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February 24 ,  1992 

Marillyn Fagan Dmelio,  L.P.A. 
Lakeside Place - su i t e  4x0 
323 Lakeside Avenue, W e s t  
Cleveland, Ohio 44113 

, 

Re: Gina B o r k O l O t 3 x  

Dear Xs. Damello: 

I examined Gina Emrtolotko at your request i n  my office 011 February 
2 4 ,  1992. Historically, this lady stated t h a t  she had been 
involved in two separate automobile accidents; each accident with 
sequelae will be described separately and as told to me by Ms. 
Bortolotto. 

D.A: 11-18-88/12-22-89 

Ms.  B o r t o l o t t o  stated tha t  the f k s t  accident took place on 
Novenber 18, 3.988. On that date, while a passenger in the r i g h t  
f ront  seat of a moving automobile and while wearing a seatbelt, the 
automobile. was fnvolved in a collision w i t h  a pickup tmck. As 
.'l?e'sd as I; cauld reconstruct, the  truck turned in f ront  of t h e  car 
in which she.was riding and the car struck this truck in t he  r i gh t  
rear portion o f  me truck. 

She stated that sbe was turning slightly toward the right at the 
t h e  the. collision took place and that  her r i g h t  arrn struck the 
dmr, She had huedk%t.;e pain over the abdomen where the seatbelt 
restrained her and she thinks that she struck the dash w i t h  her 
r ight  leg in the area of the .knee. She stated t h a t  she had 
immediate pain in the reg ion  of the neck. 

An emergency squad took her to a hospi ta l  where she was x-rayed, 
was given a cervical c o l l a r  and medication, and was released. She 
subsequently developed ~0rene5s i n  the neck, soreness in the 
abdomen, and had complaints of pain in the right shoulder and a m .  
She also stated that this accident caused her to have pain in the  

% region of the back of the neck and t h a t  this started approximately I 

, two weeks af ter  t h e  accident. 

Ms, Bortolotto .then w e n t  to .a doctor and was stated to have 
HwhiplashEr. She w a s  sent for  physical therapy treatments which 
helped for a while: She subsequently had a MRf; examination of the 
cervical spine in A u g u s t  1989 and was t o l d  she had a herniated 
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ShB was seen i n  a hospital emergency room, x-rays were taken, and 
sbe was then released. She stated t h a t  she had pa in  extending from 
her -khunb up to the neck and that, at this tima, she also had 
dimrainissled sensation to bu& in the thu& and the radial aswct of 
the hand, She w e n t  for  more physical therapy treatments and 
continued to be seen by a neurosurgeon, More physical therapy 
treatments ensued and she improved somewhat. A second MRI 
examination was performed; these findings were sinifair. She w a s  
scheduled for a surgical procdure. She did have an 
electromyographic exadna t ion ;  sha does  not know the results of 
t h i s  study. 

A t  the present time, she stated t h a t  she is still under treatment 
and that she stopped physical t h e r a p y  i n  January 1992. She takes 
Qarwcet for pain. she has problems with weather changes i n  t h a t  
she has increased pain in the region of the neck, L i f t i n g  was 
stated tu prudiice shoulder and neckpain. She stated that she also 
has intermittent pain and loss of sensat ion in the r i gh t  hand and 
right foream; sometimes this lasts for  as long as a day or two.  
She stated that no other areas were i n ju red  .in #e second accident. 

Previous medical hlistary revealed a previous automobile accident fn 
1975 which resulted ohly in a c u t  Lip.. She stated mat she did not 
have any neck or back injury. She also had a work zelated back 
ihj-, knee injury, and shoulder injury; these are not related to 
t h e  present situation, 

% 

I 

, 



[ RECEIVED 0Lf/28 15:36 1992 AT 216ZLfl~l63 PAGE Lt (PRINTED PAGE Lt )  1 

3PR 28 ' 9 2  14:31 F R O M  M R R I L L Y N  F.DFIMELI0 
p"\ .-. 

t 

c 

P R G E .  004 

Examinatton revealed a well developed, well nourished., obi=,se, w h i t e  
female who was not i n  distxess. Examination of the neck revealed 
a corclple-ke range of movement; she did not experience any p a h  when 
she produced these movements. Neurological examination was normal 
at this time. 'No:serrsory or motor changes were present in the 
upp,er or l o w e .  extremities. Normal biceps, triceps, 

.. , , .:, . . . : . .'.: .. 1s;. .:,:b~:~~~~ora;afhris.,i: * ..' -?p&I.&.,tL .>&fid,:-. :~chi.rtJes ; : . . ~ a $ : L q ~ ~   c re goma~. 
bflaterarly. ..Straight : leg: xafsing. t e s t  wits n&gative.:,in. seated 
and recumbent position, 

Examination,: of. the:.shoufders .revealed a complete range a€ movement 
Examination of .the eUx)ws, wrists, and fingers revea;ed a colaplete 
,range -of. mo.vemerrt.- . Examination of the muscles about the  back of 
the dibulders reveaxed no areas of tenderness. and no .areas of 
musgls spasn. 

, ... . .  

. .  
. I . .  

Review of submLtted reports of MRI studies revealed them to be 
simflar and there  is no actual difference between them. They show 
a saaU central  C-3,4 cervical d i s c  protrusion with s l i g h t  element 
toward t h e  riqht side; at C-5,6 there is lateral herniation; and 
osteophyte formation is present at C-5 ,6  without distortion of the 
spinal cord. 

It.' was . also  noted tha t  she had a normal electromyographic 
examination which revealed no cervical radiculopathy. Also noted 
is t h a t  the first MRI: examination of the cervical spirle was 
perfarmed on Kay 14, I990 and the normal electramyographic 
exanination was conducted on m y  29, 1990, 

By my--car&ful -history-takinga it should be notkc? waf: at n~ the-  
did she complain of any significant radiation i n t o  her right upper 
ext-;Psmity; she  did not  complain of any paresthesias in the right 
upper ex"creraity following the accident of November lEfo 1988, 

Ms. B Q r t O l U t t O  related to ne t h a t  the accident of December 22, 1989 
produced the pain and diminished sensation in me thumb and #at 
she experienced this an the injury date  of! December 22, 1989. This 
particular complaint was n o t  present following the accident of 
Novexher 18, 1988. 

A f t e r  review of the submitted material, and after review of me 
&ensive submitted reports arid M R I  studies, It is my opinion t h a t  
Gina Bor to lo t to  sustained acute cervical strain as noted in t h e  
hospital report of November 18, 1988. The history is also . 
significant in that she at no t ine had any rad ia t ion  of pain i n t o  
the upper extremi ty  nor did she have any paresthesias, 
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of further significance is that she had normal electromyographic 
examination which indicated that she was not having any discernible  
nerve r o o t  cmpression from herniated d i s c  w h k h  was shown on PIRI 
scan. 

. .  . ~t is .my..gpinioa..that . .. sFe  had degenerated herniated disc  and tha t  

and had already bempresent. 'The fact that she did.not have any 
true qmptoms  of a herniated cervical disc, ' 3 s  of great 
significance. .SRe had symptoms consistent w i t h  a s t ra in  of tfie 
neck.along with degener&tfve .disease of the cervical spine. 

The.:accident oE D e c e n b e r  2 2 ,  &'9 is the incident wherein sfre first 
complained of pain and numbness in the right upper extrem9ty. It 
is also significant to note that t h e  HRI scan uf the cervical, spine 
i s  no different  following the second accident Wmn it was fallawing 
the first accident, The symptomatology 0.f nerve root pressure 
occurred following the accident of Decenbex 22, 1989. This is of 
significance in that a new type of spptomatology was presented by 
the accident .of  December 22, 1989. 

. .  : . '. :: .! ' '- ' '*l. :*'.* *;. . .::%A;. _. __, 

, .... ..'.tux ..%*.:$a& m&& : ~ & f i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ s ~ 7 b y : , . t h e  a c c f d e n t ; . a ~ - ~ . - ~ ~ u ~ ~ - ~ :  :.xB,; 2,988, . 

At t h i s  "t ime, .  Ms. Bortolotto is not having any symptoms which I; 
would relate to anything other +an chronic degenerative changes iP1 
the cervical spine. She does not have any findings or symptoms at 
chis time consistent with nerve root irritation which would require 
surgical procedure in the immediate fu tu re ,  

t r u l y  
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