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----------- R A J A  S H E ~ ~ R = - ~ ~ ~ ~  

o f  l a w f u l  a g e ,  a w i t n e s s  h e r e i n ,  c a l l e d  by t h e  

p l a i n t i f f s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  c r o s s - e x a m i n a t i o n  

p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  O h i o  R u l e s  of  C i v i l  P r o c e d u r e ,  b e i n g  

f i r s t  d u l y  s w o r n ,  as h e r e i n a f t e r  c e r t i f i e d ,  was 

examined  a n d  t e s t i f i e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

- - - - -  

----------------- CROSS- EXAM1 NATION 

BY MR. PTELLINO: 

Q. Would you s t a t e  y o u r  f u l l  name,  p l e a s e ,  D o c t o r ?  

A.  My name i s  R a j a  S h e k a r .  I h a v e  c h a n g e  t h e  name, 

as  you can see f r o m  t h e  c o p y  o f  my CV. 

My old name was R a j a s h e k a r a j a h .  

Q. You c h a n g e d  y o u r  name t o  Raja  S h e k a r ?  

A. R i g h t .  

Q .  Sou were b o r n  i n  I n d i a ?  

A *  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q. And you  r e c e i v e d  a l l  y o u r  s c h o o l i n g  i n  I n d i a ?  

A.  M e d i c a l ,  u p  t o  m e d i c a l  c o l l e g e ,  r i g h t .  

Q *  Up t h r o u g h ?  

A. M e d i c a l  c o l l e g e ,  r i g h t .  

u .  Why d o n ' t  y o u  j u s t ,  i f  you c o u l d ,  t e l l  m e  how 

c o l l e g e  a n d  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  w o r k s  i n  I n d i a ?  What 

t r a i n i n g  you r e c e i v e d  o v e r  t h e r e ?  

A .  You -- a t  t h e  t ime I d i d  f i n i s h  h i g h  s c h o o l f  a n d  

FLOWERS & V E R S A G I  COURT R ~ ~ ~ R ~ E ~ S  (216) 771-  
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t h e n  you w i l l  h a v e  two y e a r s  of U n i v e r s i t y ,  € o l l o ~ i n g  

t h a t  you w i l l  h a v e  -- you w i l l  j o i n  t h e  medica l  

s c h o o l p  a n d  f r o m  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  you g r a d u a t e d  i n  

r o u g h l y  f i v e  y e a r s .  

You d o  a r o t a t i n g  i n t e r n s h i p ,  t h e n  you 

w i l l  g r a d u a t e .  

& e  i d  you d o  a r o t a t i n g  i n t e r ~ ~ s h i p ?  

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

From 

T h a t s s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. I t a k e  i t  t h e n  t h a t  was n o t  i n  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  

s p e c i a l t y ?  

A ,  N o  * 

D i d  you d o  a n y  s p e c i a l t y  i n t e r n s h i p  i n  I n d i a ?  

A.  I d i d .  I was a n  i n s t r u c t o r r  1 

p a t h o l o g y  i n  t h e  m e d i c a l  schooll a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  I d i d  

d o ,  I j o i n  t h e  p o s t g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l  i n  A l l  I n d i a  

I n s t i t u t e  i n  D e l i .  

I d i d  s i x  m o n t h s  of  n e u r o s u r g e r y ,  t h e n  

s i x  mon ths  of m e d i c i n e ,  a n d  t h e n  I j o i n  M.D.f a n d  I 

came here .  M.D. means t h a t ' s  p o s t g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e .  

Q. Then you came t o  t h e  U n i t e d  

A. T h a t  I s c o r r e c t .  

Why d i d  you come t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ?  

A. To -- I t h o u g h t  I would g e t  b e t t e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  

----I_ -_lll_lll_llll 
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a n d  g o  -- my p l a n  was t o  g o  b a c k ,  t h e n  my p l a n s  

c h a n g e  e 

Q .  What d i d  you h a v e  t o  d o  t o  come f r o m  I n d i a  t o  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ?  

A,  I was t o  p a s s  t h e  ECFMG and  t h e n  a p p l y  f o r  

Q .  D i d  you h a v e  t o  o B t a i n  a p o s i t i o n  b e f o r e  you 

l e f t  I n d i a ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  y e s .  

Q. Was t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  ~ r o n x - L e ~ a n o n  

B o s p i  t a l ?  

A .  Yes 

(2. And y o u  d i d  a n  i n t e r n s h i p  t h e r e  f o r  o n e  y e a r  i n  

i n t e r n a l  m e d i c i n e ?  

A, T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  

Q. Then d i d  you a t h r e e  y e a r  r e s i d e n c y  i n  i n t e r n a l  

m e d i c i n e  a t  B e t h - I s r a e l  Pliedical C e n t e r ?  

A. Two y e a r s ,  T o t a l  one y e a r  i n  s t r a i g h t  m e d i c i n e  

i n t e r n s h i p ,  p l u s  two y e a r s  of r e s i d e n c y  a t  

B e t h- I s r a e l  I would be  t h r e e  t h e n ,  

Q .  Your CV,  i t  s a y s  -- d o  you h a v e  a c o p y ?  Do you 

h a v e  t h e  CV w i t h  y o u ?  

I t  s a y s  ' 7 1  t o  ' 7 4  a t  Be th- I s r ae l .  

A .  No. ' 7 2  t o  '774. T h i s  was ' 7 1  t o  ' 7 2 ,  means  i t  

was a c t u a l l y  f rom J u l y  t o  J u l y .  T h e r e  was -- t h a t  s 

FLOWERS Sr V E R S A G I  COURT REPORTERS (21 1 7 7 1- 8 0 1 8  



2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

10 

11 

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

l e i  

1 7  

18 

19 

20  

2 1  

2 2  

23 

2 4  

2 5  

i n c o r r e c t .  "72 t o  ' 7  

cz.  Then you  d i d  a F e l l o w s h i p  i n  i n f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e  

a t  t h e  Cook C o u n t y  H o s p i t a l  i n  

C h i c a g o ?  

A. T h a t  s r i g h t .  

And you  a r e  Boa rded  i n  I n t e r n a l  M e d i c i n e  and  

I n f e c t i o u s  D i s e a s e ?  

A. C o r r e c t .  

Q .  I t a k e  i t  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  a l l  t h e  i n t e r n s h i p s  a n d  

r e s i d e n c i e s  t h a t  you  h a v e  u n d e r g o n e  a s  p a r t  o f  y o u r  

t r a i n i n g  -- 
A, Yes e 

-- t h a t  a r e  l i s t e d  o n  youa: CV? 

Y O U ~ ~ ~  n e v e r  d o n e  a n y  r e s i d e n c y  o r  

i n t e r n s h i p  i n  t h e  s p e c i a l t y  o f  c a r d i o l o g y ?  

A .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t $  

& e  O r  p e d i a t r i c  c a r d i o l o g y ?  

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. S a y s  y o u ' r e  a n  a s s i s t a n t  c l i n i c a l  p r o f e s s o r  of  

m e d i c i n e  a t  Case W e s t e r n  R e s e r v e  U n i v e r s i t y  f r o m  ' 

t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime ;  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q *  Who d i d  you t e a c h ?  

A. R e s i d e n t s  a n d  medical s t u d e n t s ,  

Q .  Do you t e a c h  c l a s s e s  a t  C a s e ?  

FLOWERS SC VERSAGI COURT R E P O R T E R S  (21 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

a 1  

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

1 9  

2 0  

2 1  

2 2  

2 3  

2 4  

2 5  

A. No. I t e a c h  c l i n i c a l  m e d i c i n e  f o r  s t u d e n t s  who 

r o t a t e  a t  S a i n t  L u k e ' s  H o s p i t a l ,  

Q .  How o f t e n  d o  you do  t h a t ?  

A. Whenever t h e r e  i s  r o t a t i o n .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  when I 

t a k e  o v e r ,  two m o n t h s  a y e a r ,  p o s s i b l y ;  a n d  t h e n  

wheneve r  I do c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a r o u n d  

t h e r e ,  I t e a c h  them.  

Q .  D i d  you l o o k  a t  t h e  CV b e f o r e  t h e  d e p o s i t i o n ?  

A. No * 

Q. L e t  me hand  i t  t o  you ,  t h e n  a s k  you i f  i t  i s  

up- t o-d a t e.  

I s  i t  u p- t o- d a t e  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  medical  

s o c i e t i e s  t h a t  you b e l o n g  t o ?  

A. C h i c a g o  Plledi a1  S o c i e t y ,  I used  t o  b e l o n g  t o ,  

n o t  anymore ;  a n d  ' cha t  i s  c o i r e c t ,  t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t ,  

I j u s t  -- a f t e r  J a n u a r y  I am p a s t  

p r e s i d e n t ;  and  I l l i n o i s ,  I am n o t  anymore ,  I u s e d  t o  

be  t h e r e .  I a m  member of m e d i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n .  

A s  f a r  a s  h o s p i t a l s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d ?  

Q ,  Yes, 

A. I am a t  S a i n t  L u k e ' s r  a n d  Mer id ia ,  and  

H i l l c r e s t ,  a n d  Marymount,  a n d  of  c o u r s e  Women's 

H o s p i t a l  i s  n o t  t h e r e  anymore .  

T h a t  Cook Coun ty  H o s p i t a l ,  when  I was 

t h e r e  i n  I l l i n o i s .  

FLOWERS & V E R S A G I  COURT R E P O R T E R S  ( 2 1  
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j Q. Could I have t h a t  back? 
I 

I Have you a u t h o r e d  any a r t i c l e s  o r  

p u b l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  f i e l  of c a r d i o l o g y  O K  

p e d i a t r i c  c a r d i o l o g y ?  

A. F i e l d  O S  c a r d i o l o g y ,  9: w i l l  say e n d o c a r d i t i s  I 

have done some work, That  i s  i n f e c t i o n  i n  t h e  h e a r t .  

52. Is t h a t  one a r t i c l e  o r  more t h a n  one a r t i c l e ?  

A. More t h a n  one a r t i c l e .  

& .  Does t h a t  r e l a t e  more t o  i n f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e  than  

c a r d  i o l  ogy? 

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q -  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  d i d  I a sk  you abou t  Board 

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a l r e a d y ?  

MR. S E I B E L :  NQ e 

Q .  You a r e  Boarded i n  I n t e r n a l  Medicine a n d  

I n f e c t i o u s  D i s e a s e ?  

A. T h a t f s  c o r r e c t .  

Those a r e  t h e  o n l y  s p e c i a l t i e s  t h a t  you a r e  

Boarded i n ?  

MR. S E I B E L :  You d i d  a s k  h im 

t h a t  b e f o r e .  

A. Yes. 

&.  I s e e .  D i d  you p a s s  both  t h o s e  exams t h e  f i r s t  

t i m e  you took them? 

A. That I s c o r r e c t  e 

FLOWERS ti V E R S A G I  COURT R E P O R T E R S  (21 
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Q. Do you h a v e  a n y  r e c o r d s  i n  y o u r  p o s s e s s i o n  f o r  a 

a t i e n t  named K a i t l i n  S t e v e n s ?  

A. No. I -- a f t e r  I g o t  l e t t e r  f r o m  y o u l  I a sked  

my l a w y e r  t o  p r o v i d e  m e  w i t h  t h e  r e c o r d .  We s e n d  m e  a 

c o p y  of t h e  EKG. I d o n ' t  h a v e  a n y  r e c o r d s  m y s e l f .  

Q .  Do you h a v e  a c o p y  o f  t h a t  E K G ?  

A. I t  i s  i n s i d e .  Do you w a n t  m e  t o  b r i n y  i t?  

Q. Why d o n ' t  you .  I t  m i g h t  m a k e  i t  e a s i e r .  

A. Yes, 

( I n t e r r u p t i o n  i n  p r o c e e d i n g s . )  

( D r .  S h e k a r  D e p o s i t i o n  E x h i b i t s  l and  2 

marked  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . )  

- - - - -  

--------------- BY MR. MELLINO:  

Q .  D o c t o r f  you b r o u g h t  t h r e e  p i e c e s  o f  p a p e r  o u t  of 

y o u r  o f f i c e ,  w h a t  I had marked i s  two of t h e  t h r e e  

s h e e t s  of  p a p e r r  w h a t  was -- 

MR. S E I B E L :  You d o n ' t  have  t o  

a n s w e r .  

Q .  -- t h e  t h i r d  o n e ?  

MR. S E I B E L :  1 am i n s t r u c t i n g  

t h e  D o c t o r  n o t  t o  answec .  

We j u s t  t o l d  you h e  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a 

c h a r t  f o r  t h i s  p a t i e n t .  When you a t t e m p t e d  t o  

FLOWERS & V E R S A G I  COURT R E P O R T E R S  (216) 7 7 1 - 8 0 1  
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s u b p o e n a  him o r  s u b p o e n a  him f o r  t h i s  d e p o s i t i o n ,  a t  

h i s  r e q u e s t  I s u p p l i e d  him w i t h  a copy  of  

w h i c h  b e a r s  h i s  s i g n a t u r e ;  beyond  t h a t r  Y O U  a r e  n o t  

e n t i t l e d  t o  a n y  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  

d o c u m e n t s ,  t h e  t h r e e  d o c u m e n t s  t h a t  he  b r o u g h t  o u t  

i n t o  t h i s  room f o r  t h i s  d e p o s i t i o n .  You h a v e  b e e n  

g i v e n  p a r t  o f  w h a t  I s e n t  t h e  d o c t o r ,  a n d  t h e  r e s t  of  

i t  y o u ' r e  n o t  e n t i t l e d  t o ,  i t s s  a t t o r n e y / c ~ i e n t  

p r i v i l e g e  and  h e  d o e s n ' t  h a v e  t o  a n s w e r  y o u r  q u e s t i o n .  

MR. M E L L I N Q ~  Well ,  w e  d o n ' t  

know i f  i t ' s  p r ~ v i l e ~ e d  u n l e s s  w e  c a n  g e t  i t  

i d e n t i f i e d  on  t h e  r e c o r d .  

MR. S E I B E L :  I g u e s s  w e  d o n ' t .  

MR, MELLINO:  T h a t ' s  t h e  p o i n t .  

--------------- BY MR. M E L L I ~ O ~  

& e  You d i d  b r i n g  t h r e e  s h e e t s  of  pa e r  o u t  i n t o  t h e  

d e p o s i t i o n ;  d i d  you n o t ?  

MR. S E I B E L :  You c a n  a n s w e r  

t h a t .  

A. Yes. 

MR. MELLINO:  And you a r e  n o t  

g o i n g  t o  l e t  him a n s w e r  w h a t  t h e  -- j u s t  w h a t  i t  was? 

I mean,  i f  it was a l e t t e r  o r  -- 
MR. S E I B E L :  No. I t @ s  

p r i v i l e g e d  a t t o r n e y / c l i e n t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .  
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Would you i d e n t i f y  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  E x h i b i t s  1. 

and  2?  

a. T h e s e  a r e  t . h e  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  E K G  t h a t  9 r e c e i v e d  

f r o m  my a t t o r n e y .  

Q *  Is it two c o p i e s  of t h e  same EKG? 

A. T h a t  s r i g h t -  

Is  t h a t  y o u r  s i g n a t u r e  on t h e  EKG? 

A .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. Did you r e a d  t h e  EKG? 

A. Y e s .  

H o w  i s  i t  t h a t  y o u  read t h e  ERG? 

A. I t  was r e a d  by t h e  c o m p u t e r  a s  p o o r  d a t a .  

A s  w h a t ?  

A. Poo r  d a t a ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  may be  a d v e r s e l y  

a f f e c t e d .  

Q .  L e t  m e  i n t e r r u p t  you f o r  a m i n u t e  b e c a u s e  my 

q u e s t i o n  was p o o r l y  p h r a s e d .  

I n  J u l y  of 1 9 9 0  you a p p a r e n t l y  had 

some r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Boo th  H o s p i t a l  t h a t  y o u  were 

r e a d i n g  EKG's t h a t  were d o n e  f o r  o u t p a t i e n t s  a t  t h a t  

h o s p i t a l ?  

A. O u t p a t i e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  i n p a t i e n t ,  y e s .  

Q. What was t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ?  

a. 1: was i n  c h a r g e  of  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  of m e d i c i n e  

a n d  I was r e a d i n g  E K G  on a c o n t r a c t  b a s i s  w i t h  t h e  
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B o o t h  H o s p i t a l .  

€2. Was t h e  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  you y o u r s e l f ,  

i n d i v i d u a l l y ?  

A,  I b e l i e v e  s o r  y e s .  

Q .  Were you p r a c t i c i n g  w i t h  a g r o u p  at t h a t  t i m e ?  

A. No. I h a v e  a c o r ~ o r a t i o n ,  b u t  I was p r a c t i c i n g  

by m y s e l f .  

You h a v e  a c o p y  of  t h a t  c o n t r a c t ?  

A. I d o n ' t t .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  I d o n ' t  know. 

v *  You d o n ' t  know w h e r e  i t  is?  

A. No c. 

Q .  Who was t h e  c o n t r a c t  w i t h ,  you and  who was t h e  

o t h e r  p a r t y ?  

A. T h e  h o s p i t a l .  

Q .  Boo th  Memor ia l  H o s p i t a l ?  

A. R i g h t ,  

9. I ' m  s o r r y .  What was y o u r  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  

h o s p i t a l ?  

A. I was  t h e  -- I t h i n k  t h e  c h i e f  o f  m e d i c i n e  

d e p a r t m e n t  t h e r e .  

Q .  Was t h e r e  a c a r d i o l o g y  d e p a r t m e n t  a t  B o o t h ?  

A. No * 

Q .  Were t h e r e  any  c a r d i o l o g i s t s  on s t a f f  a t  B o o t h ?  

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I know o f .  

(2. P a r d o n  me? 
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A. No, t h e r e  was no c a r  i o l s g y  d e p a r t m e n t  a s  s u c h ,  

was d e p a r t m e n t  of m e d i c i n e .  

e i d  y o u r  c o r p o r a t i o n  h a v e  a n y  e m p l o y e e s  b e s i  

y o u r  s e l f ?  

A,  No. I mean, s e c r e t a r i e s  I have .  

Q .  You were t h e  o n l y  p h y s i c i a n ?  

A .  P h y s i c i a n ,  c o r r e c t .  

Q .  You were t h e  o n l y  s h a r e h o l d e r  of  t h e  

c o r p o r a t i o n ?  

a. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q *  What was t h e  name of t h e  ~ o K p o r ~ t i o n ?  

A. S h e k a r  I n t e r n a l  Med ic ine ,  I n c ,  

Q .  Is t h a t  c o r p o r a t i o n  s t i l l  i n  e x i s t  

A. C o r r e c t ,  Yes. 

Q. And you s t i l l  p r a c t i c e  u n d e r  t h a t ,  i n  t h a t  

COKpOKatiOn? 

A. R i g h t .  

Q. A r e  you s t i l l  t h e  o n l y  e m p l o y e e ?  

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ?  

& e  P h y s i c i a n  e m p l o y e e ?  

You s t a r t e d  i n  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  i n  

A. Bo. I was on t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  Cook C o u n t y  

H o s p i t a l ,  U n i v e r s i t y  I l l i n o i s  i n  ' 7 6 .  I was d o i n g  

some c o n s u l t a t i o n  work t h e r e ,  b u t  my p r a c t i c e  I 
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s t a r t e d  when I came h e r e  i n  1 

Q .  W h e r e  d i d  you work?  Where d i d  you s t a r t  w o r k i n g  

i n  ' 8 2 2  

A ,  S h a k e r  H o s p i t a l .  I t h i n k  i t  i s  c a l l e d  

S h a k e r  Hos i t a l r  w h i c h  was i n  e x i s t e n c e ,  t h a t  i s  where 

I came. 

u .  Where was t h a t ?  

A. I t  i s  o n  S h a k e r  ~ o u l e ~ a r d ,  j u s t  c l o s e  t o  

S a i n t  L u k e s  s. 

42. Does t h i s  h o s p i t a l  s t i l l  e x i s t ?  

A. &or i t  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t ,  

Q .  Were you p r a c t i c i n g  u n d e r  y o u r  c o r p o r a t i o n  t h e n  

i n  ' 8 2 ?  

A. No, had -- I s t a r t e d  a s  a s o l e  p r a c  

t h e n  I g o t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e .  I d a n ' t  know 

when e x a c t l y .  

Q .  Have you a l w a y s  p r a c t i c e d  a s  a s o l e  

p r a c t i t i o n e r ?  

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q .  When d i d  you i n c o r p o r a t e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. Somet ime maybe a y e a r  o r  two 

a f t e r  I came h e r e .  

Q .  Were you a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  a n y  o t h e r  h o s p i t a l s  

b e s i d e s  Shaker  H o s p i t a l  i n  ' 82 '2  

A. YesI I was. S a i n t  L u k e ' s ,  t h a t  was a f f i l i a t e d  
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w i t h  a t  t h e  t i m e ;  a n d  I do b e l i e v e  Z was a f f i l i a t e d  

w i t h  Boo th  i n  ' $ 2 .  

Q .  Were you a ~ f i l i a t . e d  w i t h  B o o t h  €ram ' 8 2  u n t i l  i t  

w e n t  o u t  of b u s i n e s s ?  

A, ! W a t t s  r i g h t .  

& *  When d i d  you  s t a r t  r e a d i n g  E K G ' s  f o r  B o o t h ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y ,  maybe a b o u t  '8 

Q e  Was t h e  c o n t r a c t ;  a y e a r l y  c o n t r a c t ?  What was 

t h e  p e r i o d  of t ime  t h a t  -- 
A. Yes, y e a r l y  c o n t r a c t ,  t h e n  g o e s  o v e r .  

Q .  When was t h e  l a s t  y e a r  i t  was r enewed?  

A. I b e l i e v e  i t  was renewed u n t i l  it c l o s e ,  t h e n  

b e f o r e  t h a t  t h e y  g a v e  me a n o t i c e  s a y i n g  t h e y  a r e  

g o i n g  t o  t e r m i n a t e  t h e  c o n t r a c t .  

Q. You d o n ' t  h a v e  c o p i e s  of a n y  of t h e s e  c o n t r a c t s ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  k e e p  them w i t h  m e .  Zlh 

somewhere ,  but .  when h o s p i t a l  c l o s e ,  I p u t  t h  

Q *  You p u t  them away? 

A. I h a v e  t o  g i v e  t o  my s e c r e t a r i e s  t o  p u t  t h e m  

away. 

Q .  You h a v e n ' t  d e s t r o y e d  them?  

A. No, I h a v e  n o t  d e s t r o y e d  them,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e .  

MR. SEIBEL: I n  a l l  f a i r n e s s !  

you d o n ' t  know w h a t  y o u r  s e c r e t a r i e s  d i d  w i t h  them,  d o  

you?  
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THE WITNESS:  No. I h a v e  n o t  

i n s t r u c t e ~  t h e m  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e m  o r  a n y t h i n g ,  I 

p r e s u m e  t h e y  would be a r o u n d .  

9. Do you know who was r e a d i n g  t h e  E K G ' s  a t  

b e f o r e  y o u ?  

A. D r ,  K r a l l  was r e a d i n g  them b e f o r e ,  

I z e  D o c t o r  who? 

A. K-r-a-1-1, K r a l l .  

Q .  What i s  h i s  s p e c i a l t y ?  

A. H e  was a c a r d i o l o g i s t .  

Q .  Why d i d  h e  s t o p  r e a d i n g  t h e m ?  

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Do you know why i t  was t h a t  yo 

t h e m ?  

1 s t a r t e d  r e a d i n g  

A. Yes, i t  was i n  t h e  a d m i ~ i s t r a t i o n ~  a s k e d  m e  

w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  I c a n  d o  t h a t .  I s a y  y e s l  I would  b e  

w i l l i n g  t o  d o  t h a t .  I u s e d  t o  go  r e g u l a r  b a s i s  t h e r e  

t o  do c o n s u l t a t i o n  work f o r  i n t e r n a l  m e d i c i n e  a n d  

i n f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e .  I u s e d  t o  be  a r o u n d .  I t  was n o t  

much  o f  a p r o b l e m  f o r  m e  t o  yo  t h e r e  because I u s e d  t o  

g o  t h e r e ,  and  t h e y  want  m e  t o  lread b e c a u s e  I was 

i l a b l e  e a s y ,  t h a t  was -- 
u .  Who s p e c i f i c a l l y  f rom Boo th  asked  you t o  do 

t h i s ?  

A. T h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r .  A l s o  t h e  c h i e f  o f  m e d i c i n e  

_ ~ - - l  ____ -- 
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a t  t h a t  t i m e  f o r  o n c o l o g y ,  S t a n l e y  P o s t . .  

Q e  What was t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ' s  name? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e m e r ~ b e r  h i s  name. 

5 2 .  What e x p e r i e n c e  d i d  you h a v e  r e a d i n g  ERG'S? 

a. I was a n  i n t e r n i s t ,  I u s e d  t o  r e a d  t h e  E K G  w i t h  

my p a t i e n t s ,  and  r e a d  -- d u r i n g  my t r a i n i n g  I had  r e a d  

KG". 

Q .  D u r i n g  w h a t ?  

a. D u r i n g  my t r a i n i n g  i n  i n t e r n a l  m e d i c i n e  I d i d  

r e a d  E H G ' s s .  

Q .  P r i o r  t o  '8 o r  ' 8 7 ,  p r i o r  t o  wha teve r  t i m e  you 

s t a r t e d  r e a d i n g  t h e  E G ' s  a t  Boo th ,  had you d o n e  t h i s  

a t  a n y  o t h e r  h o s p i t a l ?  

No si 

You mean when y o u  

h i s , "  you mean b e e n  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t  l i k e  

t h i s ?  

MR. M E L L ~ ~ O ~  No, I d i d n ' t  mean 

t h a t .  

MR. SEIBEL: You mean r e a d i n g  

E K G '  s. 

A. R e a d i n g  my E K G ' s ,  1 u s e d  t o  read E K G ' s  when I 

a d m i t t e d  my p a t i e n t s  o r  i n  my o f f i c e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e .  

And s a y  I a d m i t t e d  a p a t i e n t  t o  h o s p i t a l ,  I wou ld  r e a d  

t h e  E K G  of  t h o s e  p a t i e n t s ;  b u t  n o t  i n  a n  o f f i c i a l  way, 
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t h i s  f a s h i o n ,  

d i n t o  t h i s  ~ o n t r ~ ~ ~  w i t h  t h r  

were you r e s p o n s i b ~ e  f o r  r e a d i n g  a l l  t h e  E K G ' s  t h a t  

were d o n e  

A. That's c o r r e c t .  R i g h t .  

When you read y o u r  own a t i e n t s s "  E G ' s ,  w e K e  you 

a s s i s t e d  by e i t h e r  r e a ~ i n g  o r  c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  a 

A, It was Yea 0 b u t  n o t  -- I mean c o n s u l t ,  i f  

I n e e d  a n y t h i n g  f u t u r e  f o x  t h e  EKG.  I n  p a u t i c u l a r  I 

d i d n ' t  n e e d  a c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  

B u t  was t h e  E R G  r e a d  by a c a r  l i s t  f i r s t ?  

n e c e s s a r i l y  f i r s t ,  no ,  I t  d e ~ e n d  o n  when i t  

was d o n e .  L i k e  f K examplel I can d o  a n  E K G  o n  t h e  

f l o o r  when I ~ ~ ~ i t t e ~  a p a t i e n t  a n d  I would i n t e r p r e t  

t h e  EKG be  o r e  t h e  c a r d i o l o  i s t  read i t .  

B e f o r e  t h e  ~ a K d i o l o g i s t  Iread i t ;  i s  t h a t  what  

you  s a i d ?  

A. Y e s .  I n  t h e  e ~ e ~ g e ~ ~ ~ y  s i ~ u a t i o n O  y e s ,  

u t  a c a r d i o l  g i s t  would -- 
A. ~ n t e r p r e t ,  y e s .  

Q .  B u t  t h e  E R G ' S  t h a t  w e r e  o n e  w h i l e  you w e r e  

u n d e r  c o n t I r a ~ ~  a t  Boo th  t o  read t h e  E K G ' s ,  t h o s e  EKG's 

would  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  read a n d  i n  e r p r e t e d  by 

c a r ~ i o l o ~ i s t s ?  
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A ,  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t . .  

MR. S E I B E L :  we l l ,  o n e  s e c o n d .  

D o  you know f o r  a f a c t  t h a t  none  o f  

t h e  E K G ' s  t h a t  you read were l i k e w i s e  i n t e r p r e t e d  by a 

THE W I T N E S S :  T h e r e  was no 

p r o v i s i o n  f o r  a c a r d i o l o g i s t  t o  read my E K G ' s  

a f t e r w a r d s  on a r e g u l a r  b a s i s .  

h a t ' s  n o t  t o  s a y  

t h e  EKG's were n o t  e v e n t u a l l y  read by a c a r d i o l o g i s t  

f o r  some r e a s o n ?  

TIlE WITNESS:  R i g h t ,  T h a t  i s  

n o t  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  

-.=-------------.z BY MR. MELLINOe 

Q. T h e r e  was no  c a r d i o l o g i s t  t h a t  had  a c o n t r a c t  

w i t h  Boo th  t o  read t h e  same E K G ' s  t h a t  you were 

r e a d i n g ,  was t h e r e ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge .  

(2. What was t h e  p u r p o s e  of y o u r  r e a d i n g  t h e  E K G ' s ?  

A.  My p u r p o s e  was t o  -- many a t ime p a t i e n t  used  t o  

go  t o  a s u r g e r y ,  t o  d e t e c t  a n y  a c u t e  c h a n g e s  i n  

r h y t h m i a  o r  a n y  e l e c t r o l y t e  i m b a l a n c e s  t h a t  m i g h t  be 

t h e r e ,  and  a l s o  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h e r e  was no u n u s u a l  

a b n o r m ~ l i t i e s  t h a t  m i g h t  be d e t K i m e ~ t a 1  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  

of t h e  p a t i e n t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  t h a t  were g o i n g  
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f o r  s u r g e r y  e 

Q .  What i n f o r m a t i o n  d i d  you h a v e  a b o u t  t h e  p a t i e n t  

p r i o r  t o  r e  d i n g  t h e  EKG's? 

A. Any p a t i e n t  o r  t h i s  p a t i e n t  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ?  

Q .  No. Any p a t i e n t ?  

A. I would  h a v e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  was on  t h e  

s h e e t  m o s t l y ,  w h i c h  would b e  a g e  of t h e  p a t i e n t ,  sex  

of t h e  p a t i e n t ,  a n d  a n y  o t h e r  c l i n i  a l  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  

m i g h t  be  g i v e n  f o r  o r d e r i n g  t h e  E K G ,  w h i c h  i s  n o t  

a l w a y s  -- 
Q *  How would  you know t h e  p a t i e n t  was g o i n g  t o  

s u r g e r y  o r  n o t ?  

A. be i n d i c a t e d ,  b e c a u s e  s u r g e r y ,  t h a t  

wou ld  be d o n e ,  T h e r e  would  be a l i s t  of e v e r y  p a t i e n t  

who were s u p p o s e d  t o  go t o  s u r g e r y  o r  i n d i c a t i o n  who 

was t o  g o  f o r  s u r g e r y .  

a .  T h a t  would  be w r i t t e n  on t h e  EKG o r  wou ld  i t  be 

a s e p a r a t e  -- 
A. R i g h t  e 

c2.  -I r e c o r d ?  

A. Not on t h e  E K G ,  n e c e s s a r i l y ,  b u t  somewhere  t h e r e  

would  b e  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  s u r g e r y  f o r  p a t i e n t .  

* Where would t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  h a v e  Deen? 

A. On s o m e t i m e s  maybe o n  t h e  EKG i t s e l f ,  o r  

s o m e t i m e s  j u s t  a s l i p  o f  p a p e r .  
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Q .  Well ,  would  t h e r e  be  a s l i p  o f  p a p e r  t h a t  would 

h a v e  b e e n  s e p a r a t e  f r o m  t h e  E K G ?  

A, T h a t g s  r i g h t .  I t  c o u l d  be ,  y e s .  

u .  Is t h e r e  a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  i n t e r p K e t a ~ i Q n  be tween  

a n  E R G  p r e s c r i b e d  f o r  a n  a d u l t  a n d  f o r  a c h i l d ?  

A. Y e s ,  i t  would  be. 

Q -  What i n f  oKInation d i d  you h a v e  b o u t  why t h e  E K G  

was b e i n g  o r d e r e d  f o r  K a i t l i n  S t e v e n s ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  now. 

& e  W e l l ,  i f  i t  had b e e n  d o n e  t o  r u l e  o u t  a 

c o n d i t i o n ,  would t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  you 

wou ld  have  been p r o v i d e d  w i t h ?  

M R S .  CWRULAS: O b  J e c t  i o n .  

u .  You c a n  a n s w e r .  

A. Can you r e p e a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a g a i n ?  

Q .  S u r e .  

I f  t h e  EKG were e i n g  o r d e r e d  t o  r u l e  

o u t  a c o n d i t i o n ,  would  t h a t  h a v e  been  i n f o r m a t i o n  you 

would  h a v e  Deen g i v e n ?  

MRS, CWRULAS: O b j e c t i o n .  

a. I b e l i e v e  s o .  I mean, i t  wouLd h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  

by  t h e  t e c h n i c i a n s  i f  i t  was  i n d i c a t e d ,  o r  t h e r e  would  

be a s l i p  t h a t  i s  a t t a c h e d ,  meaning  s o m e t i m e s  i t  m i g h t  

b e  t h e r e .  

Q .  Wow were y o u  p a i d  f o r  r e a d i n g  t h e  E R G ' S ?  
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I A, I was p a i d  o n  a m o n t h l y  b a s i s ,  n o t  f o r  

i n d i v i d u a l  E R G ' S .  A m o n t h l y  c e r t a i n  sura,  

Q. You were p a i d  a c e r t a i n  s u m  m o n t h l y  f o r  r e a d i n g  

a l l  t h e  EKG's t h a t  were d o n e  t h a t  month a t  

A ,  T h a t u  s r i g h t ,  

R e g a r d l e s s  of  t h e  number of E R G i $  t h a t  were 

d o n e ?  

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ?  

Q .  And you were p a i d  by B o o t h ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q -  So you would  h a v e  b e e n  a n  employee  of' Boo th  f o r  

t h e  p u r p o s e  of r e a d i n g  t h e s e  E R G ' S ?  

MRe PARKER:  O b 3  e c t  i o n .  

'Don! t a n s w e r  t h a t ,  

D o c t o r ,  R e a l l y ,  t h a t  i s  a l e g a l  c o n c l u s i o n  q u e s t i o n ,  

C h r i s ,  w h e t h e r  you e s t a b l i s h  i t ' s  a c o n t r a c t ,  w h e t h e r  

i t 8 s  a n  e m p l o y e e  O K  e m p l o y e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  

c o n t r a c t o r / c o n t r a c t e e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i s  

s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  D o c t o r  i s  g o i n g  t o  a n s w e r ,  

MR, MELLINQ: I d o n ' t  t h i n k  

w h e t h e r  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  h i m s e l f  a n  empdoyee i s  r e a l l y  a 

l e g a l  q u e s t i o n  o r  n o t .  

MR. S E I B E L :  B e  i s  n o t  g o i n g  t o  

an s w  e r i t . 
MR. M E L L I ~ O ~  I t  m i g h t  h a v e  
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l e g a l  i m ~ l i c a t i o n s ,  b u t  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  m a k e  i t  a l e g a l  

q u e s t i o n  e 

We i s  n o t  g o i n g  t o  

a n s w e r .  

MR. M E L L I N O :  Okay. 

___------------ BY MR. M E L L I N Q :  

Q .  E a r l y- o n  you  were g o i n g  t o  t e l l  m e  a b o u t  how t h e  

i s  a c t u a l l y  r e a d  a n d  I c u t  you  o f f .  

Cou ld  you go ahead a n d  t e l l  m e  now how 

EKG's a r e  a c t u a l l y  r e a d .  

Do you w a n t  t h i s  

o n e  o r  i n  g e n e r a l ?  

MR. ~ E L L I ~ O ~  I n  g e n e r a l .  

a. I n  g e n e r a l ?  Okay. 

I w o u l d  go  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  a n d  I w i l l  

go  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e c o r d s  a n d  I w i l l  g o  t h r o u g h  

i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o r d s  and  r e a d  t h e  EKGss. 

I f  t h e r e ' s  a ~ o m p ~ t e r  p r i n t o u t  l i k e  

t h i s ,  I wou ld  l o o k  t h r o u g h  a n d  i f :  I a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  I w i l l  s i g n  i t .  If I -- I d i d n ' t t ,  I 

w o u l d  s c r a t c h  t h e  p a r t  t h a t  was n o t  c o r r e c t  o r  wh ich  I 

t h o u g h t  was; i f  need  be ,  I. would  a d d  one  o r  kwo l i n e s .  

Q .  You s a i d  i n  y o u r  a n s w e r  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  were 

c o m p u t e r  r e a d o u t s  t h a t  you  would  d o  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  were 

t h e r e  some t h a t  d i d n '  t h a v e  c o m p u t e r  r e a d o u t s ?  
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A. Then I wou ld  s a y  t h a t  wha t  my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

was, I would  s a y  t h a t  i t  i s  n o r m a l  E K G ,  O K  i t  i s  s i n u s  

r h y t h m  o r  a n y  rhythiu  a b n o r m a l i t y .  

I w i l l  s a y  i f  t h e r e  was a n y  c l o t s ,  I 

c a n  s a y  i f  a n y  hy e r t r o p h y ,  I w i l l  r e f e r  t o  t h a t .  I f  

t h e r e  were a n y  a c u t e  c h a n g e s ,  I would r e f e r  t o  them.  

Q. Why wou ld  some h a v e  a c o m p u t e r  r e a d i n g  a n d  some 

w o u l d n ' t ?  

A. I t  d e p e n d  o n  t h e  mach ine .  What m a c h i n e  t h e y  had  

a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

u .  You mean -- I d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  y o u r  a n s w e r .  

A. C e r t a i n  t i m e  p e r i o d  i n  when I was r e a d i n g  t h e r e  

were m a c h i n e s  t h a t  would i n t e r p r e t  t h e m ,  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  

m a c h i n e ;  o t h e r  t imes  t h e r e  were m a c h i n e  t h a t  d i d n ' t  

h a v e  t h i s  i ~ t e r ~ r e ~ a t i o n .  

I s  t h i s  a m a c h i n e  t h e y  g o t  w h i l e  you were -- 
A .  D u r i n g .  

Q. -- w h i l e  you  were d o i n g  i t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q .  So b e f o r e  a c e r t a i n  t ime  p e r i o d  you wou ld  h a v e  

r e a d  a l l  of t hem y o u r s e l f ;  a f t e r  t h e y  g o t  t h i s  

m a c h i n e ,  t h e y  make t h e  c o m p u t e r  r e a d  t hem f i r s t ?  

A ,  C o r r e c t .  

Q. Do you know when t h e y  g o t  t h e  m a c h i n e ?  

A.  No e 
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Q .  a r e n t l y  t h e y  had  t h e  m a c h i n e  by J u l y  o f  L 

A. R i g h t .  

Q .  So t h e  r e a d i n g s  t h a t  a r e  on t h e  E x h i b i t s  1 

a n d  2 ,  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  p o o r  d a t a  q u a l i t y  nd a l l  t h o s e  

f i n d i n g s ,  t h e y  would h a v e  b e e n  d o n e  by t h e  c o m p u t e r ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  

Q .  Are t h e r e  a d d i t i o n a l  f i n d i n g s  on  t h i s  E K G  t h a t  

t h e  c o m p u t e r  d i d n #  t l i s t ?  

A. N o ,  I w o u l d n ' t  s a y  so.  

Q .  So y o u ' r e  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h e  c o m p u t e r  h a s  l i s t e d  

a11 t h e  a b n ~ r m a ~ ~ t i e ~  t h a t  a r e  r e s e n t  on  t h i s  E K G ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q .   hen y o u r  a t t o r n e y  s e n t  you t h e  copy  0% t h e  E K G ,  

d i d  you r e v i e w  i t  a g a i n ?  

A. Yes, 

Q e  To d e t e r m i n e  t h e  a c c u r a c y ?  

A. R i g h t .  

(2. Of t h o s e  f i n d i n g s ?  

A. Yes. 

u .  When was t h a t ;  do  you r e c a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember.  

Q e  Somet ime a f t e r  you r e c e i v e d  t h e  s u b  

y o u r  d e p o s i t i o n ?  

A. R i g h t .  

Do you know who programmed t h e  c o m p u t e r  t h a t  

F L O ~ E ~ S  & V E R S A G I  COURT R E ~ O R T E R S  (216) 771- 801  
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r e a d  t h e  p r i n t o u t ,  t h e s e  f i n d i n g s ?  

A. I d o n ' t .  

Q. Do y o u  know if t h e r e  was a s e p a r a t e  p r o g r a m  f o r  

p e d i a t r i c  E K G ' s  a n d  f o r  a d u l t  E K G ' s ?  

A. R i g h t .  T h a t ,  I knew. 

Q .  T h e r e  was a s e p a r a t e  p r o g r a m ?  

I b e l i e v e  s o ,  

&. Who would  h a v e  b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  making  s u r e  

t h e  c o r r e c t  t h a t  t h e  EKG was i n t e r r u ~ t e d  u n d e r  

p r o g r a m ?  

14R e PARKER : 

Q .  You can a n s w e r ,  

A. I mean, you  w i l l  h a v e  t o  P 

Obj ec t  i on .  

a t  i t  a g a i n .  

A g a i n ,  t h e  t e c h n i c i a n  would be  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s w i t c h i n g  t h a t ,  p e d i a t r i c  o r  a d u l t ,  

t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  f o r  c o m p u t e r  i n t e r p r e ~ a ~ i o n ~  

T h e  t e c h n i c i a n  would  be t h e  one t o  d e t e r m i n e  

u n d e r  w h i c h  p r o g r a m  t h e  EKC would  be r e v i e w e d  u n d e r ?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  c o m p u t e r  i s  c o n c e r n e d .  

Q .  How wou ld  you know when you go  o v e r  t o  read  

these  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  i t  was r e v i e w e d  u n d e r  t h e  

p e d i a t r i c  o r  a d u l t  p r o g r a m ,  o r  would  you know? 

A. No. I mean, I d o n f t  remember now how I would  

h a v e  k n o w n ~  w h e t h e r  t h a t  would be a s e p a r a t e  p r i n t  o r  

n o t .  
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To m e  t h i s  d i d n ' t  m a t t e r  t o o  much, a s  

f a r  a s  I agreed  w i t h  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  r e a l l y ,  

w h e t h e r  i t  i s  f o r  p e d i a t r i c  o r  a d u l t .  I mean,  e v e n  

f o r  p e d i a t r i c  t h i s  i s  a b n o r m a l ,  

Q .  I'm n o t  s u r e  w h e t h e r  o r  r iot  you a n s w e r e d  w h e t h e r  

o r  n o t  you would  know u n d e r  w h i c h  progra in  i t  was r u n .  

A. I d o n u t  know how I would  h a v e  known, 

E i t h e r  wayl i f  t h i s  was r u n  u n d e r  a n  a d u l t  

p r o g r a m  o r  p e d i a t r i c  p r o g r a m l  t h i s  i s  s t i l l  a n  

a b n o r m a l  EKG? 

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  

Q .  Would t h i s  E K G  p u t  a d o c t o r  on n o t i c e  i f  

O b j e c t i o n .  

t h e r e  

were -- o r  t h a t  f o l l o w- u p  n e e d e d  t o  be d o n e  w i - h  t h e  

p a t i e n t  on t h e  a b n o r m a l  f i n d i n g s ?  

MRS.  CARULAS : 

A. Do you wan t  me t o  a n s w e r ?  

Q .  Yes, u n l e s s  y o u r  a t t o r n e y  i n s t r u c t s  you n o t  t o  

a n s w e r ,  you c a n  a n s w e r .  

THE W I T N E S S :  Do you w a n t  me t o  

a n s w e r  3 

MR. S E I B E L :  L e t  m e  bear t h e  

q u e s t i o n  a g a i n .  

- - - - -  

( Q u e s t i o n  r e a  

- . . " - - -  
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MR. S E I B E L :  Go a h e a d ,  

A. R e a l l y ,  I d o n ' t  know, X am n o t  a ~ e d i a t r i c i a n .  

I wou ld  s a y  t h i s  i s  a b n o r m a l  EKG. A s  

f a r  a s  how and  w h a t  s h o u l d  be d o n e ,  i s  up t o  t h e  

phy s i c i a n  e 

Q -  When you read t h e s e  EKG's, d i d  you e v e r  m a k e  

n d a t i o n s  t o  t h e  c l i n i c i a n s ?  

A.  i d  make r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  c l i n i c i a n s .  

Q .  Would you h a v e  done  t h a t  on  y o u r  r e p o r t s ,  would  

t h i s  h a v e  b e e n  v e r b a l ,  o r  how would i t  h a v e  been d o n e ?  

A. I would  m a k e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  on  t h e  r e p o r t p  b u t  

mos t  of t h e  t i m e  I would  r e p o r t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p e o p l e  

who a r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  90 f o r  s u r g e r y ,  i f  I f e l t  t h e y  

s h o u l d n 9 t  90 o r  s o m e t h i n g  s e r i o u s ,  t h a t l s  how I would 

d o  i t ,  c a l l  t h e  p h y s i c i a n  a n d  s a y  we s h o u l d  c a n c e l  

s u r g e r y ,  f o r  example .  

Q .  Do you know D r ,  S u n d a r e s h ?  

A. Y e s ,  I d o .  

Q. D i d  you know him i n  J u l y  o f  

A. Y e s ,  I d i d .  

Q .  How l o n y  h a v e  you known h im?  

A. 2 0 ,  3 0  y e a r s .  3 0  y e a r s .  

a .  How i s  i t  t h a t  you know him? 

A. H e  i s  f r o m  same m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  a s  I a m  f r o m .  W e  

h a v e  known s i n c e  t h e n ,  
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Did  you t a l k  t o  him a b o u t  t h e  EKG? 

A ,  No. No, I d i d  n o t  t a l k  t o  h im o u t  t h e  EMG. 

i d  you know t h a t  t h i s  was h i s  

A. No, I do now. A t  t h a t  t ime when I read  t h e  

E K G ,  ~ r o ~ a b ~ y  I may n o t  h a v e  known who i l l e d  o u t  t h e  

t o p .  I j u s t  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h i s .  

Q. Well ,  i t  h a s  D r .  S u n d a r e s h ' s  name o n  i t ?  

A. R i g h t .  I mean,  w h a t  I am t r y i n g  t o  s a y f  I may 

n o t  l o o k  i n t o  t h e  who r e f e r r e d  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  

Q. You s a y  you m i g h t  n o t  h a v e  l o o k e d  a t  i t ?  

A.  1 m i g h t  h a v e  l o o k e d  a t  i t ,  t o  

Q. But i t  was on  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, 

Q .  S u n d a r e s h ' s  name i s  on  t h e  EKG? 

A. 

Q .  S o  i f  you had  n o t i c e d  t h a t ,  you would h a v e  known 

i t  was h i s  p a t i e n t ?  

A.  R i g h t .  D e f i n i t e l y .  

Q. Did  you e v e r  h a v e  o c c a s i o n  t o  m a k e  

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  t o  Dr.  Sundawesh a b o u t  -- l e t  m e  s t a r t  

o v e r .  

D id  you e v e r  h a v e  o c c a s i o n  t o  m a k e  

wecommendat ions  t o  D r .  S u n d a r e s h  a b o u t  h i s  p a t i e n t s  

a f t e r  you had  i n t e r p r e t e d  E K G ' s  d o n e  on  h i s  p a t i e n t s ?  

A. I d o n * t  r e c a l l ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

F L O ~ E ~ S  & ~ E R S A ~ I  COURT  PORTER§ (21 1 771-8018 



3 2  

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

1 2  

1 3  

E 4  

1 5  

1 6  

17 

18 

1 

2 0  

21 

22 

2 3  

2 4  

Q *  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  o n e  way o r  t h e  o t h e r ?  

A ,  R i g h t .  

8 .  What  i s  a n  a b n o r m a l  s u p e r i o r  f a c t o r ?  

A. A ~ n o r m a l  s u p e r i o r  f a c t o r ?  

Q .  Yes. 

I d o n ' t  know. 

Q *  You d o n ' t  know w h a t  t h a t  i s ?  

A. N O  * 

Q *  Do y o u  know w h a t  a l e f t  a n t e r i o r  hern ib lock  i s ?  

A. Yes, I know t h a t ,  

Q. What i s  t h a t ?  

A.  I t  i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  c o n d u c t i o n  of  t h e  i m p u l s e  

f r o m  t h e  a t r i u m  t o  t h e  v e n t r i c l e  t r a v e l s  t h r o u g h  a n  

a b n o r m a l  p a t h  b e c a u s e  of  t h e  b l o c k a g e  f rom o n e  of t h e  

c o n d u c t i o n  f a s c i c l e s ,  a n d  i t  would  show a l e f t  a x i s  

d e v i a t i o n .  

Q.  W h a t f s  a l e f t  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n ?  

A. T h a t  i s  a Q R S  complex  h a v i n g  an a x i s  b e n d i n g  t o  

t h e  l e f t .  

Q *  Is t h e r e  a l e f t  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n  on  t h a t  E K G ?  

A. I n  t h i s  E R G ?  

u .  Yes. 

A. Yes, t h e r e  i s .  

Q e  How c a n  you t e l l  t h a t ?  

1 
1 2 5  I A. n t e l l  t h a t  by t h e  Q R S  complex  i n  

~ L O ~ E R S  ti V E R S A G I  COURT REPORTERS (21 
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t h e  111, aVF i n  e r i o r .  No. Wai t ,  

B .  D o  you mind i f  I j u s t  l o o k  o v e r  you r  s h o u l d e r ?  

A. 1 @ m  s o r r y .  L e t  m e  yo o v e r  t h i s  t h i n g  a g a i n ,  

I c a n n o t  see i t  v e r y  w e l l  on  -- f r om 

t h i s .  I c a n  s a y  t h a t  i n  t h e  aV , t h e  m a j o r  p o r t i o n  i s  

b e l o w  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  l i n e ,  w h i c h  means i n  t h e  v e c t o r  

i s  p o i n t i n g  up .  

Q *  What 1 would  l i k e  t o  o i s  on my copy  of 

t h e  E K G ,  i f  you would c i r c l e  t h a t  p a r t  w h e r e  y o u  a r e  

t a l k i n g  a b o u t ?  

a. I n  t h e  aVF t h  v e c t o r  -- I mean t h e  Q R S  c o m p l e x l  

m a j o r i t y  of i t  i s  be low t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  l i n e .  

c 2 .  J u s t  p u t  y o u r  i n i t i a l s  t h e r e  by t h a t  c i r c l e .  

MR. MELL 1 NO : Would Y O U  mark 

t h a t  a s  3 .  

- - - - -  

( D r .  S h e k a r  D e p o s i t i o n  E x h i b i t  3 

marked f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  1 

Q .  T h i s  i s  Dr.  S h e k a r  E x h i b i t  3 ,  t h i s  i s  my c o p y  of 

t h e  E K G  w h i c h  you c i r c l e d ,  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  s t r i p  t h a t  

shows  l e f t  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n ,  c o r r e c t ?  

You h a v e  t o  a n s w e r  o u t  l o u d .  

A. Yes. 

Q. On y o u r  c o p y ,  on E x h i b i t  1, where  i t  s a y s  P-R-T 
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a x e s ,  5 4  2 5 0 ;  d o  you see  t h a t ?  

A. Yes. 

4-20 5 8  i s  c i r c l e d ?  

A. R i g h t .  

Q .  Who c i r c l e d  t h a t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  I: d o n ' t  remember.  

Q .  B i d  you c i r c l e  i t ?  

A. No. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Was i t  c i r c l e d  when you g o t  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember.  

PIR. S E I B E L :  You mean on  t h e  

o r i g i n a l ,  C h r i s ?  

MK. MELLINO:  P a r d o n  me? 

You mean on  t h e  

o r i g i n a l ?  A l l  h e ' s  e v e r  g o t t e n  was t h e  c o p y ,  

c u r r e n t l y .  

PIR. MELLIMO: Yes, y o u ' r e  r i g h t .  

D id  you c i r c l e  i t  o n  t h e  o r i g i n a l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  t h a t  I 

wou ld  h a v e .  

(2. On t h e  copy  i t ' s  a l r e a d y  c i r c l e d ,  r i g h t ?  

A. R i g h t .  T h i s  c o p y  i s  c i r c l e d .  On h e r e  i t  is n o t  

c i r c l e d .  

Q .  W h a t  i s  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  2-50? 

A. T h a t  i s  t h e  R wave a x i s ,  2 5 0 ,  2 5 0  i s  it. d i r e c t s  

FLOWERS & VERSAGI: COURT R ~ ~ O ~ T E R S  (216) 7 7 1- 8 0 1  
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i t  -- t h e  a n g l e  o n  t h e  p r o j e c t i o n  i n  t h e  a n t e r i o r  -- 
w h a t  s h o u l d  I s a y ?  Mow s h o u l d  I s a y ?  

I t  i s  t h e  r o j e c t i o n  of  t h e  Q R S  

complex  i n  t h e  v e c t o r .  

You wan t  m e  t o  c i r c l e  i t  a n d  show y o u ?  

Q .  I t h o u g h t  1 saw a d i a g r a m  on  t h i s .  I t  would be 

o n  t h e s e  ~ W O ~  t h i s  i s  E x h i b i t  2? 

A *  Y e s .  I j u s t  made t h a t  u p  t o  -- 
Q .  You drew t h i s  d i a g r a m  on 2 ?  

a. Y e s ,  

Q .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  d o e s  t h e  2 5 0  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  t o  d o  

w i t h  l e f t  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n ?  

A. No. I t  wou1d e r i g h t  a x i s .  

Q .  What d o e s  t h e  250 mean? Does t h a t  d i a g r  

e x p l a i n  w h a t  t h e  250 means?  

A ,  Y e s .  T h a t  d i a g r a m  h e l p  e x p l a i n  w h a t  2 5 0  means ,  

y e s .  

Q .  Why d o n l t .  you e x p l a i n  t o  m e  w h a t  i t  means .  

A. We p r o j e c t  t h e  E K G  QRS axes  o n  h o r i z o n t a l  a n d  

v e r t i c a l  p l a n e s ,  and  t h i s  i s  t h e  I ,  and  th is  i s  aVF;  

a n d  t h i s  i s  a n  a V F .  

I f  i t  i s  p o s i t i v e ,  i t  w i l l  b e  

p r o j e c t e d  i n  t h i s  f a s h i o n ;  i f  i t  i s  n e g a t i v e ,  i t  would  

be p r o j e c t i o n  h i g h e r  up;  a n d  i f  i t  i s  2 5 0 ,  t h i s  i s  

t h i s  i s  z e r o ,  t h i s  w i l l  be  1 8 0 ,  270 ,  and  250 a x i s  

FLOWERS & V E R S A G I  COURT R E P O R T E R S  ( 2 1 6 )  771- 8018 
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w o u l d  be somewhere  h e r e .  

Q e  A l l  r i g h t ,  What d o e s  t h a t  mean? 

A. I am s o r r y .  

8. Is t h a t  a r i g h t  a x i s ?  

A. I ' m  s o r r y .  Yes. T h i s  i s  r i g h t  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n .  

u .  So t h i s  E R G  h a s  b o t h  r i g h t  a x i s  a n d  l e f t  a x i s  

d e v i a t i o n ?  

A. A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s .  Then i f  you p r o j e c t  w i t h  

t h e  -- a l m o s t  p r o j e c t  t h e  w h o l e  t h i n g  a g a i n  -- l e t  m e  

t r y  a n d  d o  t h i s  o t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  -- s o  i n  I, i t  i s  

m i n u s ,  s o  i t  w o u l d  b e  i n  h e r e ;  a n d  i n  aVF a l s o  i t  is 

m i n u s ,  w h i c h  wou ld  be h e r e .  

Q .  Yes? 

A. So a l e f t  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n  i s  t h e  one  w h e r e i n  

t h e  -- it s h o u l d  b e  a b o v e  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  a x i s ,  o k a y ;  

a n d  r i g h t  a x i s  i s  t h e  o n e  w h e r e i n  i t  w i l l  be r i g h t  o f  

t h i s  a n d  i n  h e r e ,  t h i s  w i l l  a c t u a l l y  p r o j e c t  t o  

somewhere  he re .  

Q .  So z e r o  i s  a c t u a l l y  r i g h t  h e r e  w h e r e  y o u  had  1:) 

A. R i g h t .  And I. m e a n t  1 8 0 r  b u t  t h i s  i s  

would  be 1 

Q *  Yes, 

A. So 2 5 0  would  D e  h e r e .  

Q *  T h a t ' s  a l e f t  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n ?  

A. I t  i s  i n d i c a t e d  n e i t h e r  l e f t  o r  r i g h t  axis h e r e ,  

FLOWERS & VERSAGI COURT' REPORTERS (216) 771-801 
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When you  a c t u a l l y  d o  -- a t  t h i s  t i m e  when you a c t u a l l y  

a s k  t h a t ,  j u s t  l o o k  i n t o  t h i s  r a t h e r  t h a n  a t  t h e  

Lead  I, So t h e  -- i f  you  h a v e  t o  g o  w i t h  b o t h ,  you  

h a v e  t o  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  b o t h  of t hem.  I f  you  do i t ,  

w o u l d  p r o j e c t  t o  s o - c a l l e d  i n d e t e r m i n a t e .  I t  cou1d  be 

e x t r e m e  l e f t  o r  e x t r e m e  r i g h t ,  t h e  way you i n t e r p r e t  

i t .  

( 5 0  Which o n e  i s  i t?  

A. You c a n  t a k e  y o u r  p i c k .  

Q .  So i t ' s  e i t h e r  e x t r e m e  r i g h t  o r  i t ' s  e x t r e m e  

l e f t ,  t a k e  y o u r  p i c k ?  

a, Y e s .  

MR. S E I B E L : :  Based  upon  

Q .  W h a t ' s  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h i s  f i n d i n g  i n  te rms 

of t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  c l i n i c a l  s t a t u s ?  

A.  No. The Q R S  c o m p l e x  i s  p r o j e c t i n g  i n  a v e r y  

&. W h a t ' s  t h e  c l i n i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  

a b n o r m a l i t y ?  

A. T h i s  c o u l d  be b r o u g h t  on  by v e n t r i c u l a r  

h y p e K t r o p ~ y ,  w h i c h  it i s  t h e r e  a l r e a d y .  

Q .  C o u l d  i t  a l s o  be c a u s e d  by a comple te  AV c a n a l  

d e f e c t ?  

A. I t  c o u l d  b e ,  y e s .  

F L Q W E R ~  ti VERSAGI COURT ~ E ~ O R T ~ R S  (21 
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When you  were e x p l a i n i n g  t h i s  t o  m e  b e f o r e  you 

s a i d  t h i s  o n e  be low t h e  l i n e  would  be p o s i t i v e r  and  

t h e  o n e s  g o i n g  t h i s  way would e n e g a t i v e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q .  So wou ld  t h e  250 b e  e x p r e s s e d  a s  a n e g a t i v e ?  

A .  No. I t  i s  -- w i l l  b e  -- n o r  i t  w i l l  be  

e x p r e s s e d  up t o  AV. I mean, up t o  h e r e  a s  n e g a t i v e .  

T h i s  q u a d r a n t  would  e n e g a t i v e ,  a n d  h i s  would  b e  

p o s  i t i v  e.  

Q .  I t ' s  p o s i t i v e  a l l  t h e  way o v e r  t o  2 7 0 ?  

A. R i g h t ,  

Q .  Y o u ' v e  n e v e r  h e a r d  t h i s  ~ u a d r a n t  a s  b e i n g  

n e g a t i v e ?  

A. No. 

I ' m  s o r r y .  I f o r g o t  y o u r  answer  when 1 a s k e d  

you a b o u t  t h a t  De ing  caused by a c o m p l e t e  AV c a n a l  

d e f e c t ,  w h a t  d i d  you s a y ?  

A. I t  m i g h t  b e .  

Q .  T h e  f i n d i n g  of  e i t h e r  a n  e x t r e m e  r i g h t  o r  l e f t  

a x i s  d e v i a t i o n  i s  n o t  o n e  of  t h e  a b n o r m a l i t i e s  a s  

m e n t i o n e d  by t h  ~ 0 m p u t ~ 3 ~ ~  i s  i t ?  

A. R i g h t .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  And I am i n t e r p r e  

a t  t h a t  t i m e  a s  t h e m  b e i n g  p a r t  of t h e  v e n t r i c u l a r  

h y p e r  t r o p h y  i t s  e l  f 

Q .  Wel l r  s h o u l d  o n e  of t h e  f i n d i n g s  be e i t h e r  

FLOWERS & VERSAGI COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-  
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ex t reme r i g h t  o r  l e f t  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n ?  

A. I t  c o u l d  be ,  y e s ;  b u t  a s  I s a i d ,  I m i g h t  h a v e  

i n t e r p r e t e d  i t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  a s  t h i s  b e i n g  p a r t  of t h e  

v e n t r i c u l a r  h y p e r ~ r o p h y ~  w h i c h  i n d e e d  g a v e  u s  r i g h t  

a x i s  d e v i a t i o n ,  

(d. Well ,  d o e s  r i g h t  v e n t r i c u l a r  h y p e r t r o p h y  g i v e  

you l e f t  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n ?  

A. No. I s a i d  t h a t  -- t h a t  i n c o r r e c t l y  on my p a r t ,  

t o  s a y  i t  was l e f t  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n .  1 s a i d  j u s t  b a s e d  

on -- on aVF, I s a i d  r a t h e r  t h a n  t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  

t h e  w h o l e  E K G ,  

Q .  You c o n f u s e d  m e .  

A re  you s a y i n g  t h i s  EMG d o e s  n o t  h a v e  

l e f t  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n ?  

A. T h i s  E K G  I s a i d  has a n  i ~ d e t e r r n i n a t e  a x i s ,  and  

t h i s  would  be  more  c o m p a t i b l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  v i ew  of 

t h e  r i g h t  v e n t r i c u l a r  h y p e r t r o p h y ,  a s  extreme r i g h t  

a x i s  d e v i a t i o n .  T h a t  p a r t  t h a t  I s a i d  was i n c o r r e c t .  

I mean o n l y  by l o o k i n g  a t  a V F ,  because i t  d i d  go  i n  a 

n e g a t i v e  way. 

MR. S E I B E L :  D o c t o r p  i n  a l l  

f a i r n e s s  t o  y o u ,  h e  a s k e d  you b e f o r e  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  a r e  

i n d i c a t i o n s  on t h i s  EKG of  a l e f t  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n ,  and  

I b e l i e v e  you i d e n t i f i e d  t h e r e  a r e  i n  t h e  aVF Lead, 

FLOWERS ti V E R S A G I  COURT R E P O R T E R S  (216) 7 7 1- 8 0 1 8  
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b u t  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  -- 
A, Rxyh t ,  Y o u ' r e  l o o k i n g  a t  t h a t ,  i s  n o t  j u s t  l e f t  

a x i s  d e v i a t i o n ,  i t  i s  i n d e t e r m i n a t e  a s  p l o t t e d  o u t  

now. 

Q .  J u s t  a n s w e r  my q u e s t i o n  s o  t h e r e  i s  no c o n f u s i o n  

o n  t h e  r e c o r d .  

Is t h e r e  l e f t  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n .  on  t h i s  

EKG s t r i p ?  

MR. S E I B E L :  A s  a w h o l e  o r  

s p e c i f i c a l l y ?  

A. T h e  aVF I would  s a y  i n d i c a t e d  i n  n e g a t i v e  

v e c t o r ,  T h a t ,  I would  s a y .  

Q .  Which means w h a t ?  

A ,  Which means  t h a t  it would b e  a b o v e  t h e  

h o r i z o n t a l  l i n e ,  t h e  a x i s  would  be a b o v e  t h e  

h o r i z o n t a l .  l i n e .  

Q .  Is t h a t  l e f t  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n ?  

A. I t  c o u l d  be e x t r e m e  l e  xtreme r i g h t ,  I 

s a i d ,  

Q. Okayc 

A .  I d o n ' t  mean t o  be r e s i s t a n t .  I j u s t  w e n t  o v e r  

t h a t  i n  s i m p l i s t i c  way f i r s t ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  l o o k i n g  i n t o  

the  Lead 1, a l s o .  

Q .  I j u s t  want  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  I u n d e r s t a n d  what 

y o u r  t e s t i m o n y  i s .  

F L O W E ~ S  ti V E R S A G I  COURT R E ~ O R T E R ~  (216) 771-801 
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you t e l l i n g  me t h a t  t h i s  E K G  c a n  

be i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  e i t h e r  ~ a v i ~ ~ g  e x t r e m e  r i g h t  a x i s  o r  

ex t reme l e f  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n ,  e i t h e r  o n e ?  

A, R i g h t .  

I t ' s  d e p e n d s  on how you i n t e r p r e t  i t?  

R i g h t s  

8 .  B u t  i t .  d e f i n i t e l y  h a s  o n e  o r  t h e  o t h e r ?  

A. R i g h t .  Yes, It i s  n t a norma% E K G .  

Q .  It e i t h e r  h a s  a n  e x t r e m e  r i g h t  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n  o r  

a n  e x t r e m e  l e f t  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n  o n  i t?  

A. R i g h t .  

Y o u ' r e  s a y i n g  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ?  

A ,  I t  c o u l d  b e ,  b u t  a s  I: s a i  , i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  I 

wou ld  s a y  i t  would  i n d i c a t e  r i g h t ,  e x t r e m e  r i y h  

d e v ~ a t i o ~ *  

Q e  Y o u r  i n t e r ~ r e t a t i o ~  of t h i s  i s  r i g h t  a x i s  

~ e v i a t i o n  more s o  t h a n  l e f t  a x i s  

A .  T h a t g  s c o r r e c t .  

Q .  And i f  you  were i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h i s  E K G  t o d a y ,  

w o u l d  you i n c l u d e  t h e  a ~ ~ i t i o n a l  f i n ~ i n g  of e x t r e m e  

r i g h t  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n  a s  o n e  of  t h e  f i n d i n g s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  f o r  sure .  I i n t e r ~ r e t e d  t h i s  

a s  C o m p a t i D l e  w i t h  r i g h t  v e n t r i c u l a r  h y p e r t r o p h y .  

&.  i n 9  o f  r i g h t  VentKiCUlaH hyper tKOphy  

t h a t  i s  o n  t h e  E G s t r i p  you f e l t  wou ld  a l e r t  a 

F L ~ ~ E R ~  & V E R S  S I  COURT REPQ 
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p e d i a t r i c i a n  who was l o o k i n g  a t  t h i s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

t h e r e  was r i g h t  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n ?  

A. R i g h t  e 

Ir'lRS e C ~ R U L A S  :: O b j e c t  i o n .  

Q .  L e t  m e  a s k  you t o  a s s u m e  t h a t  t h i s  EKG s t r i p  

shows  l e f t  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n  i n s t e a d  of  r i g h t  a x i s  

d e v i a t i o n ,  s h o u l d  t h e  f i n d i n g  o f  l e f t  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n  

h a v e  b e e n  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  a b n o r m a l  f i n d i n g ?  

MR. SEIBEL: Are you a s k i n g  h i m  

t o  assume s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  he d o e s n ' t  b e l i e v e  i s  t h e r e ?  

I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  u n f a i r  t o  t h e  D o c t o r .  He i s  n o t  g o i n g  

t o  a n s w e r  t h a t .  

MR. MELEINO:  W a i t  a m i n u t e .  H e  

s a i d  t h i s  c o u l d  be i n t e r p r e t e d  e i t h e r  wayr  e i t h e r  

r i g h t  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n  o r  l e f t  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n .  

MR. SEIBEL: T h a t ' s  n o t  w h a t  h e  

s a i d .  He s a i d  i n  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  EKG.  H e  s a i d  -- he  

i d e n t i f i e d  some p o r t i o n  o f  i t .  

MR. MELLINO:  Wel l r  t h e  r e c o r d  

i s  g o i n g  t o  be  v e r y  c l e a r .  L e t ' s  c o n t i n u e  a s k i n g  t h e  

q u e s t i o n s ,  

MR. SEIBEL: Move on t o  a n o t h e r  

q u e s t i o n .  N e  i s  n o t  g o i n g  t o  a n s w e r  y o u r  

h y p o t h e t i c a l .  

MR. M E L L I N O ~  T h a t ' s  f i n e .  G e t  

FLOWERS & V E R S A G I  COURT R E P ~ R T E R ~  (216) 771-881 
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t h a t  on t h e  r e c o r d  b e c a u s e  w e ' l l  g o  t h e  t o  c o u r t  and  

g e t  s a n c t i o n s  b e c a u s e  t h a t ' s  g r o s s l y  i m p r o p e r .  

--------------- BY MR. MELLIMQ: 

Q *  A l l  r i g h t .  I wan t  you t o  assume t h a t  someDody 

would  r e a d  t h i s  s t r i p  a n d  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  f i n d i n g  t h a t  

we h a v e  t a l k e d  a b o u t ,  t h e  P-R-T a x e s  2 5 0  a s  b e i n g  

l e f t  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n  a s  opposed  t o  r i g h t  a x i s  

d e v i a t i o n ,  i f  you assume t h a t ,  s h o u l d  t h e  f i n d i n g  of 

l e f t  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  i n c l u d e d  a s  a s p e c i f i c  

f i n d i n g  on  t h e  E K G  s t r i p ?  

MR. S E I B E L : :  You d o n ' t  have  t o  

a n s w e r  t h a t .  H e ' s  i n s t r u c t e d  n o t  t o  a n s w e r .  

Q *  Did  you a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  t h i s  E K G  would b e  r e a d  

by  a c a r d i o l o g i s t  a f t e r  you read i t ?  

A. No. 

Q .  A r e  y o u  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  a n y  c a r d i o l o g y  t e x t ?  

A ,  I h a v e  A d u l t  C a r d i o l o g y ,  n o t  p e d i a t r i c ,  A d u l t .  

Q e  Y o u s v e  read  -- 
A. I h a v e  A d u l t  C a r d i o l o g y .  I n t e r n a l  M e d i c i n e  and  

A d u l t  C a r d i o l o g y .  

Q .  What  t e x t  h a v e  you r e a d ?  

A. I j u s t  s a y .  And I h a v e  r e a d  H e r t z  & Brownwald,  

n o t  a l l  of i t ,  p a r t s  o f  i t .  

Q .  W h a t ' s  t h e  name of  t h a t  t e x t ?  

A.  Brownwald T e x t b o o k  o f  C a r d i o l o g y .  

F L O W ~ R S  & V E R S A  T REP~RTERS (216) 7 7 1- 8  
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1 Q .  And you h a v e  n o t  r e a d  a n y  p e d i a t r i c  c a r d i o l o g y  

t e x t ?  

A, No D 

Q. Do you know what  t e x t  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  

a u t h o r i t a t i v e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of  p e d i a t r i c  c a r d i o l o g y ?  

a. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q .  Have you r e a d  a n y  a r t i c l e s  o r  any  o t h e r  

p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  e i t h e r  c a r d i o l o g y  o r  

p e d i a t r i c  c a r d i o l o g y ?  

A. C a r d i o l o g y ,  y e s F  n o t  p e d i a t r i c  c a r d i o l o g y .  

Q .  What a r t i c l e s  h a v e  you r e a d ?  

A ,  I d o n ' t  remember a l l  t h e  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  I h a v e  

read.  

Q. B u t  t h i s  would h a v e  j u s t  b e e n  i n  a d u l t  

c a r d  i o l  o g y ?  

A .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q .  When you were r e a d i n g  t h e s e  E R G ' S ,  i n t e r p r e t i n g  

t h e  E K G ' s F  d i d  you r e f e r  t o  a t e x t b o o k  t o  a s s i s t  you 

i n  r e a d i n g  them?  

A. Yeah, I had a n  E R G  book ,  n o t  a t e x t  book ,  a n  EKG 

book .  Medic  and  C h u n g ' s  r e f e r e n c e ,  s o r t  of u s e d  t o  

read t h a t .  

Q. What was t h e  name of t h a t ?  

A .  C-h-u-n-g. Medic ,  C-h-u-n-g. 

Q. Those  a r e  t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  t h e  book? 

i 
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A. Y e s ,  

Q. What  i s  t h e  name of  t h e  book?  

A. I d o n ' t  know t h e  names.  

u .  I t a k e  i t  Y O U  h a v e  n e v e r  r a c t i c e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d  

of p e d i a t r i c s ?  

A. T h a t r s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. Y o u @ v e  n e v e r  t r e a t e d  c h i l d r e n ?  

A, No. O t h e r  t h a n  -- no a 

T h a t B s  r i g h t .  O t h e r  t h a n  a s  a 

c o n s u l t a n t  i n  i n f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  I see  

c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  no ,  

Q e  Do you  t r e a t  p a t i e n t s  w i t h  Down's Syndrome i n  

y o u r  p r a c t i c e ?  

A. No. 

Q. Do y o u  know how t o  d i a g n o s i s  a n  AV c a n a l  d e f e c t ?  

A .  NO * 

Q .  Do you know  at t h e  s i g n s  o f  a n  AV c a n a l  d e f e c t  

a r e  on a n  E K G ?  

A. E K G  -- I had read them b e f o r e .  Now I d o n ' t  

r e c a l l  a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  of them.  When I was 

i n t e r p r e t i n g ,  I had  l o o k e d  i n t o  t h o s e .  

u .  As  w e  s i t  he r e  t o d a y  a t  t h i s  d e p o s i t i o n  you 

c a n ' t  t e l l  m e  w h a t  t h e  -- 

A. C o r r e c t .  

Q. -- f i n d i n g s  a r e  on a n  E K G  t h a t  w i l l  be  

FLOWERS & VERSAGI COURT ~ E P ~ R T E ~ S  ( 2 1  
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d i a g n o s t i c  of AV c a n a l  d e f e c t ?  

A. 'That's r i g h t .  

Q .  Would you a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  f i n d i n g  of  s e v e r e  axis 

~ e v ~ a t i ~ n  on  EKG means t h a t  u n l e s s  t h e  p a t i e n t  h a s  

s u r g e r y l  t h a t  he o r  s h e  w i l l  d i e  O K  become a puinaonary 

MR. S E I B E L :  

MRS, CARULAS:  

A.  1 d o n ' t  know. 

THE W I T ~ E S ~ :  

a n s w e r ?  

MR. S E I B E L :  

O b j e c t i o n ,  

Obj e c t  i o n  5 

Oh,  a m  I n o t  t o  

L e t ' s  hea r  i t  

a g a i n .  

( Q u e s t i o n  r e a d  S I  

MR. S E I B E L :  Do you w a n t  t o  a s k  

i t  a g a i n ?  

MR. N E L L I N O :  S u r e .  

Q I  Do you a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  f i n d i n g  o f  s e v e r e  

l e f t  a x i s  d e v i a t i o n  o n  EKG means t h a t  i f  t h e  p a t i e n t  

d o e s n ' t  have  s u r g e r y  t h a t  h e  ox s h e  w i l l  d i e  o r  become 

a p u l m o n a r y  c r i p p l e ?  

A ,  I' d o n l t  know. 

MRS CARULAS : O b j e c t i o n .  

FLOWERS & V E R S A G I  COURT R E P O R T E R S  (21 
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MR. P A R K E R :  O b j e c t i o n .  

I t h i n k  on E x h i b i t ,  t h e r e  i s  t h i s  d i a g r a m  

t h a t ' s  i n  -- 

A ,  

Q .  

A. 

Q .  

o n e  e 

A. 

Q .  

A .  

Q .  

A ,  

Q .  

A.  

t h i s  

Q .  

A.  

Q .  

A.  

Q .  

No, t h i s  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  I s c r a t c h .  

D o n ' t  m a r k  o n  t h o s e .  

T h i s  one  I d o n ' t  know. T h i s  a l s o  i s  o k a y .  

Do you w a n t  t o  me -- 

I j u s t  want  t o  ask  you some q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h i s  

You d i d  t h a t ,  you drew t h a t  d i a g r a m ?  

Y e s ,  

When d i d  you  d o  t h a t ?  

I was j u s t  d o i n g  j u s t  now. 

B e f o r e  t h e  d e p o s i t i o n ?  

R i g h t  

Why were  you d o i n g  t h a t ?  

I was  j u s t  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  a n d  t r y i n g  t o  p r o j e c t  

and  9: was t r y i n g  t o  w r i t e  t h e  -- 
T r y i n g  t o  p r o j e c t  w h a t ?  

T h e  a x i s .  

The 2503  

Yes. 

And you p r o j e c t e d  i t  i n t o  t h e  l o w e r  r i g h t  

q u a d r a n t  of t h a t  d i a g r a m  -- l o w e r  l e f t  ~ u a d r a n t ~  I 

mean? 

I _ I - ~ _ . _ _ _ s _ _  
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A. Yes. 

I ’ m  l o o k i n g  a t  i t  u p s i d e  down, 

MR. S E I ~ E L :  You were r i g h t .  

A.  I t  i s  u p p e r  r i g h t .  

&. P a r d o n  me? 

Where you h a v e  i t  drawn -- 
A. Wait. I d o n ’ t  t h i n k  I was r i g h t .  I was d r a w i n g  

t h a t  way. R i g h t .  So i t  i s  -- 
Q .  It’s i n  t h e  Lower l e f t  w h e r e  you h a v e  i t  drawn;  

i s  t h a t  r i g h t ,  t h e  l o w e r  l e f t ?  

A. I mean I was j u s t  p l a y i n g  w i t h  t h a t .  

Q. I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t .  I j u s t  want  t o  know w h e r e  

t h i s  i s ,  t h e  l i n e  t h a t  you p r o j e c t e d ,  t h e  250  i s  i n  

t h e  l o w e r  L e f t  q u a d r a n t ,  c o r r e c t ?  

You h a v e  t o  a n s w e r  y e s  o r  no?  

A .  Yes. 

MR. ~ E L L I ~ O :  T h a n k s ,  D o c t o r .  I 

d o n ’ t  h a v e  a n y  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  y o u ,  

MRS. CAKULAS: On beha l f  of  

D r s .  S u n d a r e s h  a n d  Mort i rner  I @ d  L i k e  t o  r e s e r v e  o u r  

r i g h t  t o  c a l l  t h i s  w i t n e s s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

MR. P A R K E R :  D o c t o r ,  my name i s  

A l a n  P a r k e r .  I r e p r e s e n t  Boo th  H o s p i t a l ,  now Met ro ,  

a n d  I j u s t  h a v e  a f e w .  

- - - - -  
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------I---------- C R O S S-  EXAM I MAT I ON 

-------------& BY MR. PARKER.  

Q e  I t a k e  i t  t h a t  E K G  t r a c i n g s  h a v e  t o  be 

i n t e r p r e t e d ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  s e l f - e x p l a n a t o r y ,  b u t  a 

p h y s i c i a n  has  t o  r e v i e w  them a n d  i n t e r p r e t  them;  i s  

t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

And i n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  EKG t r a ~ i n g s ,  am I 

c o r r e c t  t h a t  med ica l  j u d g m e n t  and  e x p e r i e n c e  p l a y s  a 

r o l e ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q .  Does  t h e  h o s p i t a l  e x e r c i s e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  y o u r  

medica l  j u d g m e n t  a n d  y o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  

E K G ' s  f i n d i n g s ?  

MR. MELLINO:  O b j e c t i o n .  

You c a n  go a h e a d  

and  a n s w e r .  

A.  H o s p i t a l  h a s  no  c o n t r o l  o v e r  how I i n t e r p r e t  

t h i n g s .  

MR. PARKER: I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a l l  

I h a v e .  Thank you .  

MR. S E I B E L :  T h e  D o c t o r  i s  

g o i n g  t o  r e v i e w  h i s  t r a n s c r i p t  i f  i t  i s  o r d e r e d  a n d  

b e f o r e  i t  becomes  a n  o f f i c i a l  p a r t  of t he  r e c o r d .  

We' r e  n o t  w a i v i n g  s i g n a t u r e ,  
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A l s o ,  can we have  this just marked and 

attached to t h e  deposition so that everyone gets a 

COPY O f  t h e  C v ?  

EJiR e HELL I E\IO : S U K C ? .  

You w a n t  28 days t o  read it. 

M R e  S E I B E L :  Yes. 

(Deposition concluded; signature not waived.) 
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I h a v e  read t h  f o r e g o i n g  t 

a n d  t h e  same i s  t r u e  and a c c u r a t e ,  
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The S t a t e  o f  O h i o ,  : 

C o u n t y  of C u y a ~ o g ~ . :  ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I ,  F r a n k  P. V e r s a g i ,  R e g i s t e r e d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  

R e p o r t e r ,  a C e r t i f i e d  L e g a l  V i d e o  S p e c i a l i s t ,  N o t a r y  

P u b l i c  w i t h i n  a n d  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  of O h i o ,  d o  h e r e b y  

c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h e  w i t h i n  named w i t n e s s ,  

----------- R A J A  SHEKARL-B,Q,, was by me f i r s t  d u l y  sworn  t o  

t e s t i f y  t h e  t r u t h  i n  t h e  cause a f o r e s a i d ;  t h a t  t h e  

t e s t i m o n y  t h e n  g i v e n  was r e d u c e d  by  m e  t o  s t e n o t y p y  i n  

t h e  p r e s e n c e  of  s a i d  w i t n e s s ,  s u b s e q u e n t l y  t r a n s c r i b e d  

o n t o  a c o m p u t e r  u n d e r  my d i r e c t i o n ,  and  t h a t  t h e  

 oreg going i s  a t r u e  a n d  c o r r e c t  t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  

t e s t i m o n y  s o  g i v e n  a s  a f o r e s a i d ,  I do  f u r t h e r  c e r t i f y  

t h a t  t h i s  d e p o s i t i o n  was t a k e n  a t  t h e  t ime ancl p l a c e  

a s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  c a p t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  I am 

n o t  a r e l a t i v e ,  c o u n s e l r  O K  a t t o r n e y  of e i t h e r  p a r t y ,  

o r  o t h e r w i s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  ou t come  of t h i s  a c t i o n .  

I N  WITNESS W ~ E R ~ O F ,  I h a v e  h e r e u n t o  s e t  my hand  ancl 

a f f i x e d  my s al of o f f i c e  a t  C l e v e l a n d ,  Oh io ,  t h i s  

t h  d a y  of  J u n e f  1 

,’ 

F r a n k  P.  Versacgi, R e g i s t e r e d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  R e p o r t e r ,  

a C e r t i f i e d  L e g a l  V i d e o  S p e c i a l i s t ,  N o t a r y  

P u b l i c / S t a t e  o f  Oh io .  Commiss ion  e x p i r a t i o n :  2-25- 
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---- P A G E  

------------ ERRATA S H E E T  

---- L I N E  

I: h a v e  read t h e  f o r e g o i n g  t r a n s c r i p t  

and t h e  same is t r u e  and  accura te .  

FLOWERS & V E R S A G I  COURT R E P O R T E R S  (216) 771- 8018  
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( K. R *  rtajasheknrniail  I M.  n .  

11.-.-1_ EDUCATION 
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First Grade College, Tumkur. 
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Government Medical College 
Mysore, India Medicine 1962- 1969 
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1969 

J. J. M. Medical College 
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All India  Inertitute of Medical 
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Bronx-Lebanon Hospital Bronx, New 
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1972 
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1974 
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Diseases 1974- 1976 
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_-__ CURREENT _LI_- -_--I_ P O S I T I O N  --- HELD 

MEDICAL SOCIETIES 

Faculty Member Department Of 
Medicine Division of Medicine 

Chief, Department of Medicine 
MetroHealth Women's Hospital, 
C 1 eveland 

Chairman, Quality Assurance 
Committee MetroHealth Wonen's 
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President lac 
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American Medical Association 
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1. Cook County fIospl tal 
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z .  

3 .  

1. Gold Metiallst i n  Physiology -- IJi~Ive~--si'Ly of Mysore, Ind ia  
1964 
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