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Attn: Ms. Jacquelyn McCroskey 

Dear Ms. McCroskey: 
r . .  

RE: Mr. Scot t  Fleischer 
Claim PHK03400037-3dA303- 
Insured: St. John Hospital 

In reply to your l e t t e r  concerning the  claimant, Sco t t  Fleischer, I t rus t  
the following information will be helpful to you. The records of the  claimant 
have been reviewed by me. 

I t  is my opinion that  the physicians caring for Scot t  Fleischer a t  both 
the  Clif ton Immediate Care  facility and St. John' Hospital m e t  the standard of 
care expected in treating what was apparently fe l t  to  be  originally bronchitis 
and pneumonia c-omplicated by lymphadenopathy. The delay in diagnosis is a t  
least partially related to the fac t  tha t  the claimant did not have a primary 
physician following this claimant's illness from the onset. If this were  the  
case, recognition of persistent lymph gland enlargement would have resulted 
in possibly a biopsy a t  an early period ra ther  than a delay of four months. 
However, there is insufficient information from the records to determine whether  
o r  not a single lymph node persisted throughout the  course of the illness with 
progressive enlargement. In general, if a lymph node is a t  Least lcm in diameter 
and persists for several weeks, Le., a t  leas t  six to eight weeks, it would 
warrant  biopsy, I cannot determine from the available records whether such 
a condition existed. During the hospitalization a t  St. John Hospital in July of  
1985 a "mass" in the right side of the neck which was slightly tender and 
movable was noted and, upon discharge from the hospital, the claimant was 
advised to use wa& compresses with the assumption that this was an  infectious 
process. A physician would not be negligent in no& recommending a biopsy a t  
that time, Lymphadenopathy "on the  right side" had been noted by a physician 
previously in the note of 6-28-85, but  i t  is n o t  dear tha t  the  mass subsequently 
noted was a progression of the node described earlier. 

In a young patient  with fever and lymphadenopathy, infectious 
m a n ~ u c l e ~ i s  would be strongly cansidered and it is noted that at least on 
one occasion a positive '*mono** spot test consistent wi th  infectious mononucleosis 
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was established, according to the admission note  by Dr. Martin a t  Fairview 
General  Hospital on 10-21-8 5. 

As to  the treatment of bronchitis and pneumonia, the antibiotics se lected 
were  appropriate both at  the Clifton Immediate Care  faciiity and a t  St. j o h n  
Hospital. The ca re  provided by the nurses a t  St. John Hospital also meet the 
professional standards expected. 

I t  is my opinion, furthermore, tha t  if the  ,diagnosis had been established 
by a biopsy of the lymph node earlier in the course of  the disease, Le., back 
in June o f  1985, tha t  the prognosis would not  have been appreciably affected.  
A t  the outset  of his illness, Dr. Martin noted that the claimant experienced 
fever, chills and malaise with recurrence of  fever  a few weeks later. When 
Hodgkin's disease a t  the onset is characterized by systemic symptoms r a t h e r  
than asymptomatic lymphadenopathy, the prognosis is often poor. 

In summary: a) there were several d i f ferent  physicians examining this 
claimant rather than one physician; b) lymphadenopathy at one stage regressed; 
e) a positive spot test for infectious mononucleosis was present on one occasion 
in a young patient; d) remission of fever in response to antibiotic, Le., Keflin, 
during treatment a t  St. John Hospital during t h e  July admission (7-20 - 7-24- 
85). A delay &four  months in the diagnosis of Hodgkin's disease under these  
circumstances is not  indicative of negligence by t h e  various attending physicians. 

If you have any questions concerning this case, please do not hesitate to  
let me know. 

William J. R&, M.D. 
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