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HOWARD C. PITLUK, M.D. - DEPOSITION INDEX 

4) 60 Basswood Lane, Cleveland, Ohio. 

5) , one day per week. Vascular surgery. 

6) Never testified for us before. 

8) Has contact w/patients who have had cardiac arrests. 

11) Ventricular fibrillation is inefficient contraction of the 
ventricles. 

12) 
permanent heart damage. 
as of 02/12/91. 

No way of knowing if being defibrillated 15-17 times leads to 
She had better than 50% chance of survival 

15) 
0 2/ 2 6/9 1. 

She did not have any significant anoxic brain damage prior to 

20) Greater than 50% survival even w/ARDS. 

21) No organ failure. 

22) Leaving two wires in a patient is substandard care. 

24) 
Weitzel between 02/26 and 03/13/91. 

No opinion if the wires by themselves caused injury to Mrs. 

26) Varma caused pnuemothorax by attempted placement of the 
subclavian catheter. 

28) For the most part, patients who survive ARDS and several weeks 
on a ventilator do not have pulmonary function impairment 
afterwards. 

29) Mrs. Weitzel not a candidate for invasive surgery on 3/14; 
Major reason was she was in perimycardial infarction period most 
likely septic, thrombocylopenic and febrile. 

30) Bleeding most likely occurred when she became hypotensive. 

31) Surgery itself proximately caused her demise. 

33) Varma only person involved in cover-up; ARDS did not 
contribute to her demise. 

34) She had a compromised heart which couldn't sustain a 500 cc 
bleed. 

36) Had the wires not been left in her, she would have been able 
to resume her lifestyle eventually. 

1 



37)  
periods of time, m.i. have done well: 

38)  Lynn Moore - Inserted many types of guide wires. 

Has had other patients critically ill, on ventilators for long 

40)  Inserts 100 guide wires per year. 

41)  Attending responsible to ensure that resident can 
appropriately place the guide wire. 

43)  Appropriate to have a junior resident insert guide wire, but 
not jr. residents like Dr. Varma. Varma obviously didn't know what 
he was doing, didn't have the appropriate experience from logs. 
One procedure not adequate, no indication that he had observation 
supervision during that experience. 

44)  
he didn't know what he was doing. 

Y /! 
Actual occurrence, multiple guide wires, nobody told indicate I 

45)  Training program has a responsibility to make sure their 
residents are adequately trained. 

46)  If somebody is on your service you should make sure you know 
what they are capable of. 

47) Attending is ultimately responsible. 

50)  Never lost guide wire in patient; Seen it in other people's 
patients; Seen two or three guide wires shear off as you are with 
drawing them, patient required a thoracotary. 

53)  Most widely accepted form of retrieval is by fluoroscopy. 

54)  Radial line attempted required procedure note. 

57)  Potential complications of retained guide wire are infection 
emboli formation and possible perforation. 

58) as soon 
as vital signs changed the attending surgeon should have been 
notified. 

Appears that no physician came in after the surgery; 

59)  Don't agree with 60% mortality rate from ARDS. 

WARNER 

61)  
of the ventilator. 

Would doubt very seriously that she couldn't be moved because 

62)  MARY BITTENCE 
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63) 60% vascular surgery, 40% general surgery; Tempora 1 
relationship between placement of Swan-Ganz and pneumothorax lead 
to conclusion re: causation. 

73) 
it. Number of times is dependant on the individual. 

Resident needs to see it; do one with supervision and then do 

74) Needs more than one time for each. 

80) Saw an X-ray with guide wires-looked like two wires. 

JACKSON 

80) Steele had responsibility to know the conditions of his 
patient to understand possible complications and to exercise 
appropriate judgment to make sure he did no harm to patient. 

81) 1. 
the 2nd guide wire percutaneously. 

perimyocardial infarction period. 

Did not exhaust the modalities available to him to remove 

2. Subjected his patient to major operation in 

3. 
4. 

Should have communicated better with his colleagues. 
Never saw patient after surgery. 

83) Would think her heart doctor would be concerned about a 
patient who had major m.i. within a month who just had a major 
operation; Responsible for Varma, should have more closely 
supervised him. 

89) 2nd wire close to first wire, if first could be extracted 
percutaneously, 2nd one probably could have been. 

90) Wire had to come out eventually, not then. 

91) If Varma would have told people what happened when it 
happened, then this wire could have been grabbed a little sooner. 

9 3 )  Steele should have seen her within first 3-4 hours post-op. 

94) If he saw her he would have noted she was becoming unstable. 
Pulse 141 BP down at 8:OO p.m., no notes between then and 4:OO p.m. 

98) Don't criticize him for not being aware of changes in 
patient's condition which he should have been made aware of by 
someone else. 

107) There are surgery criteria that should be met, stability 
and relationship to peri-myocardial infarction period. Decision to 
operate not a judgment call, question of good medical practice. 

108) 
cardiac arrest. 

Mechanism of death was she bled, became hypotensive, had 
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109) Had she survived, she would have led a reasonably normal 
life, ask to resume working, function normally. Life would have 
been good quality - no limitations. 
SEIBEL 

115) Refers patients to Dr. Markowitz. 

119) Removal of wires was purely elective. 

120) Probably would've waited six months to remove wires if 
not causing a problem. 

12 1) Atherosclerosis doesn't mean much unless it is 
symptomatic 

125) Moasis should have asked if Dr. Steele exhausted all 
percutaneous removal methods. 

12 6) Moasis obligated to make sure his patient was doing well, 
was stable or have mechanism established to notify him of patients 
condition. Very few notes post-operatively by anybody. 

127) Notes at 1600 do not reflect hemodynamic instability. 

128) If Mrs. Weitzel received appropriate care post-op then 
she would have survived. 

132) Moasis negligent for performing an operation that should 
not have been performed on critically ill patient in perimyocardial 
infarction period when she was septic, thrombocytopenic with a non- 
life threatening problem of guide wires. Should have followed 
patient post-operatively either seen her or called once to check 
her condition. 

134) She would have recovered and lived a long time. 

135) Hospital nurses and residents were negligent in post-op 
period. 

COYNE 

138) Radiologist acted reasonably. 

BITTENCE 

140) Testified 20 times in his career, 90% for Defendants. 

14 1) Majority of his work is for JMTK. 

143) Dr. Varma should have been better trained. 
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144) He was incompetently trained. He didn't know how to do 
the procedure. Once he had problems he didn't tell anybody. 
Opinion based on log books. 

146) Training program has a responsibility of assessing their 
resident, not just their technical abilities, but their moral 
character and cognitive skills. In Dr. Varma's case the clinic did 
not do that. 

147) 
Dr. Olin. 

Opinion also based on recent unsatisfactory evaluation by 

WARNER 

148) Communication by the radiologist was unacceptable. 

149) 
complications. 

Delay in removal of the wires didn't cause any additional 

151) S E I B E L  - Comment re: "blatant disregard by Dr. 
Steelel' relates to care after percutaneous removal on 3/15. 
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