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MICHAEL ROLLINS, M.D. deposition index 

9/2. Joined Kitchen, Steel, and Aber in July of 1985. 

9/6. Not a group, four indep. pract. who cover for each other. 

10/23. Initial phase of his business he got an interest free loan 
from Kitchen till his accounts came in. 

11/19. He is not incorporated. 

12/6. He is a shareholder of Cleveland Cardio. Assoc. 
(Their billing organization) 

13/16. He has privileges at Lutheran also (0% of time) 

14/12. Authored about five articles. 

16/5. Participated in an authored case study showing use of a 
strain on heart in a M.I. patient. 

17/1. Admits there is a risk in a person with prior M.I. doing 
surgery. 

17/11. Risk decreases the further away from the surgery you are. 

18/18. Head of non-invasive cardiology. 

19/5. He is not employed by hospital in that capacity, his resp. 
is to review policy and procedures to make sure things are 

being done right. 

19/14. 

19/24. 

20/20. 

21/20. 

21/25. 

22/16. 

22/25. 

23/8. 

24/13. 

Over 20 cardiologists on staff. 

He doesn't do catheterizations or angioplasty. 

Swan Ganz insert is learned as a res. in internal med. 

He was not involved in dec. to have Varma place cath in 
Mrs. W. 

While he was covering for Steele he was not responsible for 
Varma in total. 

The senior would also be responsible as well as the other 
physicians. 

He admits he was the primary attend while Steele was gone. 

Sr. resident only reported to him if need by. 

Some of the other consultants might or might not discuss 



the case with the primary attending. 

2514. 

2912. 

29/11. 

3116. 

33/21. 

3411. 

35/13. 

35/25. 

3613. 

36/19. 

3715. 

37/17. 

3816. 

3915. 

3912. 

39/14. 

41/3. 

4118. 

41/21. 

The residents would be coordinating her care. 

There are CCU rounds twice a week which he is the attending 
for, where he talks about generic cases or topics of 
interest in cardiology. 

Certain procedures that resid. do are assumed by their 
level of training. 

He assumes a second yr. res. from the Clinic can insert a 
blood pressure cath. 

He was not involved in the placement of Mrs. W's cath. 

His first involvement was 2-23, when he was covering a 
weekend at the hospital for Steele. 

Note says normal sinus rhythm, off anti-arrhythmics, major 
problem now is respiratory. 

Off medications to see if rhythm problem would return. 

Would have briefly seen her and talk to the residents about 
her on 2-24. 

No note because he revised their notes. 

He didn't review nurses notes to see if there were any 
notations that he was there. 

He doesn't necessarily counter sign res.notes, it 
depends on how he feels at the time. 

HE counter signed Jaynes note of 2-23. 

Next time he saw her was 3-4 

A Ilheartll means card. note. 

He was in charge of Mrs. W from 3-4 to 3-8 

Kitchen was on call that week and would have been called 
at night. 

He looked at the most recent labs when he took over the case 

He doesn't routinely look at x-rays and didn't look at 
Mrs. W's. 

At point he assumed her care he listed problems as 
atherosclerotic heart disease, status post . 
intercept MI, penum/ARDS 



42/18. No evidence for congestive heart failure at the time 
he saw her. 

43/11. Her primary problem at the time was her lungs. 

47/4. Final lab copies are green and white ( reg. cultures) 

(-4. Her inabil. to respond on 3-4 was still due to Versed. 
and they weren't in chart. 

50/13. Rollins didn't notice swelling of the right neck on 
the 4th although Chmielewski noted it same day. 

51fl. He would have discussed the case with Varma initially. 

51/23. Even though Varma had no separate training in Cardiol. 
infect disease, or pulmn, he would have been primarily 
resp for managing her case in consultation with 
SMR and other consultants. 

52/16. He thinks Jayne was the SMR. 

52/21. He was not told by Janye or Varma that two guidewires 
were left in. e He was told by Varma on 3-8 that apparently wires 

'-.--/' were left in. 

53/6. Varma told him he didn't know how wires were left in. 

54/3. He didn't know wires were in and he had no need to 
look at x-rays at that time. 

55/1. Countersigned Varma's 3-5 note where CXR was part of 
plan but did not look at film. 

55/12. No nurse ever told him that they had been told by 
a radiologist that an unexplained wire needed to be 
clinically correlated. 

55/17. Steele had no particular conver. with him about 
Mrs. W. before he left. 

In general Rollins thinks Steele should have been aware 
of the guidewires before he left. 

,.---- 

57/16. Fritz was a cardiolog. elect, third year med res. 

60/7. Potential complic of arterial insertions, infection, 
bleeding, retention of guide wires, dissec. of art. 

60/21. Rollins involved in one other retained guidewire case 
1 month after this. (Resid. lost wire) 



61/22. 

63/21. 

64/11. 

64/19. 

65/25. 

66/22. 

67/23. 

69/18. 

70115. 

7113. 

7118. 

71/13. 

71/24. 

7215. 

7316. 

7419. 

75/15. 

7711. 

7716. 

8011. 

He doesn't think a person could loose a guidewire 
and not know it. 

March 5 note- read note 

SWAN GANZ doesn't reflect any infection. 

Problem with a SWAN is if its not in the right position 
you don't get a good reading. 

Doesn't continue to check placement by x-ray. 

Radiologist at St. Vinc have called him in the past 
when something unusual appears on x-ray. 

Agrees that he relies on radiologist to read x-rays 
to assist with diagnosis. 

Next note 3-6 - no sign changes, remains paralyzed-etc- 
long note. 

3-6 note adds increased LFTs, liver function test. 

Chmieliewski 3-6 note. 

"Discussed with Rollins asking radiology to do ultra 
sound of the gallbladder. 

He spoke with rad. about the gallbladder. 

He spoke with Robert Porter but no mention was made of 
the guidewires. 

Wirtz did the ultrasound, and discussed it with Rollins. 

She did not mention the retained guidewires to him. 

If she had asked for a clinical correlation at some 
point and not gotten it he would have expected her to 
ask him on the 6th. 

2nd note on the 6th- regarding ultrasound results. 

Mageria, gastroint. was reviewing patient and chart. 

No prior lawsuits. 

Next note is 3-7 

Physically anyone could change a ventilator setting, but 
no one would touch it except people who are responsible 
for the ventilator. 

80115. If pressure in inflating is increased it can cause a 



pneumothoraxes. 

80/18. Resp. therapists in conjunction with doctor and resident 
maintains the pressure. 

80/25. If unrecognized they can cause death. 

81/19. Develops a pneumo on 3-7. 

82/25. Two notes by Varma on the 7th. 

85/5. He is not totally resp. for what the residents on his 
service do. 

86/24. If he removed the line inaprop. he (Varma) would be 

87/8. He (Varma) would be resp. for telling a doctor he didn't 

respons. for his conduct. 

know how to do a procedure and to seek help. 

If the res. didn't know how to do a proc. it would be 
the Clinic's fault for not training him. 

91/22. Next note 3-8, extensive but mostly related to 
pulm improvement. Thinks he wrote it in the a.m. 

97/22. Varma's note is at 9 p.m. that night, and says discuss with 
Rollins. 

98/5. Varma called him at home and told him there appeared to 
be a guide wire present - and it looked like it was 
present since approx 2- 26 

Varma told him he had no idea how it got there. 

98/21. Varma told her the patient was stable, because there's 
no evidence of bleeding or perforation. 

99/3. Those aren't exactly Varma's words but Rollins recalls 
that's what they discussed. 

99/6. He (Rollins) was upset. 

. He asked Varma if he had told Mr. W, Varma said no. 

99/23. Next time Rollins went to the hospital was Monday morn. 

100/9. He talked to Kitchen Sat. morn. 

They decided there was no reason to remove it because the 
patient couldn't be moved due to pulmonary, and there 
didn't appear to be any hemodynamic consequences. 

She was not stable enough to undergo elective surgery on 



103/24. Next note 3-11 - Rollins for Steele. 
105/24. 

106/19. 

107/11. 

110/7. 

A- 113/11. 

/- 

k.fl20. 

Then he looked at CXR (from the 11th) 

He didn't go back and look at all the x-rays. 

He should have been told about the wire either by 
the radiologist or the resident. 

He talked to Varma again on the morn. of the 11th and 
again he was told Varma had no idea how it got there. 

He was still of the opinion on the 11th that the wire 
not come out. 

He saw her again on the 12th. 

Countersigned note by Fritz "moved left arm apparently!' 

Positive dolls eyes, blink reflexes and moved left arm 
means neurologic function is intact (on 3-12). 

On admis. her neuro status was not normal. 

By the 2-14 exam she was better neuro wise than on the 
date of admiss (actually fairly normal) 

By 2-15 neuro signs are good. 

He was not involved in the decis to remove guidewires 
but knew Mrs. W. was in cath lab for some because he was 
making rounds. 

The difference in Mrs. W between 3-13 and 3-9,10, or 11 

123/23. 

124/8. 

126/8. 

133/8. 

was dramatic in terms of pulmonary function/resp. statics. 

She was off I/E ratio. 

An operative procedure post mi could cause a ventricular 
arrhythmia 

He did talk to Steele about the retained guidewire on the 
morning he came back, and Steele told him he was probably 
going to try to remove it. 

He didn't offer his opinion at that point. 

He did discuss it with Dr. Keating/ not allowed to answer 
per Jackson. 

His coverage is lmil/3mil. 



Cross / Lynn Moore 
nothing 

Cross / R. Okada 
nothing 

Cross / Warner 

143/8. If he had known the wires were in on March 1st he would not 
have changed the way he managed the patient. 

144/1. If he know on March 4th he would not have done anything 
differently. 

146/24. X-rays are not brought up to the coronary unit. 

149/10. No opinion as to whether outcome would have been 
different if surg. had been done sooner. 

Recross 

152.5. Phone interp of x-rays is the last one done. 

152/22. Prognosis for heart attack victims not based on age 
but depends on indiv. 


