v e  b e e n  s u t u r e d ,  

s h e  i s  now n o d d i n g  h e r  head  t o  c e r t a i n  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  

commands; i s  t h a t  w h a t  y o u  w r o t e ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. A t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  u n l i k e  y o u r  p r e l i m i n a r y  i m p r e s s i o n ,  

i f  y o u  s p o k e  t o  h e r ,  y o u  w o u l d  g e t  a r e s p o n s e ?  

A .  A weak r e s p o n s e .  

Q. I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t .  T h i s  was a c h a n g e ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. s h e  was n o t  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  commands b y  n o d d i n g ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. Was she  o p e n i n g  h e r  e y e s ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. w e ' v e  a l r e a d y  c o v e r e d  t h i s ,  y o u  g a v e  h e r  commands,  

y o u  s a i d  she  b r i e f l y  moved h e r  t o e s  w i t h  v e r y ,  v e r y  weak 

movement ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  y e s .  

Q. A t  t h e  p o i n t  i n  t i m e  w h i c h  y o u  w e r e ,  she  h a s  b e e n  

a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a b o u t  b a l l p a r k i n g  i t  f i v e  h o u r s ,  s h e  now 

h a s  t h i s  b r i e f  r e s p o n s e  i n  m o v i n g  t h e  t o e s ,  y o u  a r e  

~~~ ~~ 
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c a l l i n g  i t  v e r y ,  v e r y  weak ,  d i d  y o u  h a v e  a n y  c o n c e r n s  

a b o u t  h e r  n e u r o l o g i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  i n  t h e  e x t r e m i t i e s  

b a s e d  u p o n  t h a t  e x a m i n a t i o n ?  

A .  No,  b e c a u s e  y o u  know she was n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  o u t  o f  

t h e  m e d i c a t i o n .  Moved t h e  t o e s ,  s h e  n o d s  y e s ,  a p p e a r s  

t o  be  r e c o v e r i n g ,  a p p e a r s  t o  be  r e c o v e r i n g ,  I d i d n ' t  s a y  

i s  r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  s e d a t i o n .  s h e  was s t i l l  u n d e r  t h e  

a f f e c t s  o f  t h e  s e d a t i o n .  

Q. A t  t h e  p o i n t  y o u  f e l t  s e d a t i o n  was w e a r i n g  o f f  y o u  

h a d  n e r v e  i m p r o v e m e n t  o v e r  f i v e  h o u r s ,  t h i s  was a 

r e a s s u r i n g  s i g n  t o  you?  

A .  1 t h i n k  a l l  t h e s e  p a t i e n t s  many t i m e s  f o r  t w o  d a y s  

o r  s o  we d o n ' t  know w h a t  i s  g o i n g  o n .  A t  t h a t  p o i n t  s h e  

was w a k i n g  u p ,  seems t o  be w a k i n g  up f r o m  t h e  a f f e c t s  o f  

t r a u m a  a n d  a f f e c t s  o f  s e d a t i o n ,  a f f e c t s  o f  t h e  a n e m i a .  

s h e  was s o  a n e m i c .  s h e  was m o v i n g  t h e  t o e s  e v e n  w e a k l y ,  

p r o b a b l y  t h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g  w e  h a d  t o  assume w o u l d  be 

m o v i n g  b e t t e r  w i t h  l e s s  p h a r m a c o l o g i c a l  a g e n t s  o n  b o a r d .  

Q *  T h e n  y o u  i n d i c a t e  she  was g o i n g  t o  h a v e  a 

b r o c h o s c o p y  b y  D r .  T a w i l ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. D i d  y o u  t a l k  t o  D r .  T a w i l ,  d i d  he  t e l l  y o u  he  was 

g o i n g  t o  do  a b r o n c h o s c o p y ,  i s  t h a t  how t h a t  e n d e d  u p  i n  

y o u r  n o t e s ?  

A .  T h a t  i s v e r y  li k e l y  w h a t  h a p p e n s .  
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Q .  D O  y o u  know w h a t  t h e  p u r p o s e  f o r  t h e  b r o n c h o s c o p y  

was a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

A .  T h e y  w a n t e d  t o  r u l e  o u t  a l a c e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  

t r a c h e a ,  i n j u r y  t o  t h e  t r a c h e a  o r  t h e  p r i m a r y  b r o n c h i  

t h a t  c o u l d  d i s p l a c e  f r e e  a i r  i n  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m .  

Q. Is t h a t  w h a t  D r .  T a w i l  t o l d  y o u ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know,  t h a t  i s  w h a t  I t e n d  t o  b e l i e v e  i s  

why t h e y  w e r e  d o i n g  t h e  t h i n g .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  w h a t  he 

t o l d  me, i t ' s  a y e a r  a n d  a h a l f ,  t w o  y e a r s .  I s t a t e d  

h e r e  t h a t  a s  a b r o n c h o s c o p y  w i t h  t h o r a c i c  s u r g e o n ,  I 

assume t h e  o n l y  a b n o r m a l  t h i n g  w e  f o u n d  a t  t i m e  was f r e e  

a i r  o n  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m ,  was t o  r u l e  o u t  t r a c h e a l  i n j u r y ,  

b r o n c h i a l  i n j u r y .  T h i s  i s  common s o m e t i m e s  t h e  b r o n c h i a  

c a n  be  r u p t u r e d ,  t h e  p a t i e n t  l e a k  a i r  i n t o  t h e  

m e d i a s t i n u m .  

Q. T h e n  y o u  i n d i  c a t e  f rom t h e  n e u r o l o g i c a l  s t a n d p o i n t  

t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  we h a v e  t o  do i s  c o n t i n u e  s u p p o r t .  I 

f u l l y  a g r e e  w i t h  D r .  T e l e s z '  o r d e r  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  

p a t i e n t .  

M R .  T A B E R :  F rom t h e  

n e u r o s u r g i c a l  s t a n d p o i n t ?  

Q .  From a n e u r o s u r g i c a l  s t a n d p o i n t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. T h a t ' s  w h a t  y o u  i n d i c a t e d .  Y O U  c o m p l e t e d  y o u r  

r e v i e w  o f  t h e  h e a d  t r a u m a ,  y o u  f e l t  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  was 
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a l l  r i g h t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. IS t h a t  a f a i r  way t o  s t a t e  i t ?  

A.  I t h i n k  I s t o p p e d  a t  t h e  n e c k .  

Q. You w e r e  t h e  n e u r o s u r g i c a l  c o n s u l t ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s u r e .  I was s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  

s i t u a t i o n .  I was s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  we h a d  g o t t e n  i t  f r o m  

t h e  p a t i e n t ,  me a n d  t h e  o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n s .  T h e s e  

p a t i e n t s  a r e  g o i n g  t o  be s o m e t i m e s  i n  a coma f o r  t w o ,  

t h r e e  o r  f i v e  d a y s .  

The  f a c t  t h a t  s i x  h o u r s ,  f i v e  h o u r s  

l a t e r  s h e  s t a r t e d  n o d d i n g ,  e v e n  p o o r l y  n o d d i n g  t o  

command, w i g g l i n g  a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  t o e s ,  I assume I 

m e n t i o n e d  t h e  - -  I d i d n ' t  m e n t i o n  t h e  u p p e r  e x t r e m e t i e s ,  

s h e  was p r o b a b l y  w e a k l y  m o v i n g  t h e  u p p e r  e x t r e m i t i e s .  

L e t ' s  s e e  how s h e  i s  t o m o r r o w ,  o r  l a t e r  o n .  

Q. when y o u  s a y  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  w e  h a v e  t o  d o  i s  

c o n t i n u e  s u p p o r t ,  w h a t  d i d  y o u  mean? 

M R .  T A B E R :  I t  s a y s  - -  d o n ' t  

f o r g e t  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e ,  f r o m  t h e  

n e u r o s u r g i c a l  s t a n d p o i n t  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  - -  

Q. From a n e u r o l o g i c a l  s t a n d p o i n t  w h a t  s u p p o r t  w e r e  

y o u  g o i n g  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  o f f e r  t h e  p a t i e n t ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  o b j e c t i o n .  Go 

a h e a d ,  D o c t o r .  
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A .  Number o n e ,  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  p a t i e n t  s t a b l e .  T h i s  

i s  p a r t  t h a t  c o u l d  be  I.v.'s, b l o o d  s h e  n e e d s ,  e t  

c e t e r a .  

Number t w o ,  r e s p i r a t o r y  managemen t .  

P a r t  o f  t h e  s u p p o r t  means she h a s  b e e n  i n t u b a t e d ,  n e e d s  

t o  be  o n  t h e  v e n t ,  n e e d s  t o  be  c o n t r o l l e d  o n  t h a t .  

T h r e e ,  u r i n e ,  f o l l o w  c a t h e t e r ,  s h e  i s  

u r i n a t i n g  t h e  r i g h t  a m o u n t .  K i d n e y s  i n  t r a u m a  s o m e t i m e s  

s h u t  down.  T O  s e e  s h e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  p r o g r e s s  t o  g a i n  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o r  r e m a i n s  u n c o n s c i o u s .  

~ l l  t h e s e  p a t i e n t s  t h e y  c o u l d  h a v e  

i n j u r y ,  c o u l d  be  p a r a l y z e d  l i k e  M r s .  s p r e a d b u r y  was .  

Somet imes  t h e y  h a v e  an  i n j u r y  t o  t h e  s p i n a l  c o r d .  T h e y  

h a v e  a n  i n j u r y  i n  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  b r a c h i a l  p l e x u s ,  t h e y  

a r e  m o v i n g  t h e  r i g h t  a r m ,  l e f t  i s  weak ,  h a s  p a i n .  Many 

t h i n g s  we c a n ' t  know u n t i l  t h e  p a t i e n t  i s  a w a k e ,  

w i g g l i n g  t o e s ,  f l e x i n g  k n e e s ,  f l e x i n g  a r m s ,  m o v i n g  t o  

command. s h e  c o u l d n ' t  move t o  commands, s h e  was s t i l l  

o u t .  

Q. I ' m  g o i n g  t o  f i n i s h  o u t  t h i s  i n  a s e c o n d .  I w a n t  

t o  go  b a c k  t o  y o u r  f i r s t  p a g e ,  I s e e  s o m e t h i n g  I w a n t  t o  

a s k  y o u  I d o n ' t  s e e  i n  y o u r  n o t e s ,  I w a n t  t o  a s k  y o u .  

You a r e  i n d i c a t i n g  a b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  o f  

1 6 3  o v e r  9 0  i n  y o u r  c o n s u l t  r e p o r t ;  do  y o u  s e e  t h a t ?  

A .  Yes .  
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Q .  s e c o n d  p a r a g r a p h ?  

A. 1 6 3  o v e r  9 0 ,  r e s p i r a t i o n s  90 o n  v e n t .  

Q .  D i d  t h a t  seem t o  b e  an e l e v a t e d  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  a t  

t h a t  t i m e ?  

A.  s h e  was g e t t i n g  v a s o p r e s s o r s .  

Q .  T h a t  w o u l d  a c c o u n t  f o r  i t ?  

A. w h a t  we  d o  w i t h  t h e  p a t i e n t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  t h a t  i s  

why t h e  b i g  d i s c r e p a n c y  b e t w e e n  t h e  E M S  r e p o r t  a n d  t h e  

a r r i v a l  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  a t  t h e  s c e n e  M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y ' s  

b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  when she was s t i l l  b e i n g  e x t r i c a t e d  f r o m  

t h e  c a r  h a s  a s y s t o l i c  p r e s s u r e  o f  6 0 .  T h a t  we h a d  t o  

assume she  h a s  t o  be c o m p l e t e l y  u n c o n s c i o u s  w i t h  6 0 ,  

e v e n  w i t h  b r a i n  i s c h e m i a .  A t  t h e  s c e n e  was 6 0 .  F i r s t  

b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  was 9 0 ,  t h e n  d r o p p e d  t o  6 0 .  

M R .  T A B E R :  D o c t o r ,  i f  y o u  n e e d  

t o  t a k e  a p a g e .  

T H E  W I T N E S S :  N O ,  I d o n ' t  n e e d  t o ,  

l e t  t hem w a i t .  

A .  s h e  a r r i v e d  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  t h e  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  i s  

1 3 3  o v e r  8 6 .  w h a t  happened  i s  n o t  t h a t  she  i s  b e t t e r .  

What h a p p e n e d ,  s h e  has  b e e n ,  q u o t a t i o n ,  r e s u s c i t a t e d ,  

c l o s e  q u o t a t i o n .  Means t h a t  t h e  p a r a m e d i c s ,  t h e  

emergency  p h y s i c i a n  and  n u r s e s  g i v e  t h i s  p a t i e n t  a l a r g e  

amount  o f  n o r m a l  s a l i n e .  No d e x t r o s e  w a t e r ,  n o r m a l  

s a l i n e .  w i t h  n o r m a l  s a l i n e  m o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e  we g e t  v e r y  
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g o o d  r e s p o n s e  i n  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  t h a t  i s  why t h e  new b l o o d  

p r e s s u r e  was 1 6 3  o v e r  90 ,  b e c a u s e  s h e  h a s  b e e n  

r e s u s c i t a t e d ,  h a s  v a s o p r e s s o r s ,  t h e  I .V. I assume,  

t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  I w o u l d n ' t  s a y  f o r  a n o r m a l  p a t i e n t ,  

f o r  a n o r m a l  i n d i v i d u a l  i t  i s  h y p e r t e n s i v e  s y s t o l i c ,  

1 6 3 .  90 i s  b o r d e r l i n e  n o r m a l .  F o r  t h i s  p a t i e n t ,  i t ' s  

t o  be  p r e f e r r e d  t o  h a v e  a h i g h  p r e s s u r e ,  n o t  o n l y  t h e  

b r a i n  a n d  s p i n a l  c o r d ,  t h e  k i d n e y s  a n d  l i v e r .  

M I S S  K O L I S :  Hang o n  o n e  s e c o n d .  

( D i s c u s s i o n  had  o f f  t h e  r e c o r d . )  

B Y  M I S S  K O L I S :  

Q. w h i l e  t h e y  a r e  l o o k i n g  a t  t h a t  t i m e d  r u n  r e p o r t ,  

D o c t o r ,  w h e r e  d i d  y o u  g e t  t h e  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  number  o f  

1 6 3  o v e r  9 0  t h a t  y o u  d i c t a t e d  i n t o  y o u r  r e p o r t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know.  p r o b a b l y  f r o m  t h e  n u r s e s  a t  b e d s i d e  

c l  i n i  c a l  r e c o r d .  

Q. The  c l i n i c a l  r e c o r d  I h a v e ,  c a n  y o u  p o i n t  o u t  t o  

me w h e r e  y o u  g o t  t h a t  one f r o m ,  t h i s  i s  o n  t h e  ED 

n u r s i n g  p r o c e s s  f o r m ?  

A .  M u s t  be  o n  t h e  I C U  maybe.  

Q. A t  1 2 : 1 5  t h e  p r e s s u r e  i s  163  o v e r  1 2 1  - -  

M R .  T A B E R :  

t a l  k i n g  a b o u t .  

Show u s  w h a t  y o u  a r e  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

1 9  

20 

2 1  

2 2  

2 3  

24 

2 5  

43 

Q. I ' m  j u s t  c u r i o u s  if a t  t h a t  t i m e  y o u  w e r e  

r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  b o t t o m  number i s  w r o n g  o r  t h i s  i s  a 

s e c o n d  p r e s s u r e  t h a t  happens  t o  be  1 6 3  o v e r  9 0  t h a t  I 

d i d n ' t  s e e  somewhere  b e f o r e .  

A .  D i d  I s a y  1 6 3  o v e r  90?  

Q.  R i g h t .  

A .  L e t  me l o o k  f o r  t h e  - -  we n e e d  ICU. 

M R .  T A B E R :  ICU n u r s e s '  n o t e s .  

A.  I d o n ' t  know w h e r e  I g o t  i t .  

Q.  w h a t  w o u l d  a p r e s s u r e  o f  1 6 3  o v e r  1 2 1  i n d i c a t e  t o  

y o u ,  if a n y t h i n g ,  a b o u t  t h e  p e r s o n ' s  c o n d i t i o n ?  

M R .  T A B E R :  1 6 3  o v e r  w h a t ?  

MISS KOLIS: 1 2 1 .  

A .  T h i s  i s  w h a t  we  c a l l  s h o r t e n i n g  b e t w e e n  s y s t o l i c  

a n d  d i a s t o l i c .  

Q.  R i g h t .  

A .  T h a t  - -  w e l l ,  t h e  d i a s t o l i c  w o u l d  be  v e r y  e l e v a t e d  

y o u  know.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  - -  I t h i n k  1 2 1  c o u l d  b e  t h e  

w r o n g  t r a n s c r i p t i o n .  The 1 2 1  o n  d i a s t o l i c ,  how was i t  

i m m e d i a t e l y  b e f o r e ,  n o r m a l ,  r i g h t ?  H o w  c a n  i t  g o  f r o m  

n o r m a l  d i a s t o l i c  t o  1 2 1  d i a s t o l i c ,  I t h i n k  maybe a 1 2 1  

i n  t h e  n o t e ,  1 2 1  f o r  t h e  c o p y ,  I d o n ' t  s e e  - -  I d i d n ' t  

s e e  i n  t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s  a n y o n e ' s  d i a s t o l i c  o f  1 2 1 .  

Q.  I f  someone d i d  h a v e  a d i a s t o l i c  o f  1 2 1 ,  w h a t  w o u l d  

i t  i n d i c a t e  p h y s i o l o g i c a l l y  was g o i n g  o n  i n  t h e  b o d y ?  
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M R .  T A B E R :  Can we s e e  t h a t  

a g a i n  s o  w e ' r e  s u r e ?  

M I S S  K O L I S :  S u r e .  

A .  1 2 1 ,  y o u  know t h e  p u l s e  i s  9 0 .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I 

h a v e  a n y  o p i n i o n  a b o u t  t h i s  1 2 1  b e c a u s e  I t h i n k  i t ' s  

w r o n g .  T h e  p u l s e  i s  9 0 ,  t h e  p u l s e  i s  n o t  e v e n  g r o s s l y  

t a c h y c a r d i c .  ~ e f o r e  t h e  1 0 0 ,  8 7  a n d  9 : 0 2  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  

o f  1 2 5  o v e r  8 2 ,  1 0  m i n u t e s  b e f o r e ,  1 6 3  o v e r  1 2 1 ,  I t h i n k  

i t ' s  p r o b a b l y  a m i s t a k e .  Maybe i t ' s  n o t  a m i s t a k e .  

Q. w h a t  w o u l d  l e a d  y o u  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i s  a m i s t a k e ?  

A. B e c a u s e  1 0  m i n u t e s  b e f o r e  i s  n o r m a l .  w i t h  

hemodynamic  f a c t o r s  t h a t  a r e  g o i n g  t o  c a u s e  s u c h  a 

c h a n g e  i n  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e ,  we e x p e c t  t o  h a v e  some c h a n g e s  

i n  p u l s e .  B e f o r e  t h e  p u l s e  was 8 7 ,  t h e n  i s  9 0 .  

Q. R i g h t .  

A .  B u t  a n y w a y ,  i f  t h a t  was t h e  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e ,  

a b n o r m a l  d i a s t o l  i c ,  v e r y  e l e v a t e d .  

Q. w h a t  w o u l d  y o u  c o n s i d e r  an  a b n o r m a l l y  e l e v a t e d  

d i a s t o l i c  p r e s s u r e ?  

M R .  T A B K E R :  F o r  t h e  r e c o r d  I ' m  

g o i n g  t o  o b j e c t .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  he  w a s n ' t  t h e  o n e  t h a t  

t o o k  t h e  r e a d i n g ,  w e ' r e  n o t  s u r e  he  was t h e r e  a t  t h a t  

t i m e .  I t ' s  someone e l s e ' s  n o t e  a n d  s p e c u l a t i v e  a s  t o  

w h a t  y o u  a r e  a s k i n g  h i m .  ~f y o u  c a n  a n s w e r  t h a t .  

A .  No,  h a v e  n o  o p i n i o n .  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 



I 
, ,  

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

13 

14 

1 5  

16 

1 8  

19 

2 0  

2 1  

2 2  

2 3  

2 4  

2 5  

45 

Q. L e t  me a s k  you t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  D o c t o r :  D O  you  t a k e  

b l o o d  p r e s s u r e s  on t h e s e  p a t i e n t s ?  

A .  No. 

Q- You r e l y  upon t h e  b lood  p r e s s u r e s  t h a t  a r e  

r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  c h a r t  b y  t h e  n u r s i n g  s t a f f ?  

A .  Most o f  t h e  t i m e .  

Q. A s  a n e u r o l o g i s t  - -  

A .  I ' m  s o r r y .  

Q. I'm s o r r y ,  I t a k e  t h a t  b a c k .  A S  a n e u r o s u r g e o n  

v a r i a t i o n s  i n  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  can  t e l l  you s o m e t h i n g  

a b o u t  t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  c o n d i t i o n  n e u r o l o g i c a l l y ?  

A .  when we a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  b r a i n ,  h e a d ,  y e s .  

Q. I n  t h a t  c o n t e x t ,  a s suming  t h a t  you were  t h e r e  

s i n c e  y o u  t e s t i f i e d  e a r l i e r  t o d a y  t h a t  you b e l i e v e  t h a t  

y o u  were  t h e r e  a t  11:26, t h i s  p r e s s u r e  t h a t  I ' v e  s h o w n  

you was r e c o r d e d .  

A .  I know I was t h e r e  b e c a u s e  i t ' s  my r e c o r d .  

Q. You t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  y o u  knew you were  t h e r e  a t  

1 1 : 2 6 ,  t h i s  o c c u r r e d  a t  1 2 : 1 5 ,  what  c o u l d  be c a u s i n g  

t h a t  e l e v a t i o n  i n  d i a s t o l i c  p r e s s u r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

A .  They d i d n ' t  c a l l e d  me, I d o n ' t  want  t o  a n s w e r  t h e  

q u e s t i o n .  T h a t ' s  i t ,  1 was n o t  t h e  f i n a l  - -  t h e  b l o o d  

p r e s s u r e ,  I d o n ' t  k n o w  t h e  o t h e r  f a c t o r s .  You have  n o t  

o n l y  t h e  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e ,  y o u  need t o  examine  t h e  

p a t i e n t .  I ' m  t h e  n e u r o s u r g e o n ,  I d o n ' t  want  t o  I .  make a n y  
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a s s u m p t i o n s .  

Q. w h a t  y o u  a r e  i n d i c a t i n g  i s  n o  one  c a l l e d  y o u  t o  

a d v i s e  y o u  o f  t h i s  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  a n d  a s k  y o u r  o p i n i o n  

a b o u t  w h a t  i t  m i g h t  mean? 

A .  T h e y  a r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  c a l l  me ,  I ' m  t h e  

n e u r o s u r g e o n ,  I ' m  o n  c a l l ,  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  j u r y ,  

I ' v e  b e e n  c a l l e d  t h e r e  f o r  h e a d  i n j u r y  i n  t h e  p a t i e n t  

w i t h  t r a u m a ,  I e x a m i n e d  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  

management  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t  i s  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  s u r g e o n .  

why I ' m  g o i n g  t o  make an a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  c a n  b e  

e r r o n e o u s  b e c a u s e  I ' m  t h e  n e u r o s u r g e o n  a b o u t  t h e  b l o o d  

p r e s s u r e ,  when t h i s  i s  n o t  my p r i m a r y  r o l e .  M Y  p r i m a r y  

r o l e  i s  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t  f r o m  t h e  

n e u r o l o g i c a l  s t a n d p o i n t ,  

Q. D i d  y o u  t a l k  w i t h  D r .  M e n i a  i n  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  

d e p a r t m e n t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I know D r .  M e n i a  b u t  I d o n ' t  know 

i f  I t a l k e d  t o  h i m  o r  n o t ,  I h a d  t o  assume t h i s  i s  an  

a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  I h a d  t a l k e d  t o  h i m  b e c a u s e  I came t o  

t h e  h o s p i t a l  t o  t h e  emergency  room,  I w e n t  t o  t h e  I C U ,  

he  h a s  t o  b e  a r o u n d .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. So t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h a r i n g  t h a t  you  w e r e  d o i n g  was 

p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  D r .  T e l e s z ,  i s  t h a t  w h a t  I ' m  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  y o u ?  

A .  The e m e r g e n c y  room w o u l d  c a l l  me i n  t h i s  c a s e  o r  
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i n  o t h e r  c a s e s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  r e q u e s t  b y  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  

p h y s i c i a n ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e  D r .  T e l e s z ,  many,  many t i m e s  we 

e x c h a n g e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  M o s t  e v e r y  t i m e  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  may 

c a l l  m e ,  s a i d  t h e  emergency  room o r  e m e r g e n c y  d e p a r t m e n t  

p h y s i c i a n  w a n t s  t o  t a l k  t o  y o u .  D r .  M e n i a  may c a l l  m e ,  

may t a l k  t o  me. I d o n ' t  h a v e  a n y  r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

Q. Y O U  d o n ' t  h a v e  a r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s p e a k i n g  w i t h  

M r .  M e n i a ?  

A .  No.  Maybe he d i d ,  I d o n ' t  remember .  

Q. B a c k  t o  w h e r e  we  w e r e .  A f t e r  y o u  f u l l y  a g r e e d  

w i t h  D r .  T e l e s z '  o r d e r  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  y o u  t h e n  

h a v e  i n  y o u r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  n o t e  a r e c i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

l a b o r a t o r y  d a t a ,  i f  y o u  c o u l d  l o o k  a t  t h a t  p a r t  o f  y o u r  

r e p o r t  

A .  Ye-s . 

Q. P a t i e n t ' s  C K  i s  e l e v a t e d  t o  3 4 4 ;  do  y o u  s e e  t h a t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. D i d  y o u  f r o m  a n e u r o l o g i c a l  s t a n d p o i n t  h a v e  a n y  

c o n c e r n  a b o u t  a n  e l e v a t e d  CK? 

A .  N o t  n e u r o l o g i c a l .  M o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e  s o f t  t i s s u e  

i n j u r y  i t  i n d i c a t e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  m u s c l e  i n j u r y .  

Q. I n  a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  h e a r t ?  

A .  T h e y  c a n  make d i f f e r e n t i a l  d i a g n o s i s  b y  c h e c k i n g  

d i f f e r e n t  s e g m e n t s ,  y o u  know.  c o u l d  be  a n y  m u s c l e .  Now 

t h e y  d i s t i n g u i s h ,  t h e y  c a n  d i s t i n g u i s h  now v e r y  w e l l  i f  
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i t ' s  h e a r t  m u s c l e  o r  o t h e r  m u S c l e ,  I d o n ' t  know t h e  

d e t a i l s ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p r o t e i n s  t h a t  a r e  t h e  c o m p o n e n t s  

o f  t h e  m u s c l e s .  The  p r o t e i n s  i n  t h e  h e a r t  h a s  some 

p e c u l i a r  c h e m i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i  s t i  c s  t h a t  i n d i  c a t e  f r o m  t h e  

p e r i p h e r a l  m u s c l e s ,  t h e  b i c e p s  o r  t h e  q u a d r i c e p s .  

I f  y o u  a r e  i n  a c r a s h  o r  b u i l d i n g  

c o l l a p s e  i n j u r y ,  t h e  f e m u r  i s  b r o k e n ,  t h e  m u s c l e s  o n  t h e  

f e m u r  a r e  g o i n g  t o  be  c o n t u s e d ,  t h e y  i n c r e a s e  C K .  A l s o  

a s  y o u  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  same p a t i e n t  h a s  a l s o  a c o n t u s i o n  

o n  t h e  h e a r t ,  h e ' s  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  a c h e m i c a l  e l e v a t i o n .  

T h e y  c a n  be  a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  l a b  b e t w e e n  o n e  and  t h e  

o t h e r .  C K  was e l e v a t e d .  

Q .  D i d  t h a t  c o n c e r n  y o u  enough y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  

d i s c u s s e d  t h a t  w i t h  D r .  T e l e s z ?  

A .  N O ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o  b e c a u s e  he  knew a l r e a d y  

a n y w a y ,  he  was t h e r e ,  i t  was e l e v a t e d .  

Q .  c l o s e  t o  t h e  end  o f  t h a t  p a r a g r a p h  y o u  a r e  g o i n g  

t h r o u g h  t h e  w h i t e  b l o o d  c o u n t  2 4 , 0 0 0 ,  r e d  c o u n t  3 . 1 8 ,  

h e m o g l o b i n ,  97  g ram p e r c e n t ,  h e m a t o c r i t ,  2 7 . 9  p e r c e n t .  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. T h e n  y o u  i n d i c a t e  t h i s  w i l l  n e e d  t o  b e  o b s e r v e d  

b e c a u s e  f u r t h e r  d o p p l e r  i n  r e d  c e l l s  a n d  h e m a t o c r i t  a r e  

t o  be  e x p e c t e d .  IS t h e  w o r d  d o p p l e r  i n c o r r e c t  i n  t h e  

t r a n s c r i p t i o n ?  

A .  I d i d n ' t  c o r r e c t  i t ,  i t  was w r o n g .  
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Q. what  w o r d  w o u l d  y o u  o r  d i d  y o u  w a n t  t o  u s e ?  

A .  D r o p .  

Q. T h a t ' s  w h a t  I t h o u g h t  i t  was .  

why w e r e  y o u  e x p e c t i n g  a f u r t h e r  d r o p  i n  

r e d  c e l l s  a n d  h e m a t o c r i t ?  

A .  I s a y  c o u l d  b e ,  c o u l d  be  e x p e c t e d .  I d o n ' t  know 

t h e y  a r e  a b l e  t o ,  we s h o u l d  w a t c h .  I f  c o n t i n u e s  

d r o p p i n g  we h a v e  t o  be  o n  t h e  a l e r t  f o r  s o m e t h i n g ,  c o u l d  

be  i n t e r n a l  b l  e e d i  n g ,  

Q. From t h e  n e u r o l o g i c a l  s t a n d p o i n t  w e r e  y o u  w a n t i n g  

t h i s  t o  b e  w a t c h e d ,  t h e  d r o p s  i n  t h e  n u m b e r s ?  

A .  From a g e n e r a l  s u r g i c a l  s t a n d p o i n t .  

Q.  Were y o u  m a k i n g  g e n e r a l  s u r g i c a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  i n  

t h i s  p o r t i o n ?  

A .  R e g a r d i n g  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  h e m o g l o b i n  

c o n t i n u e s  d r o p p i n g  w e  know t h e r e  i s  i n t e r n a l  b l e e d i n g ,  

c o u l d  b e  l i v e r ,  c o u l d  be h e a r t  i n  t h i s  p a t i e n t ,  c o u l d  be  

k i d n e y s ,  u s u a l l y  t h e  l i v e r  o r  s p l e e n ,  o r  maybe a b i g  

2 3  

2 4  

2 5  

Q. I n  a n y  e v e n t ,  l e t  me go b a c k  s o  I ' m  n o t  c o n f u s e d ,  

we c o r r e c t e d  t h e  w o r d  d r o p ,  I r e a d  you  s a i d  r e d  c e l l s  

a n d  h e m a t o c r i t  a r e  t o  be e x p e c t e d ;  w e r e  you  e x p e c t i n g  
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I d o n ' t  know why i t ' s  t o  be  e x p e c t e d  t h e r e ,  I 

From y o u r  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  a s  t h e  n e u r o s u r g e o n  who 

T h e r e  was a p o s s i b i l i t y  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e r e  was a n  

Y e s ,  y o u  p h r a s e  c o r r e c t l y .  T h i s  p a t i e n t  l i k e  a n y  

Can y o u  p a l p a t e  a s p l e e n ?  

I n  t h i s  p a t i e n t  t h e  abdomen was s o f t .  

T h e r e  w a s n ' t  i n c r e a s e  i n  s i z e  o f  t h e  s p l e e n ?  

I d o n ' t  mean she h a s  a l e s i o n  on  t h e  s p l e e n .  I 
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Q. 

y o u  e x c l u d e d  s h e  was h a v i n g  b l e e d i n g  f r o m  h e r  s p l e e n ,  

By t h e  t i m e  t h a t  y o u  f i n i s h e d  y o u r  d i c t a t i o n  h a d  

h e r  k i d n e y s ?  

M R .  T A B E R :  1'11 o b j e c t  t o  t h e  

I t h i n k  y o u  p o i n t  h e ' s  a d o c t o r  e x a m i n i n g  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  

a r e  r e a l l y  g e t t i n g  i n t o  g e n e r a l  s u r g i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  t o  

h im.  H e ' s  n o t  g o i n g  t o  i g n o r e  s o m e t h i n g .  

Q. O b v i o u s l y ,  D o c t o r ,  y o u  t o o k  e n o u g h  t i m e  w i t h  t h i s  

p a t i e n t  t o  e x a m i n e  t h e  p a t i e n t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma'am. 

Q. T o  i n c l  u d e  i n  y o u r  c o n s u l t  r e p o r t  some 

o b s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e s e  l o w e r e d  h e m a t o c r i t  n u m b e r s ;  am 

1 s t a t i n g  t h a t  f a i r l y ?  

A.  Y e s .  A l s o  i n  m a k i n g  d i a g n o s i s  number  f o u r  I p o i n t  

w i t h  a r r o w s ,  a n e m i a  l i k e l y  s e c o n d a r y  t o  b l o o d  l o s s ,  t h i s  

i s  t o  b e  f o l l o w e d .  

Q. T h a t  was t h e  n e x t  q u e s t i o n  1 was g o i n g  t o  a s k  y o u .  

D i d  y o u  h a v e  an  o p i n i o n  a s  t o  i f  t h e r e  

was a b l e e d ?  

A .  A t  t h e  t i m e ?  

Q. um-hum. 

A.  Has t o  b e  f o l l o w e d ,  i t ' s  n o t  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e ,  may 

n e e d  f o u r ,  f i v e ,  s i x  more  h o u r s  i n  e v e r y  p a t i e n t ,  t h i s  

woman t o o .  

I Q. You c o m m u n i c a t e d  t h a t  t o  D r .  T e l e s z ?  
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A .  I t o l d  y o u  I t a l k e d  t o  h i m  p e r s o n a l l y ,  n o t  o n  t h e  

p h o n e ,  I t a l k e d  t o  h i m  p e r s o n a l l y .  I t h i n k  I saw h i m  

t w o  o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  o n  t h a t  d a y  i n  ICU, I b e l i e v e  i n  

x - r a y ,  ~ ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q. I s  i t  y o u r  t e s t i m o n y ,  s o  I d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  b e a t  a 

d e a d  h o r s e ,  t h a t  e v e r y  a d m i t t i n g  d i a g n o s i s  w h i c h  y o u  

l i s t ,  o n e ,  t w o ,  t h r e e  and  f o u r ,  y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  D r .  T e l e s z ?  

A .  Y e s .  Number one  v e r b a l l y  a n d  number  t w o  b e c a u s e  

he i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  r e a d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n .  He  i s  

s u p p o s e d  t o  know.  

Q. c a n  we b o t h  a g r e e  he  c o u l d n ' t  h a v e  r e a d  a 

t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o n  t h a t  day?  

A .  I t a l k e d  t o  h i m .  T h e r e  i s  n o  q u e s t i o n  my 

r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  v e r y  good  a b o u t  t a l k i n g  t o  h im .  I'm a 

l i t t l e  m o r e  c o n f u s e d  i f  I t a l k e d  t o  K r a l i k  o r  T a w i l .  

Q. y o u ' r e  1 0 0  p e r c e n t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  y o u  d i s c u s s e d  a l l  

t h e s e  t h i n g s  w i t h  D r .  T e l e s z ,  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  i s s u e  y o u ' r e  

n o t  c e r t a i n  - -  l e t  me b a c k  t h a t  u p .  

I f  y o u  t a l k e d  w i t h  D r .  T a w i l  o r  

D r .  K r a l i k ,  w h i c h  o f  t h e  f o u r  a d m i t t i n g  d i a g n o s e s  t h a t  

y o u  r e c o r d e d  w o u l d  y o u  h a v e  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  t h e m  b e c a u s e  

t h e y  w e r e  c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  s u r g e o n s ?  

A .  I r e c a l l  t h a t  I d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  a t h o r a c i c  s u r g e o n ,  

I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i t  was T a w i l  o r  T e l e s z ,  a b o u t  t h e  f r e e  
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a i r  i n  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m .  A c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  s u r g e o n  t o l d  

me we a r e  g o i n g  to do a b r o n c h o s c o p y .  It's t h e  g r o u p  o f  

t h r e e  who does  t h e  b r o n c h o s c o p y ,  I d o n ' t  know .  

Then  I am p r e t t y  s u r e ,  1 0 0  p e r c e n t  s u r e  

I m e n t i o n e d  t h e  f r e e  a i r  i n  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m ,  I d o n ' t  

r e c a l l  e x a c t l y ,  I t h i n k  I was t a l k i n g  t o  K r a l i k ,  maybe 

was T a w i l .  w i t h  T e l e s z  p e r s o n a l l y  I r e c a l l  v e r y  w e l l .  

I t a l k e d  t o  h i m  t w o  o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  a b o u t  t h i s  p a t i e n t  

t h e  same d a y .  

Q. w o u l d  y o u  have  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  w h i c h e v e r  

c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  s u r g e o n  who was t h e r e  y o u r  c o n c e r n  t h a t  

t h e r e  was - -  and M e n i a  p e r h a p s  - -  s e c o n d a r y  t o  t h e  b l o o d  

l o s s  t h a t  needed  t o  be f o l l o w e d ?  

M R .  T A B E R :  S O  w e ' r e  c l e a r ,  y o u  

k i n d  o f  c a n  be i n t e r p r e t t e d  t w o  ways .  You a r e  a s k i n g  

h i m  o n e ,  i f  he remembers  a s p e c i f i c  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  a 

s p e c i f i c  p e r s o n  a b o u t  a s p e c i f i c  f i n d i n g .  s e c o n d l y ,  

b e c a u s e  I t h i n k  h e ' s  a n s w e r i n g  y o u r  q u e s t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  he 

s p o k e  w i t h  t h e s e  p e o p l e  a t  a l l .  I know y o u r  q u e s t i o n  

was p r e t t y  g o o d ,  i f  y o u  c o u l d  make i t  c l e a r e r  I 

a p p r e c i a t e  i t .  

Q. L e t  me c o n c e d e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  I 

a c c e p t  t h a t  y o u  a r e  t e s t i f y  t h a t  you  s p o k e  w i t h  someone 

i n  t h e  c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  g r o u p ,  we d o n ' t  know w h i c h  one?  

A .  Y e s .  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 



1 

2 

3 

4 

8 

9 

10 

11 

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

18 

19 

20 

2 1  

2 2  

2 3  

2 4  

2 5  

54 

Q. when I a s k e d  y o u  w h a t  y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  com 'mun ica ted  

t o  t h e m  o u t  o f  t h e  a d m i t t i n g  d i a g n o s i s ,  y o u  a r e  c e r t a i n  

y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  c o m m u n i c a t e d  y o u r  c o n c e r n  t h e r e  m i g h t  b e  

f r e e  a i r  i n  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m ?  

A .  um-hum. 

Q. R i g h t ?  

A .  Yes .  

Q. Do y o u  b e l i e v e  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  

o r  d i d  y o u  a l s o  d i s c u s s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  y o u  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  

b l o o d  l o s s  s h o u l d  be  f o l l o w e d ,  t h e  f a l l i n g  h e m a t o c r i t  

s h o u l d  be f o l l o w e d  w i t h  t h e  c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  s u r g e o n ?  

A .  P r o b a b l y  I t o l d  t h e m  i n  a g e n e r a l  way ,  y e s .  I 

know v e r y  w e l l  I m e n t i o n e d  a b o u t  t h e  f r e e  a i r .  p r o b a b l y  

I m e n t i o n e d  t h e  a n e m i a  t o o .  

Q. IS i t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  w i t h  a m e d i a s t i n a l  i n j u r y  

w o u l d  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  a w a r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  - -  l e t  me r e a s k  

t h e  q u e s t i o n .  

w o u l d  y o u  h a v e  been  a w a r e  t h a t  a n  

i n j u r y ,  m e d i a s t i n a l  i n j u r y  c o u l d  be a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  t h e  

b l o o d  l o s s  t h a t  shows up i n  t h e  h e m a t o c r i t ?  

A .  w e ' r e  n o t  a w a r e  o f  any  m e d i a s t i n a l  i n j u r y  a t  t h a t  

t i m e .  The i n j u r y  s h e  h a d  i n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  we  know s h e  

h a d ,  I w a s n ' t  a w a r e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q. I d i d n ' t  a s k  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  v e r y  w e l l .  I w a s n ' t  

a s k i n g  i f  y o u  w e r e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  p r e c i s e  i n j u r y .  
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I n  y o u r  l i s t  o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  c o u l d  

p o s s i b l y  b e  c a u s i n g  a d r o p  i n  h e m a t o c r i t  d u e  t o  b l o o d  

l o s s  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  c h e s t  i n j u r y  she  s u s t a i n e d  a n d  t h e  

m e d i a s t i n a l  f r e e  a i r  t h a t  y o u  b e l i e v e d  y o u  saw,  d i d  y o u  

c o n s i d e r  a p o s s i b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  b l o o d  l o s s  was a 

m e d i a s t i n a l  i n j u r y ?  

A .  A v e r y  r e m o t e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  r a r e ,  

s h o u l d  be  k e p t  i n  m i n d .  

Q. L e t ' s  g o  b a c k  t o  t h e  n o t e s  y o u  t o o k .  We l e f t  

t h o s e  a w h i l e  g o ,  t h e  n o t e s  y o u  t o o k ,  t h e s e .  We w e r e  

g o i n g  b a c k  t h r o u g h  n o t e s  t h a t  y o u  had  t a k e n  o u t  o f  t h e  

c h a r t .  

n o  o t h e r  n o t e s  f r o m  y o u  t h a t  e v e n i n g  i n  t h e  c h a r t ;  w o u l d  

y o u  a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t ?  

A .  T h e r e  i s  n o  - -  

Q. The  e v e n i n g  o f  t h e  2 3 r d ?  

A.  The c h a r t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  y o u ,  T h e s e  w e r e  t h e  

r e c o r d s  f r o m  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

Q. w e r e  y o u  f o r  a n y  r e a s o n  c o n t a c t e d  b y  any  

p h y s i c i a n s  o r  n u r s e s  f r o m  t h e  t i m e  y o u  l e f t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  

o n  t h e  2 3 r d  b u t  b e f o r e  6 : O O  o r  7 : O O  a .m.  o n  t h e  2 4 t h  

r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  p a t i e n t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  

Q. I f  y o u  h a d  r e c e i v e d  a t e l e p h o n e  c o n t a c t  r e g a r d i n g  
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t h i s  p a t i e n t ,  would t h a t  be r e f l e c t e d  i n  y o u r  o f f i c e  

c h a r t  o r  some p l a c e  e l s e ?  

A .  No, i t  would be r e f l e c t e d  o n  t h e  m e d i c a l  r e c o r d s ,  

t h i s .  

Q. Those  m e d i c a l  r e c o r d s  you would have  come w h a t e v e r  

t i m e  y o u  came i n t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  l a t e r ,  you would have  

r e f l e c t e d  t h a t  you were  c o n t a c t e d ?  

A .  Y e s .  Not i n  my o f f i c e .  My o f f i c e  i s  a s k e l e t o n  

c h a r t .  I f  I came h e r e  f o r  any r e a s o n ,  i t  s h o u l d  be 

r e c o r d e d  on t h e  c h a r t .  

Q. Going back  t o  t h e  n o t e s  t h a t  you t o o k ,  i n  t h e  

c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  t o p  where  we l a s t  l e f t  o f f  

r e a d i n g ,  you went  t h r o u g h  t h e  E M S  run r e p o r t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. Y O U  made n o t e  o f  t h e  B P  b e i n g  9 0 ;  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  Yes. Then t h e  p a t i e n t  was d i a p h o r e t i c ,  t h a t  means 

p e r s p i r a t i o n  p r o f u s e l y ,  c y a n o t i c ,  means l a c k  o f  o x y g e n ,  

t h e  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  d ropped  t o  6 0 .  The p u l s e  was v e r y  

f a s t ,  1 3 0 .  A t  t h e  s c e n e  t h e  p a r a m e d i c s  n o t i c e d  

s u b c u t a n e o u s  emphyzema on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  o f  t h e  c h e s t ,  

abdomen was s o f t .  The b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  was 90  a t  1 0 : 4 2 .  

A t  1 1 : 1 3 ,  a l m o s t  30 m i n u t e s  l a t e r  t h e y  

a r e  s t i l l  on t h e  s c e n e ,  t h e  b lood  p r e s s u r e  i s  60  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  my n o t e s  a s  you have  t h e r e .  

Q. Those  you t o o k  o f f  t h e  E M S  r e p o r t  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  
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h o s p i t a l  c h a r t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. R i g h t  n e x t  t o  i t  y o u  h a v e  t h e  HG 9 ,  y o u  s e e  t h a t ?  

A .  H e m o g l o b i n  was 9 .  The w h i t e  c o u n t  was 2 2 , 0 0 0 .  

Q. I s  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  y o u  r e v i e w e d  f o r  y o u r s e l f  a t  

t h e  t i m e  y o u  e x a m i n e d  h e r  on  t h e  2 3 r d ?  

A .  T h i s  p a p e r  i s  w h a t  I d i d  l a s t  n i g h t ,  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  

c h a r t .  

Q. I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t .  w h a t  I ' m  s a y i n g  i s  t h e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  y o u  r e a d  t o  me, t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  was 

a v a i l a b l e  t o  y o u  i n  t h e  emergency  d e p a r t m e n t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. w h e r e  y o u  f i r s t  saw h e r ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Yes 

Q. The l i t t l e  n o t e s  u n d e r n e a t h  s a y s  C s p i n e  a n d  

p e l v i s ?  

A .  I t  means n o r m a l .  

I Q. p e r ?  

A .  P e r  r a d i o l o g i s t .  

T h a t  i s  t h e  w o r d  c h e s t ,  y o u  c r o s s e d  t h a t  o u t  u n d e r  I Q- 

I Q. 

C s p i n e ?  

A .  C s p i n e  a n d  p e l v i s .  

C s p i n e  a n d  p e l v i s .  

A .  c h e s t  was i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i n e .  when I was 

w r i t i n g  t h e  c s p i n e ,  c h e s t ,  p e l v i s  n o r m a l ,  I r e a l i z e d  
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t h e  c h e s t  was a b n o r m a l ,  I c r o s s e d  c h e s t  o u t ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  

u n d e r n e a t h  I w r o t e  c h e s t  r i g h t  p n e u m o t h o r a x ,  r i b  

f r a c t u r e s  s e v e r a l .  T h a t  i s  why I c r o s s e d  c h e s t  o u t  

t h e r e ,  i t  was n o t  n o r m a l .  

Q. c h e s t  t u b e  p l a c e m e n t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. T h a t  i s  b e c a u s e  c h e s t  t u b e s  h a d  b e e n  p l a c e d  p r i o r  

t o  t h e  t i m e  y o u  a r r i v e d  o r  a f t e r  y o u  a r r i v e d ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know,  I h a v e  t o  r e v i e w .  Two c h e s t  t u b e s  

i n s e r t e d  w e r e  p r o p e r ' l y  d r a i n i n g .  T h e y  w e r e  i n s e r t e d  

b e f o r e  I a r r i v e d .  

Q. I t h i n k  y o u  m e n t i o n e d  some t i m e  much e a r l i e r  t h a t  

t h o s e  t u b e s  w e r e  d r a i n i n g  v e r y  l i t t l e  b l o o d ?  

A .  z e r o  b l o o d ,  y e s .  

Q. T h e n  n e x t  r e v i e w  C T  h e a d  o k a y ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. T h a t ' s  y o u r  a s s e s s m e n t  o r  i s  t h a t  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  

o f  w h a t  t h e  r a d i o l o g i s t  s a i d  o n  t h e  s c a n ?  

A .  T h a t  i s  my a s s e s s m e n t .  I b e l i e v e  I w r i t e  p e r  

r a d i o l o g i s t  C T  o f  h e a d  o k a y .  C T  o f  c h e s t  n o  a i  r ,  

p n e u m o t h o r a x , '  P N D  d o n e ,  p n e u m o t h o r a x .  C T  o f  c h e s t  P N .  

I Q. I see  t h a t .  

A .  P n e u m o t h o r a x ,  m e d i a s t i  n a l  a i  r .  

Q. I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  one y o u  d i d n ' t  w r i t e  p e r  

r a d i o l o g y ,  Someone i s  g o i n g  t o  a s k  y o u ,  d i d  y o u  l o o k  a t  
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t h e  c h e s t  CT? 

A .  I p r o b a b l y  l o o k e d  a t  i t ,  I p r o b a b l y  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  

C T ,  p r o b a b l y .  

M R .  T A B E R :  When a r e  y o u  t a l k i n g  

a b o u t ?  s h e  a s k e d  y o u  t h a t  e a r l i e r  a b o u t  t h e  c h e s t .  

A .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I l o o k e d .  Maybe o n  t h e  s c r e e n  

when I w e n t .  M o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e  we h a v e  t o  g o  t o  

r a d i o l o g y  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  f i l m s .  ~f we d o n ' t  g o  t o  

r a d i o l o g y ,  t h e  f i l m s  d o n ' t  come t o  u s .  

Q. L e t  me go b a c k ,  y o u  a r e  now s a y i n g  y o u  p r o b a b l y  

l o o k e d  a t  t h e  c h e s t  CT on  t h e  2 3 r d ?  

A .  I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  a v o i d  a n s w e r i n g  y o u r  q u e s t i o n ,  I 

d o n ' t  remember .  I w a n t  you  t o  b e l i e v e  me, I d o n ' t  

remember .  I assume we  have  a l l  t h e  f i l m s  t h e r e .  Out o f  

c u r i o s i t y  I may l o o k  a t  t h a t .  

Q. L e t  me a s k  a d i f f e r e n t  q u e s t i o n .  B a s e d  o n  y o u r  

t r a i n i n g ,  e x p e r i e n c e  as a n e u r o s u r g e o n ,  t h e  f u n c t i o n  y o u  

p e r f o r m  a t  t h i s  h o s p i t a l ,  b e i n g  c a l l e d  i n  i n  e m e r g e n c y  

t r a u m a  s i t u a t i o n s  a n d  r u n n i n g  y o u r  own p r a c t i c e ,  a r e  y o u  

c a p a b l e  o f  r e a d i n g  a n d  i n t e r p r e t i n g  c h e s t  C T ' s ?  

A .  No. C h e s t  C T ' S  a r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  be  r e a d  b y  t h e  

r a d i o l o g i s t ,  b y  t h o r a c i c  s u r g e o n s .  I d o n ' t  know e v e n  b y  

t h e  g e n e r a l  s u r g e o n s ,  p r o b a b l y  n o t ,  

Q. I f  y o u  a r e n ' t  c a p a b l e  o f  r e a d i n g  t h e m ,  I know t h i s  

i s  g o i n g  t o  s o u n d  c r a z y ,  why w o u l d  y o u  l o o k  a t  t h e m ?  
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A. why w o u l d  I l o o k  a t  them? 

M R .  T A B E R :  He d i d n ' t  s a y  he  

l o o k e d  a t  t hem.  A r e  y o u  a s k i n g  h i m  t o  s p e c u l a t e ?  

M I S S  K O L I S :  H e  i s  s a y i n g  he 

p r o b a b l y  d i d ,  u n l e s s  1 m i s s t a t e d  t h a t  t e s t i m o n y .  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  H e  a l s o  s a i d  o u t  o f  

c u r i o s i t y  he may h a v e  l o o k e d  a t  t h e m .  Y O U  a r e  g o i n g  on  
I 

a s s u m i n g  i n  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  he d i d  l o o k  a t  t h e m .  8 l  
9 A.  To c l a r i f y ,  i t ' s  n o t  my o b l i g a t i o n  t o  r e a d  a n y  

c h e s t  x - r a y .  ~ t ' s  n o t  my o b l i g a t i o n  t o  i n t e r p r e t  a n y  

c h e s t  x - r a y .  ~ t ' s  n o t  my o b l i g a t i o n  t o  r e a d  C T  o f  t h e  

c h e s t ,  n o t  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  i n t e r p r e t  a n y  C T  o f  t h e  

c h e s t .  N o t  h e r e ,  n o t  i n  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  n o t  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  

D . C .  n o t  i n  A r k a n s a s .  I say  A r k a n s a s  b e c a u s e  C l i n t o n  i s  

f r o m  A r k a n s a s .  

1 0  

11 

1 2  

13 

14 

1 5  
I 

16 Q. M r .  Emershaw w a n t e d  t o  know if t h a t  i n c l u d e s  

s p a i  n? 

A. I n c l  u d e s  s p a i  n .  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  I n c l u d e s  c a n t o n .  

Q. So t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no  m i s t a k e  a b o u t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  

t h a t  I was a s k i n g  y o u ,  ~ o c t o r  - -  

A .  I d o n ' t  know i f  I l o o k e d  a t  t h e  C T  o f  t h e  c h e s t .  

Can I t e l l  y o u  f o r  s u r e  I d i d n ' t  r e a d ,  b e c a u s e  I ' m  n o t  

q u a l i f i e d  t o  r e a d  t h a t ,  i t ' s  c o m p l i c a t e d .  ~f i n  t h e  

r e a l m  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m  I t h i n k  1 c a n  r e a d .  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 

18 

1 9  

2 0  

2 1  

2 2  

2 3  

2 4  

2 5  



4 

5 

2 2  

2 3  

24 

6 

7 

8 

9 
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T h e n  9 - 2 5 ,  1 1 : 2 6  - -  n o  e x c u s e  me. 

9 - 2 3 ,  9 - 2 5 .  9- 25  a n d  9- 2 7  a r e  d a t e s  t h a t  I s t o p p e d  b y  

t o  s e e  t h e  p a t i e n t .  ~ o n s u l t  s o s  a n d  1 1 : 2 6  i s  t h e  t i m e  

11 

2 5  

1 3  

t h a t  I b e l i e v e  I was t h e r e .  Then  i n  p a r e n t h e s i s  16:25 D 
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Q. You s a i d  y o u  c a n  r e a d  h e a d  c T ' s ,  y o u  f e e l  y o u  do  

t h a t  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  r a d i o l o g i s t s ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. You h a v e  i n t u b a t e d  b y  M e n i a ?  

A .  Y e s ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  emergency  room p h y s i c i a n .  o n  t h e  

r i g h t  I p u t  some o f  t h e  p r o d u c t s ,  one  o f  t h e m  h e  u s e d ,  

t h e  N o r c u r o n  9 m i l l i g r a m s  I . v . ,  t h a t  p r o d u c e d  s e d a t i o n  

a n d  p a r a l y s i s .  T h e n  I w r o t e  u n d e r  t h a t  T e l e s z  i n ,  Sos  

i n ,  T a w i l  i n .  T h a t  means t h e y  a r e  a l l  t h e r e ,  

c h r o n o l o g i c a l  a p p e a r a n c e  b y  t h e  p h y s i c i a n s  i n  t h e  

e m e r g e n c y  room i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  I w i l l  s a y  i n  t h e  

h o s p i t a l  t o  see  t h i s  p a t i e n t .  The f i r s t  was T e l e s z  - -  

t h e  f i r s t  was M e n i a ,  t h e n  T e l e s r ,  t h e n  S O ~  a n d  T a w i l .  

Q. u n d e r n e a t h  o f  t h a t  y o u  t h e n  h a v e  some d a t e s ,  y o u  

s e e  them? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q. Can y o u  r e a d  w h a t  n o t e s  y o u  w r o t e  down f o r  me? 

A .  I s a y  9 - 2 3- 1 9 9 7  c o n s u l t  S O S ,  I h a d  a b l o o d  

p r e s s u r e  h e r e  t h a t  we  d i s c u s s e d  b e f o r e ,  1 6 3  o v e r  9 0 .  

The  p u l s e  i s  9 0 .  3 : 2 ,  u n d e r n e a t h  RL means r i g h t  p u p i l  

i s  3 m i l l i m e t e r s ,  l e f t  p u p i l  was 2 m i l l i m e t e r s .  

I .I 
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means d i c t a t i o n ,  i s  t h e  t i m e  I d i c t a t e d .  T h e n  a t  t h e  

e x t r e m e  r i g h t  i s  1 0 - 3 0 - 9 7  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c a l l e d  me o n  

c o n s u l t  a s e c o n d  t i m e ,  I make a d r a w i n g  o n  t h e  c h a r t  

w i t h  a l e v e l  o f  i n j u r y  a n d  I s a y  TH5 l e v e l ,  was t h e  

l e v e l  o f  t r a n s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s p i n a l  c o r d ,  was t h o r a c i c  

f i f t h .  I h a v e  a d r a w i n g  on  t h e  c h a r t  o n  t h e  p r o g r e s s  

n o t e s ,  t h e n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  a t  t h i s  t i m e  I w r o t e  b y  h a n d .  

Q. u n d e r n e a t h  t h e  d a t e s  y o u  p u t  9 - 2 3 ,  9 - 2 5 ,  9 - 2 7 ,  

t h o s e  a r e  t h r e e  t i m e s  y o u  saw t h e  p a t i e n t ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. u n d e r n e a t h  t h a t  c a n  y o u  t e l l  me w h a t  y o u  h a v e  

w r i t t e n ?  

A .  I s a y  - -  o n  t h e  l e f t ?  

Q. O R ?  

A .  O p e r a t i n g  room,  9 - 2 4 - 9 7 .  A f t e r  d r o p  i n  b l o o d  

p r e s s u r e  I u n d e r l i n e d  she g o t  a n g i o g r a m ,  s u r g e r y ,  r e p a i r  

o f  t r a n s e c t e d  a o r t a ,  c o d e d .  s h e  a r r e s t e d  I t h i n k  t w o  o r  

t h r e e  t i m e s  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  room. s h e  was g i v e n  

D e p o - M e d r o l ,  t h a t  p r o b a b l y  a s  y o u  know i s  a c o r t i c a l  

s t e r o i d  u s e d  t o  p r e v e n t  d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  i n j u r y  

t o  t h e  s p i n a l  c o r d .  

Q. when y o u  a r e  m a k i n g  t h e  n o t e  o f  D e p o - M e d r o l  a r e  

y o u  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  t h a t  t h e r a p y  

s u b s e q u e n t  t o  s u r g e r y ,  o r  a r e  y o u  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  was 

u s e d  d u r i n g  s u r g e r y ?  
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i t ,  I t h i n k  I may b e  w r o n g ,  I t h i n k  t h e y  s t a r t e d  

s u r g e r y .  s t i l l  i t  c a n  be s t a r t e d  r e a l l y  u p  t o  9 o r  1 0  

h o u r s  a f t e r  t h e  i n j u r y .  s t i l l  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  i s  

s i  g n i  f i c a n t  . 

As y o u  w e r e  r e a d i n g ,  y o u  s a i d  t h a t  y o u  h a d  

u n d e r l i n e d  a f t e r  d r o p  i n  B P ,  why d i d  y o u  u n d e r l i n e  i t ?  

The O R  9 - 2 4 - 9 7 ?  

A f t e r  t h e r e  i s  O R ,  d r o p  i n  B P ,  I u n d e r l i n e  w i t h  

t w o .  

Q. I know t h a t .  ~ ' m  a s k i n g  i f  t h e r e  i s  a r e a s o n  y o u  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  u n d e r l i n e d  " a f t e r  d r o p  i n  B P " ?  

A .  s h e  d r o p p e d  h e r  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e ,  s h e  became s h o c k y  

I assume.  D r o p  p r e s s u r e ,  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  d r o p ,  s h e  w i l l  

be  s h o c k y ,  d r o p  i n  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e ,  t h e y  d i d  a n g i o g r a m ,  

t h a t  i s  when t h e y  f o u n d  a t e a r  i n  t h e  a o r t a .  

Q. . 9 - 2 5  s a y s  I t h i n k  D r .  ~ o s e n b e r g ?  

A .  C o r r e c t .  

Q. N e u r o l o g y .  R i g h t  u n d e r  s a y s  w h a t ?  

A .  F l a d e n ,  F - 1 - a - d - e - n .  D r .  F l a d e n  i s  a n  

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t .  
I 

Q. L e t ' s  t a l k  a b o u t  9 - 2 5  f o r  a m i n u t e .  You w e r e  i n  

t o  s e e  t h e  p a t i e n t  on  9 - 2 5  a c c o r d i n g  t o  y o u r  n o t e s  a n d  

c h a r t  n o t e s  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  I g u e s s ?  
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A .  I t h i n k  I saw h e r  t w i c e  o n  9 - 2 5 ,  I may be w r o n g .  

9 - 2 5  t w o  n o t e s ,  one  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  p a g e ,  t h e  o t h e r  o n  

t h e  b o t t o m ,  1 saw h e r  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  I d o n ' t  know t h e  

t i m e ,  I d i d n ' t  w r i t e  t h e  t i m e .  I saw h e r  a g a i n  t h e  same 

d a y ,  D r .  T e l e s z ,  t w o  o t h e r  d o c t o r s  saw h e r  a f t e r  me. 

9 - 2 5  one  I c a n ' t  r e a d  t h e  h a n d w r i t i n g ,  v e r y  s h o r t  n o t e .  

T h e n  D r .  T e l e s z  w i t h  a f i n e  l i n e ,  s i x  l i n e  n o t e .  T h e n  

t h e  f i v e  l i n e .  9 - 2 5 ,  7 : 4 5  I saw t h e  p a t i e n t  a g a i n .  

Q. T h a t  i s  w h a t  I w a n t  t o  t a l k  t o  y o u  a b o u t .  

D r .  R o s e n b e r g  i s  a n e u r o l o g i s t  y o u  i n d i c a t e ;  i s  t h a t  

c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. D i d  y o u  a s k  R o s e n b e r g  t o  s e e  t h e  p a t i e n t ?  

A .  No ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  p r o b a b l y  was D r .  T e l e s z .  

Q. A t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  D r .  ~ o s e n b e r g  came i n  t o  do  h i s  

c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  h i s  c o n s u l t  n o t e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  y o u  

w e r e  - -  i t  s a y s  t h e  p a t i e n t  was s e e n  a l o n g  w i t h  D r .  Sos  

a t  b e d s i d e ?  

A .  I was i n  t h e  room.  I w a l k e d  i n  t h e  room when he 

was t h e r e .  I was i n  t h e  room when h e  w a l k e d  i n ,  I d o n ' t  

remember .  We s h a r e d  t h e  room f o r  a f e w  m i n u t e s .  

Q. Y O U  w e r e  b o t h  i n  t h e  room w i t h  t h e  p a t i e n t  f o r  a 

f e w  m i n u t e s  i s  w h a t  y o u  a r e  t e l l i n g  me? 

A .  Y e s .  I g u e s s  I l e f t  t o  l e t  h i m  e x a m i n e  t h e  

p a t i e n t .  we do  t h a t ,  i f  somebody a r r i v e s  I l e a v e  w h i l e  
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i 

D i d  y o u  o n  t h a t  d a y  o r  a n y  d a y  s u b s e q u e n t  t o  t h e  

2 5 t h  h a v e  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  D r .  R o s e n b e r g  a b o u t  t h e  

c a u s e  o f  M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y ' s  p a r a p l e g i a ?  

A .  I assume p r o b a b l y  I d i d .  F o r  h i m  o r  f o r  me, was 

o b v i o u s .  

Q. w h a t  was t h e  o b v i o u s  c a u s e  o f  h e r  p a r a p l e g i a ?  

A .  O b v i o u s  c a u s e  o f  p a r a p l e g i a  was a n  i n j u r y  t o  t h e  

a o r t a ,  d e s c e n d i n g  a o r t a .  From t h e  a o r t a  t h e y  come v e r y  

s m a l l  b r a n c h e s  t h a t  t h e y  a g a i n  became s m a l l e r  t o  t h e  

s p i n a l  c o r d .  T o  t h e  n e u r o s u r g e o n  a n d  n e u r o l o g i s t  t h i s  

i s  a w e l l  known c a t a s t r o p h y .  

Q. L e t  me a s k  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a d i f f e r e n t  w a y .  

On t h e  s e c o n d  page  o f  D r .  ~ o s e n b e r g ' s  

c o n s u l t  r e p o r t  - -  y o u ' v e  h a d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e a d  t h a t  

I g a t h e r ?  

A .  L e t  me r e a d  i t .  

M R .  T A B E R :  I ' m  s o r r y .  

M I S S  K O L I S :  s e c o n d  p a g e ,  

D r .  R o s e n b e r g ' s  c o n s u l t  n o t e ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 5 ,  1 9 9 7 .  

A .  He h a d  o n e  w r i t t e n ,  d i c t a t e d .  

Q. I ' m  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  d i c t a t e d  one  w h i c h  i s  e a s i e r  t o  

r e a d ,  y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  i n t e r p r e t  h i s  h a n d w r i t i n g .  

A .  T h a t  i s  r i g h t .  

Q. u n d e r  h i s  i m p r e s s i o n  i t  s a y s  t h e  p a t i e n t  m o s t  
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t r a n s e c t i o n ;  do  y o u  see  t h a t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. IS t h a t  w h a t  y o u  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  me i n  

y o u r  a n s w e r ,  ~ r s .  s p r e a d b u r y  h a d  a c o r d  i s c h e m i a  f r o m  

t h e  t r a n s e c t i o n  o f  h e r  a o r t a ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. MRI was p e r f o r m e d  t o  e x c l u d e  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a 

s e p a r a t e  s p i n a l  c o r d  t r a u m a ;  w o u l d  y o u  a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t ?  

A .  w h a t ?  

Q. Goes o n  t o  s a y s  I have  recommended a h e a d  C T  a s  

w e l l  a s  MRI. ~ ' m  a b b r e v i a t i n g ,  he h a s  s p e l l e d  t h a t  o u t ,  

M R I  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  s p i n a l  a x i s  i n  o r d e r  t o  r u l e  o u t  

s p i n a l  c o r d  i n j u r y  as  t h e  c o n t e m p l a t e d  p r o b l e m ;  y o u  see  

t h a t ?  

A .  I f o l l o w  y o u .  

Q. w h a t  y o u  a r e  s a y i n g  i s  when I a s k e d  w h a t  was 

p e r f e c t l y  o b v i o u s ,  i t  was p e r f e c t l y  o b v i o u s  s h e  became 

p a r a p l e g i c  b e c a u s e  o f  c o r d  i s c h e m i a  b e c a u s e  o f  a n  a o r t i c  

t r a n s e c t i o n ;  am I s t a t i n g  t h a t  s i m p l y  e n o u g h ?  

A .  Y e s ,  a t  l e a s t  t o  me t h a t  i s  w h a t  I b e l i e v e ,  i t ' s  

o b v i o u s .  

Q. You d i d  n o t  s e e  ~ r s .  s p r e a d b u r y  o n  t h e  2 4 t h ,  d i d  

y o u ?  Maybe I m i s s e d  t h a t .  D i d  y o u  see M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y  

o n  t h e  2 4 t h ?  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0  

11 

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

1 9  

20 

2 1  

2 2  

2 3  

24 

2 5  

A .  I w i l l  n e e d  t o  l o o k  a t  my - -  c o u l d  I h a v e  t h e  

r e c o r d s ?  
I 

Q. s u r e ,  t h i s ?  

A .  Y e s .  I saw h e r  o n  9 - 2 4 ,  9 - 2 5 ,  9 - 2 6 ,  9 - 2 7 ,  9 - 2 8 .  

9 - 2 8  I ' m  o f f  t h e  c a s e .  The f a c t  I d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e  n o t e  

d o e s n ' t  mean I d i d n ' t  see  h e r .  

Q.  D i d  y o u  w r i t e  a p r o g r e s s  n o t e  o n  t h e  2 4 t h ?  

A.  No, n o t  a l w a y s  we  w r i t e  a p r o g r e s s  n o t e .  

Q.  I d i d n ' t  s e e  o n e .  I was t h i n k i n g  p e r h a p s  1 m i s s e d  

i t .  

A .  No, t h i s  i s  why I a s k e d  f o r  t h e  r e d  c a r d .  when I 

s e e  t h e  p a t i e n t  I p u t  i t  on t h e  r e d  c a r d .  

Q .  Y O U  d i d  s e e  h e r  o n  t h e  2 4 t h ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. DO y o u  h a v e  a s p e c i f i c  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  u n d e r  w h i c h  y o u  saw h e r  o n  t h e  2 4 t h ?  
I 

A .  No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q.  Do y o u  know i f  s h e  was a l r e a d y  o u t  o f  s u r g e r y  when 
I 

y o u  saw h e r ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember .  

Q. Y O U  h a v e  n o  memory o f  t h e  2 4 t h ?  
I 

A .  You know i t ' s  1 8  m o n t h s .  

Q. I know,  a c o u p l e  y e a r s .  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember i t .  

Q.  Y O U  w o u l d n ' t  remember i t .  I p r o b a b l y  d o n ' t  
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remember  w h a t  I was d o i n g  1 8  m o n t h s  a g o .  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  H O W  a b o u t  1 8  d a y s  

a g o ?  

M I S S  K O L I S :  I t ' s  p r o b a b l y  o n  my 

o f f i c e  c a l e n d a r  w h a t  I was d o i n g  1 8  d a y s  a g o .  

Q .  Y o u r  p i n k  c a r d ,  y o u  k e e p  t h i s ,  y o u r  p r a c t i c e  o r  

p r o c e d u r e  i s  t o  r e c o r d  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  d a t e  o f  a v i s i t ?  

A .  E v e r y  t i m e  I w a l k  i n  t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  room I w r i t e  i n  

t h e  d a t e .  

Q .  B e c a u s e  y o u  c a r r y  a r o u n d  y o u r  own f o l d e r ?  

A .  R i g h t .  

Q .  Y O U  may p u t  a n o t e  i n  t h e  c h a r t ?  

A .  I h a v e  t h e  c a r d  w i t h  me i n  t h e  p o c k e t .  

Q. P i n k  p o c k e t  c a r d s ?  

A .  I t ' s  f a s t e r .  we a l l  d o ,  we k e e p  c a r d s  w i t h  

p a t i e n t ' s  name. 

Q .  You came i n ,  e x a m i n e d  h e r  on  t h e  2 5 t h ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q .  Y o u r  n o t e  s a y s ,  I t h i n k  I c a n  r e a d  i t ,  t h e  t o p  

s a y s  t h e  p a t i e n t  i s  p a r a p l e g i c ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q .  A t  t h a t  p o i n t  y o u  d o n ' t  d e t e r m i n e  a t  w h a t  l e v e l  

t h e  i s c h e m i a  o c c u r r e d ?  

A .  L e t  me s e e .  I t h i n k  I p u t  a n o t e  t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  

r e c a l l  w h e r e .  I s a y  p a t i e n t  i s  p a r a p l e g i c ,  n o  s e n s a t i o n  
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f r o m  L - 1  down.  L e v e l  q u e s t i o n a b l e  b e c a u s e  o f  p a t i e n t ' s  

p o o r  l e v e l  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  same d a t e  

R o s e n b e r g  saw h e r  i n  c o n s u l t .  

o n  t h e  2 5 t h ,  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  t i m e  I saw 

h e r  t h e r e  was n o  - -  was n o t  m o v i n g  t h e  l e g s ,  s h e  d i d n ' t  

h a v e  s e n s a t i o n .  we d i d n ' t  d e t e r m i n e  y e t  t h e  l e v e l .  The  

1 l e v e l  c o u l d  be L-1. 

Q. You c o u l d n ' t  be  c e r t a i n  b e c a u s e  t h e  p a t i e n t  h a d  

j u s t  b e e n  t h r o u g h  s u r g e r y ,  she  was n o t  awake e n o u g h ?  

A .  s h e  w a s n ' t  awake enough  y e t .  

Q. Y o u r  l a t e r  n o t e  on  t h a t  d a y  seems l i k e  y o u  came 

b a c k  a n d  saw h e r ,  I ' m  g e t t i n g  - -  f i r s t  o f  a l l  I ' m  

g u e s s i n g  y o u  saw h e r  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  y o u r  l a t e r  n o t e  i s  

i n  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  7 : 4 5 ,  does  t h a t  s a y  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  

D r .  K r a l i k ?  

A .  Y e s ,  b e c a u s e  D r .  K r a l i k  - -  I t r i e d  t o  r e c a l l ,  I 

may be w r o n g ,  D r .  K r a l i k  o r  T e l e s z ,  somebody t h o u g h t  

l e t ' s  do  a n o t h e r  C T  s c a n .  D r .  R o s e n b e r g  w a n t e d  a C T  o f  

t h e  h e a d ,  t h e n  a CT o f  t h e  h e a d  was d o n e .  

F o r  p e a c e  o f  m i n d  I w r o t e  my o p i n i o n  t h e  

C T  t o d a y ,  means on  9 - 2 5 ,  s m a l l  amoun t  o f  b l o o d  l e f t  

o c c i p i t a l  w i t h  mass e f f e c t .  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  h e m o r r h a g i c  

c o n t u s i o n ,  s o  f a r  o f  no  c l i n i c a l  o r  s u r g i c a l  

s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

Then  t h e y  d i d  t h e  CT s c a n  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  
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o f  D r .  R o s e n b e r g ,  t h e y  a s k e d  me t o  s e e  t h e  s c a n  o r  maybe 

I w e n t  o n  my own. R e a l l y  n o t h i n g  j u s t i f i e s  t h e  

s i t u a t i o n .  

Q. I t  was c o n f i r m a t o r y  o f  w h a t  y o u r  i n i t i a l  

i m p r e s s i o n  h a d  b e e n  e s s e n t i a l l y  o n  S e p t e m b e r  2 3 r d ?  

A.  Y e s ,  t h a t  t h e  h e a d  was c l e a r .  

Q. D o c t o r ,  d i d  y o u  a n d  D r .  K r a l i k  d i s c u s s  o n  t h e  2 4 t h  

o r  2 5 t h  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a m i s r e a d  o f  

t h e  c h e s t  C A T  s c a n ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  o b j e c t i o n  * 

M R .  T R E A D O N :  o b j e c t i o n .  

A .  I o n l y  know as  I a s k e d  h i m  w h a t  was g o i n g  o n  w i t h  

t h e  p a t i e n t ,  he t o l d  me w e  o p e r a t e d ,  he  t o l d  me t h e  2 5 t h  

o r  2 6 t h  s h e ' s  p a r a p l e g i c .  ~e t o l d  me he  t o l d  t h e  

h u s b a n d  b e f o r e  s u r g e r y  t h a t  t h e  p a t i e n t  c o u l d  b e  

p a r a p l e g i c .  I remember t h a t  n o t  l i k e  i t  was y e s t e r d a y ,  

I remember f a i r .  The CT s c a n  o f  t h e  c h e s t  I d i d n ' t  

d i s c u s s  w i t h  h i m .  

Q. A t  a n y  t i m e  b e f o r e  t h i s  l a w s u i t  was f i l e d  n a m i n g  

y o u  as  a p a r t y ,  d i d  a n y o n e  e x p r e s s  an  o p i n i o n  t o  y o u  
_-  

t h a t  t h e  c h e s t  C A T  s c a n  on  t h e  2 3 r d  h a d  b e e n  m i s r e a d ?  

A .  w e l l  - -  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  o b j e c t i o n .  

A.  You may n o t  b e l i e v e ,  n o b o d y  t o l d  me a n y t h i n g .  

N o t h i n g  w h a t s o e v e r .  
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Q. B a c k  o n  y o u r  - -  

A .  why a r e  t h e y  g o i n g  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  C T  w i t h  me o f  

t h e  c h e s t ?  

Q. w o u l d n ' t  i t  h a v e  been  a n a t u r a l  q u e s t i o n  f o r  y o u ,  

y o u  e x a m i n e d  t h e  woman n e u r o l o g i c a l l y  o n  t h e  2 3 r d ?  

A .  Y e s .  The  n a t u r a l  t h e o r y  i s  t o  know a t r a n s e c t i o n  

o f  t h e  a o r t a ,  i s  p a r a p l e g i c ,  y o u  know.  The  d e t a i l s  o f  

t h e  CT s c a n  was m i s r e a d ,  t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  t e l l  me i f  

m i s r e a d ,  t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  l i k e  f o r  me t o  know .  T h e y  

w o u l d n ' t  l i k e  f o r  me t o  know t h e y  m i s r e a d .  T h e y  d o n ' t  

d i s c u s s  w i t h  me w h a t  i s  m i s r e a d .  I know t h e r e  a r e  some 

q u e s t i o n s  a f t e r  I r e v i e w  t h e  r e c o r d s ,  s o  o n ,  t h e y  d i d n ' t  

d i s c u s s  w i t h  me was m i s r e a d ,  n o .  

Q. Y O U  t o o k  some n o t e s  u n d e r n e a t h  t h e  9 - 2 5  n o t e s ,  I 

t h i n k  P E G  e v a l u a t i o n ?  

A .  No.  T h i s  i s  P E G  t u b e .  ~ u b e  t h e y  p u t  t h r o u g h  t h e  

n a s o p h a r y n x  i n t o  t h e  esophagus  t o  t h e  s t o m a c h ,  t h e y  make 

a h o l e ,  P E G  t u b e ,  P - E - G .  

Q. T h a t  i s  w h a t  I s a i d .  

A .  Tube  f o r  f e e d i n g .  

w e r e  y o u  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ?  I Q. 

A .  No.  I s a y  P E G  endoscope  on  1 0 - 8 - 1 9 9 7  b y  

g a s t r o e n t e r o l o g i s t .  I t  d i d  n o t  o c c u r  t o  me o n  1 0 - 9 - 9 7 .  

I t h i n k  i t  was b y  K r a l i k .  Endoscope  1 0 - 8 - 9 7 ,  a n d  

g a s t r o e n t e r o t o m y  1 0 - 9 - 9 7 ,  T a w i l .  T a w i l  d i d  i t .  
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Q. The  l a s t  s e c t i o n  a w o r d ,  t h e  R ,  w i t h  b e f o r e  t h e  

w o r d ?  

A .  R o c k e n s t e i  n .  

Q. who i s  t h a t ?  

A .  R a d i  o l  o g i  s t .  

Q. Can y o u  t e l l  me 9 - 2 3 ,  c a n  y o u  t e l l  me - -  

A .  9 - 2 3  r e a d  s u p e r i o r  m e d i a s t i n a l  h e m o r r h a g e .  M u s t  

b e  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  a n  x - r a y  f r o m  9 - 2 3 .  M u s t  b e  a r e p o r t  

o f  t h e  x - r a y  p r o c e d u r e ,  w h a t e v e r  i t  i s  t h a t  was r e a d  b y  

D r .  R o c k e n s t e i n .  

Then  9 - 2 3  u n d e r n e a t h  CT I t h i n k  s a i d  

c h e s t .  C T  c h e s t  n o  e x t r a v a s a t i o n  o f  c o n t r a s t .  A g a i n  

9 - 2 3  a r t e r i o g r a m ,  p a r e n t h e s i s  t r a n s e c t i o n .  

9 - 2 5 ,  C T  h e a d ,  p r o b a b l y  t h e  name o f  

R o c k e n s t e i n  i s  t h e r e  b e c a u s e  maybe t h e  9 - 2 3  r e a d s  

s u p e r i o r  m e d i a s t i n a l  h e m o r r h a g e  was r e a d  b y  h i m .  The 

o t h e r  1 assume may o r  may n o t  h a v e  b e e n  r e a d  b y  h i m ,  

maybe we c a n  s e e  t h e  x - r a y s .  

Q. o n c e  a g a i n  t h a t  was s o r t  o f  y o u r  s u m m a r i z a t i o n  o f  

t h i n g s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  x - r a y  r e p o r t s ,  n o t  t h e  r e a d i n g s  

t h a t  y o u  made o n  t h o s e  f i l m s ?  

A .  Y e s .  R e p o r t  v e r y  l i k e l y  r e a d  b y  R o c k e n s t e i n .  

Q. D o c t o r ,  a r e  y o u  on  t h e  q u a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e  c o m m i t t e e  

o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s u r g i c a l  . 
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Q. I n  t h e  s u r g i c a l ?  

A .  Y e s .  M e e t i n g  e v e r y  Wednesday a t  5 : 1 5 .  

Q. You w e r e  - -  I d o n ' t  s e e  i t  o n  y o u r  p i n k  c a r d ,  o r  

maybe 1 do  s e e  i t  o n  y o u r  p i n k  c a r d ,  y o u  d i d  a n o t h e r  

c o n s u l t ?  

A .  On 1 0 - 3 0 .  

Q. R i g h t ,  o n  1 0- 3 0- 9 7 ?  

A .  Second  c a r d .  

Q. You s w i t c h e d  c a r d s  e v e r y  m o n t h ?  

A .  N o ,  b e c a u s e  I s i g n e d  o f f  t h e  p a t i e n t .  

Q. You o r i g i n a l l y  s i g n e d  o f f  t h e  p a t i e n t  o n  9 - 2 8 - 9 7 ,  

y o u  w e r e  c a l l e d  b a c k  i n  o n  c o n s u l t ?  

A .  T h e y  c a l l e d  me b a c k ,  y e s .  

Q. T h i s  t i m e  I d i d n ' t  see  a t y p e d  r e p o r t ,  I saw a 

w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  

A .  I t ' s  a w r i t t e n  r e c o r d ,  c o r r e c t .  

Q. 1 w i l l  a p o l o g i z e  f o r  t h e  f a c t  I c a n n o t  r e a d  t h i s  

h a n d w r i  t i  n g ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  h a v e  t o  - -  

A .  D o n ' t  a p o l o g i z e ,  i t ' s  my f a u l t .  I r e a d  i t  f o r  

y o u .  

Q. w h a t  was t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  c o n s u l t ?  

A .  The  p u r p o s e  was t h a t  t h e y  d i d  CT o f  t h e  h e a d  i n  

t h i s  p a t i e n t ,  t h e  r a d i o l o g i s t ,  I d o n ' t  know w h i c h  o n e ,  

we c a n  f i n d  i n  t h e  r e c o r d s ,  r e a d  t h a t  t h e  p a t i e n t  may 

h a v e  q u o t a t i o n ,  s u b d u r a l  h y g r o m a ,  h - y - g - r - o - m - a ,  t h e n  
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t h e y  c a l l e d  me. 

Q- Now c a n  y o u  t e l l  u s ?  

A.  I saw t h e  p a t i e n t  1 0 - 3 0 - 1 9 9 7 .  I s a y  c h a r t  was 

r e v i e w e d .  I w i l l  r e a d  b a c k  I s a i d  l a t e r  CT  o f  b r a i n  

i n d i c a t e d ,  q u o t a t i o n ,  p o s s i b l e  s u b d u r a l  h y g r o m a .  

P a t i e n t  ' s c h i e f  comp l  a i  n t ,  c c ,  c h i  e f  comp l  a i  n t ,  

d i p l o p i a ,  homomymous g a z e ,  s e e s  d o u b l e  when s h e  l o o k s  t o  

t h e  r i g h t .  R i g h t  p u p i l  l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e  l e f t ,  p a r e t i c ,  

p - a - r - e - t - i - c  f r o m  t h e  d a t e  o f  o r i g i n a l  i n j u r y  9 - 2 3 - 9 7 .  

H i g h  b r a i n  f u n c t i o n  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  u n d e r s t a n d s  a n d  

f o l l o w s  commands w e l l ,  f u l l  r a n g e  o f  m o t i o n  o n  t h e  u p p e r  

1 i m b s .  P a r a p l  e g i  a - -  

- - - - -  

( I n t e r r u p t i o n  i n  p r o c e e d i n g s . )  

- - - - -  

B Y  M I S S  K O L I S :  

Q. we g o t  t h r o u g h  t h e  l i n e  - -  

A.  we w e r e  i n  my c o n s u l t ,  s e c o n d  c o n s u l t .  

Q. R i g h t  - 
A .  we a r e  o n  t h e  r e a d i n g  i n  my c o n s u l t a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  

s e c o n d  t i m e  I saw t h e  p a t i e n t  o n  O c t o b e r  3 0 ,  1 9 9 7 ,  i t  

s a y s  p a r a p l e g i a  a t  l e v e l  T - 5 ,  t h o r a c i c  f i v e .  T h e r e  i s  

a n  a r e a  o f  p r o f o u n d  a n a l g i a  f r o m  T - 5  t o  L- 2  o r  3 o n  t h e  

l e f t ,  T - 5  t o  L-1 o n  t h e  r i g h t .  P a t i e n t  f e e l s  

s u p p o s i t o r i e s  when i n s e r t e d  i n  t h e  r e c t u m .  Is n o t  a w a r e  
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o f  n e e d  t o  move b o w e l s  o r  u r i n a t e ,  h a s  F o l e y  c a t h e t e r .  

A b l e  t o  d e t e c t  p i n p r i c k  o n  d i s t a l  l o w e r  l i m b  a r e a s .  

M o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e  i s  w r o n g  r e g a r d i n g  t o e  p o s i t i o n .  w h a t  

h a p p e n e d  i s  t h e r e  i s  s e n s a t i o n  o r  p i n p r i c k  o f  t h e  t o e s  

f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p a t h w a y ,  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  t o e s  

a n d  v i b r a t i o n ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  way I d i f f e r e n t i a t e .  

M o d e r a t e  b r a i n  a t r o p h y  p o s t  i n j u r y  a s  w e l l  a s  somewhat  

age r e l a t e d  w i t h  i n c r e a s e  on  s u b a r a c h n o i d  s p a c e .  The  

p a t i e n t  h a d  CT  s u p i n e .  I e x p l a i n  t h i s  i s  h a r d  t o  r e a d  

when t h e  p a t i e n t  i s  s u p i n e .  The b r a i n  i s  down,  t h e  

f r o n t a l  a r e a  g e t s  m o r e  s p a c e ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  mass e f f e c t ,  

i n  c a p i t a l  l e t t e r s .  ~ o n v o l u t i o n s  a r e  n o t  d e f o r m e d ,  

b e l i e v e  t h e r e  a r e  n o  s u b d u r a l  h y g r o m a s .  No n e u r o l o g i c a l  

p l a n s ,  t h a n k  y o u .  

w h a t  h a p p e n e d ,  t h e y  c a l l e d  me b e c a u s e  

t h e  r a d i o l o g i s t  r e a d  s u b d u r a l  h y g r o m a .  The  s p a c e  may b e  

a l i t t l e  b i t  i n c r e a s e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  a g e ,  

maybe t h e  b l o o d  t o  t h e  head  has  s o m e t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  i t ,  

I d o u b t  i t ,  a n d  I t h o u g h t  t h e  CT d i d n ' t  r e f l e c t  a n y  

c h a n g e s  we h a d  t o  b e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t ,  t h e  C T  o f  t h e  

h e a d .  s h e  a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  p a r a p l e g i a ,  s h e  i s  a l e r t ,  

awake,  she  c a n  t e l l  me w h a t  she  f e e l s  a n d  w h a t  s h e  

d o e s n ' t  a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  T - 5 .  

Q. The q u e s t i o n  t h a t  I h a v e  f o r  y o u ,  I a p p r e c i a t e  y o u  

v e r y  much r e a d i n g  t h e  c o n s u l t  n o t e  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d ,  
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a n d  t h e n  t h i s  o n e ,  h a s  t h e r e  b e e n  a c h a n g e  i n  CT 

f i n d i n g s  o r  n o t  i n  y o u r  o p i n i o n ?  

A .  P r a c t i c a l l y  n o  c h a n g e .  

Q. w h a t  d i d  y o u  t h i n k  was a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  h e r  b l u r r e d  

o r  b l u r r e d  i s  w r o n g ,  d o u b l e  v i s i o n  t o  t h e  r i g h t ?  

A .  You w e r e  r i g h t  when y o u  s a i d  b l u r r e d .  

Q. I t  was r e a l l y  b l u r r e d ,  n o t  d o u b l e  v i s i o n ?  

A .  N o ,  t h e  p a t i e n t s  d e s c r i b e  d o u b l e  v i s i o n  a s  b l u r r e d  

b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e e  t h e  o b j e c t  l i k e  t h a t .  T h e y  s a y  I s e e  

b l u r .  when i t  i s  d i p l o p i a ,  t h e  d o u b l e  p i c t u r e  i s  v e r y  

c l o s e ,  o n l y  a t o u c h  o f f ,  t h e  p a t i e n t  s e e s  b l u r .  when 

t h e  d i p l o p i a  i s  a t  i t s  b e s t  t h e  p a t i e n t  s e e s  d o u b l e .  

When t h e  i m a g e s  a r e  a l m o s t  f u s e d  c o m p l e t e l y  t h e y  s a y  

b l u r r e d .  when t h e  i m a g e s  a r e  w e l l  s e p a r a t e d  t h e y  s a y  

d o u b l e .  

I t h i n k  t h e  p o s t - t r a u m a t i c ,  o n e  o f  t h e  

r e a s o n s  c o u l d  be  b e c a u s e  t h e  p u p i l s  a r e  s t i l l  d i f f e r e n t  

s i z e s .  Anyone  t h a t  knows a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  p h o t o g r a p h y  

knows y o u  o p e n  t h e  d i a p h r a g m  t o o  much,  t h e  p r o f u n d i t y ,  

t h e  d e e p e r  d e p t h  o f  t h e  f i e l d  i s  d i f f e r e n t .  w i t h  one  

s h e  c a n  p i n p o i n t ,  c o n t r a c t ,  f o c u s  w e l l .  when t h e  e y e  i s  

l a r g e r ,  t h i s  i m a g e  i s  p r o j e c t e d  d i f f e r e n t ,  t h e n  s h e  

c o u l d  h a v e  b l u r r e d  v i s i o n ,  she  c o u l d  h a v e  d i p l o p i a .  The  

r e a s o n  f o r  d o u b l e  v i s i o n  l i k e l y  was t r a u m a  t o  t h e  r i g h t  
* .  
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p u p i l ,  

Q. A r e  y o u  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t r a u m a  f r o m  t h e  

c o l l i s i o n ,  n o t  p o s t  t r a u m a  f r o m  t h e  s u r g e r y ?  

A. No ,  n o ,  t r a u m a  f r o m  t h e  c o l l i s i o n .  

Q. I w a n t  t o  be  s u r e ,  t h e r e  was a s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  

t h e r e  was some i n c r e a s e d  i n t r a c r a n i a l  p r e s s u r e ?  

A.  somebody ,  y e s .  T h e r e  i s  no  i n c r e a s e  o f  p r e s s u r e .  

T h i s  i s  why I s a i d  t h e  c o n v o l u t i o n s  a r e  n o t  d e f o r m e d .  I t  

means t h e  c o n v o l u t i o n s  came l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. I t  i s n ' t  f l a t t e n e d  c o n v o l u t i o n s ?  

A.  N O .  

Q. T h a t  m i  t i  g a t e s  a g a i n s t  a n  i n c r e a s e d  i n t r a c r a n i  a1  

p r e s s u r e ,  w h a t  y o u  j u s t  s a i d ?  

A .  Y e s .  I t h i n k  t h e  C T  s c a n  was n o r m a l ,  C T  s c a n  t h e y  

w e r e  c o n c e r n e d  b e c a u s e  maybe s h e  h a s  s u b d u r a l  h y g r o m a  . 
Q. I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e  y o u  e n d e d  up  b e i n g  

c a l l e d  i n  o n  c o n s u l t  r e g a r d i n g  a C T ,  f i n d i n g  t h a t  

s u g g e s t i o n  - -  I c a n ' t  p r o n o u n c e  t h e  w o r d ,  h y g r o m a ?  

A. s u b d u r a l  h y g r o m a .  

Q. You e n d e d  up  d i s a g r e e i n g  w i t h  t h e  r e a d  o f  t h e  C A T  

s c a n ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. T h a t ' s  why s u b s p e c i a l i s t s  r e a d  C A T  s c a n s  a f t e r  t h e  

r a d i o l o g i s t  i n t e r p r e t s  them? 

A .  N O ,  t h e  C A T  s c a n  r e a l l y  s h o u l d  be  r e a d  b y  t h e  
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n e u r o r a d i o l o g i s t .  we h a v e  o n e  h e r e .  

Q. who i s  - -  ~ ' m  s o r r y ?  

A. D r .  M c N u l t y .  He d i d n ' t  r e a d  i t ,  t h e y  c a l l e d  me. 

1 d o n ' t  t h i n k  he  r e a d  s u b d u r a l  h y g r o m a  . 
Q. G o i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  I was a s k i n g  a b o u t  

w h e t h e r  y o u  a r e  on  t h e  q u a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e  c o m m i t t e e ,  y o u  

s a i d  y o u  a r e  o n  t h e  s u r g e r y  q u a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e  c o m m i t t e e ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. I f  I u n d e r s t o o d ,  I m i g h t  n o t  h a v e  u n d e r s t o o d  i t  

c o r r e c t l y  - -  

A .  w a i t  a m i n u t e .  I t o l d  y o u  s u r g i c a l ,  y e s ,  s u r g i c a l  

q u a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e .  

Q. A t  t h i s  f a c i l i t y  i n  1 9 9 7  w e r e  y o u  on  t h e  q u a l i t y  

a s s u r a n c e  c o m m i t t e e ?  

M R .  T A B E R :  H o l d  o n ,  o b j e c t i o n .  

w e ' r e  c o m i n g  r e a l  c l o s e  t o  w h a t  i s  p r i v i l e g e d  u n d e r  O h i o  

l a w .  I t ' s  q u i t e  c l e a r  f r o m  s t a t u t e ,  I d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  n i p  

y o u  o f f  i n  t h e  b u d ,  i f  y o u  a r e  g e t t i n g  a n y w h e r e  i n t o  t h e  

s u b s t a n c e  o f  a n y  q u a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e  o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  

t h a t ,  I h a v e  no  i d e a  i f  t h a t  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  if 

i t  d i d ,  i t  w o u l d  be  c o m p l e t e l y  o f f  l i m i t s .  He w o u l d  n o t  

b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  a n s w e r  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  a l o n g  t h a t  l i n e .  

M I S S  K O L I S :  I p r o m i s e  y o u  I w i l l  

n o t  b l u r t  o u t  a q u e s t i o n ,  t r y  t o  d r a w  o u t  an  a n s w e r .  

L e t  me e s t a b l i s h  i f  t h e r e  was o n e ,  t h e n  1'11 g i v e  o n  t h e  
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r e c o r d  w h a t  my p o s i t i o n  i s .  

M R .  T A B E R :  The  p o s i t i o n  i s  

s t a t u t o r y ,  i t ' s  n o t  m i n e ,  i t ' s  t h e  l a w  o f  O h i o .  

M I S S  K O L I S :  I ' m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  a s k  

a b o u t  p e e r  r e v i e w .  

M R .  T A B E R :  Y O U  know t h e  s t a t u t e  

was b r o a d e n e d  w i t h  t o r t  r e f o r m .  

Q .  I n  1 9 9 7  w e r e  y o u  on  t h e  q u a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e  

c o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  s u r g e r y ?  

A .  I t h i n k  s o .  

Q .  The way y o u  e x p l a i n e d  i t  t o  me, t h e  c h i e f  o f  

s u r g e r y ,  t h a t  encompasses  a l l  s u r g i c a l  s u b s p e c i a l t i e s ,  

n e u r o s u r g e r y ,  c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  s u r g e r y ?  

A .  Y e s ,  g o i n g  b a c k  t o  when w e  w e r e  i n  t h e  o t h e r  room,  

t h e r e  a r e  no  i n d e p e n d e n t  s u r g i c a l  d e p a r t m e n t s .  T h e  

c h i e f  o f  s u r g e r y  i s  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s u r g e r y .  ~n a 

d e p a r t m e n t  a s  p o w e r f u l  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a s  o r t h o p e d i c s  

t h e r e  i s  n o  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  o r t h o p e d i c s .  T h e r e  i s  a v e r y  

p o w e r f u l  o r t h o p e d i c  g r o u p ,  t h e y  a r e  i n t e g r a t e d  i n  t h e  

d e p a r t m e n t  o f  g e n e r a l  s u r g e r y .  T h e y  d o n ' t  h a v e  a 

c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  T h e r e  i s  n o  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  

n e u r o s u r g e r y ,  t h e r e  i s  no  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  s o  a n d  s o .  

Q. D i d  t h a t  QA c o m m i t t e e  p e r f o r m  m o r b i d i t y / r n o r t a l i t y  

r e v i e w s  o n  a m o n t h l y  b a s i s ?  

M R .  T A B E R :  Y O U  d o n ' t  n e e d  t o  
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1 a n s w e r .  Y O U  know t h a t  i s  o f f  l i m i t s ,  y o u  c a n  a s k  a n y  

q u e s t i o n ,  h a v e  h e r  c e r t i f y  i t ,  h e ' l l  n o t  b e  a n s w e r i n g .  

M I S S  K O L I S :  F o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  s o  

M r .  T a b e r  a n d  I d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  f i g h t  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  we 

w i l l  s t a t e  o u r  r e s p e c t i v e  p o s i t i o n s .  

My i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  c u r r e n t  O h i o  l a w  i s  

t h a t  c l e a r l y  I c a n n o t  o b t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a 

s p e c i f i c  p e e r  r e v i e w .  I t ' s  l i k e w i s e  my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  

h o w e v e r  i n c o r r e c t  i t  m i g h t  u l t i m a t e l y  be  d e t e r m i n e d ,  

t h a t  I am a b l e  t o  a s k  i n  any  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  

w h e t h e r  a p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e  was i n c l u d e d  i n  a m o r b i d i t y  

a n d  m o r t a l i t y  r e v i e w  and  i f  a r e p o r t  was made o f  t h e  

same. 

M r .  T a b e r  has  r e s p e c t f u l l y  d i s a g r e e d  

w i t h  t h a t ,  h a s  i n s t r u c t e d  h i s  c l i e n t  n o t  t o  a n s w e r  t h e  

q u e s t i o n s .  I d o  n o t  w a n t  t o  k e e p  u s  h e r e  a n d  t r y  t o  g e t  

a j u d g e  o n  t h e  p h o n e .  ~ ' m  p e r f e c t l y  w i l l i n g  t o  c e r t i f y  

t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  q u e s t i o n  t o  t h e  c o u r t  f o r  r e s o l u t i o n  a t  

a l a t e r  t i m e .  

I n e e d  t o  t a l k  w i t h  M r .  Emershaw i n  t h e  

ha1  1 w a y .  

- - - - -  

(Recess  h a d . )  

- - - - -  

M I S S  K O L I S :  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  t r y  t o  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & C A ~ P B E L L  COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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make t h i s  o n e  more  q u e s t i o n .  

B Y  M I S S  K O L I S :  

Q. S i n c e  S e p t e m b e r  o f  1 9 9 7 ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  

M r s .  s p r e a d b u r y  was a d m i t t e d ,  w e r e  t h e r e  w r i t t e n  

g u i d e l i n e s  a s  t o  how a c o n s u l t a n t  was t o  r e p o r t  t h e  

f i n d i n g s  o f  t h e  c o n s u l t a t i o n ?  

A .  I t h i n k  we u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  we  t a l k  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  

who c a l l s  u s .  we t a l k  t o  t h e m .  T h a t  h a s  b e e n  f o r  many 

y e a r s ,  t h e n  t h e  c o n s u l t  i s  w r i t t e n ,  o r  t h e r e  i s  

i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  c h a r t .  

Q. T h a t  i s  p r e t t y  much - -  

A .  w e  d o n ' t  n e e d  t o  go  b e h i n d  t h e  c o n s u l t a n t  c h a s i n g  

h i m .  T h e y  c a l l  me t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  I do my c o n s u l t ,  I 

w r i t e ,  d i c t a t e ,  I w r i t e  my o r d e r .  ~f I see h i m  I t a l k  

t o  h im ,  i f  I d o n ' t  s e e  h i m ,  I d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  t a l k  t o  h im  

b u t  I t a l k e d  t o  T e l e s z .  

Q. My q u e s t i o n  i s  w e r e  y o u  a w a r e  o r  w e r e  t h e r e  i n  

e x i s t e n c e  on  S e p t e m b e r  2 3 ,  1 9 9 7  i f  y o u  know,  a p o l i c y ,  

p r o c e d u r e  o r  p r o t o c o l  t h a t  was i n  w r i t i n g  t h a t  o u t l i n e d  

how y o u  w e r e  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n ?  

A .  I ' m  n o t  a w a r e .  'we c o m m u n i c a t e d .  we d i d  

c o m m u n i c a t e .  we h a v e  t o  a m p l i f y  t h e  a n s w e r .  we s e e  t h e  

p a t i e n t  i n  c o n s u l t ,  we  h a d  t o  a n s w e r  t h e  c o n s u l t  

p r o m p t l y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  e m e r g e n c y ,  we h a d  t o  w r i t e  a 

n o t e  o r  d i c t a t e .  

- 

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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Q. You a r e  u n a w a r e  w h e t h e r  t h i s  was s p e l l e d  o u t  i n  

w r i t t e n  f o r m ?  

A .  I ' m  n o t  a w a r e  j u s t  now t h i s  m i n u t e .  I d o n ' t  know 

if t h i s  i s  s p e l l e d  o u t  i n  t h e  r u l e s  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  

t h e  h o s p i t a l .  I d o n ' t  know,  maybe i t ' s  w r i t t e n  down ,  I 

d o n ' t  know.  

Q. The c h a r t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  y o u  d i d  t a l k  w i t h  

D r .  K r a l i k  o n  t h e  2 5 t h ,  remember w e  w e n t  t h r o u g h  t h a t  

l i t t l e  n o t e ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. Do y o u  h a v e  a r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  D r .  K r a l i k  

d i s c u s s i n g  w i t h  y o u  o r  i n q u i r i n g  as  t o  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  

y o u  a s  a n e u r o s u r g e o n  h a d  an  o p i n i o n  as  t o  a t  w h a t  p o i n t  

i n  t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h i s  p a t i e n t ' s  c a r e  s h e  

became p a r a p l e g i c ?  

a .  I know he t o l d  me she  was p a r a p l e g i c ,  I a s k e d  h i m  

w h a t  he  t h o u g h t  he  t o l d  t h e  f a m i l y .  ~e t h o u g h t  h e  t o l d  

t h e  f a m i l y  she  c o u l d  be p a r a p l e g i c .  when r e v i e w i n g  t h e  

c h a r t  I saw t h e  n o t e  b e f o r e  s u r g e r y  r i s k  o f  p a r a p l e g i a  

d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  h u s b a n d .  y o u r  q u e s t i o n  was i f  h e  a s k e d ?  

Q. D i d  he a s k  y o u  if y o u  h a d  an o p i n i o n  s i n c e  y o u  a r e  

a n e u r o s u r g e o n  who d e a l s  w i t h  p a r a p l e g i c s ?  

A .  I c e r t a i n l y  - -  I d o n ' t  know if he a s k e d  me. 

P r o b a b l y  we t a l k e d  b e c a u s e  t h i s  i s  a t r a n s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

a o r t a ,  i s c h e m i a  t o  t h e  c o r d ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  o t h e r  t h i n g .  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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He w i l l  a s k  me, I w i l l  t e l l  t hem t h a t .  He  d i d  a s k  me, 

p r o b a b l y  I t o l d  h im  t h a t .  He knew t o o .  

Q. w i t h  a t r a n s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  a o r t a  y o u  do  n o t  a l w a y s  

g e t  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  c o r d  i s c h e m i a  t h a t  r e s u l t s  i n  

p a r a p l e g i a ;  w o u l d  y o u  a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t ?  

A.  T r a n s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  a o r t a  e v e n  i n  c a s e s  w i t h  

p a r a p l e g i a ,  s o m e t i m e s  t h e y  e v o l v e  o v e r  s e v e r a l  h o u r s .  

I t  depends  w h e r e  i s  t h e  t r a n s e c t i o n ,  i t  d e p e n d s  w h e t h e r  

t h e r e  a r e  c l o t s  o r  o t h e r  c a u s e s .  

I t ' s  n o t  u s u a l  t o  h a v e  a t r a n s e c t i o n ,  

i m m e d i a t e l y  p a r a p l e g i c ,  o r  i t  d e v e l o p s  f o r  s i x  h o u r s  o r  

t h r e e  d a y s .  ~ t ' s  a f a c t .  We know b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  

v a s c u l a r  s u p p l y ,  t h e r e  i s  o n l y  one a r t e r y  g o i n g  t o  t h e  

s p i n a l  c o r d  f r o m  t h e  T - 1 1  down on t h e  l e f t  s i d e .  A l w a y s  

o n  t h e  l e f t  s i d e .  T h e r e  i s  no  o t h e r  s u p p l y  t o  t h e  c o r d .  

Some t imes  p a t i e n t s ,  I h a v e  h e r e  i n  t h i s  h o s p i t a l  

p a t i e n t s  l i k e  t h a t  when t h e y  h a v e  a c a r d i o r e s p i r a t o r y  

a r r e s t ,  we  r e s u s c i t a t e d  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  t h e y  a r e  

h y p o t e n s i v e ,  t h e y  wake u p ,  t h e y  a r e  p a r a p l e g i c .  T h e r e  

a r e  c r i t i c a l  a r t e r i e s ,  she  had  a r t e r i e s  on t h e  s p i n a l  

c o r d  t h a t  s u p p l i e d  t h e  c o r d .  The o t h e r  s u p p l y  t h e r e  i s  

n o  m a n ' s  l a n d  i n  t h e  m i d d l e .  T h a t  i s  w h e r e  a p a t i e n t  

g e t s  i s c h e m i c  p a r a p l e g i a .  

M I S S  KOLIS: I d o n ' t  h a v e  a n y  

f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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M R .  T R E A D O N :  N o t h i n g .  

M R .  T A B E R :  we w i l l  r e a d .  w a i v e  

t h e  s e v e n  d a y s ?  

M I S S  K O L I S :  A b s o l  u t e l  y ,  w i t h  t h e  

u s u a l  p r o m i s e  y o u  w i l l  r e a d  i t  i n  3 0  d a y s .  

M R .  T A B E R :  Y e s .  

- - - - -  

( P l a i n t i f f s '  E x h i b i t s  1 t h r o u g h  3 

m a r k e d  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  . >  
- - - - -  

( D e p o s i t i o n  c o n c l u d e d ;  s i g n a t u r e  n o t  w a i v e d . )  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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r R R A T A  S H E E T  

8 . 3  

.------------------ 

e read t h e  f o r e g o i n g  

"4 

T r a n s c r i p t  and 

a c c u r a t e .  

EDWARD E. T 
NOTARY'PUBLIC e 
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E R R A T A  S H E E T  

N O T A T I O N  

--------- 

t r a n s c r i p t  a n d  
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c o u n t y  o f  Cuyahoga .  : C E R T I F I C A T E :  

I, C o n s t a n c e  C a m p b e l l ,  N o t a r y  p u b l i c  w i t h i n  a n d  f o r  

t h e  S t a t e  o f  O h i o ,  do  h e r e b y  c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h e  w i t h i n  

named w i t n e s s ,  A L E J A N D R O  S O S ,  M . D .  was b y  me f i r s t  d u l y  

s w o r n  t o  t e s t i f y  t h e  t r u t h  i n  t h e  c a u s e  a f o r e s a i d ;  t h a t  

t h e  t e s t i m o n y  t h e n  g i v e n  was r e d u c e d  b y  me t o  s t e n o t y p y  

i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s a i d  w i t n e s s ,  s u b s e q u e n t l y  

t r a n s c r i b e d  o n t o  a c o m p u t e r  u n d e r  my d i r e c t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  

t h e  f o r e g o i n g  i s  a t r u e  and c o r r e c t  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  t h e  

t e s t i m o n y  s o  g i v e n  a s  a f o r e s a i d .  

I do f u r t h e r  c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h i s  d e p o s i t i o n  was t a k e n  

a t  t h e  t i m e  a n d  p l a c e  as  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  

c a p t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  I am n o t  a r e l a t i v e ,  c o u n s e l  o r  

a t t o r n e y  o f  e i t h e r  p a r t y ,  o r  o t h e r w i s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  

o u t c o m e  o f  t h i s  a c t i o n .  

I N  W I T N E S S  W H E R E O F ,  I h a v e  h e r e u n t o  s e t  my h a n d  a n d  

a f f i x e d  my s e a l  o f  o f f i c e  a t  C l e v e l a n d ,  o h i o ,  

t h i s  1 3 t h  d a y  o f  May, 1 9 9 9 .  
A 

I C o n s t a n c e  C a m p b e l l ,  s t e n o g r a p h i c  R e p o r t e r ,  

N o t a r y  P u b l i c / S t a t e  o f  O h i o .  

C o m m i s s i o n  e x p i r a t i o n :  J a n u a r y  1 4 ,  2 0 0 3 .  
I 
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$ALTER 
[l] 2:16 
$ a n t s  

FLOWERS, V E R S A ~ I  8 C A ~ ~ B E L L  COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 



[3] 49:11 50:5 50: [lo] 25:7 58:19 
58:24 64:4 67:7 
67:8 68:8 81:14 
81:14 81:24 

[2] 57:25 8i:19 
[6] 19:19 20:17 

29:24 62:12 65:21 
73:15 73:16 81:4 

[io] 16:18 24:24 
25:2 32:20 36:8 
58:2 61:8 61:17 
62:7 69:20 

Whatsoever [14] 30:8 30:9 30: 
16 31:9 31:9 32:7 
32:13 32:16 52:4 
60:10 60:11 72:8 
72:9 72:20 

[2] 23:6 29:3 
Whichever 

[3] 48:18 51:22 [7] 14:2 24:4 30: 
5 3i:9 31:14 31: 

[2] 32:8 32:15 

[7] 8:24 9:2 9:19 
10:8 10:9 21:23 

[lo] 9:3 12:21 13: 

10 38:9 43:23 67: 

Windshield 
[2] 28:25 29:l 

[6] 4:2 13:l 41: 31 13:15 18:4 57: 
17 86:5 86:8 86:17 



Depo outline - Sos 

4-436: Marla J. Spreadbury 

Deposition of 
Alejandro Sos, M.D. 

Wednesday, May 5,1999 

Plaintiff’s Exhibits: 1 - Dr. Sos’ curriculum vitae 
2 - Typed consultation report 
3 - Dr. Sos’ h ~ d ~ i ~ e i i  notes 

PaEe I’ Line Description 

7 /  11 

7 / 2 0  

REVIEW OF BACKGROUND 

Prepared some notes night before deposition 

Office is located at 1445 Harrison Avenue, NW, Canton, Ohio 

$ 1 6  

8 / 1 3  

8 120-25 

9 11-8 

919- 14 

91 17 

9 / 2 0  

1 0 / 5  

101 8 

10/  16 

101 17 

10 122 

10125 - 1114 

Graduated from Madrid Medical School in 1962 

Did neurosurgery residency in Madrid 

Began medical training in the U.S. in 1968; 6 months of neurology at Georgetown from Jan 
to June 1969 

Attended one year at Univ of Louisville - 1970; 4 years at Cinn for medical training; 
received teaching and fellowship till the end of ’74; returned to Spain 

Worked at a university hospital ’74 to ’78; returned the States in 1978 

Obtain license in Ohio on 1979 

Had taken exam in Kentucky 

Began neurosurgical practice in Ohio in 1980 

Had a partner during the first year - Dr. Gonzalez; solo since 198 1 

Is on active staff at Mercy 

Has courtesy privileges at Massillon 

Belongs tot he surgical committee for quality care and others 

No chief of neurosurgery; all departments are headed by Dr. Grayson; he is the department 
of neurosurgeons 

I 



Depo outline - Sos 

11 112 

11 116 

1 1122- 1212 

1217 

121 13 

12 I 2 4  

Is not board certified 

Took part I in 1994 

Does all neurosurgery except stereotactic neurosurgery due to the number of patients, lack 
of equipment; does brain aneurysms, spinal cord tumors, peripheral nerves, laminectomies 
for lumbar discs, the lumbar spine 

Has been a defendant before 

Has been sued 11 times - never lost any 

Has never served as an expert witness 

K E V l E W  Vi 

13 I 17-22 

1415 

14 I 14-18 

15 I 1 0  

15 I 19-24 

1617 

16 1 1 3  

16 124-25 

17 I 4  

171 19 

1811 

1819 

18 /14  

18 / 16 

19 13-5 

Reviewed all of chart to refresh memory as to chronology of events, timing of his 
involvement; his return call for consultation; his clinical impression 

Did not review films provided to counsel 

Made notes to answer deposition questions promptly and accurately 

Note of blood pressure being 130 over 86 is good; pulse of 107 while in ED is very fast; 
patient was probably able to move all four limbs while in ED 

It is not absolutely clear to him; Dr. Telesz was there when the patient was intubated - 
patient was paralyzed for intubation 

Was contacted at 1 1 2 6  

IOnows from his typed consultation note 

It’s also recorded on the nurse’s ER notes 

Examined the patient prior to the CT scan 

Dictated he arrived in ICU 

The first doctor was Telesz, the second doctor was Sos 

He was called in because of a suspected head injury 

Was the on-call neurosurgeon that day for the ER 

Continuously on-call - no other neurosurgeons 

Doesn’t recall speaking with Telesz before or after his exam. of Marla 

2 



Depo otitliiie - Sos 

1919 

191 13 

19 I 2 5  

20 115-17 

20123-2214 

22/1- 1 1 

Prior to his seeing her, Marla had been given paralytics so she could be intubated 

As a result, it was not possible for him to examine her - he had to wait for her to recover 

Dictated at 4:25, Marla moved the toes for him 

When he arrived, she was weak, but was moving her toes 

Reading of note made at 12:39: BP 1401100, pulse 80; L pupil 3mm; R pupil 5mm; 
ecchymosis; chest tubes, no blood produced; pneumothorax, rib fractures 

Needed to see the patient for longer as effects of paralytic was wearing off; needed to see a 
CT scan of the head to determine any intracranial injury 

CHRONOLOGY OF HIS CARE 

22/23-2311 9 

23/21 -2411 6 

24 I 2 4  

251 18 

25 122-25 

26 18-10 

26 I 11-14 

26 I 17-20 

27 15-1 1 

27 / 22-25 

28 12 

Examined patient for marks (abrasions, hematoma, etc.); noted a forehead laceration, 
ecchymosis on the chest; checked for deformities on the long bones, none found; checked 
patient's level of consciousness; checked neck, if there was a shift in trachea, none found; no 
blood in auditory canal means no skull fracture 

Noted subcutaneous emphysema - free air; fractures; soft abdomen, no distention at the time 
- no intra-abdominal bleeding; checked iliac crest, and pelvis for fracture - none found; 
checked vital signs; was waiting to see if she could move her arms and lower extremities 

On dictated on this day 

Dictated on the 23'd, transcribed on the 24"l 

Personally spoke with Dr. Telesz while in ICU; spoke with Kralik and then Tawil 

Would have had to be on the 23rd before he left the hospital - no question as to speaking 
with Telesz on the 23rd 

Believes he spoke with Tawil on the 23rd because they all came to the emergency room, the 
ICU, the CT scan; they crossed paths there 

100% sure he reported his findings to Telesz and then later thinks he talked with Tawil 
because Tawil was first one that was called 

As to dictation and transcription, had a contract with a company back in '97 the doctors had 
a lot of trouble with due to many delays 

Did see photographs of the accident; not sure if in ICU or the ED 

Polaroid photos 
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Depo outline - Sos 

28 15 

28 I 8-1 1 

28/22-2917 

29 113-21 

29 I25 

301 10 

301 14 

3 1  12 

3 1  15-12 

31 I 15  

32 15-1 0 

32 112-17 

33  I1 

3 3  14 

33 I 1 0  

3 3  122 

Has not seen them since that day 

If photographs are made at the hospital, they are kept as part of the record 

Photographs did help him in his assessment; air bag had been deployed, left front part of car 
was destroyed; no door; seat was broken; windshield was destroyed; believes front tire had 
been destroyed 

Did not perform a neurological exam because he needed her to respond; he inspected by 
feeling her limbs, listening to her chest; he would come in and out to until she was more 
awake so he could perform a neurological exam; she did respond to pain 4 hours later 

Performed exam after she had a head CT scan 

Reviewed chest x-rays as part of his routine 

Had notes free air in the mediastinum and rib fractures 

Doesn’t recall conferring with radiologist 

Loolts ai films out of curiosity; not an expert at reading films 

Neurological purpose for looking at chest films was respiratory support 

Doesn’t recall seeing a widening of the mediastinum; if a patient lays on the table to be x- 
rayed, the mediastinum will be wide because he is recumbent; widening is not a very 
important landmark 

Not a landmark because everyone has a widened mediastinum when laying down 

Discussed free air in the mediastinum with Kralik 

May be wrong, but that’s whose face he remembers 

Thought free air was because of rib fractures 

He read the CT of the head 

4 

REVIEW OF HEAD CT SCAN 

34 19-22 CT reveals to fractures on the skull; minimal subgaleal swelling; no masses or hematoinas in 
the brain or outside the brain; brain was in the midline; minimal brain atrophy; 

100% sure he told Telesz 

Meant it was Tawil, not Kralik; Tawil was to do the bronchoscopy 

Marla nodded head to certain questions 

35  15-7 

3 5 / 10- 17 

3619 
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361 12 

361 18 

36 122 

37 14-8 

37 I 12-18 

37 I25  

38 13- 5  

38 17-15 

38 I 2 3  

39 I 1 1-16 

40 I‘ 1-19 

41 17-25 

421 17 

43 114 

43 I 17-23 

44 14-9 

441 11 

44 I 2 5  

Got a weak response when he spoke to her 

Doesn’t recall if she was opening her eyes 

She moved her toes very weakly 

Did not have concerns about condition of extremities as she was still recovering from the 
sedation 

Some patients, you don’t know for 2 days; she was waking from the effects of the sedation, 
trauma and anemia; she was moving her toes weakly, assumed would be better the next day 

Likely that he spoke to Tawil, that’s how he know Tawil was to do a bronchoscopy 

Bronchoscopy was to rule out laceration of the trachea or primary bronchi that could 
displace free air in the mediastinum 

Doesn’t recall Tawil specifically saying why he was going to do a bronchoscopy; assumed it 
was because of the abnormal finding of free air in the mediastinurn due to injury of the 
trachea 

From a neurological standpoint, agreed with Telesz’s order to support the patient as the only 
thing to do 

Due to the fact that after 5 - 6 hours, she was poorly nodding and weakly wiggling her toes, 
all they could do was to wait until the next day 

In terms of supporting of the patient, he meant, maintain patient’s stability ie IV’s, blood, 
etc.; respiratory management; monitor urine output watch for level of consciousness; 
patient’s such as Marla could have a spinal cord injury, injury in evolution of the brachial 
plexus; can’t know until the patient is awake; she couldn’t move to commands - she was 
still out 

His explanation as to why Marla’s BP was 163190 

Doesn’t know where he got it from, maybe the nurses at bedside 

BP of 163 / 12 1 is what is called shortening between systolic and diastolic 

Diastolic would be very elevated; must be wrong transcription 

Tliiillts 121 is wrong because the pulse at 90 isn’t even grossly tachycardic 

Believes it’s a mistake because 10 minutes earlier, BP was normal; with such a change in 
the BP, one would expect changes in the pulse 

Has no opinion was to abnormal elevated diastolic pressure 
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45 112 

451 17 

4512 I -4611 

46 15-14 

46 / 17-21 

47 120 

48 115 

48 I 2 5  

4912 

49 16-9 

491 12 

50 12-6 

50 113-19 

50121 

50 I 2 3  

51 122 

52 / 9-1 1 

52 114-16 

52/24-5313 

5 3  I 2 5  

5 4 1 5  

541 12 

Variations in a patient’s BP can say something about the brain, head 

Was there at 1 1 :26 - when pressure was recorded 

Doesn’t want to answer what would cause elevation in diastolic pressure at 12: 15 

For the benefit o f  the jury, his only duty was from a neurological standpoint 

Doesn’t recall speaking with Dr. Meiia, can only assume he did because he came to the ED 

Did not have a concern neurologically at the CK being elevated 

Didn’t concern him enough to speak with Telesz as Telesz already knew 

The word “doppler” was wrong 

Should have been “drop” as to “further drop in red cells” 

A further drop in red blood cells could mean internal bleeding 

Was watching for drops in numbers from a general surgical standpoint 

Doesn’t lmow why drops should be “expected”; this is well noted that drops should be 
watched for 

From a neurological standpoint, felt that there was some internal bleeding that had not yet 
been determined; most common, subcapsular splenic hematoma 

Her abdomen was soft 

In general in these patients most common cause o f  bleeding is the spleen 

Patient needed to be watched for bleeding; may take 4, 5,6 or more hours 

Would have specifically all of his diagnoses with Telesz, number one, verbally, and number 
two, he is supposed to read the dictation - he is supposed to know 

Remembers clearly talking with Telesz; confuse if he talked with Kralik or Tawil 

Spoke with a thoracic surgeon about the air in the mediastinum; cardiothoracic surgeon 
advised of the bronchoscopy 

Did speak with someone in the cardiothoracic group, but doesn’t recall who 

Did communicate the free air in the mediastinum to the CIT surgeon 

Probably would have generally told them to follow the blood loss and falling hematocrit 
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54 I21 Wasn’t aware of the mediastinal injury at that time 

55 17 Would have been a remote suspicion as they are very rare 

55 124 Doesn’t think he was contacted after leaving the hospital on the 23rd 

5 6 1 3  

REVIEW OF NOTES MADE NIGHT B E F O E  

58 119 

If so, it woulld be reflected in the hospital chart 

It is his assessment CT head ok 

58 I23 Pneumothorax, mediastinal air as the chest CT 

5912 Probably looked at CT 

591 12 Doesn’t remember 

59/21 Is not capable of reading chest CTs; are to be read by the radiologist, thoracic surgeon 

60 19-15 It is not his obligation to read or interpret chest x-rays, or CTs of the chest 

61 15-13 Noted products used by Menia to sedate and paralyze Marla; also noted that Telesz and 
Tawil were there during intubation in the ED; order of appearance - Telesz, Menia, Telesz, 
Sos, Tawil 

6 1 I1 8-6217 Explanation of pre-depo notes 

63 I 1-5 

SEPTEMBER 25t’1 

Doesn’t lmow when depo-medrol therapy was used 

641 14 Rosenberg may have been called in by Telesz 

64 120 He was in the room with Rosenberg for a few minutes 

65 18-12 Obvious cause of paraplegia was the injury to the aorta; very well know catastropliy to the 
neurologist and neurosurgeon 

ROSENBERG’S CONSULT NOTE - 9125197 

661 1 Patient has cord ischemia secondary to aortic transection 

67 I 4  Saw Marla on 9/24, 9125,9126, 9/27, 9/28; may have seen her even though there’s no note 

671 14 Did see Marla on the 24th 
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671 17 

68 1 8  

68/24-6913 

69 14-7 

691 10 

69 116-19 

7016 

70 1 12-18 

70 124 

71 16-13 

71 122 

72 15 

72 17-10 

72 122 

Doesn’t remember if it was before or after surgery 

Writes down every time he walks into a patient’s room 

Noted patient was paraplegic from E-1 down; level questionable due to patient’s 
consciousness; 

On the 25‘”’ noted no movement in her legs, no sensation; had not yet determined level - 
could be L-1 

She wasn’t awake enough yet (because of just being through surgery) 

Spoke with either Kralik or Telesz; somebody wanted another CT; Rosenberg wanted a 
head CT 

CT revealed the head was clear 

Didn’t discuss the chest CT 

Nobody told him anything whatsoever 

It would have been natural to have discussed chest CT with him on the 23rd; they wouldn’t 
tell him or like for him to know the CT had been misread 

Was not involved for PEG 

Rocltenstein is a radiologist 

9/23 read of superior mediastinal hemorrhage must be the report of 9/23 by Rocltenstein 

It was a summarization of the x-ray reports 

CONSULT OF OCTOBER 30TH 

73 I13 

73 116 

73 1 2 1-25 

74 13-12 

Was called back (1 0-30-97) 

Made a “written” record 

Thought patient. niay have a subdural hygroma 

Patient’s chief Complaints - diplopia, homomymous gaze, sees double when looking to the 
right; right pupil larger then left, paretic from 9/23/97; high brain function. satisfactory; 
follows commands well; h l l  ROM on upper limbs; paraplegia 

Paraplegia froin T-5; profound analgia from T-5 to L-1 on the right; patient feels 
suppositories when inserted in the rectum; 

Further read of second consult note into the record 

74 1 20- 

75 I 1-23 
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7614  

76 I 17-25 

7714  

77 17-9 

77 I 1 4  

77 122 

77125-781 1 

7813 

7811 5-7917 

79 I 14-22 

79125-80121 

There was no change in the CT findings between his consults 

The cause of the blurred vision may have been because the pupils were still different sizes; 
most likely due to trauma to the right eye 

Trauma Irom the collision 

There was no increased cranial pressure 

The CT was because there was a concern of subdural hygroma 

He disagreed with that read 

The CT should really be read by a neuroradiologist; Mercy has one 

Dr. McNulty is the neuroradiologist; he didn’t read - Sos was called 

Objection and discussion of DTKs line of questioning as to the surgical quality assurance 
committee 

There are no specialty departments under surgery; all categories fall under the Department 
of Surgery 

Taber’s objection to: 

“Did thwt QA committee perform n ~ o r b ~ d i ~ / n ~ o i ~ t u l ~ ~  reviews on a ~ o n t h l ~  basis?” 

PROCEDURE OF PREPARING CONSULT REPORTS 

81 17-10 

81 121-25 

82 I 16-20 

8 2/23 -8 3 12 

83 16-23 

The consult talks with the person who calls them and then a report is written 

Not aware of the existence of any written policy, protocol or procedure of how a consult was 
to communicate findings 

When speaking with Kralik, Sos was told Marla was paraplegic; recalls from the chart a 
note stating risk of paraplegia discussed with husband 

If Kralik asked for Sos’ opinion as to the paraplegia, then Sos would have given him an 
answer: ICralik h e w  too 

Transection of the aorta, even with cases of paraplegia, sometimes evolve over several hours 
depending on clots or other causes; it’s not usual to have a transection immediately 
paraplegic or it develops 6 hrs or 3 days; sometimes patients with cardiorespirato~ arrest 
wake up paraplegic 
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.1,2/22/98 14:28 FAX 330 454 1599 A .  SOS. M.D. INC 

1445 Harrison Ave NW #305 

Phone 330454-65 17 
Fax 330-454-1599 

-ton OH 44708-2620 

Born in Castellon de la Plana, Spain, April 18,1937 

Graduated High School with Honors, Spais I954 

Universidad de Madrid Medical School. Graduated MD m 1962 

Medical Corps, Spanish Army, 1962- 1963 

Resident, Neurosurgery, Institute for Neurological Sciences, Madrid, 1964-1 967 

ECFMG Examination, 1967 

US EDUCATTON: 

1/1/68 - 12/31/68 

1/1/69 - 06/30/69 

07/0 1/69 - 06/30/70 
-. 

07/01 /70 - 06/30/74 

07/0 1/74 - 09/30/74 

11/01/74 - 12’78 

1979 

Internship, Unity Hospital, Brooklyn, New York 

Neur~logy Residency, Georgetown University, VA Hospital, 
washingon, Dc 

General Surgery Residency, University of Louisville Medical 
School, Louis-dle, KY 

Neurowgay, Good samaritan ’ Hospital, Christ Hospital, 
Cincinnati General Hospital and Children’s Hospital, Cincinnati OH 
Chief Resident, 7/1/73 to 6/30/74 

Teaching and Research Fellowship, Mayfeld Neurological LnstitUte, 
Cincinnati OH 

Attending Neurosurgeon, NeurosurgiCd Service, “F~rancisco France" 
University Hospital, Madrid, Spain 



12/22/98 1-1~26 FAX 330 451 1599 A. SOS, M . D .  INC 
1 

r ,  . 
a 0 2  

1980 

1980 

09/94 

Licensed to practice medicine in Ort, # 35-044414 

Established Neurosurgical Practice in Canton, OH 

Passed I” part of European Neurosurgery Boards 

Mercy Medical Center, Canton, OH Active Stagsince 1980 

Massillon C o m x n ~ ~ & ~  Hospital courtesy staf€ 

MEMBERSHIPS 

LifeBanc, Board of Trustees, Cleveland, OH. 
Ohio State Me&cal Association 
Stark County Medical Society 
Ohio Neurosurgical Society 
Mayfield Society 

Honorary Member - Sociedad Luso Espanola de Neurocircugia (Miembro Correspondiente) 

PUBLICATIONS 

“Melanotic Scbwannoma of the Acoutic Nerve” Archive Pathology and Laboratory 
Medicine, February 1996. 

%one Dysplasia with Invohrement of the Skull”, Jo~nmil, Tnstitute of Neurological 
Science, Madrid, Spain, 1965. 

“0 rganLPhosphate Insecticides” Tropical Medical, Spain, 1964 
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