
1 0  

11 

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

1 9  

20 

2 1  

2 2  

2 3  

2 4  

2 5  

T H E  S T A T E  o f  O H I O ,  

C O U N T Y  o f  S T A R K .  * 

: s s :  

I N  T H E  C O U R T  OF C O M M O N  P L E A S  

M A R L A  J .  S P R E A D B U R Y ,  e t  a l . ,  : 
p l a i n t i f f s ,  : 

v s .  : Case No .  1 9 9 8 C V 1 6 8 1  
1 9 9 8 c v O 0 5 8 9  

M E R C Y  M E D I C A L  C E N T E R ,  e t  d . , :  
d e f e n d a n t s .  

D e p o s i t i o n  o f  M I C H A E L  K R A L I K ,  M . D . ,  a 

w i t n e s s  h e r e i n ,  c a l l e d  b y  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  

o f  c r o s s - e x a m i n a t i o n  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  O h i o  R u l e s  o f  C i v i l  

P r o c e d u r e ,  t a k e n  b e f o r e  C o n s t a n c e  C a m p b e l l ,  a N o t a r y  

p u b l i c  w i t h i n  a n d  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  O h i o ,  a t  t h e  o f f i c e s  

o f  T h o r a c i c  S u r g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e s ,  1 3 2 0  T i m k e n  M e r c y  Road ,  

N W ,  C a n t o n ,  O h i o ,  on  W E D N E S D A Y ,  A P R I L  14TH,  1 9 9 9 ,  

commenc ing  a t  2 : 1 2  p .m.  p u r s u a n t  t o  a g r e e m e n t  o f  

c o u n s e l .  

C A ~ ~ ~ E L L  C (216) 77 
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A P P E A R A N C E § :  

O N  B E H A L F  OF T H E  P L A I N T I F F S :  

Donna  T a y l o r  K o l i s ,  ~ s q .  
D o n n a  T a y l o r  K o l i s  C o . ,  L P A  

330 s t a n d a r d  B u i  1 d i  n g  
c l  e v e l  a n d ,  o h i  o 4 4 1 1 3  

(216 )  8 6 1 - 4 3 0 0 .  

and  

G e o r g e  Emershaw,  E s q .  
M e l i s s a  D .  B e r r y ,  E s q .  

Emershaw,  M u s h k a t  & S c h n e i e r  
437  Q u a k e r  S q u a r e  

A k r o n ,  O h i o  4 4 3 0 8  
( 3 3 0 )  3 7 6 - 5 7 5 6 .  

O N  B E H A L F  OF T H E  D E F E N D A N T  L A U R A  C A W T H O N ,  M . D .  a n d  
R A D I O L O G Y  S E R V I C E S  OF C A N T O N :  

M i c h a e l  o c k e r m a n ,  E s q .  
B u c k i n g h a m ,  D o o l i t t l e  & B u r r o u g h s  

4518  F u l t o n  D r i v e ,  NW 
C a n t o n ,  o h i o  44735  

( 3 3 0 )  4 9 2 - 8 7 1 7 .  

O N  B E H A L F  OF T H E  D E F E N D A N T S  W A L T E R  T E L E S Z ,  M . D .  a n d  
S T A R I <  C O U N T Y  S U R G E O N S ,  I N C .  and  R O B E R T  P A C I < E R ,  M . D . :  

W i l l i a m  A .  Meadows,  E s q .  
R e m i n g e r  & R e m i n g e r  

T h e  1 1 3  S a i n t  C l a i r  B u i l d i n g  
c l  e v e l  a n d ,  o h i  o 4 4 1 1 4  

(216)  6 8 7 - 1 3 1 1 .  

O N  B E H A L F  O F  T H E  D E F E N D A N T S  A L E J A N D R O  § O S ,  M . D .  
a n d  A L E J A N D R O  S O S  M . D . ,  I N C . :  

E d w a r d  E .  T a b e r ,  E s q .  
B o n e z z i ,  S w i t z e r ,  M u r p h y  & P o l i t o  

1 4 0 0  L e a d e r  B u i  1 d i  n g  
c l  e v e l  a n d ,  o h i  o 4 4 1 1 4  

(216 )  8 7 5- 2 7 6 7  
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I N D E X  

W I T N E S S :  M I C H A E L  K R A L I K ,  M . D .  

P A G E  

C r o s s - e x a m i  f l a t i  o f l  b y  M i  s s  Kol i s 5 

(NO E X H I B I T S  M A R K E D )  

( F O R  C O M P L E T E  I N D E X ,  S E E  A P P E N D I X )  

( I F  A S C I I  D I S K  O R D E R E D ,  S E E  B A C K  C O V E R )  

FLO T 
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M I C H A E L  K R A L I K ,  M . D .  

o f  l a w f u l  a g e ,  a w i t n e s s  h e r e i n ,  c a l l e d  b y  t h e  

p l a i n t i f f s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  c r o s s - e x a m i n a t i o n  p u r s u a n t  

t o  t h e  O h i o  R u l e s  o f  c i v i l  P r o c e d u r e ,  b e i n g  f i r s t  d u l y  

s w o r n ,  as  h e r e i n a f t e r  c e r t i f i e d ,  was e x a m i n e d  a n d  

t e s t i f i e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

M I S S  K O L I S :  D r .  K r a l i k ,  j u s t  f o r  

p u r p o s e s  o n  t h e  r e c o r d ,  my name i s  Donna K o l i s ,  o f  

c o u r s e  y o u  know,  we j u s t  m e t .  ~ ' m  q u i t e  c e r t a i n  a t  t h i s  

p o i n t  i n  t i m e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  I h a v e  b e e n  r e t a i n e d  

t o  r e p r e s e n t  M a r l a  S p r e a d b u r y .  ~ ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  o f  

how I w o u l  d 1 i k e  t o  make t h i  s t r a n s a c t i o n .  

C R O S S - E X A M I N A T I O N  

B Y  M I S S  K O L I S :  

Q. F o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  c o u l d  y o u  s t a t e  y o u r  name a n d  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  a d d r e s s ?  

A .  My name i s  M i c h a e l  K r a l i k ,  my p r o f e s s i o n  a d d r e s s  

i s  1 3 2 0  M e r c y  D r i v e ,  N o r t h w e s t ,  C a n t o n ,  O h i o  4 4 7 0 8 .  

Q *  D o c t o r ,  u n d o u b t e d l y  y o u  a r e  a w a r e  ~ ' v e  n o t  named 

y o u  a s  a d e f e n d a n t  i n  t h i s  l a w s u i t .  F o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  I 

w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  M r .   reado on d i d  a r r a n g e  

f o r  t h i s  d e p o s i t i o n  t o  t a k e  p l a c e ,  I do  a p p r e c i a t e  i t .  

A .  T h a n k  y o u .  
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Q. I ' m  g o i n g  t o  a s k  y o u  a s e r i e s  o f  q u e s t i o n s  t o d a y  

t h a t  h a v e  t o  do  w i t h  y o u r  c a r e  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  

p a t i e n t .  A l i c i a  w y l e r  g r a c i o u s l y  t o d a y  b r o u g h t  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  c h a r t ,  w h i c h  i s  more  r e a d a b l e  t h a n  t h e  c o p i e s  

m o s t  o f  u s  h a v e .  ~f y o u  n e e d  t o  r e f e r  t o  t h o s e  o r  d o  

y o u  h a v e  a p e r s o n a l  o f f i c e  c h a r t  o n  M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y ,  o r  

i s  i t  a j o i n t  o f f i c e  c h a r t ?  

A .  We h a v e  a j o i n t  o f f i c e  c h a r t .  

Q -  w h a t e v e r  y o u  w a n t  t o  r e f e r  t o  i n  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  

a n s w e r  my q u e s t i o n s ,  t h o s e  t h a t  y o u  c a n  f r o m  memory i s  

c e r t a i n l y  a c c e p t a b l e .  

I'm g o i n g  t o  t r y  t o  a s k  y o u  i n t e l l i g i b l e  

q u e s t i o n s .  T h a t  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  s i n c e  I ' m  a 

l a w y e r ,  y o u  a r e  a d o c t o r .  ~f I a s k  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  d o n ' t  

u n d e r s t a n d ,  w i l l  y o u  p l e a s e  l e t  me know t h a t ,  o k a y ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma'am. 

Q. A n s w e r  a l l  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  v e r b a l l y .  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q 9  L e t ' s  b r i e f l y  g o  t h r o u g h  y o u r  b a c k g r o u n d ,  we w e r e  

a l l  h a n d e d  y o u r  C V ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  y o u ' v e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

t h i s  i s  p e r h a p s  n o t  c o m p l e t e ;  d i d  e r s t a n d  wha t  

y o u  w e r e  s a y i n g ?  

A .  I h a v e  t w o  o f  w h a t  I b e l i e v e  a r e  t h r e e  p a g  

may h a v e  a l l  t h r e e .  

I h a v e  f o u r  p 
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A. s h o u l d  be  c o m p l e t e .  

Q. T h i s  i s  a c o m p l e t e  one? 

A.  Y e s .  

Q -  E v i d e n t l y  y o u  o b t a i n e d  y o u r  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e  

a t  H a r v a r d ;  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma'am. 

Q. w h a t  i s  y o u r  d e g r e e  i n ?  

A .  c h e m i  s t r y  a n d  p h y s i c s .  

Q *  You r e c e i v e d  a B A  d e g r e e ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q *  You w e n t  o n  t o  Case W e s t e r n  R e s e r v e  S c h o o l  o f  

M e d i  c i  n e ,  g r a d u a t e d  i n  1 9 8 6 ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q. T h e r e a f t e r  i t  l o o k s  l i k e  y o u  b e g a n  y o u r  s p e c i a l t y  

t r a i  n i  ng?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. T e l l  me a b o u t  t h a t ,  y o u  w e r e  t r a i n e d  a t  P a r k l a n d  

a s  a s u r g i c a l  i n t e r n ,  c o r r e c t ,  f o r  a y e a r ?  

A.  Y e s ,  ma'am. 

Q. D i d  y o u  c o n t i n u e  t h e  r e s t  o f  y o u r  r e s i d e n c y  a t  

P a r k l a n d  i n  s u r g e r y ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. Y O U  f i n i s h e d  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s u r g i c a l  r e s i d e n c y  i n  

A .  Y e s ,  ma'am. 

I S ) 771- 
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Q. D u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  y o u  w e r e  a t  P a r k l a n d  w e r e  y o u  

t r a i n e d  i n  c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  s u r g e r y ?  

A .  I t  was an e l e c t i v e  as  p a r t  o f  g e n e r a l  s u r g e r y  

t r a i n i n g .  

Q *  T h a t  was y o u r  e x p o s u r e ,  e v i d e n t l y  y o u  m u s t  h a v e  

l i k e d  i t  enough  t o  a p p l y  f o r  a F e l l o w s h i p ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Y o r k  U n i v e r s i t y  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q. A f t e r  t h a t  I assume t h a t  y o u  o b t a i n e d  y o u r  B o a r d s  

i n  c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  s u r g e r y ,  i t ' s  t h o r a c i c  s u r g e r y ,  

c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q -  T h a t  was 1 9 9 4 ?  

A.  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q. I f  we go  t h r o u g h  y o u r  e m p l o y m e n t ,  w h i c h  o b v i o u s l y  

we h a v e n ' t  seen  t h i s  b e f o r e ,  y o u  o b t a i n e d  t h a t  B o a r d  i n  

1 9 9 4 ,  b u t  y o u  f i n i s h e d  y o u r  p r o g r a m  i n  1 9 9 3 .  who d i d  

y o u  w o r k  f o r  i n  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  1 9 9 3 ?  

A .  The  e n d  o f  1 9 9 3  t h r o u g h  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  1 9 9 5  I 

w o r k e d  a t  S a i n t  L u k e ' s  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  w i t h  a g r o u p  o f  

c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  s u r g e o n s .  

Q. S a i n t  L u k e ' s  i n  C l e v e l a n d ?  

A .  Y e s .  



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

1 0  

11 

1 2  

13 

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

1 9  

20 

2 1  

2 2  

2 3  

24 

2 5  

Q. who d i d  y o u  w o r k  w i t h ?  

A .  I w o r k e d  w i t h  t h r e e  o t h e r  s u r g e o n s ,  ~ a m e s  T h o r t o n  

was my c l o s e s t  a s s o c i a t e .  A l s o  w i t h  D r .  ~ a m e s  E n g l e  a n d  

f o r  a b r i e f  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  w i t h  o n e  o f  t h e m  who I c a n ' t  

remember  now.  

Q =  I g u e s s  l e t  me a s k  Y O U  t h i s  way I s u p p o s e :  I t  

s a y s  y o u  w e r e  w o r k i n g  f o r  C l e v e l a n d  T h o r a c i c  a n d  

c a r d i o v a s c u l a r  S u r g e o n s  f r o m  1 9 9 3  t o  1 9 9 5 ?  

A .  C o r r e c t .  

Q -  T h a t ' s  t h e  g r o u p  y o u  j u s t  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  me? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q. T h a t  g r o u p  h a d  s u r g i c a l  p r i v i l e g e s  a t  a number  o f  

C l  e v e 1  a n d  h o s p i  t a l  s ?  

A .  You a r e  c o r r e c t .  

Q -  S o m e t i m e s  t h e s e  a r e  n o t  t h a t  h a r d  t o  p i e c e  

t o g e t h e r  f o r  me I d o n ' t  s u p p o s e .  

T h a t  was M e r i d i a ,  S a i n t  A h x i S ,  

M a r y m o u n t ,  S a i n t  L u k e ' s ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q 9  T h e n  i n  1 9 9 5  d i d  y o u  l e a v e  t h e  C l e v e l a n d  T h o r a c i c  

a n d  c a r d i o v a s c u l a r  s u r g e r y  g r o u p ,  w o r k  f o r  o n e  y e a r  a t  

t h e  c l i n i c ?  

A .  Y e s .  The g r o u p  d i s s o l v e d  t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s  - -  

D r .  T h o r n t o n  moved t o  M i c h i g a n ,  D r .  E n g l e  t o o k  

d i  s a b i  1 i t y  - -  

SAG1 ORT 
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M R .  T R E A D O N :  You d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  go  

t h r o u g h  t h e  d e t a i l s  why .  

Q -  T h e y  d i s s o l v e d ,  y o u  w e n t  on  f o r  o t h e r  e m p l o y m e n t ?  

A .  T h e y  d i  s s o l v e d .  

Q *  You w o r k e d  f o r  one  y e a r  a t  t h e  C l e v e l a n d  c l i n i c ?  

A.  Y e s ,  ma'am. 

Q *  I j u s t  g u e s s e d .  T h a t  i s  o n l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  CV s a y s  

1 9 9 5 ,  i t  l o o k s  l i k e  t h r o u g h  p r e s e n t ,  i t  i s n ' t ?  

A .  C o r r e c t .  

Q 9  You w o r k e d  on  t h e  c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  s e r v i c e  a t  t h e  

c l i n i c ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q .  I h a t e  t o  a s k  i t ,  who was y o u r  s u p e r v i s o r  i f  y o u  

h a d  one?  

A .  I was an  a s s o c i a t e  s t a f f  member.  A s  an  a s s o c i a t e  

s t a f f  1 w o r k e d  w i t h  a number o f  s t a f f  p h y s i c i a n s ,  m o s t  

f r e q u e n t l y  I w o r k e d  w i t h  D r .  B r u c e  L y t l e ,  D r .  F l o y d  

L O O P ,  ~ r .  ~ e l o s  c o s g r o v e .  

Q -  You s t a y e d  t h e r e  g i v e  me an  i d e a  when t o  when? 

A .  J u l y  1, 1 9 9 5  t o  J u l y  1, 1 9 9 6 .  

Q *  I n  y o u r  e x p e r i e n c e  s u b s e q u e n t  t o  f i n i s h i n g  y o u r  

c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  F e l l o w s h i p ,  a t  a n y  t i m e  i n  1 9 9 3 ,  ' 9 4 ,  ' 9 5  

t h r o u g h  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  y o u  l e f t  t h e  C l e v e l a n d  c l i n i c  w e r e  

y o u  - -  I d o n ' t  know how t o  a s k  i t ,  w e r e  y o u  s e r v i n g  a s  a 

t r a u m a  s u r  eon  f o r  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ?  

I 
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A.  A t  S a i n t  L u k e ' s .  

Q. So a t  S a i n t  L u k e ' s  t h a t  was y o u r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  

y o u  w e r e  o n  c a l l  a s  a t r a u m a  s u r g e o n ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q -  when y o u  w e n t  t o  t h e  c l i n i c ,  w h a t  k i n d  o f  

c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  w o r k  d i d  y o u  do?  

A.  P r i m a r i l y  e l e c t i v e ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  e m e r g e n t .  

Q -  when y o u  s a y  o c c a s i o n a l l y  e m e r g e n t ,  c a n  y o u  d e f i n e  

f o r  me w h a t  q u a n t i t y  o f  y o u r  w o r k  was done  i n  e m e r g e n c y  

c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  s u r g e r y ,  i f  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e ?  

A .  1 w o u l d  g u e s s  5 t o  1 0  p e r c e n t  a t  m o s t .  

Q *  H o w  w o u l d  t h a t  come a b o u t  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  b e  c a l l e d  

u p o n  t o  d o  e m e r g e n c y  c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  w o r k ?  

A .  Q u i t e  a f e w  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t s  who d e v e l o p  i n j u r i e s  

t o  t h e i r  a o r t a ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t r a u m a t i c  i n j u r i e s ,  

a c q u i r e d  i n j u r i e s ,  a o r t i c  d i s s e c t i o n ,  a r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  

t h e  C l e v e l a n d  c l i n i c  f r o m  o u t l y i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  

t h e i r  c a r e .  

Q =  F a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  may n o t  h a v e  t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  o f  

p e r f o r m i n g  t h a t  s u r g i c a l  p r o c e d u r e ,  i s  t h a t  w h a t  y o u  a r e  

i n d i  c a t i  ng?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q. We w i l l  f o c u s  on  y o u r  y e a r  a t  t h e  c l i n i c  s i n c e  

t h a t  was y o u r  l a s t  one  b e f o r e  c o m i n g  h e r e .  

when y o u  w e r e  d o i n  e l e c t i v e  

FL ELL COURT 
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c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  p r o c e d u r e s ,  c a n  y o u  b r e a k  down f o r  me 

w h a t  k i n d  o f  p r o c e d u r e  and  w h a t  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  y o u r  t i m e  

y o u  s p e n t  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  y o u r  a b i l i t y ?  

A ,  A b o u t  90  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c a s e s  w e r e  e l e c t i v e ,  t h a t  

means s c h e d u l e d ,  p r o b a b l y  b e f o r e  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  

o p e r a t i o n ,  c a s e s  f o r  a c q u i  r e d  h e a r t  d i s e a s e .  A c q u i  r e d  

h e a r t  d i s e a s e  w o u l d  c o n s i s t  o f  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  p r i m a r i l y  

c o r o n a r y  a r t e r y  d i s e a s e  and  a c q u i  r e d  v a l v u l a r  d i  s o r d e r  

Q *  You w e r e  d o i n g  a l o t  o f  b y p a s s  s u r g e r y ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q -  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h a t  y o u  w e r e  d o i n g  i n  

a d d i t i o n  t o  b y p a s s  and  v a l v e  s u r g e r y  I t a k e  i t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q -  Were y o u  t h e  p e r s o n  who t h e  c l i n i c  - -  1 d o u b t  

i t  - -  w e r e  y o u  t h e  p e r s o n  t h e  c l i n i c  w o u l d  h a v e  d o i n g  

b r o n c h o s c o p i e s ,  e s o p h a g r a m s ,  t h i n g s  o f  t h a t  n a t u r e ?  

A .  N o t  p r i m a r i l y .  o c c a s i o n a l l y  f o r  p a t i e n t s  t h a t  

r e q u i r e d  i t  we w o u l d  do  t h o s e  t h i n g s .  

Q .  F a i r  e n o u g h .  

why d i d  y o u  l e a v e  t h e  C l e v e l a n d  c l i n i c ?  

A .  I o b t a i n e d  e m p l o y m e n t  a t  t h i  s i n s t i  t u t i  o n  - 
Q *  E x p l a i n  t h a t  t o  m e ,  w h a t  p o s i t i o n  y o u  t o o k  w i t h  

t h e m .  

A .  I t o o k  a p o s i t i o n  h e r e  as  a s t a f f  c a r d i a c  a n d  

t h o r a c i c  s u r g e o n  t o  w o r k  w i t h  D r .  c h r y s o s  a n d  D r .  T a w i l .  

(216) 7 
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Q -  I ' m  a l i t t l e  c o n f u s e d  b y  y o u r  a n s w e r  p r o b a b l y  

b e c a u s e  r d i d n ' t  a s k  a g o o d  q u e s t i o n .  

when y o u  s a i d  y o u  came t o  t a k e  a 

p o s i t i o n  h e r e ,  who d i d  y o u  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h ,  t h e  h o s p i t a l  

f o r  a p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  s u r g e o n s  o r  w i t h  

D r s .  C h r y s o s  a n d  T a w i l ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember a l l  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g s  t h a t  I h a d  o n  

my i n t e r v i e w  d a y  h e r e .  I know t h a t  I m e t  D r .  T a w i l  a n d  

c h r y s o s ,  1 b e l i e v e  t h a t  I m e t  a number  o f  t h e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a t  t h i s  h o s p i t a l  

a l s o .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e i r  names and  t h e  t i m e s  o f  my 

m e e t i n g s .  

Q *  The e m p l o y m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a t  y o u  w e r e  made 

a w a r e  o f ,  was i t  a d v e r t i s e d  a s  an  a s s o c i a t e  s u r g e o n  f o r  

t h i s  s u r g i c a l  g r o u p  o r  was i t  a d v e r t i s e d  a s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  

a c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  s u r g e o n  t o  be  a s t a f f  s u r g e o n  f o r  t h e  

h o s p i t a l ;  i f  y o u  r e c a l l ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q *  You i n t e r v i e w e d  f o r  a n d  o b t a i n e d  a p o s i t i o n  a s  a n  

e m p l o y e e  o f  w h a t  e n t i t y ?  

A.  R e g i o n a l  H e a r t  C e n t e r  

Q. T h a t  i s t h i s  g r o u p  h e r e ?  

A .  T h i s  g r o u p  o f  p h y s i c i a n s ,  y e s .  

Q =  Do y o u  h a v e  a n  e m p l o y m e n t  c o n t r a c t ?  

8 
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A. Yes ,  I d o .  

Q. A r e  y o u  a p a r t n e r  o f  t h e  g r o u p ?  

A.  N O ,  ~ ' m  n o t .  

Q. I w o u l d  a s k  t h a t  y o u  p r o v i d e  t o  M r .  T r e a d o n  a c o p y  

o f  y o u r  e m p l o y m e n t  c o n t r a c t .  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  I ' m  

g o i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  t h a t .  w h a t  do  y o u  n e e d  t h a t  f o r ?  

M I S S  KOLIS: We w i l l  t a l k  a b o u t  

i t .  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I'm a t  l i b e r t y  t o  do  t h a t .  

Q. We w i l l  d i s c u s s  t h a t .  

when w e r e  y o u  f i r s t  e m p l o y e d  h e r e ,  was 
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t h a t  1996? 

A.  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q. The Summer o f  1 9 9 6  i f  I ' m  f o l l o w i n g  o u r  

c o n v e r s a t i o n .  

w h a t  was y o u r  j o b  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  w h a t  w e r e  

y o u  h i r e d  t o  do?  

A.  s u r g i c a l  t h e r a p y  f o r  p a t i e n t s  r e q u i  r i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  

t h a t  I ' m  s p e c i a l i z e d  a n d  B o a r d  c e r t i f i e d  t o  d o .  

Q. W e r e  y o u  h i r e d  f o r  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  o f  

e x p e r t i s e ?  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  H e  j u s t  s a i d  w h a t  

h i s  a r e a  o f  e x  r t i s e  was .  

Q. i f  t h e r e  was a s p e c i a l  n e e d  y 
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Q. Y e s .  

A .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  how t h e  c a l l  s c h e d u l e  i s  d i s t r i b u t e d .  

T h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  o f  my f i e l d  w h i c h  o v e r l a p  w i t h  

o t h e r  s u r g e o n s  t h a t  do  n o t  w o r k  w i t h  o u r  g r o u p ,  s o  t h e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  t h o s e  a r e a s  a r e  s h a r e d .  

F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n s  

a t  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  who a r e  t h o r a c i c  s u r g e o n s  who w i l l  

d e a l  w i t h  c h e s t  t r a u m a  t h a t  i s  a d m i t t e d  f r o m  t h e  

e m e r g e n c y  room o u t s i d e  o f  o u r  g r o u p .  

Q. s o  I g u e s s  l e t  me see  i f  I i n t e r p r e t  y o u r  a n s w e r .  

We c a n  d i s c u s s  i t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  

I n  t e r m s  o f  b e i n g  t h e  o n - c a l l  d o c t o r ,  

y o u ' r e  n o t  s u r e  how t h e  s c h e d u l e  i s  s e l e c t e d  b u t  y o u  

w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  t o  be  an  o n - c a l l  d o c t o r  

f o r  t h o r a c i c  e m e r g e n c i e s ,  i . e . ,  b l u n t  c h e s t  t r a u m a ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q. C a r d i o t h o r a c i c ,  c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  e m e r g e n c i e s ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. G e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g  i n  1 9 9 7  how f r e q u e n t l y  w e r e  y o u  

t h e  o n - c a l l  t h o r a c i c  s u r g e o n ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q *  Was i t  o n c e  a week? 

A .  I d o n ' t  p a y  a n y  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  c a l l  s c h e d u l e .  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  G i v e  h e r  y o u r  b e s t  

g u e s s .  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0  

11 

1 2  

1 3  

14 

1 5  

1 6  

1 8  

19 

2 0  

2 1  

2 2  

2 3  

2 5  

1 5  

f i l l i n g  w i t h i n  t h i s  g r o u p ?  

A.  A S  t i m e  h a s  e v o l v e d  I t h i n k  I d i d  f i l l  a s p e c i a l  

n e e d  o f  t h e  g r o u p .  I d o  n o t  know t h e  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  t h e  

p e o p l e  t h a t  h i r e d  me when I came t o  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  

Q *  I w a s n ' t  t r y i n g  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  y o u  g u e s s e d  t h e i r  

i n t e n t i o n s .  w h a t  I w a n t  t o  know i s  when y o u  came t o  

w o r k ,  was a n  a g r e e m e n t  r e a c h e d  o r  was t h e r e  d i s c u s s i o n  

t h a t  t h e y  h a d  a n e e d  f o r  someone t o  do  t h e i r  b y p a s s  

s u r g e r y  o r  t h e i r  v a l v e  s u r g e r i e s ,  o r  w e r e  y o u  j u s t  h i r e d  

i n  g e n e r a l  t o  c o v e r  a l l  b a s e s ?  

A "  To  d o  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  a B o a r d  c e r t i f i e d  

c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  s u r g e o n  d o e s .  

9 .  The p r a c t i c e  y o u  e n t e r e d ,  I g a t h e r  y o u  h a d  

i n - o f f i c e  p a t i e n t s  y o u  saw o n  a r e g u l a r  b a s i s ;  t h a t  i s  a 

f a i r  s t a t e m e n t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma'am. 

Q. R e f e r r e d  t o  y o u  p r o b a b l y  f r o m  o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n s ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  d i d  y o u  s e r v e  a s  a n  a t t e n d i n g  

o n  a n  o n - c a l l  b a s i s  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  f o r  t h e  

c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  s e r v i c e ,  c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  s u r g e r y ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q. H O W  d i d  t h a t  w o r k ?  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  Y O U  mean t h e  

s c h e d u l e ?  

FL 
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A .  My b e s t  g u e s s  i s  t h a t  f o r  p e r i o d s  o f  a m o n t h  a t  a 

t i m e  o u r  g r o u p  i s  t h e  p r i m a r y  g r o u p  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

t h o r a c i c  e m e r g e n c i e s .  D u r i n g  t h a t  m o n t h  1 w o u l d  be  

t a k i n g  c a l l  o n  a v e r a g e  e v e r y  t h i r d  d a y .  

Q. T h a t  i s  a l l  I w a n t  t o  know,  i f  y o u  knew how i t  was 

d i v i d e d  u p ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  c a l l  i s  d i s t r i b u t e d  among t h r e e  

1 d i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e  s o  I b e l i e v  

Q -  w h a t  o t h e r  t w o  g r o u p s  w o u l d  t h o s e  o n - c a l l  t h o r a c i c  

p e r s o n s  r e p r e s e n t ?  

A .  1 d o n ' t  know t h e  c o r p o r a t e  names.  

Q -  I s  i t  t w o  o t h e r  g r o u p s  o f  t h o r a c i c  s u r g e o n s ?  

A .  T h o r a c i c  s u r g e o n s .  

Q -  T h e r e  i s n ' t  a n o t h e r  c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  s u r g e r y  g r o u p  

p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s  a t  t h i s  h o s p i t a l ,  a r e  t h e r e ?  

A .  N o t  c a r d i a c  s u r g e r y .  

Q. Have y o u  h a d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l o o k  a t  y o u r  n o t e s  

b e f o r e  t h i s  d e p o s i t i o n  t o d a y ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q *  T o  t h e  b e s t  o f  y o u r  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  o r  b a s e d  u p o n  

w h a t  i s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  n o t e s ,  when was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  

t h a t  y o u  saw M a r l a  S p r e a d b u r y ?  

A .  T h e  m o r n i n g  f o l l o w i n g  h e r  a d m i s s i o n .  

Q.  o y o u  h a v e  a r e f e r e n c e  i n  y o u r  c h a r t ?  
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M R .  T R E A D O N :  You w a n t  t o  u s e  t h a t  

n o t e b o o k  I g a v e  y o u ?  

Q *  We a s k e d  f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e c o r d s  b e c a u s e  we 

w a n t e d  t o  s e e  t h e m .  

A .  I b e l i e v e  i t  was i n  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  u n i t ,  i t ' s  

d o c u m e n t e d  i n  t h e  n u r s e s '  n o t e s  f r o m  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  

u n i t  t h e  m o r n i  n g  f o l l  o w i  n g  h e r  admi  s s i o n .  

Q- Y O U  a r e  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  n u r s i n g  n o t e s ,  r i g h t ,  w h a t  

t i m e  d o  t h e  n u r s e s '  n o t e s  r e f l e c t  y o u  w e r e  i n  t h e  

i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  u n i t ?  

A .  S o m e t i m e  a f t e r  9 : 2 0  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g .  

Q. You know t h a t  b e c a u s e  y o u  a r e  l o o k i n g  i n  t h e  

n u r s i n g  n o t e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q. w h a t  d o e s  t h a t  n o t e  r e a d ,  t h e  one  y o u  a r e  

r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  

A .  D r .  K r a l i k  n o t i f i e d  o f  c o n d i t i o n  a n d  h e r e .  

Q -  w h a t  i s  y o u r  memory o f  w h a t  y o u  w e r e  t o l d  a n d  when 

y o u  f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  M r s .  s p r e a d b u r y  was i n  n e e d  o f  

c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  c a r e ,  I g u e s s  t h a t  i s  t h e  e a s y  way t o  a s k  

i t ?  

A .  S e v e r a l  m i n u t e s  b e f o r e  I w e n t  t o  s e e  h e r  1 was 

n o t i f i e d  t h a t  h e r  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  was l o w .  

Q. Were y o u  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  o r  w e r e  y o u  i n  y o u r  

o f f i c e ?  
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A.  ~n t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

Q. Were y o u  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  d o i n g  r o u n d s  o n  p a t i e n t s ?  

A .  1 was a s s i s t i n g  w i t h  s u r g e r y  o n  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  o f  

t h e  h o s p i t a l .  M i s s  s p r e a d b u r y  was a p a t i e n t  o n  t h e  

f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

Q -  s h e  was down i n  t h e  I CU, y o u  w e r e  u p  i n  s u r g e r y ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q -  who w e r e  i n  s u r g e r y  w i t h ,  i f  y o u  know? 

M R .  T R E A D O N :  Y O U  mean t h e  

p a t i e n t ?  

9 -  N O ,  I d o n ' t  w a n t  t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  name. w e r e  y o u  

a s s i  s t i n g  a s u r g e r y ?  

A.  1 d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  w h i c h  p h y s i c i a n  P was 

a s s i s t i n g  b u t  t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  D r .  T a w i l  a n d  

D r .  C h r y s o s  was b o t h  p e r f o r m i n g  s u r g e r y  t h a t  m o r n i n g .  

Q. B e c a u s e  y o u  w o u l d n ' t  be  a s s i s t i n g  a n y b o d y  e l s e  

o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  t w o  d o c t o r s ?  

A .  C o r r e c t .  

Q *  So t h e y  p a g e d  y o u  i n  t h e  O R ,  i s  t h a t  y o u r  

r e c o l l  e c t i  on?  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  D o n ' t  g u e s s .  ~f y o u  

r e m e m b e r ,  f i n e ,  i f  y o u  d o n ' t .  

Q *  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  e v e n t s ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  t h e  way P was n o t i f i e d ,  

b u t  I b e l i e v e  I was n o t i f i e d  j u s t  a f w m i n u t e s  e a r l i e r  
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t h a t  h e r  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  was v e r y  l o w .  

Q .  Y O U  l e f t  t h e  s u r g e r y ,  came down t o  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  

t o  s e e  t h e  p a t i e n t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q .  D i d  y o u  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w r i t e  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  n o t e ?  

A .  I do  n o t  b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q.  The  r e a s o n  I a s k ,  ~ ' m  j u s t  a s k i n g ,  w h a t  1 h a v e ,  1 

may n o t  h a v e  a 7 1  t h e  n o t e s ,  t h e  n o t e  I h a v e  t h e  f i r s t  

t i m e  1 s e e  y o u r  name i n  t h e  c h a r t  w i t h  y o u r  s i g n a t u r e  I 

b e l i e v e  i s  t h e  p r e - o p  n o t e .  ~ a v e  y o u  r e v i e w e d  y o u r  

p r e - o p  n o t e  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q.  The  way I r e a d  i t ,  y o u  h a v e  f a i r l y  n i c e  

1 h a n d w r i t i n g ,  4 3  y e a r  o l d  w i t h  an  a o r t i c  t r a n s e c t i o n  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q -  T e l l  me, s i n c e  t h e r e  i s  n o t  a w r i t i n g  y o u  a r e  

g o i n g  t o  h a v e  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  f o r  me, t h e  s e q u e n c e  o f  

e v e n t s  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  f o l l o w i n g  y o u  c o m i n g  d o w n s t a i r s ,  up  

t o  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  she i s  t a k e n  t o  t h e  s u r g e r y ,  1 w o u l d  

1 i k e  t h a t  s e q u e n c e  f i  r s t .  

A .  when a t i e n t  i n  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  e 

s h e  s t i l l  was h y p o t e n s i v  I . V .  p r e s s o r  a 

2 
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s p e c i f i c a l l y  L e v o p h e d .  

1 many p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  e t i o l o g y  o f  h e r  h y p o t e n s i o n ,  

t h a t  a o r t i c  t r a n s e c t i o n  was o n e .  I a r r a n g e d  f o r  a n  

i m m e d i a t e  a n d  u r g e n t  a r t e r i o g r a m  a n d  a o r t o g r a m .  s h e  was 

t r a n s f e r r e d  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  t h e  a o r t o g r a p h y  

s u i t e ,  w h i c h  i s  i n  t h e  r a d i o l o g y  a r e a  o n  t h e  same f l o o r  

o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

I was p r e s e n t  w i t h  h e r  d u r i n g  t h a t  exam. 

F o r  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  t h a t  she  was i n  r a d i o l o g y  h e r  

b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  seemed t o  be  a d e q u a t e .  

1 i m p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  f i n d i n g s  d u r i n g  a o r t o g r a p h y .  

i s  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  hematoma t h a t  was a p p e a r i n g  o n  h e r  

d e l a y e d  f i l m s  d u r i n g  h e r  a o r t o g r a p h y .  A S  s o o n  a s  w e  

w e r e  a b l e  t o  d i a g n o s e  t h a t  i n j u r y ,  w e  c o n t a c t e d  t h e  

o p e r a t i n g  room t o  g e t  t h e  p a t i e n t  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  room 

f o r  e m e r g e n t  s u r g e r y .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  w h e t h e r  I s p o k e  

t o  t h e  h u s b a n d  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  M Y  n o t e  w o u l d  seem t o  

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  I d i d .  T h a t  d o e s  n o t  s t a n d  o u t  i n  my 

memory ,  

On a r r i v a l  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  room w e  

u s u a l  m o n i  t o r i  n 

Q. s t o p  y o u .  I w o u l d  o r t  o f  l i k  

s e p a r a t e  o u t  t h i s  s e q u  n c e  o f  e v e n t s  t h e n  f r o m  t h e  

I LL cou 71- 
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Do y o u  n o r m a l l y ,  D o c t o r ,  go  t o  t h e  

a o r t o g r a m  w i t h  y o u r  p a t i e n t s  i f  y o u  o r d e r  one?  

A .  I l i k e  t o  b e  t h e r e ,  y e s .  

Q. B e c a u s e  y o u  c a n  w a t c h  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  p e r s o n  who i s  

p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  c o r r e c t ,  t o  s e e  o r  b e  t o l d  

w h a t  - -  do  y o u  h a v e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  i n t e r p r e t  w h a t  i s  

b e i n g  s e e n  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  e x a m i n a t i o n  on  y o u r  own? 

M R .  T R E A D O N :  Y O U  a s k e d  a c o u p l e  

q u e s t i o n s .  Do y o u  w a n t  t o  know why he g o e s ?  

MISS K O L I S :  Y e s .  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  Why do  y o u  g o ?  

Q m  Some d o c t o r s  d o ,  some d o n ' t ,  why do  y o u  go w i t h  

y o u r  p a t i e n t s ?  

1 4  1 A .  when I o r d e r  a o r t o g r a p h y  i t ' s  b e c a u s e  1 s u s p e c t  a 
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when a p a t i e n t  h a s  a 

t r a n s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  a o r t a  t h e y  c a n  a t  a n y  t i m e  h a v e  a 

c a r d i a c  a r r e s t ,  s o  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  be p r e s e n t  i f  t h e y  do  

h a v e  an  a r r e s t  s o  t h a t  I c o u l d  r e s u s c i t a t e  t h e  p a t i e n t .  

Q. You s t a t e d  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  when y o u  g o t  down t o  ICU 

a c o u p l e  m i n u t e s  a f t e r  y o u  w e r e  n o t i f i e d  s h e  h a d  l o w  

p r e s s u r e  t h e r e  w e r e  i n  y o u r  m i n d  s e v e r a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  

o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  c o u l d  c a u s e  l o w  p r e s s u r e ;  am I s t a t i n g  

t h i s  a c c u r a t e l y ?  

A.  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q =  D o c t o r ,  w h a t  i f  a n y t h i n g  d i d  Y O U  know a b o u t  t h e  
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p a t i e n t ' s  c o u r s e  o f  t r e a t m e n t  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  f r o m  t h e  

t i m e  s h e  was a d m i t t e d  up  t o  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  y o u  w e n t  down 

t o  s e e  h e r  i n  ICU? 

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  A s k i n g  w h a t  h e  knew 

a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

Q. when y o u  g o t  d o w n s t a i r s ,  w h a t  i f  a n y t h i n g  d i d  y o u  

know a b o u t  t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  c o u r s e  o f  t r e a t m e n t  i n  t h e  

h o s p i t a l  b e f o r e  y o u r  a r r i v a l  i n  ICU? 

M R .  T R E A Q O N :  I f  y o u  r e m e m b e r ,  

d o n ' t  t r y  t o  g u e s s .  

A.  1 d o n ' t  remember e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  I h e a r d .  when I 

was i n  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  room a s s i s t i n g  t h e  message  was 

g i v e n  t o  me t h e  p a t i e n t  h a d  a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  a c c i d e n t  

w i t h  s e v e r e  i n j u r i e s .  I do n o t  remember e x a c t l y  w h i c h  

i n j u r i e s  w e r e  m e n t i o n e d  t o  me b e f o r e  I w e n t  d o w n s t a i r s .  

1 d o  r e c a l l  t h a t  I was t o l d  t h a t  t h e  p a t i e n t  d i d  h a v e  a 

CT" s c a n  d o n e .  

Q -  I ' m  w o n d e r i n g  when y o u  g o t  down t h e r e  who was 

g i v i n g  y o u  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  p a t i e n t ?  

A .  when I a r r i v e d  t h e  n u r s e s  a t  t h e  b e d s i d e .  

Q =  D i d  a d o c t o r ,  ~ r .  T e l e s z  come i n  a n d  t a l k  t o  y o u ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e a k i n g  t o  Q r .  T e l e s z .  

Q *  How w e r e  y o u  a b l e  t o  o r  why was i t  w i t h i n  y o u r  

d i f f e r e n t i a l  t o  s u s p e c t  a d i s s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  a o r t a  i f  y o u  

i d n ' t  e v e n  know s h e  h a d  b e e n  i n  a n  a u t o  a c c i d e n t ?  

C A M P 6 ~ L L  COU 
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A.  1 b e l i e v e  t h a t  I was t o l d  t h a t  she  was i n  a n  a u t o  

a c c i d e n t .  

Q. Y O U  h a d  t h e  b a s i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  when y o u  g o t  down t o  

I C U ?  

A.  Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  - -  may I e x p l a i n  w h e r e  7: was 

i n  a l i t t l e  more  d e p t h ?  

Q. A b s o l  u t e l  y .  

A.  when w e  do  o p e n  h e a r t  s u r g e r y ,  w h i c h  i s  w h a t  1 was 

d o i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  w e  g e n e r a l l y  h a v e  one  p r i m a r y  

p h y s i c i a n  and  one  a s s i  s t a n t  p h y s i c i a n .  The  a s s i  s t a n t  i s 

t h e r e  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  h i s  p r e s e n c e  

i s n ' t  a b s o l u t e l y  e s s e n t i a l .  when t h e  p a t i e n t  h a d  h e r  

h y p o t e n s i o n  I b e l i e v e  t h e  n u r s e s  c a l l e d  u p s t a i r s  

d i r e c t l y ,  t h e  message was g i v e n  t o  me b y  a n u r s e  who was 

c i r c u l a t i n g  i n  t h e  room I was i n .  

A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  s u r g e o n  who was a c r o s s  

h e n  I i m m e d i a t e l y  w e n t  d o w n s t a i r s .  s o  1 

h a d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h a t  p e r s o n ,  a n d  a l s o  f r o m  t h e  

n u r s e s  d o w n s t a i r s .  

Q *  1 w o u l d  a s k  y o u  do y o u  k e e p  a c o p y  i n  y o u r  o f f i c e  

f o r  r e c o r d  k e e p i n g  p u r p o s e s  o f  y o u r  s u r g e r y  s c h e d u l e s ?  

A .  1 d o n ' t  know i f  t h e y  k e e p  c o p i e s  h e r e .  I t  i s  

s c h e d u l e d  w i t h  t h e  m a i n  s c h e d u l i n g  d e s k  o f  t h e  O R ,  y o u  
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c a n  f i n d  t h o s e  r e c o r d s .  

Q *  F a i r  e n o u g h .  I t  w o u l d  t e l l  u s  who t h e  a t t e n d i n g  

w a s ,  y o u  w o u l d  be  l i s t e d  a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  i n  a l l  

p r o b a b i  1 i t y ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. I t ' s  a p r e t t y  g o o d  g u e s s .  

A .  I t h i n k  s o .  

Q. s o  someone g a v e  y o u  some i n f o r m a t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  i t  

was t h e  n u r s e  o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  y o u  a t  l e a s t  a t  a m in imum 

knew s h e  h a d  b e e n  i n  an  a u t o m o b i l e  a c c i d e n t ?  

A.  C o r r e c t .  

Q. O t h e r  t h a n  t h e  t r a n s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  a o r t a ,  w h a t  was 

w i t h i n  y o u r  p o t e n t i a l  d i f f e r e n t i a l  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  

c a u s e d  t h e  p r e s s u r e  t o  d r o p ?  

A .  H y p o t e n s i o n  f r o m  c a r d i a c  c o n t u s i o n  f r o m  a 

p n e u m o t h o r a x ,  a t e n s i o n  p n e u m o t h o r a x ,  i n t r a - a b d o m i n a l  

b l o o d  l o s s .  T h o s e  a r e  t h e  t h r e e  m o s t  l i k e l y  t h i n g s  t h a t  

I t h o u g h t  o f .  

Q. A t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  i s n ' t  a n o t e  t h a t  y o u  

d i c t a t e d  l a t e r ,  t h a t  i s  why I h a v e  t o  a s k  t h e  q u e s t i o n s ,  

d i d  y o u  e l i m i n a t e  t h e s e  o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  a 

r e a s o n ?  

A.  T h a t  was t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  my g o i n  d0wnsta- i  r s ,  t h e  

p a t i e n t  h a d  c h e s t  t u b e s ,  t h e y  seemed t o  be  f u n c t i o n a l .  

Q. T h a t  w o u l d  r u l e  o u t  a t e n s i o n  p n e u ~ o t h o r a x ?  

FL 
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A. G e n e r a l l y  a n d  a l o n g  w i t h  a u s c u l t o r y  exam.  T h e  

o t h e r  o n e s  a r e  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e l i m i n a t e  u r g e n t l y .  

G e n e r a l l y  c a r d i a c  c o n t u s i o n s  a r e  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  

a r r y t h m i a ,  g r o s s  a r r h y t h m i a s .  I d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  i t  was 

t h o s e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I n t r a - a b d o m i n a l  b l o o d  l o s s  u s u a l l y  

r e s u l t s  i n  a f i r m ,  d i s t e n d e d  abdomen.  

Q -  T h a t  w a s n ' t  p r e s e n t ?  

A.  N o t  t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  was n o t  p r e s e n t .  

Q. B e f o r e  we g e t  t o  t h e  s u r g e r y  i s s u e  - -  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  T h a t  i s 1 awye r 

s p e a k ,  t h e  s u r g e r y  i s s u e .  

Q. I t  i s  l a w y e r  s p e a k .  I w i s h  I c o u l d  d o  d o c t o r  

s p e a k ,  I h a v e n ' t  b e e n  t o  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l .  

O n  o c c a s i o n  s i n c e  c o m i n g  t o  t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  g r o u p ,  I g a t h e r  y o u ' v e  b e e n  

c a l l e d  t o  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  room t o  e v a l u a t e  b l u n t  t r a u m a  

p a t i e n t s ;  w o u l d  I be f a i r  i n  t h a t  g u e s s ?  

A .  Y e s .  p a r k l a n d  i s  a c e n t e r  f o r  t r a u m a  c a r e .  

Q *  P r e t t y  g o o d  o n e ,  p a r e n t h e t i c a l l y .  

A.  I a l s o  s p e n t  t i m e  a t  B e l l e v u e  d u r i n g  my t i m e  i n  

New Y o r k .  

Q. T e l l  me how y o u  as  a c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  s u r g e o n  w o r k  

u p  a b l u n t  c h e s t  t r a u m a  p a t i e n t ?  

M R .  T A B E R :  I o b j e c t  t o  t h e  

e x t e n t  h e ' s  a f a c t  w i t n e s s ,  n o t  a n  e x p e r t ,  s o  a n y t h i n g  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI  & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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M I S S  KOLIS: T h a n k  y o u ,  

M r .  T a b e r .  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  

A.  I m m e d i a t e l y  w e ' r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  w h a t  w e  c a l l  t h e  

a i r w a y ,  b r e a t h i n g  a n d  c i r c u l a t i o n  p r o b l e m s ,  A ,  B ,  C ' s  

f o r  t h e s e  p a t i e n t s .  We w a n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n  a i r w a y ,  

make s u r e  i t ' s  s e c u r e ,  make s u r e  t h e y  c a n  b r e a t h e  a n d  

t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  some p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e i  r c i  r c u l a t o r y  

s y s t e m .  

I f  we f e e l  t h a t  t h e  p a t i e n t  i s  s t a b l e  w e  

w i l l  o r d e r  some t e s t s  f o l l o w i n g  o u r  i n i t i a l  exam a n d  

s u r v e y .  o u r  i n i t i a l  exam a n d  s u r v e y  a r e  c h e s t  t r a u m a ,  

u s u a l l y  j u s t  i n c l u d e s  p a l p a t i o n  t o  c h e c k  f o r  

s u b c u t a n e o u s  hematoma,  o r  u n s t a b l e  r i b s ,  p o s s i b l y  

p a r a d o x i c a l l y  m o v i n g  r i b s .   usc cult at ion t o  c h e c k  f o r  

b r e a t h  s o u n d s .  s i m p l e  o b s e r v a t i o n  f o r  h e m a t o m a s ,  

d i s f i g u r e m e n t .  

Q. when y o u  s a y  s i m p l e  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  y o u  a r e  t a l k i n g  

e x t e r n a l  hematoma? 

A.  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  F o l l o w i n g  t h a t  we  w o u l d  g e n e r a l l y  

o r d e r  a c h e s t  x - r a y .  

L e t  me a s k  y o u  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  a l t h o u g h  I ' m  g o i n g  I Q' 
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t o  l e t  y o u  g o  o n  w i t h  y o u r  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  

room o f  M e r c y  H o s p i t a l ,  i s  t h e  s c e n a r i o  y o u  a r e  

o u t l i n i n g  f o r  me w h a t  y o u  do  t o  e v a l u a t e  a c h e s t  t r a u m a ,  

i s  t h a t  c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  a p r o c e d u r e s ,  p o l i c y  o r  

p r o t o c o l  m a n u a l  f o r  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  b l u n t  c h e s t  t r a u m a ?  

A.  when y o u  s a y  p r o c e d u r e s  m a n u a l ,  y o u  mean a m a n u a l  

f r o m  M e r c y  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r ?  

Q -  Y e s .  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  Y O U  mean t h a t  t e l l s  

t h e  d o c t o r s  how t o  be  d o c t o r s  o r  f o r  n u r s i n g ,  w h a t  d o  

y o u  mean? 

Q .  w h a t  I mean i s ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  i s  t h e r e  a d o c u m e n t  

i n  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  room t h a t  l i s t s  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  o f  how 

t o  t r j a g e  f o r  a b l u n t  c h e s t  t r a u m a ?  

A .  I d o  n o t  know.  

Q. Y O U  h a v e n ' t  r e a d  o n e ,  o r  i f  y o u  h a v e  y o u  d o n ' t  

r e c a l  l ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  one i n  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  room a t  

M e r c y  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r .  

Q -  G o i n g  o n ,  s o  t h e n  y o u  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  e x t e r n a l  

? 

G e n e r a l l y  t h a t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t e s t  f o r  p a t i e n t s .  I 
9 .  c h e s t  f i l m s  i s  o r d e r e d ,  w h a t  a r e  y o u  l o o k i n g  f o r  

o n  t h e  c h e s t  f i l m  i n  a b l u n t  c h e s t  t r a u m a ?  

You c h e c k  t h e  b o n y  a n a t o m y  t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  a r e  a n y  1 A .  

FL 
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. You c h e c k  f o r  p n e u m o t h o r a c e s ,  y o u  c h e c k  

f o r  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m  s i l h o u e t t e ,  f o r  a n y  

p l e u r a l  f l u i d  t h a t  t h e  p a t i e n t  m i g h t  h a v e ,  t h e  s i z e  o f  

t h e  c a r d i a c  s i l h o u e t t e ,  a n y  p o s s i b l e  i n f i l t r a t e s  o r  

c o n t u s i o n  i n  t h e  1 u n g  t i  s s u e .  

Q. A t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  M r s .  s p r e a d b u r y  was a d m i t t e d  

S e p t e m b e r  2 3 ,  1 9 9 7  y o u  h a d  been  w i t h  t h i s  g r o u p  a b o u t  a 

y e a r  a n d  t h r e e  m o n t h s .  

D u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e  h a d  y o u  a n d  Dr. C h r y s o s  

i f  I ' m  p r o n o u n c i n g  t h a t  c o r r e c t l y  a n d  D r .  T a W i l  

d i s c u s s e d  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  how y o u  a s  a g r o u p  w o u l d  

t r i a g e  b l u n t  c h e s t  t r a u m a ?  

A .  D u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  o u r  d a y  a t  t h e  m e d i c a l  c e n t e r  

t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  o u r  t i m e  i s  s p e n t  d i s c u s s i n g  p a t i e n t s  

a n d  how we f e e l  t h e y  s h o u l d  be  t r e a t e d .  

w i t h  t h a t  s a i d ,  I do  n o t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  

w h e t h e r  we h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  g u i d e 1  i ne  f o r  

t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n j u r y .  

Q. You d o n ' t  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  i n  w r i t i n g  i n  y o u r  o f f i c e  

t h a t  r e f l e c t s  w h a t  p r o c e d u r e s  y o u  w o u l d  f o l l o w  i n  w h a t  

o r d e r  r e g a r d i n g  b l u n t  c h e s t  t r a u m a ?  

A .  N o t  i n  my o f f i c e .  

Q. when y o u  f i r s t  came t o  w o r k  h e r e ,  w e r e  y o u  

s u p e r v i s e d  b y  e i t h e r  D r .  T a w i l  o r  c h r y s o s  o r  w e r e  Y O U  

p r e t t y  much b e c a u s e  o f  y o u r  t r a i n i n g  an  b a c k g r o u n d  l e f t  

1 
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t o  manage t r a u m a  c a s e s  a s  t h e y  came i n  o n  c a l l  o n  y o u r  

P r e t t y  much t o  w o r k  on  my own.  

You,  y o u r s e l f ,  ~ o c t o r ,  h a v e  y o u  h a d  o c c a s i o n s  when 

y o u r  c h e s t  x - r a y  r e v e a l s  a w i d e n i n g  o f  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m ?  

Do y o u  p e r s o n a l l y  s e n d  t h e  p a t i e n t s  f o r  a C A T  s c a n  

t o  e v a l u a t e  t h a t  w i d e n i n g  o r  do  y o u  p r e f e r  t h e y  g o  

i m m e d i a t e l y  f o r  a n  a o r t o g r a m ?  

M R .  T A B E R :  o b j e c t i o n .  same 

o b j e c t i o n  a s  b e f o r e .  I c a n  p r e s u m e  i t  w i l l  be  

c o n t i n u i n g  t o  t h i s  l i n e  o f  q u e s t i o n i n g .  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  Y O U  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  

u s e  h i m  a s  an  e x p e r t  now.  ~e w a s n ' t  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  

c a r e  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t  u n t i l  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y .  

M I S S  K B L I S :  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  

1 7  

1 8  

1 9  
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2 1  

2 2  
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2 4  

5 

o u t  w h a t  t h i s  g r o u p  t h i n k s  was a s  a p r e f e r e n c e  t o  one  

exam o v e r  a n o t h e r .  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  T h e r e  i s  g r o u p  

t h i n k i n g ?  T h e s e  a r e  t h e  d o c t o r s  t h a t  a r e  ~ o a r d  

c e r t i f i e d  i n  t h o r a c i c  s u r g e r y .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  some 

l a t i t u d e .  A r e  we g o i n g  t o  g e t  i n t o  u s i n g  h i m  as an  

e x p e r t  w i t n e s s  a g a i n s t  one  o f  h i s  p a r t n e r s ,  I ' m  n o t  

g o i n g  t o  p e r m i t  i t .  

. M E A D O W S :  1 o b j e c t  f o r  t h e  
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r e c o r d .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e r e  i s  a q u e s t i o n .  

z a s k e d  i f  h e  h a d  a d i a g n o s t i c  p r e f e r e n c e  when h e  

s e e s  t h e  w i d e n i n g  m e d i a s t i n u m  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  he  w o u l d  

p r e f e r  t o  d o  a CT o r  p r o c e e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  a n  

T h e r e  a r e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i n  w h i c h  y o u  m i g h t  p r e f e r  

o n e  o r  t h e  o t h e r .  

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a s  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  a p a t i e n t  

w i t h  m u l t i p l e  i n j u r i e s  t o  t h e  h e a d ,  i n j u r i e s  s u s p e c t e d  

t o  t h e  abdomen,  i n j u r i e s  t o  t h e  c h e s t ,  i t ' s  a 

p o s s i b i l i t y  t o  t a k e  t h e  p a t i e n t  t o  t h e  CT  s c a n  s u i t e ,  do  

a l l  t h r e e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a t  t h a t  same t i m e ,  a s s e s s  a 

A .  T h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n s  when maybe t h e r e  i s  no  

s u s p i c i o n  o f  o t h e r  i n j u r i e s  t o  t h e  h e a d  o r  t o  t h e  

abdomen,  n o  s u s p i c i o n  o f  o t h e r  s o f t  t i s s u e  o r  o t h e r  

t i s s u e  i n j u r i e s  t o  t h e  c h e s t  s u c h  as  p u l m o n a r y  

c o n t u s i o n ,  t h e n  y o u  m i g h t  d o  an  a o r t o g r a m .  

The  p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h e  a o r t o g r a m  i s  t h a t  

i t  w i l l  n o t  g i v e  y o u  a n y  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  r i b  

f r a c t u r e s ,  p u l m o n a r y  c o n t u s i o n s ,  p e r i c a r d i a l  e 

w h i c h  c o u l d  r e p r e s e n t  c i ac  c0n tus - i  o n ,  p o s s i  b l  e 

CAM L COURT 71- 
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I n  a d d i t i o n ,  CT s c a n s  h a v e  b e e n  r e f i n e d  

t h r o u g h  t h e  p e r i o d  t h a t  I h a v e  b e e n  a p h y s i c i a n .  when 1 

was i n  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  we w e r e  u s i n g  f i r s t  g e n e r a t i o n  CT 

s c a n n e r s .  The i m a g e s  o f  t h e  a o r t a  w e r e  n o t  i d e a l .  T h e y  

w e r e  g o o d ,  b u t  t h e y  w e r e n ' t  i d e a l .  N O W  w e  h a v e  s p i r a l  

CT s c a n n e r s  w i t h  1 . V .  b o l u s e s ,  we c a n  g e t  a t r e m e n d o u s  

a m o u n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h o u t  r e q u i  r i n g  t h e  p a t i e n t  t o  

w a i t  30 m i n u t e s  f o r  a s p e c i a l i z e d  r a d i o l o g i s t  t o  come,  

w a i  t i  n g  f o r  r a d i o l o g y  t e c h s ,  s p e c i  a1  i z e d  

r a d i o l o g y  t e c h  t o  come t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  r i s k  

o f  a r t e r i a l  p u n c t u r e .  

A r t e r i a l  p u n c t u r e  c o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  many 

s o r t s  o f  c o m p l i c a t i o n s .  Y O U  c a n  h a v e  a s t r o k e ,  y o u  c a n  

d i s s e c t  t h e  a o r t a  f r o m  t h e  a r t e r i a l  p u n c t u r e ,  y o u  c a n  

g e t  t h r o m b u s  w i t h  o c c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  v e s s e l .  T h a t  c a n  be  

a h o r r i b l e  p r o b l e m .  T h e r e  a r e  d e f i n i t e  c o r n p f i c a t i o n s  t o  

a o r t o g r a p h y  . 
9 .  1 j u s t  w a n t e d  t o  know how y o u  v i e w e d  t h a t .  

when y o u  d e c i d e d  t h a t  M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y  

n e e d e d  a n  a o r t o g r a m ,  w e r e  t h e  s p e c i a l  r a d i o l o g i s t s  

a1  r e a d y  h e r e  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q. A t  t h i s  f a c i l i t y  a r e  t h e y  h e r e  f o r  a p r e s c r i b e d  

s,  VE PORT 



3 3  

1 

2 

3 

4 

8 

9 

1 0  

11 

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

1 9  

20 

2 1  

2 2  

2 3  

2 4  

2 5  

1 number  o f  h o u r s  o r  a r e  t h e y ,  i f  y o u  know? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know.  I know t h e y  w e r e  h e r e  t h a t  d a y .  1 I 

I 
I 

~ d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  s u i t e  was i m m e d i a t e l y  a v a i l a b l e .  % n  

o t h e r  w o r d s ,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a p a t i e n t  t h a t  was h a v i n g  

a s t u d y  d o n e ,  t h e r e  was a s m a l l  w a i t  f o r  t h e  p r o c e d u r e .  

Q .  tiow l o n g  do  y o u  t h i n k  t h e  w a i t  was i f  y o u  c a n  

r e c a l l  ? 

A *  I c a n  ' t remember 

Q .  My q u e s t i o n  was :  A r e  y o u  a w a r e  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  i s  

o n  p r e m i s e s ,  2 4  h o u r s  a d a y ,  a p e r s o n  who c a n  d o  an  

a o  r t o g  ram? 

A.  T h e r e  i s  n o t .  

Q. Do y o u  know w h a t  t i m e  t h a t  s u i t e  - -  I c a l l  i t  a 

s u i t e  - -  i t  c l o s e s ;  do  y o u  know w h a t  t i m e ?  

A.  N O ,  ma 'am.  

Q 9  T h a t ' s  o k a y .  Y O U  go w i t h  h e r  t o  t h e  a o r t o g r a m ,  

y o u  know t h e r e  i s  a d i s s e c t i o n ,  c o r r e c t ,  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  

e x a m i  n a t i  o n ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q. Y O U  a r e  I ' m  a s s u m i n g  f r a n t i c a l l y  c a l l i n g  f o r  a n  

o p e r a t i n g  room a t  t h a t  p o i n t ?  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  I o b j e c t  t o  f r a n t i c .  

Q. 1'11 w i t h d r a w  t h e  w o r d .  

You a r r a n g e d  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i v e  s u i t e  

b a s e d  u p o n  t h a t  e x a m i  n a t i o n ?  
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A.  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q *  D O  y o u  r e c a l l  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  y o u  s p o k e  w i t h  

M r s .  s p r e a d b u r y '  h u s b a n d  b e f o r e  t h e  s u r g e r y ?  

A.  My n o t e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  1 d i d .  H o w e v e r ,  t h a t  d o e s  

n o t  s t a n d  o u t  i n  my memory .  

Q 9  w h a t  d o e s  t h a t  mean? 

A '  T h e r e  a r e  many t h i n g s  a b o u t  t h  s c a s e  t h a t  I c a n  

r e c a l l ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  was a y e a r  a n d  a h a l f  a g o .  

B a s i c a l l y  i t  was b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  s o m e t h i n g  b a d  was g o i n g  t o  h a p p e n  t o  t h e  

p a t i e n t .  

+ 

r remembered  d i s t i n c t l y  t h e  p i c t u r e  o n  

t h e  a o r t o g r a m  a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  hematoma was r a p i d l y  

e n l a r g i n g ,  I remember  many d e t a i l s  v i v i d l y  f r o m  t h e  

o p e r a t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  v e r y  d r a m a t i c .  

Q. L e t  me a s k  y o u  a c o u p l e  o f  q u e s t i o n s  o n c e  a g a i n  

b a c k  t o  t h e  a o r t o g r a m .  

r g e t  t h a t  y o u  a r e  t e l l i n g  me y o u  c a n  

v i v i d l y  remember  s e e i n g  t h e  hematoma.  w h i l e  t h e  

e x a m i n a t i o n  was g o i  n g  on was t h e  hematoma i n c r e a s i  n g  i n 

s i z e  f r o m  y o u r  p e r c e p t i o n  d u r i n g  t h a t  exam? 

A.  w h a t  h a p p e n s  i s  t h a t  a f t e r  d y e  i s  i n j e c t e d  i n t o  

r t e r y ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  an  i n j u r y  t o  t h e  a o r t a  i t  w i l l  

l e a v e  t h e  l u m e n  o f  t h e  a o r t a  and  m i x  w S t h  a n d  o p a c i f y  a 

hematoma a r o u n d  t h e  a o r t a .  ~t d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean 
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t h a t  t h e  hematoma was e n l a r g i n g  a s  we w e r e  w a t c h i n g  i t ,  

i t  means t h e  d y e  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  i n  t h e  a o r t a  was 

g r a d u a l l y  f i l l i n g  a s p a c e  a r o u n d  t h e  a o r t a .  

Q. The v i s u a l  y o u  h a v e  o f  t h e  d y e  i s  - -  

A.  D i s s i p a t i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  a r e a .  

Q -  G i v i n g  y o u  t h e  f u l l  p i c t u r e  o f  w h a t  t h e  hematoma 

l o o k e d  l i k e ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q *  I n  l a w y e r l y ,  p r o b a b l y  n o t  t o o  d o c t o r l y ,  l e t ' s  s e e  

i f  I c a n  do  t h i s .  

A t  t h e  t i m e ,  b a s e d  upon  w h a t  y o u  w e r e  

a b l e  t o  s e e ,  was t h e  hematoma s t i l l  c o n t a i n e d  a t  t h a t  

p o i n t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q. The r u p t u r e  o c c u r r e d  l a t e r ,  t h e  r u p t u r e  o f  t h e  

hematoma;  w o u l d  y o u  a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  s o ,  y e s .  

Q *  Back  t o  w h e r e v e r  we  w e r e  b e f o r e  I b a c k t r a c k e d  a n d  

q u e s t i o n e d  y o u ,  y o u  j u s t  d o n ' t  v i v i d l y  remember  s p e a k i n g  

t o  M r .  s p r e a d b u r y  p r i o r  t o  s u r g e r y ?  

A.  Yes ,  ma 'am.  

Q. Was M a r l a  s p r e a d b u r y  p a r a p l e g i c  b e f o r e  y o u  

p e r f o r m e d  y o u r  s u r g e r y ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know. 

I Q* E x p l a i n  y o u r  a n s w e r  t o  m e .  

ERS 
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M R .  T R E A D O N :  As o p p o s e d  t o  

s o m e t h i n g  he  d o e s n ' t  know,  how do  y o u  e x p l a i n  t h a t ?  

M I S S  K O L I S :  1'11 a s k  i t  a n o t h e r  

w a y ,  M r .  T r e a d o n ,  i f  y o u  d o n ' t  l i k e  t h e  p h r a s e o l o g y .  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  I ' m  n o t  g i v i n g  

t e s t i m o n y ,  i f  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  go  a h e a d  a n d  

a n s w e r  i t .  

A.  when I was a s s e s s i n g  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  p r i o r  t o  h e r  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  do  an  i d e a l  n e u r o l o g i c  exam. 

Q- You c o u l d n ' t  do an  i d e a l  n e u r o l o g i c  e x a m i n a t i o n  a t  

t h a t  t i m e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  m e d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  

t o  h a v e  h e r  i n t u b a t e d ?  

A.  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t y  r e q u i r e d  t o  k e e p  h e r  b l o o d  

p r e s s u r e  a t  a d e c e n t  l e v e l .  

Q -  I ' m  s o r r y ,  t h a t  i s  w h a t  I g e t  f o r  l o o k i n g  a t  

M r .  E m e r s h a w ' s  n o t e  when a r e  y o u  a n s w e r i n g .  

when y o u  s a y  t h e  a c t i v i t y  r e q u i r e d  t o  

k e e p  a t  a d e c e n t  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e ,  w h a t  a r e  Y O U  r e f e r r i n g  

t o ?  

A. p a t i e n t  was i n  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  u n i t  

h e r  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  was l o w ,  we w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  i n c r e a s e  

I AMP 
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p r e s s u r e .  

Q *  D i d  he  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  s u r g e r y ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q. I f  t h e r e  a r e  d o c u m e n t s  t h a t  made i t  l o o k  l i k e  y o u  

w e r e  t h e  a s s i s t a n t ,  he  w a s  t h e  p r i m a r y  s u r g e o n ,  t h a t  

w o u l d  be  i n a c c u r a t e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  w h a t  d o c u m e n t s  a r e  

y o u  r e f e r r i n g  t o .  

Q *  I ' m  a s k i n g  b e c a u s e  my b r a i n  i s  t e l l i n g  me t h e  

a n e s t h e s i a  r e c o r d  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  t h a t  w a y .  

It's n o t  a b i g  e v e n t .  ~ t ' s  y o u r  memory y o u  w e r e  t h e  

p r i m a r y  s u r g e o n ?  

A .  Yes, ma'am. 

Q *  J u s t  o u t  o f  c u r i o s i t y ,  i n  y o u r  g r o u p  i f  y o u  h a v e  a 

r u l e ,  who d i c t a t e s  t h e  o p e r a t i v e  summary? 

A .  u s u a l l y  i t ' s  t h e  s u r g e o n  o f  r e c o r d .  

Q. Have y o u  r e v i e w e d  t h e  s u r g e r y  r e p o r t  f r o m  t h e  

r e p a i  r o f  t h e  r u p t u r e ?  

A .  Yes, ma'am.  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  a b o u t  t h e  o p  

n o t e ?  

M I S S  K O L I S :  Y e s ,  h i s  o p  n o t e .  

I ' m  c a l l i n g  i t  h i s  ap  n o t e  b u t  - -  

Q. D i d  y o u  d i c t a t e  t h i s  o p e r a t i v e  summary o r  d i d  
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i t  w i t h  c e r t a i n  m e d i c a t i o n s .  

Q* T h o s e  m e d i c a t i o n s  - -  

A.  L e v o p h e d .  ~ r a n s f e r  h e r  f r o m  t h e  a o r t o g r a m  s u i t e  

t o  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  room,  a n  i d e a l  n e u r o l o g i c  exam t a k e s  

many m i n u t e s  t o  p e r f o r m .  The m i n i m a l  t i m e  w o u l d  be  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  s i x  o r  s e v e n  m i n u t e s .  

s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  i s  done  n o t  i n  a 

s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  y o u  w e r e  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  a p a t i e n t  d y i n g  

a t  a n y  m i n u t e  b e c a u s e  t h e  s i x  o r  s e v e n  m i n u t e s  y o u  s p e n d  

d o i n g  a n e u r o l o g i c  exam c o u l d  be  t h e  s i x  o r  s e v e n  

m i n u t e s  t h a t  c o s t  a p a t i e n t  t h e i r  l i f e .  

Q. L i m i t e d  i n  n a t u r e ?  

A.  L i m i t e d .  

Q. s u r e .  L e t ' s  s e e  i f  I c a n  p i e c e  t h i s  t o g e t h e r .  

Y o u ' v e  been  t o  t h e  a o r t o g r a m ,  y o u ' v e  

made a c a l l  t o  a r r a n g e  f o r  a s u r g i c a l  s u i t e ,  d i d  , 

D r .  C h r y s o s  t h e n  e n t e r  t h e  p i c t u r e  b e c a u s e  y o u  c a l l e d  

h i m  o r  he  came d o w n s t a i r s ,  w h a t  h a p p e n e d ?  

A.  I do n o t  r e c a l l  my c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  D r .  c h r y s o s  

b e f o r e  g o i n g  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  room.  I d o  know t h a t  he  

came t o  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  room a t e r  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  h a d  

a1  r e a d y  b e e n  s t a r t e d .  
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D r .  c h r y s o s ?  

A .  I d i c t a t e d  t h e  o p e r a t i v e  summary .  

Q.  is s i g n a t u r e  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  t y p e w r i t t e n  v e r s i o n  

f o r  w h a t  r e a s o n ,  i f  y o u  know? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know.  I assume - -  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  D o n ' t  a s s u m e .  

Q .  Y O U  d o n ' t  know why t h a t  i t  i s .  ~n a n y  e v e n t ,  y o u  

c r o s s e d  i t  o u t ,  Y O U  e n d e d  up s i g n i n g  t h e  r e p o r t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q *  I t h i n k  I j u s t  a s k e d  t h i s ,  d i d  y o u  d i c t a t e  t h e  

o p e r a t i v e  r e p o r t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q -  when t h i s  was r e c e i v e d  b a c k  f r o m  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  

w h i c h  l o o k s  l i k e  a d a y  l a t e r ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ,  o r  i s  t h a t  

i t  was t r a n s c r i b e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q. T h e r e  a r e  some a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  

w h i c h  w e r e  i n  y o u r  h a n d w r i t i n g ,  t h a t  a r e  d a t e d  9 - 3 0 - 9 7 ;  

d o  y o u  s e e  t h e m ?  

A.  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q .  w o u l d  t h a t  b e  t h e  d a t e  when y o u  saw t h e  o p e r a t i v e  

t r a n s c r i p t i o n ?  

A .  T h a t  w o u l d  e t h e  d a y  I made t h e  c o r r e c t i o n s .  I 

b e l i e v e  t h i s  was t h e  d a y  t h a t  I f i r s t  saw t h e  d i c t a t i o n .  

Q. I S t h a t  p r e t t y  n o r m a l  - -  who d o e s  y o u r  

SAG1 
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t r a n s c  r i  p t i  o n ,  ope  r a t i  v e ?  

HOSpi t a l  s y s t e m .  

H o s p i t a l  s y s t e m  does  t h e  o p e r a t i v e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n ,  

w h a t  i s  t h e  n o r m a l  - -  I s h o u l d  n e v e r  u s e  t h a t  w o r d  i n  a 

m e d i c a l  d e p o s i t i o n  - -  w h a t  i s  t h e  a v e r a g e  t u r n  a r o u n d  

t i m e  y o u  c a n  a n t i c i p a t e  on  an  o p e r a t i v e  d i c t a t i o n ?  

u s u a l l y  we s e e  t h e  d i c t a t i o n  t h r e e  t o  f o u r  

b u s i n e s s  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  p r o c e d u r e .  

The  f i r s t  t h i n g  y o u  added  was t h a t  p a t i e n t  was 

u n a b l e  t o  move h e r  l o w e r  e x t r e m i t i e s  p r e - o p .  Y O U  s i g n e d  

t h a t  w i t h  y o u r  s i g n a t u r e ,  d a t e d  i t .  why d i d  y o u  f e e l  

t h a t  t h a t  was i m p o r t a n t  t o  add  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i v e  summary? 

I t  was an  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  I h a d  made. 

P r i o r  t o  r e v i e w i n g  t h i s  o p e r a t i v e  n o t e ,  b e t w e e n  

t h e  2 4 t h  a n d  3 0 t h ,  d i d  y o u  h a v e  a n y  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  

y o u r  p a r t n e r s  - -  do  y o u  c o n s i d e r  ~ r .  T a w i l  a n d  

D r  C h r y s o s  a s s o c i a t e s ?  

Q .  I a s k e d  y o u  e a r l y  on  i f  y o u  w e r e  a p a r t n e r  i n  t h i s  

b u s i n e s s  e n t i t y .  who i s s u e s  t h e  p a y c h e c k  t o  y o u ?  

A.  D O  y o u  mean who s i g n s  t h e  p a y c h e c k ?  

Q -  R i g h t ,  who s i g n s  y o u r  p a y c h e c k ?  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  D O  y o u  know who 

s i g n s  y o u r  p a y c h e c k ?  

THE W I T N E S S :  Y e s .  
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M R .  T R E A D O N :  I s  t h a t  r e a l l y  

i m p o r t a n t ,  who s i g n s  t h e  p a y c h e c k ?  The  c o r p o r a t i o n  p a i d  

y o u ?  

Q. The  c o r p o r a t i o n  p a y s  y o u ?  

A .  The c o r p o r a t i o n  p a y s  me. 

Q. I n  a n y  e v e n t ,  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  y o u  r e a d  t h i s  

o p e r a t i v e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n ,  h a d  y o u  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  

D r .  T a w i l  a n d  D r .  c h r y s o s  t h e  e v e n t s  l e a d i n g  u p  t o  t h e  

s u r g e r y  t h a t  y o u  p e r f o r m e d  on  M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y ?  

A .  1 do  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  b u t  1 f e l t  we m u s t  

h a v e  h a d  d i s c u s s i o n s  b e c a u s e  w e  a r e  a g r o u p  o f  

p h y s i c i a n s  t h a t  t a k e s  c a r e  o f  o u r  p a t i e n t s  t o g e t h e r .  w e  

c o n f e r  a b o u t  o u r  p a t i e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when t h e y  h a v e  

p r o b l e m s  t o  t r y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  how b e s t  we c a n  h e l p  t h e m .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  o u r  c a l l  i s  s h a r e d .  F o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  t h e r e  m i g h t  be  a p a t i e n t  t h a t  1 am t h e  p r i m a r y  

s u r g e o n  o n  who a f t e r  s i x  o ' c l o c k  D r .  T a w i l  may be  

a n s w e r i n g  some q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  f r o m  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  

u n i t  n u r s e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  we a l l  t r y  t o  f a m i l i a r i z e  

o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  e v e r y  p a t i e n t  t h a t  w e  t a k e  c a r e  o f .  

Q. L e t  me j u s t  g o  b a c k w a r d  now,  1 '11 a s k  a b e t t e r  

s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n .  

On t h e  2 3 r d  when M r s ,  s p r e a d b u r y  was 

a d m i t t e d  d i d  y o u  a n d  D r .  T a w i l  a n d  D r .  C h r y s o s  d i s c u s s  

t h i s  b l u n t  c h e s t  t r a u m a  p a t i e n t  t h a t  D r .  T a w i l  was g o i n  

FL 9 CA 
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o v e r  t o  e x a m i n e ?  

A .  N o .  The  r e a s o n  i s  t h a t  i t  was i n  t h e  e v e n i n g .  

Q. So i s  y o u r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  O r .  T a w i l ' s  f i r s t  

exam was i n  t h e  e a r l y  e v e n i n g ,  t h e r e f o r e  y o u  w o u l d n ' t  

h a v e  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  p a t i e n t  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  He w a s n ' t  t h e r e  t h e  

d a y  b e f o r e .  

Q. S e p t e m b e r  2 3 ,  I g a t h e r ?  

A .  I do  n o t  r e c a l l  a n y  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t  p r i o r  

t o  my s e e i n g  h e r  9 : 2 0  on  t h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g ,  o n  t h e  2 4 t h .  

Q. I a s k e d  y o u  a b o u t  d i s c u s s i o n s  a f t e r w a r d s ,  

a f t e r w a r d s ,  a f t e r  t h e  s u r g e r y ,  d i d  y o u  l o o k  a t  t h e  C A T  

s c a n s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  p e r f o r m e d  o n  M r s .  s p r e a d b u r y  o n  t h e  

2 3 r d ?  

A .  I do  n o t  b e l i e v e  I d i d .  

Q *  D i d  y o u  d i s c u s s  t h e  C A T  s c a n s  w i t h  D r .  T a w i l ,  d i d  

he  t e l l  y o u  he  h a d  l o o k e d  a t  a l l  o f  t h e m  o r  s e e n  t h e m ?  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  w h a t  t i m e  f r a m e  a r e  

y o u  t a l  k i n g  a b o u t ?  

A .  On my way down t o  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  room I h e a r d  t h a t  

t h e  CT s c a n  was n e g a t i v e ,  d i d  n o t  show an  i n j u r y .  

Q. My q u e s t i o n  was d i d  y o u  t a l k  w i t h  D r .  Taw31 

d u r i n g  - -  y o u  c o u l d n ' t  t a l k  t o  h i m  d u r i n  t h e  s u r g e r y  

o b v i o u s l y ,  d i  y o u  t a l k  t o  h i m  a f t e r  s u r  

w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  he  h a d  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  CT s c a n  b e f o r e  t h i s  

I 
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1 do  n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  p i e c e  o f  

i n f o r m a t i o n .  

Q *  You i n d i c a t e d  i n  y o u r  t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  y o u r  g r o u p  

s h a r e s  c a l l ,  t h e r e f o r e  y o u  d i s c u s s  p a t i e n t s  a n d  p a t i e n t  

c a r e  a s  a g r o u p ?  

A.  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q. A f t e r  y o u  p e r f o r m e d  t h i s  s u r g e r y  on  

M r s .  s p r e a d b u r y ,  d i d  t h i s  g r o u p  h a v e  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  

r e g a r d i n g  M r s .  s p r e a d b u r y  a n d  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h i s  

d i s s e c t i o n  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  d e t e c t e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  

i t  was? 

M R .  O C K E R M A N  o b j e c t i o n .  

A .  I do  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  o f  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n .  

1 know t h a t  w e  w e r e  d i s a p p o i n t e d  i n  h e r  o u t c o m e .  We 

w e r e  e v e n  h a p p y  s h e  was a l i v e .  A t  t i m e s  d u r i n g  h e r  

c o u r s e  we d i d  n o t  t h i n k  she  w o u l d  l i v e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  

t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n .  

Q *  Y O U  a r e  i n d i c a t i n g  t o  me y o u  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  

d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  be r e s p o n s i v e  t o  my 

q u e s t i o n  as  t o  w h e t h e r  o 

M R .  T A B E R :  o b j e c t i o n .  

AGI 
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M R .  O C K E R M A N :  o b j e c t i o n .  

M I S S  K O L I S :  Read i t  b a c k  a n d  we 

w i l l  d e a l  w i t h  my p h r a s e o l o g y .  

- - _ . _ . -  

( Q u e s t i o n  r e a d . )  

_ . _ . - - -  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  D O  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  

t h e  q u e s t i o n  now a f t e r  s h e  r e a d  i t  b a c k ?  

A .  1 t h i n k  s o .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  was some 

d i s c u s s i o n  a s  t o  why t h e  C T  was n e g a t i v e ,  a o r t o g r a m  was 

p o s i t i v e .  I b e l i e v e  we t a l k e d  a b o u t  some o f  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  be  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

t h a t .  I d o n ' t  remember a n y  t h o u g h t s  a b o u t  m i s s e d  

o p p o r t u n i t y .  We w e r e  h a p p y  s h e  was a l i v e .  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  T h a t ' s  f i n e .  

Q. A t  a n y  t i m e  d i d  D r .  T a w i l  o r  D r .  C h y r s o s  a f t e r  t h e  

s u r g e r y  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  t h e y  had  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  C A T  s c a n s  

a n d  a p s e u d o a n e u r y s m  was on t h a t  C A T  s c a n ?  

I d o  r e c a l l  D r .  T a w i l  t e l l i n g  me a n  i n i t i a l  I A s  
r e a d i n g  on  t h e  C A T  s c a n s  was r e v i s e d  b y  t h e  r a d i o l o g i s t .  

Q *  D O  y o u  know i f  i t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  i s s u e  o f  a 

p s e u d o a n e u r y s m ?  

A .  1 d o n ' t  know i f  t h e y  u s e d  t h e  w o r d  p s e u d o a n e u r y s m .  

~ ' w t  n o t  s u r e  a s  t o  t h e  d e t a i l s .  

I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  

FL ELL COURT 77 
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e x a c t  d e t a i l s  o f  how t h e y  c h a n g e d  t h e i r  r e a d i n g  b u t  I d o  

remember  t h a t  t h e i  r i n i  t i a l  r e a d i n g  was n o t  s u s p i c i o u s .  

/ T h e i  r s e c o n d  r e a d i  n g  n o t  b e i  n g  t o t a l  1 y d i  a g n o s t i  c ,  w o u l d  

l e a d  t o  m o r e  s u s p i c i o n .  

Q. Does y o u r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  a l l o w  y o u  t o  r e c a l l  i f  y o u  

know when t h i  s a1  1 e g e d  r e v i  s i o n  o c c u r r e d ,  t h e  r e v i  s i  o n  

o f  t h e  r e a d i n g ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  o b j e c t i o n .  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  ,411 e g e d  r e v i  s i  o n ?  

Q. The  r e v i  s i  o n .  

A.  I h e a r d  t h i s  - -  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  Y O U  a s k e d  h i m  i f  he  

knows  a n y t h i n g ,  he  t o l d  y o u  w h a t  he  knew,  y o u  c a l l  i t  

a 1  1 e g e d .  

M I S S  K O L I S :  I ' v e  b e e n  d r i v i n g  

f o r  t w o  d a y s .  

A .  I b e l i e v e  i t  was a f t e r  o u r  s u r g e r y  t o o k  p l a c e .  

Q *  D o c t o r ,  do  y o u  h a v e  an  o p i n i o n  a s  t o  why 

M r S .  S p r e a d b u r y  became p a r a p l e g i c ?  

A .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a number  o f  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  

1 t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  a l l  be  c o n s i d e r e d .  

A b o u t  6 p e r c e n t  o f  p e o p l e  w i t h  

t r a n s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  a o r t a  a r r i v e  i n  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  room 

w i t h  p a r a p l e g i a .  I t  c a n  be  a p r e s e n t i n g  f i n d i n g .  T h i s  

i s  a p a t i e n t  t h a t  f o r  a t i m e  was p a r a l y z e d  w i t h  

CAMPBELL COU 
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m e d i c a t i o n s ,  i n t u b a t e d ,  s e v e r e l y  s i c k ,  i t ' s  v e r y  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  do  a g o o d  n e u r o l o g i c  exam o n  t h e  p a t i e n t  

when t h e y  come i n .  s o  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  p a t i  

was p a r a p l e g i c  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  i n  t h e  c a r  i n  w h i c h  s h e  was 

i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  a c c i d e n t .  I d o n ' t  know,  b u t  I t h i n k  

i t ' s  a d i  s t i  n c t  p o s s i b i l i t y .  

T h i s  i s  a n o t h e r  r e c o g n i z e d  c a u s e  o f  

p a r a p l e g i a .  N i c e  e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  i s  a c t u a l l y  i n  

p a t i e n t s  who w e  r e p a i r  a o r t i c  d i s s e c t i o n s  o n ,  t h e y  c a n  

a f t e r  s u c c e s s f u l  r e p a i r  o f  t h e  a o r t i c  d i s s e c t i o n  become 

p a r a p l e g i c  t h r e e  d a y s  l a t e r .  ~ v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  a r t e r y  i s  

i n t a c t ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  more  b l e e d i n g ,  t h e y  c a n  s i t  u p ,  

a b r u p t l y ,  p o o l  b l o o d  i n  t h e  l e g s ,  l o w e r  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e ,  

d e c r e a s e  p e r f u s i o n  o f  t h e  a n t e r i o r  s p i n a l  a r t e r y  a n d  

become a p a r a p l e g i c  t h r e e  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  s u r g e r y .  

A p r o l o n g e d  p e r i o d  o f  h y p o t e n s i o n  c a n  

c a u s e  p a r a p l e g i a .  The p a t i e n t  d i d  h a v e  p r o l o n g e d  

Q *  when y o u  s a y  s h e  h a d  a p r o l o n g e d  p e r i o d  o f  

1 h y p o t e n s i o n ,  c a n  y o u  d e f i n e  f o r  me t h e  p e r i o d  when h e r  

n?  

M R .  T A B E R :  o b  j e c t i  o n  I 

M R .  T R E A D Q N :  Y O U  c a n  a n s w e r .  

FL s, VE E L L  COURT R 
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A .  

1 was r e s u s c i t a t e d  w i t h  a l o w  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  f o r  h e r  

j o u r n e y  t o  t h e  a n g i o g r a m  s u i t e .  T h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  

e p i s o d e .  T h e n  o n l y  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  was s h e  n o r m a l  

B. when i t  i s  2 8  o v e r  lo? 

A.  when a p a t i e n t  d i e s  y o u  l o o k  a t  t h e  b l o o d  

p r e s s u r e ,  t h a t  i s  u s u a l l y  w h a t  i t  i s .  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  w h a t ?  

A.  I t  w i l l  e q u i l i b r a t e  s o m e t h i n g  b e t w e e n  20  a n d  30  o n  

t h e  m o n i t o r  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  n o  l i f e  i n  a p a t i e n t .  

T h a t  i s  a c o l u m n  o f  f l u i d ,  i t ' s  t h e  f l u i d  p r e s s u r e  

i n s i d e  o f  o u r  b l o o d  v e s s e l s ,  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  30  t o  4 0  i s  

n o t  v e r y  h i g h .  

Q- I ' m  s o r r y .  I i n t e r r u p t e d  y o u .  Y O U  w e r e  

d i s c u s s i n g  w i t h  me how y o u  w e r e  d e f i n i n g  - -  

A .  I t ' s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h e  p a t i e n t  was p a r a p l e g i c  i n  

t h e  f i e l d .  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  e x a m i n e  h e r  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  

o r  t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  i n  d e t a i l  enough  t o  r e n  e r  a n  o p i n i o n  

o n  t h a t .  

I t ' s  a p o s s i  b i  1 i t y  t h e  p a t i  e n t  became 

a r a p l e g i c  i n  t h a t  p e r i o d  o f  h y p o t e n s i o n  i n i t i a t e d  a t  

PBELL COURT 



48 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

1 2  

13 

14 

1 5  

1 6  

17 

1 8  

1 9  

20 

2 1  

2 2  

2 3  

2 4  

2 5  

n i n e  o ' c l o c k  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m o r n i n g .  I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  

t h e  p a t i e n t  was p a r a p l e g i c  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  hematoma 

s h e a r i n g  o f f  t h e  a r t e r y  o f  A d a m k i e w i c z ,  t h a t  c o u l d  o c c u r  

a t  a n y  t i m e ,  t h a t  c a n  o c c u r  a n y  t i m e  d u r i n g  

p r e s e n t a t i o n .  T h o s e  a r e  t h e  m a i n  t h i n g s .  

Q =  You j u s t  h a v e n ' t  - -  y o u  d i d n ' t  i n  y o u r  c o u r s e  o f  

c o n t i n u i n g  c a r e  o f  M r S .  s p r e a d b u r y  a f t e r  t h e  s u r g e r y ,  

b e f o r e  s h e  l e f t  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  s i t  down a n d  t r y  t o  make 

t h a t  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ;  i s  t h a t  a f a i r  s t a t e m e n t ?  

A .  I t h i n k  i t  was d i s c u s s e d  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  a n y  o f  

u s  know w i t h  c e r t a i n t y ,  

Q. I n  t h o s e  d i s c u s s i o n s  do y o u  r e c a l l  b e i n g  t o l d  b y  

D r .  T a w i l  t h a t  M r s .  s p r e a d b u r y  i n  f a c t  c o u l d  move h e r  

l o w e r  e x t r e m i t i e s  when she  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  

room? 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q. I ' m  j u s t  a s k i n g  i f  y o u  remember .  

You c o n t i n u e d  t o  c a r e  f o r  h e r  f o l l o w i n g  

t h i s  s u r g e r y ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. How d i d  y o u r  o f f i c e  do  i t ,  a r o t a t i o n  b a s i s  o r  d i d  
\ 

y o u  s o r t  o f  t a k e  h e r  o n  p r i m a r i l y ?  

A.  We a l l  r o u n d e d  o n  h e r  on  a d a i l y  b a s i s  a s  I 

r e c a l l .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  a l l  o f  us  a t  some t i m e  w r o t e  

some n o t e s ,  d i d  some p r o c e d u r e s  o n  h e r  w h i l e  s h e  was i n  

FLO 9 AM 
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t h e  h o s p i t a l .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I d i d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  

c o m m u n i c a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  f a m i l y  b e c a u s e  I e s t a b l i s h e d  a 

g o o d  r a p p o r t  w i t h  t h e m .  

Q *  1 was g o i n g  t o  a s k  i f  y o u  remember d i s c u s s i n g  w i t h  

t h e  f a m i l y ,  b e i n g  a s k e d  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  h e r  p r o g n o s i s ,  

s h a r i n g  w i t h  t h e m  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  i n  s u r g e r y ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q *  You remember N a r k  p r e t t y  w e l l ,  ~ r .  s p r e a d b u r y ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q -  Do y o u  remember h e r  s o n  and  d a u g h t e r ?  

A.  And d a u g h t e r ,  y e s ,  ma'am. 

Q *  D r .  Taw41 p r e p a r e d  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  summary ;  i s  t h a t  

r i g h t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q *  How d o  y o u  d e c i d e  w h i c h  p e r s o n  i n  y o u r  g r o u p  when 

y o u ' v e  g o t  j o i n t  c a r e  g o i n g  on  p r e p a r e s  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  

summary? 

A .  G e n e r a l l y  w h o e v e r  d i s c h a r g e s  t h e  p a t i e n t .  

9. w h o e v e r  i s  t h e r e  on  t h e  d a y  o f  d i s c h a r g e ?  

A .  w h o e v e r  w r i t e s  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  o r d e r .  

Q *  Have y o u  r e a d  D r .  T a w i l  ' s  d i s c h a r g e  summary?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. You g u y s  c o n s u l t  w i t h  one  a n o t h e r  w h a t  t o  p u t  o n  

t h e  d i s c h a r g e  s u m m a r i e s  o r  one  p e r s o n  w r i t e s  t h e m ?  

A.  G e n e r a l l y  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g s  a b o u t  d i s c h a r  
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summary i s  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  a r e  t h e  d i a g n o s e s  a n d  

m e d i  c a t i o n s  S O  t h a t  p h y s i  c i  a n s  f o l l  o w i  n g  t h e  p a t i  e n t  

w i l l  be  a w a r e  o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s .  

Q -  S O  p a r t  o f  i t  i s  t o  c o n f i  r m  d i a g n o s i s ,  ~r I )  T a w i l  ' S  

s e c o n d  d i  a g n o s i  s i n h i  s d i  s c h a r g e  summary i s p a r a p l e g i a  

p o s t  a n d  p r e - o p e r a t i v e ;  do  y o u  s e e  t h a t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q. D O  y o u  h a v e  a d i s p u t e  w i t h  t h e  d i a g n o s i s  as h e  

l i s t e d  i t ?  

A.  N O ,  ma 'am.  

Q.  I n  t h e  h i s t o r y ,  and  I c o u l d  n o t  f i n d  t h i s  i n  t h e  

n o t e s ,  t h i s  i s  w h e r e  I w o u l d  l i k e  y o u  t o  h e l p  me w i t h  

t h e  h i s t o r y  p o r t i o n ,  i f  y o u  c o u l d  s e e  w h e r e  i t  s a y s  

h i s t o r y  o f  i l l n e s s ,  p r e s e n t  i l l n e s s ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q -  Go t o  t h e  l a s t  s e n t e n c e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p a r a g r a p h ?  

A.  Y e s ,  ma 'am.  

Q -  A c t u a l l y  y o u  h a v e  t o  g o  t o  t h e  t w o  s e n t e n c e s ,  I'll 

b e g i n  i t  f o r  y o u ,  s h e  h a d  d r o p p e d  h e r  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  t o  

b a s i c a l l y  n o t h i n g  f o r  s e v e r a l  m i n u t e s  i n t r a o p e r a t i v e l y .  

I n  t h e  ICU s h e  was f i n e ,  woke up  b u t  was p a r a p l e g i c .  O f  

w h a t  d o e s  t h a t  s e n t e n c e  s u m m a r i z e ,  i s  

I 

SAG 
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24  

2 

I 5 1  

' t h i s  b e f o r e  t h e  s u r g e r y  o r  a f t e r  t h e  s u r g e r y ?  

A .  B e f o r e  s u r g e r y .  

Q. The a n g i o g r a m  s u i t e  f o r  a n g i o g r a m ,  t h a t  me 

a o  r t o g  ram? 

A.  I n  t h i s  c a s e  i t  d o e s .  

Q -  I w a n t e d  t o  be  c e r t a i n .  

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  who o b s e r v e d  t h i s  movement  

o f  h e r  a r m s ,  h e r  u p p e r  e x t r e m i t i e s ?  

A.  1 g u e s s  he  i s  b a s i n g  t h i s  on  my o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  

p a t i e n t ,  b e c a u s e  I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  he  saw t h e  

p a t i e n t  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  h y p o t e n s i o n .  1 

b e l i e v e  he  was b u s y  i n  s u r g e r y .  

Q -  s o  c a n  I f a i r l y  i n t e r p r e t  t h i s  a s  an  a c c u r a t e  

c o n c l u s i o n  o f  m e d i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  s h e  was m o v i n g  h e r  

u p p e r  e x t r e m i t i e s ?  

A .  I t h i n k  s o ,  y e s .  

Q .  T h a t  i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  he  g o t  f r o m  y o u ?  

A .  Y e s ,  1 b e l i e v e  h e ' s  b a s i n g  i t  o n  - -  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  Maybe y o u  c a n  b e t t e r  

d i r e c t  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  t o  D r .  T a w i l .  

Q. I w a n t e d  t o  c o n f i r m  i t  was a c c u r a t e ,  i n s u r e  m y s e l f  

t h i s  was p r e s u r g e r y  a n d  y o u  a r e  s y i n g  t h i s  i s  w h a t  t h i s  

r e p r e s e n t s ?  

A .  Y e s ,  t h i s  i s  D r .  T a w i l ' s  d i c t a t i o n .  

e r s t a n d  t h a t .  

L T 
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A.  A S  I u n d e r s t a n d  h e ' s  s p e a k i n g  a b o u t  a n g i o g r a m  

m e a n i n g  a o r t o g r a m ,  t h i s  exam b e i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  

when we t o o k  h e r  t o  s u r g e r y .  

MISS K O L I S :  

f i v e  m i n u t e s  w i t h  M r .  Emershaw.  

- - - - -  

(Recess  h a d . )  

- - - - -  

M R .  T A B E R :  

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h a v e  

We w i l l  b e  b a c k .  

F o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  I 

w o u l d  l i k e  t o  w i t h d r a w  - -  Ed T a b e r  f o r  D r .  S o s ,  I 

w i t h d r a w  my o b j e c t i o n  as  p r e v i o u s l y  n o t e d  t o  t h e  e x p e r t  

t e s t i m o n y .  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  Anyone  e l s e  h a v e  

a n y t h i n g ?  

M I S S  W Y L E R :  

M I S S  K O L I S :  

- - - - -  

( D e p o s i t i o n  c o n c l u d e d ;  s i g n a t u r e  n o t  w a i v e d . )  

N o .  

T h a n k  y o u .  
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E i R R A T A  S H E E T  

N O T A T I O N  

---e----- 

--------- 

t r a n s c r i p t  and  

M I C H A E L  K R A L I K ,  M . D .  

s ,  VE 
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The S t a t e  o f  O h i o ,  

C o u n t y  o f  c u y a h o g a .  : C E R T I F I C A T E :  

I, C o n s t a n c e  C a m p b e l l ,  N o t a r y  p u b l i c  w i t h i n  a n d  f o r  

t h e  S t a t e  o f  O h i o ,  do  h e r e b y  c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h e  w i t h i n  

named w i t n e s s ,  MICHAEL KRALI K, M . B .  was b y  me f i r s t  d u l y  

s w o r n  t o  t e s t i f y  t h e  t r u t h  i n  t h e  c a u s e  a f o r e s a i d ;  t h a t  

t h e  t e s t i m o n y  t h e n  g i v e n  was r e d u c e d  b y  me t o  s t e n o t y p y  

i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s a i d  w i t n e s s ,  s u b s e q u e n t l y  

t r a n s c r i b e d  o n t o  a c o m p u t e r  u n d e r  my d i r e c t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  

t h e  f o r e g o i n g  i s  a t r u e  and  c o r r e c t  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  t h e  

t e s t i m o n y  s o  g i v e n  a s  a f o r e s a i d .  

I do f u r t h e r  c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h i s  d e p o s i t i o n  was t a k e n  

a t  t h e  t i m e  a n d  p l a c e  a s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  

c a p t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  I am n o t  a r e l a t i v e ,  c o u n s e l  o r  

a t t o r n e y  o f  e i t h e r  p a r t y ,  o r  o t h e r w i s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  

o u t c o m e  o f  t h i s  a c t i o n .  

I N  W I T N E S S  W H E R E O F ,  I h a v e  h e r e u n t o  s e t  m y  h a n d  a n d  

a f f i x e d  my s e a l  o f  o f f i c e  a t  C l e v e l a n d ,  O h i o ,  

t h i f i l s t  d a y  o f  A p r i l ,  1999. 

C o n s t a n c e  C a m p b e l l ,  s t e n o g r a p h i c  R e p o r t e r ,  

N o t a r y  P u b l i c / S t a t e  o f  O h i o .  

c o m ~ i s s i o n  e x p i r a t i o n :  ~ a n u a r y  1 4 ,  2 0 0 3 .  
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Depo outline - Kralk doc 

Wednesday, April 

No exhibits marked 

5 / 1 9  Name: Michael Kralik 
Professional Address: 1320 Mercy Drive, NW, Canton, OH 44708 

& / 8  He brought a joint office chart 

eview o f  Cw-riculum Vitae 

716 Undergraduate from Harvard 

7 18-10 

a i  13 

Received a BA in chemistry & physics 

Attended GWRU, graduated in 1986 

7 / 1 9  

7 122-25 

Received specialty training at Parltland as a surgical intern 

Continued residency at Parkland; finished in 1991 

8 / 7  

8 / 1 0  

8 14-16 

Review of Employment History 

8 121-23 

919  

Trained in cardiothoracic surgery and applied for a fellowship 

2 year fellowsnip at NU Univ Med Center 

Obtained boards in cardiothoracic surgery (thoracic surgery) in I 994 

1993 - 1995, worked at St. Luke’s Med Center with a group of cardiothoracic surgeons 

Worked for Cleveland Thoracic & Cardiovascular Surgeons from 93 - 95 

9 /  14 

9 I 23  

Group had privileges at several area hospitals 

Worked at the Clinic in 19 

101 12 On the cardiothoracic service 
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Was an associate staff member; ~ r e ~ u e n t l ~  worked with Dr. 
Dr- Delos Cosgrove 

ruce Lytile, Dr- Floyd Loop, 

Employed 7/1/95 - 7/1/96 

Served as a trauma surgeon at St. Lulte's 

Primarily an elective surgeon at the Clinic; occasionally emergent 11 / 

11 I 11 

12 14-8 

Approximately 5% - 18% of cases were emergencies 

While at Clinic, 90% of cases were elective; heart disease cases, coronary artery disease 62 
acquired valvular disorder 

12 121 

12 I 2 4  

Left the Clinic for Mercy 

Initially took a position as a staff cardiac & thoracic surgeon; worked with Dr. Chrysos and 
Dr. Tawil 

Doesn't recall all who interviewed him or what position was advertised 13 17-18 

13 121 Interviewed for and obtained a position at Regional Meart Center, Thoracic Surgical 
Associates 

141 1 

141 14 

141 19 

Does have an employment contract 

First employed in 1996 

Job description at time of being hired was surgical therapy for patients requiring operations 
in which he is specialized & Board certified 

1512 Over time, he filled a special need of the group 

1 5 1  11 Hired to do everything that a board cert'd C/T surgeon does 

15 / 16 Saw in-office patients regularly 

15/22 

16 12-9 

Served on an 3n-call basis - cardiothoracic servicehurgery 

On-call duty overlapped with other physicians (ie thoracic surgeons) 

Was the on-call thoracic surgeon approximately every 3'd day during the month 17 11-4 

1717 His group is responsible 4 months of the year for the thoracic call 

Doesn't lmow the names of the other Thoracic groups who share on-call duty 171 12 

17/  17 No other cardiac group providing surgery 
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14 /24  

I5 

18 117 

19/11 

19 13-5  

19 113-15 

191 18 

19/24 - 20 I1 

20 14  

20 I 6  

201 12 

20 113-S8 

First saw Mrs. Spreadbury morning after Bier admission 

Believes it was in ICU per the nurses’ notes 

Saw her sometime after 9 2 0  am 

Note reads, “Dr. Kralik notified of condition and here.” 

Was notified of Mrs. Spreadbury’s low blood pressure 

Notified while at the hospital. 

Was assisting with surgery on 3rd floor; Marla was patient on lSt floor 

Doesn’t recall exactly who he was assisting, but remembers Dr. Tawil and Dr. Chrysos were 
also perfoming surgeries that morning 

Wouldn’t be assisting anyone else except Tawil and/or Chrysos 

Doesn’t remember how he was notified, just remembers it was a few minutes earlier of the 
low blood pressure 

Left surgery to see Marla 

Believes he didn’t write a note 

First note in chart with signature on it is the pre-op note 

Notes reads: “43 year old with an aortic transection emergent repair, family aware of risks 
including paraplegia” 

Sequence of Events 

20124 -2 117 

21 I 1 0  

21 113 

21 117-18 

22 1 3  

22 114-18 

Patient was hypotensive, IV pressor agents, specifically Levophed when he first saw her; 
felt aortic transection was only one etiology of hygtension; arranged for immediate 
arteriogram & aortogram; transferred to aortography suite (same as radiology) 

Blood pressure was adequate while in suite 

Size of liematoma stands out in his memory 

Doesn’t recall speaking to husband; note suggests he did 

Likes to accompany patients for the aortograrn 

Likes to go because he suspects a transection of the aorta; patient could go into cardiac 
arrest at anytime; he’s there to resuscitate the patient if necessary 
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23 11%-4% 

23 I 2 0  

23 / 22 

2 4 / 8 - 2 1  

24 I24  

25 / 5 

25/11 

25 I15 

26 11-6 

26 1 8  

26118 

27 17-12 

27 I 13-20 

27 123 

28 115 

28 122 

2 8 -2 5 I2 9- 5 

Doesn’t remember what he was told as to the injuries Marla had; does remember being told 
she had undergone a CT scan 

Bedside nurses gave him information when he arrived in ICU 

Doesn’t recall speaking to Teliesz 

Describes what goes on during open heart surgery; received the message from ;k nurse in the 
OR with him of Marla’s hypotension; attending surgeon gave him a little more info on 
Marla; immediately went downstairs to see Marla; received more info from nurses 
downstairs 

Doesn’t lmow if copies of the surgery schedules are kept 

If so, he would be listed as assisting surgeon 

Knew she had been in a car accident 

Hypotension could be from cardiac contusion from a pneumothorax, a tension 
pneumothorax, intra-abdominal blood loss 

Tension pneurnothroax ruled out because chest tubes were functional along with auscultory 
exam; cardiac contusions are accompanied by (gross) arrythimias; intra-abdominal blood 
loss results in a firm, distended abdomen 

Doesn’t recall distended abdomen 

Was called to the emergency room to evaluate blunt trauma victims while at Parkland 

When working up a blunt chest traurna patient, the doctor is concerned with the A, B, Cs; 
first, establish an AIRWAY, then make sure they can BREATHE, then preserve their 
CIRCULATORY SYSTEM 

If patient is stable, then tests are ordered following initial exam, which includes chest 
trauma, palpation to check for subcutaneous hematoma or unstable ribs, possible 
paradoxically moving ribs; ausculatation to check for breath sounds; simple observation for 
hematomas, disfigurement 

Simple hematomas are external followed by a chest x-ray 

Doesn’t lmow if there is a document on how to triage a blunt chest trauma 

Chest films is generally the first test ordered 

The bony anatomy is checked for rib fractures; pneumothoraces are checked for; the size of 
the mediastinum silhouette for any pleural fluid; size of the cardiac silhouette for possible 
infiltrates or contusion in the lung tissue 
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29 113-18  

3013  

31 16-14 

31-17132-2 

32 13-13 

32 114-19 

32 I 2 4  

33 / 2-8 

33  112 

3 3  I 1 9  

341 1 

34 17-15 

34-22135-3 

3 5 1 8  

35 114 

35 117 

35  I 2 4  

Kralik, Tawil & Chrysos would often discuss how patients should be treated; doesn’t recall 
establishing any particular guidelines for this particular injury 

Pretty much left on his own to treat patients because of background 

When asked if he has a preference of CT or aortogram when diagnosing a wi 
mediastinum, responded with it depends on the circumstances; if the patient has multiple 
injuries, it’s possible to have a CT, do all 3 exams at once; CT preferred if patient is unstable 

If no other injuries are suspected, then one might do an aortogram; however, it will not give 
you information about rib fractures, pulmonary contusions, pericardial effusion (cardiac 
contusion), possible tamponade - that’s when a CT is more beneficial 

Spiral CT scanners with IV boluses are now used giving tremendous amounts of 
information without the patient having to wait 30 minutes for techs and have no risk of 
arterial puncture 

Arterial puncture could result in many complications: stroke, dissection of the aorta from 
the arterial puncture, development of thrombus with occlusion of the vessel 

There are specialized radiologists on premises 

Aortography suite was not readily available; doesn’t recall exact length of waiting time 

Special techs not on premise 24 hours 

Attended patient to suite; knew there was a dissection 

Made arrangements for operative suite during study 

Doesn’t recall all the details from this case, but does remember the picture of the aortogram, 
the rapidly enlarging hematoma and details from the operation as it was very dramatic 

As to the rapidly enlarging hematoma, after dye is injected, it will leave the lumen of the 
aorta, mix with and opacifSi a hematoma around the aorta. It doesn’t necessarily mean the 
hematoma was enlarging as it was watched, just means the dye in the aorta was gradually 
filling the space around the aorta 

The dye dissipating out of the area gives a fuller picture of what the hematoma looks like 

At that point, the hematoma was still contained 

Believes the rupture occurred later 

Doesn’t laow if Marla was a paraplegic prior to surgery 
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44 19-14 Believes there was some discussion as to why the CT was negative, and the aortogram was 
positive 

441 19 Recalls Tawil saying CT scans were revised by the radiologist 

44 / 23-25 Doesn’t recall pseudoaneurysm being used; remembers hematoma or possible injury 

4% / 1-4 Remembers initial reading was not suspicious; 2’ld reading lied to be more suspicious 

45 /  17 
45 / 2 5  

Believes revision took place after the surgery 
Cause of paraplegia could arise for several reasons: 6% of people with Transection of the 
aorta arrive that way 

46 17-17 Paraplegia can be caused by prolonged hypotension; this actually occurs in patients where 
aortic dissections are repaired and become paralyzed 3 days later by sitting up abruptly, 
pooling blood in their legs, lowering the BP, decrease perfusion of the anterior spinal artery 

471 1-8 First episode of hypotension began at 9: 10 a.m. on the 24th when patient was resuscitated 
with low BP; then intermittently she was normal tensive; again in the OR, she was 
extremely hypotensive 

471 10 BP as low as 28 over 10 is usually when a patient dies 

48 11-5 The patient could have become paraplegic at 9:OO a.m. on the 24th when the hypotension 
began; the herriatoma shearing off the artery of Adamltiewicz, which can occur at anytime 
during presentation 

48 I 1 0  ‘The cause of Marla’s paraplegia was discussed but no one h e w  with certainty 

48 116 Doesn’t recall Tawil saying of Marla could move her lower extremities at first presentation 

48 123-25 Each doctor rounded daily; each wrote some notes, did some procedures 

491 1-3 Kralik did majority of communicating with the family 

491 14 Dr. Tawil prepared discharge summary 

49 /  18 Discharge suinmary is prepared by whoever discharges the patient 

49-25 / 50-3 It is important to communicate in the sumrnary the diagnoses and medications for 
physicians doing follow up care 

501 10 Agrees with Tawil’s diagnose of post-op & pre-op paraplegia 

51 / 2  History comments that Marla could move her upper extremities before going to the 
angiogram suite, but not her lower extremities is before the surgery 

51 19-12 Tawil based this on Kralik’s observations 
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