
COURT R E P O R T ~ ~ §  
Computerized Transcription 

Computerized Litigation Support 
THE 113 SAINT CLAIR BUILDING - SUITE 505 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 44114-1273 
(216) 771-8018 

1-800-837-DEPO 



2 

1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0  

11 

12 

14 

15 

16 

1 7  

18 

1 

20 

2 1  

2 2  

2 3  

- 2 4  

2 5  

______--___----------------- O N  BEHALF OF THE PLAINTIFFS: 

C h a r l e s  K a m p i n s k i ,  E s q .  

C h r i s t o p h e r  M .  M e l l i n o ,  E s q .  

C h a r l e s  K a m p i n s k i  Co. L. P . A .  

1 5 3 0  S t a n d a r d  B u i l d i n g  

C l e v e l a n d ,  O h i o  44113 

a n d  

D a v i d  J .  E l k ,  E s q .  

E l k  a n d  E l k  

C h a g r i n  Richmond P l a z a  

2 5 5 5 0  C h a g r i n  B o u l e v a r d  - S u i t e  2 0 4  

Beachwood ,  O h i o  4 

- - - - -  

---____-----------__-------------------- O N  BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANT SAINT VINCENT 

----------------- CHARITY HOSPITAL: 

W i l l i a m  J. Coyne ,  E s q .  

S t a n d a r d  B u i l d i n g  

C l e v e l a n d ,  O h i o  4 4 1 1 3 .  
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J o h n  V .  J a c k s o n p .  11, E s q .  

J a c o b s o n ,  M a y n a r d ,  Tusehman  & K a l u r  

1 0 0 1  L a k e s i d e  A v e n u e  

C l e v e l a n d ,  O h i o  

- - - - -  

__----____c-________---------------- O N  BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANT D R .  V A R M A i  

R o b e r t  D .  Warner, E s q .  

R e m i n g e r  & R e m i n g e r  

T h e  113  S a i n t  C l a i r  B u i l d i n g  

C l e v e l a n d ,  O h i o  44114-1273. 
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J a c o b s o n l  Maynard,  T u s c h m a n  & K a l u r  

1001 L a k e s i d e  A v e n u e  

C l e v e l a n d ,  O h i o  4 4 1 1 4  

- - - - -  

--____-__---------__---------------- ON B E H A L F  O F  D E F E N D A N T S  D R S .  MAGIERAL 

----------_ C HPI I E L E  WSK I e -vaIQx&i 

D a v i d  Matia ,  J r . ,  E s q .  

J a c o b s o n r  Maynard,  T u s c h m a n  & Kalur  

1 0 0 1  L a k e s i d e  A v e n u e  

C l e v e l a n d r  O h i o  44114. 

- - - - -  

----_----------_----------------------------------- ON B E H A L F  O F  D E F E N D A N T  C L E V E L A N D  C L I N I C  FOUNDATION:  

R o n a l d  S .  O k a d a ,  E s q .  

B a k e r  & H o s t e t l e r  

3 2 0 0  N a t i o n a l  C i t y  C e n t e r  

C l e v e l a n d ,  O h i o  4 4 1 1 4  * 

- - - - -  
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--------- I N D E X  

Cross-examination by Mr. Kampinski 

Cross-examination by Mis Moore 

Recross-examination by M r .  Kampinski 
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ALFRED-RSTCHEH,-H,D, 

of l a w f u l  age,  a de fendan t  h e r e i n ,  c a l l e d  by t h e  

p l a i n t i f f s  f o r  t h e  purpose  of c ross- examina t ion  

p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  Ohio Rules  of C i v i l  Procedure ,  b e i n g  

f i r s t  d u l y  sworn, a s  h e r e i n a f t e r  c e r t i f i e d ,  was 

examined and t e s t i f i e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

- - - I -  

- - - -____--- - - -___ C R O S S- E X A M I N A T I O N  

Q. Doctor ,  would you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, p l e a s e ?  

A .  A l f r e d  George E r n e s t  Ki t chen .  

Q. S t a t e  your  r e s i d e n c e  a d d r e s s p  i f  you wouldB s i r ?  

A .  3 2 3 1 2  Acacia Court ,  Avon l a k e .  

9 .  I ' v e  been handed your  CV.  You a r e  c u r r e n t l y  

em p l  oy e d w h e r e ? 

A .  I am se l f- employed.  

Q. Are you w i t h  a group? 

A.  We have an a s s o c i a t i o n  of c a r d i o l o g i s t s  b u t  

w e ' r e  no t  f o r m a l l y  a s  a group t o g e t h e r .  

Q. When you say se l f- employed,  a r e  you 

se l f- employed a s  an employee of a c o r p o r a t i o n ?  

A .  My own c o r p o r a t i o n .  

(1. And t h e  name of your c o r p o r a t i o n  i s  what? 

FLOWERS & V E R S A G I  COURT REPORTERS (216) 7 7 1- 8 0 1  
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Q. And your  c o r p o r a t e  a d d r e s s  i s  what? 

A.  2322 Eas t  2 2 n d  S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  3 0 3 1  Cleveland.  

Q -  Who e l s e  i s  employed by your c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  a 

p h y s i c i a n  ca pac i t y  ? 

A.  No one .  

Q. Who e l s e  i s  a s h a r e h o l d e r  of t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n ?  

A .  N o  one .  

Q. Other t h a n  -- 

A .  Other  t h a n  mysel f .  

9. How l o n g  h a s  t h a t  c o r p o r a t i o n  been i n  e x i s t e n c e ?  

A .  1978. 

Q -  Have you b e e n  t h e  s h a r e h o l d e r  s i n c e  t h a t  time? 

A .  Yes. 

B .  S o l e  s h a r e h o l d e r ?  

A .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. Have t h e r e  been o t h e r  employees of t h e  

c o r p o r a t i o n  o t h e r  t h a n  y o u r s e l f  s i n c e  t h a t  t ime?  

A .  For t h e  f i r s t  I ' d  say e i g h t  y e a r s  t h e  o f f i c e  

s e c r e t a r i a l  s t a f f  were employed by -- 
Q. How abou t  o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n s ?  

A .  No o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n .  

Q. S i n c e  i t s  i n c e p t i o n ?  

A .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q .  When you s a i d  y o u ' r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  o t h e r  

c a r d i o l o g i s t s ,  e x p l a i n  t h a t  t o  me. 

FLOWERS ii V E R S A G I  COURT R E P O R T E R S  (216) 771-8018 
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A ,  We a l l  s h a r e  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  expenses  of t h e  

o f f i c e  and t h e  p e r s o n n e l .  The pe r sonne l  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  

a r e  t e c h n i c a l l y  employed by Cleveland Cardiology 
I 

A s s o c i a t e s ,  which i s  b a s i c a l l y  an umbrel la  group t h a t  

t h e  t h r e e  a s s o c i a t e s  a r e  p r o p r i e t o r s  of Cleveland 

Cardio logy A s s o c i a t e s ,  and t h e  o f f i c e  pe r sonne l  a r e  

u g h  t h a t  c o r p o r a t i o n .  

nd  Cardio logy A s s o c i a t e s ,  i s  t h a t  a 

c o r p o r a t i o n ?  

Are you a s h a r e h o l d e r  of t h a t  -- 

C o r r e c t s  

co r por a t  i on? 

Where i s  i t s  b u s i n e s s  a d d r e s s ?  

Same a d d r e s s .  

2322 Eas t  2 2 n d ,  S u i t  3 0 3 ?  

A .  Yes. 

9 .  Who e l s e  i s  a s h a r e h o l d e r  of t h a t  c o r p o r a t i o n ?  

D r .  Rober t  S t e e l e ,  and D K .  Michael R o l l i n s .  

Do each  of them have t h e i r  own c o r p o r a t i o n  t h a t  

employs them? 

S teePe  does ,  R o l l i n s  does  n o t .  

And who i s  he employed by, d o  you know? 

I n  t h i s  day and age i t  d o e s n s t  -- i t s s  no 

FLOWERS & V E R S A G I  COURT R E P O R T E R S  ( 2 1 6 )  771-8018 
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b e n e f i t  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  a s  a p h y s i c i a n  any l o n g e r .  

R o l l i n s  came a l o n g ,  h e  j u s t  never bo the red  t o  

i n c o r p o r a t e .  

Q. T h e  purpose of Cleveland Cardio logy A s s o c i a t e s ,  

I n c .  i s  what? 

A .  B a s i c a l l y  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  o f f i c e .  

Q -  D o  you have an employment c o n t r a c t  w i t h  them? 

A .  N o .  

Q .  D o  you have an employment c o n t r a c t  w i t h  AGK, 

M.D. ,  I n c . ?  

A .  I hope I d o .  Not t h a t  I know i f  t h e r e  i s  one on 

p a p e r .  

Q .  When you b i l l  o u t  f o r  your p r o f e s s i o n a l  

s e r v i c e s ,  under which c o r p o r a t i o n  a r e  p a t i e n t s  b i l l e d ?  

a.  AGK, M.D. 

Q. D o  you have a s e p a r a t e  b i l l i n g  a s  r e l a t e s  t o  

Sharon W e i t z e l ?  

A .  I am not  aware of any b i l l i n g  from my o f f i c e  f o r  

h e r .  

Q. Do you know i f  t h e r e  were any b i l l i n g s  from 

Cleveland Cardio logy A s s o c i a t e s ,  I n c .  f o r  he r?  

A .  I would have no knowledge of t h a t .  I would 

assume t h a t  t h e r e  was, but  I have no knowledge of i t .  

Q. Would such a b i l l i n g  i n c l u d e  any s e r v i c e s  t h a t  

you would have p rov ided?  

FLOWERS & V E R S A G I  COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-801 
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A .  No. 

s .  D i d  y o u  p r o v i d e  a n y  s e r v i c e s  f o r  Mrs. W e i t z e l ?  

A .  Yes 

2. When? 

A .  I was o n  c a l l  p h y s i c i a n  t h e  w e e k e n d  of  I b e l i e v e  

March 8 t h  a n d  

Q. When y o u  s a y  "On c a l l , ' '  o n  c a l l  b e t w e e n  t h e  

t h r e e  o f  y o u ?  

A .  Yes. 

Q. D r .  S t e e l e ,  D r .  R o l l i n s ,  a n d  y o u r s e l f ?  

A .  Yes. 

& .  Do y o u  r o t a t e  w e e k e n d s ?  

A .  W e  r o t a t e  w e e k l y .  

Q. W e e k l y ?  

A .  Yes, w h i c h  m e a n s  w e  w o u l d  c o v e r  t h e  -- f r o m  t h e  

Monday t h r o u g h  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  S u n d a y ,  w o u l d  be my 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  c o v e r  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  t w o  n i g h t s  a n d  

w e e k e n d s  

Q -  So y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  o n  c a l l  t h e n  a t  o t h e r  

t imes t h a t  s h e  was i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t e l l  y o u  t h e  a n s w e r  t o  t h a t  

y e s  o r  no ,  b e c a u s e  w e  f r e q u e n t l y  r o t a t e  a n d  c h a n g e  

s c h e d u l e s  d e p e n d i ' n g  o n  p e r s o n a l  t r i p s ,  a f a m i l y  

s i t u a t i o n ,  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  So f o r  me t o  t e l l  y o u  

t h a t  I was o n  c a l l  a t  o t h e r  t imes  when s h e  was i n  t h e  

FLOWERS & VERSAGI COURT REPORTERS ( 2 1 6 )  771- 8018  
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h o s p i t a l ,  1 d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I was. I may h a v e  b e e n ,  

I may h a v e  n o t  b e e n .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Is t h e  reason t h a t  y o u  r e c a l l  t h e  8 t h  o r  9 t h  

b e c a u s e  y o u  r e v i e w e d  t h e  c h a r t s  a n d  t h e r e ' s  some 

m e n t i o n  o f  y o u r  i n v o l v e m e n t ?  

A .  I r e v i e w e d  a s  i t  r e l a t e s  t o  t e n o t e s  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  I made o n  t h e  -- I b e l i e v e  i t  was 

t h e  9 t h ,  S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g .  

a .  A r e  y o u  s a y i n g  y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  a n y  i n d e p e n d e n t  

r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  a n y  o t h e r  c o n t a c t  w i t h  h e r ?  

A .  Not t o  my k n o w l e d g e .  

Q .  Were y o u  a t  home o r  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  when y o u  

were c a l l e d  r e g a r d i n g  Mrs. W e i t z e l ?  

A .  I was i n  t h e  c o r o n a r y  c a r e  u n i t  a t  C h a r i t y  

H o s p i t a l .  

Q .  What h a p p e n e d ?  

A .  I was a d v i s e d  t h a t  a p r o b l e m  had  b e e n  d e t e c t e d  

o n  t h e  F r i d a y  e v e n i n g  b e f o r e .  I t h e n  r e v i e w e d  t h e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  c h a r t  a s  i t  r e l a t e s  t o  t h a t  

p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t .  I r e v i e w e d  t h e  x - r a y s  t h a t  were 

a c c u m u l a t e d  i n  t h e  u n i t ,  a n d  I c a l l e d  D r .  R o l l i n s  a t  

home t o  d i s c u s s  w i t h  h i m  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e  t h a t  h e  

n o t e d  t h e  e v e n i n g  b e f o r e .  

Q .  D o c t o r ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c h a r t ,  i s  t h i s  t h e  

n o t e  y o u  a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  s i r ?  

FLOWERS & V E R S A G I  C O U R T  REPORTERS (216) 771-  
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A .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

MR. K A M P I N S K I  : Do y o u  h a v e  a copy  

o f  t h a t  t h a t  h e  c a n  l o o k  a t ,  Mr. J a c k s o n ?  

MR.  JACKSON: No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. When i s  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  y o u  r e v i e w e d  t h i s  b e f o r e  

c o m i n g  h e r e  t o d a y ?  

A .  Yeah .  

Q. When i s  t h e  l a s t  t i m e ?  

A .  T o d a y  

Q. T e n  m i n u t e s  a g o  o r  -- 

A .  H a l f  h o u r ,  45  m i n u t e s  a g o .  

Q. So y o u ' r e  p r e t t y  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s  n o t e ?  

A .  Yes 

MR. J A C K S O N :  T h e  o t h e r  o n e  i s  

m a r k e d  up,  t h a t ' s  why I s a i d  I d o n o t  h a v e  i t .  

Q. You c a n  l o o k  a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l .  Why d o n g t  y o u  

r e a d  i t  f o r  m e  f i r s t .  

A .  I t s s  d a t e d  3- 9 ,  it s a y s  " K i Q c h e n / R o l l i n s ,  

r e v i e w e d  x - r a y s ,  g u i d e  w i r e  p r o l a p s e d  o n  i t s e l f  f r o m  

l e f t  i l i a c  up  t o  b a s e  of n e c k ,  q u e s t i o n  m a r k ,  i . c * ,  

w h i c h  i s  i n t e r n a l  c a r o t i d ,  o r  v e r t e b r a l  a p p a r e n t l y  

b e i n g  i n  p l a c e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t e n  d a y s ,  w i r e  s n a p p e d  i n  

t w o  i n  n e c k ,  D r .  R o l l i n s  aware y e s t e r d a y ;  b e c a u s e  of 

p a t i e n t  c o n d i t i o n  d e c i s i o n  n o t  t o  a t t e m p t  r e m o v a l  a t  

t h i s  t i m e .  W i l l  d i s c u s s  a g a i n  w i t h  him t o d a y ,  

FLOWERS ii V E R S A G I  COURT REPORTERS ( 2 1 6 )  7 7 1- 8 0 1  
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d i s c u s s e d  o p t i o n s  w i t h  D Khaddam. I' 

W h a t  l e d  y o u  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  f i r s t  of a l l ,  t h e  

g u i d e  w i r e  p r o l a p s e d  o n  i t s e l f ?  

When I l o o k e d  a t  t h e  x - r a y s  i t  a p p e a r e d  t h a t  t h e  

g u i d e  w i r e  w e n t  u p  a n d  b a c k  down, k i n d  o f  a h a i r p i n  

c o n f i g u r a t i o n ?  

d y o u  t h e n  n c l u d e  t h a t  it was one  d e  

was my i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  -- t h  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  i n c l u d e d  a number  

t h i n g s ,  i t  s my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  l o o k i n g  a t  t h  

t h e  w i r e  h a d  s n a p p e d  i n  twol t h i s  was i n  two s .  

T h a t  i t  -- it was o n e  w i r e  t h a t  was s n a p p e d  i n  t w  

t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  I h a d  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  x - r a y s .  

Q -  D i d  y o u  e v e r  c h a n g e  t h a t  b e l i e f ?  

a d  no  o t h e r  r m a t i o n  o n  c h  t o  g o  

ly l e a r n  

i n  c o n t r a r y ?  

i n d i r e c t l y  I h e a r d  t h a t  o n e  w i r e  was 

e d  i n  t h e  c a r d i a c  l a b ,  a n d  I u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  a 

ed i n  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  room, b u t  

n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  e i t h e r  of t h o s e  p r o c e d u r e s .  

So a t  l e a s t  f r o m  w h a t  y o u  c a n  v i e w  o n  x - r a y ,  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  i t  was o n e  w i r e  t h a t  h a d  s n a p p e d  i n  
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two was s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  y o u  f e l t  e x i s t e d ?  

A.  T h a t  was my i m p r e s s i o n  a t  t h e  t ime,  y e s .  Yes. 

Q. When y o u  s a y  wi re  s n a p p e d  i n  two i n  n e c k ,  w h a t  

l e d  y o u  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ?  

A .  We11 -- 

Q -  Is t h a t  J u s t  s a y i n g  t h e  same t h i n g ?  

a.  B a s i c a l l y  s a y i n g  t h e  same t h i n g ,  i t  s n a p p e d  i n  

t h e  p l a c e  w h e r e  t h e  w i r e  h a p p e n e d  t o  b e ,  s n a p p e d  i n  

t h e  l o c a t i o n  i s  w h e r e  t h e  c a t h e t e r s  were i n  t h e  -- o r  

t h e  w i r e s  were i n  t h e  n e c k .  

Q. And y o u  d e t e r m i n e d  t h i s  f r o m  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  

x - r a y s ?  

A.  Yes. 

Q. D i d  y o u  r e v i e w  t h e m  w i t h  a n y b o d y ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  o n e  o r  t w o  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  were t h e r e  

a t  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  1 c a n ' t  r e c a l l  who t h e y  were. 

Q. D i d  y o u  r e v i e w  i t  w i t h  a n y b o d y  f r o m  t h e  

r a d i o l o g y  d e p a r t m e n t  2 

A. No. 

Q. You m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  D r .  R o l l i n s  h a d  become aware 

of t h i s  y o u  s a i d  t h e  F r i d a y  b e f o r e ,  d i d  y o u  mean t h e  

d a y  b e f o r e  o r  -- 
A.  Yes, t h e  d a y  b e f o r e .  

Q -  Was t h i s  a S a t u r d a y ?  

A .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  
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Q .  Had h e  t o l d  y o u  a b o u t  t h i s  b e f o r e  y o u  came i n ?  

a .  No. I l e a r n e d  o f  i t  a f t e r  I came i n t o  t h e  u n i t .  

Q .  When was t h a t ?  

A .  I w o u l d  s a y  10:00, t e n  o s c l o c k  S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g .  

Q .  And t h a t  was b e c a u s e  y o u  were g o i n g  t o  be  o n  

c a l l  t h a t  w e e k e n d ?  

A .  I was c o v e r i n g ,  a n d  w h a t  w e  r o u t i n e l y  d o  i s  t o  

rev iew a l l  of t h e  c a s e s  t h a t  a r e  i n  t h e  u n i t  w i t h  t h e  

r e s i d e n t s  a n d  t h e  n u r s i n g  p e r s o n n e l ,  a n d  t h i s  o n e  was 

o n  t o p  of t h e  l i s t .  

Q -  So i t  was a r e s i d e n t  o r  a n u r s e  t h a t  t o l d  y o u  

a b o u t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  w i r e ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o l d  me, w h e t h e r  

i t  was a n u r s e  o r  w h e t h e r  i t  was o n e  of t h e  r e s i d e n t s .  

Q .  What were y o u  t o l d ?  

A .  T h a t  t h e r e  was a p r o b l e m  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  

i d e n t i f i e d  o n  t h e  F r i d a y ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h a t  

t h e r e  was a wi re  i n  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  

Q. D o  y o u  know i f  t h e  r e s i d e n t  was D r .  Varma o r  

n o t ?  

A. I know h e  was o n  t h e  s e r v i c e  a t  t h e  t ime. Who 

was -- e l s e  was t h e r e ,  who e l s e  o n  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  I 

~ d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a t  t h a t  p o i n t .  

Q. D o  y o u  reca l l .  h a v i n g  a n y  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  h im 

t h a t  d a y ?  
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A. No, I d o n ' t .  

2. D i d  y o u  h a v e  a n y  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  D r .  R o l l i n s  

p r i o r  t o  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  x - r a y s  o r  f a m i l i a r i z i n g  

y o u r s e l f  w i t h  t h e  c h a r t ?  

A .  No. I d i d  t h a t  f i r s t  a n d  t h e n  c o n t a c t e d  him t o  

l e a r n  w h a t  h e  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  a n d  t o  see 

vJhe the r  o r  n o t  i t  c o n c u r r e d  w i t h  my e v a l u a t i o n  a n d  

d e c i s i o n  a b o u t  w h a t  t o  d o  o r  w h a t  n o t  t o  do .  

9 .  F i r s t  of all, y o u r  e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  

a n d  w h a t  y o u  w a n t e d  t o  do a n d  w h a t  Y O U  t a l k e d  a b o u t  

w i t h  D r .  R o l l i n s  w e ' l l  d i s c u s s  i n  a m i n u t e ,  b u t  b a s e d  

u p o n  y o u r  r ev i ew of t h e  x - r a y s  i n  t h e  c h a r t ,  w h a t  was 

y o u r  e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n ?  

A .  T h e r e  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  e i t h e r  two w i r e s  o r  o n e  

wire b r o k e n  i n  two,  t h a t  was s o m e w h e r e  i n  t h e  v a s c u l a r  

t r e e  i n  t h i s  l a d y  t h a t  a p p e a r e d  t o  g o  from t h e  l e f t  

i l i a c  up  t o  t h e  -- or  t h e  l e f t  i n t e r n a l  c a r o t i d  or  t h e  

v e r t e b r a l  o n  t h e  l e f t  s i d e .  I t  was my i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  

t h e  w i r e  may h a v e  b e e n  s n a p p e d  i n  two.  T h e y ' r e  were 

two p o r t i o n s  of i t .  

Q. T h a t  w o u l d  b e  y o u r  a s s e s s m e n t ?  

A .  T h a t  was my a s s e s s m e n t .  

Q. What was y o u r  p l a n  o r  w h a t  i s  i t  t h a t  y o u  f e l t  

o u g h t  t o  h a v e  b e e n  d o n e ?  

A.  W e l l ,  h e  d i d  w h a t  I t h o u g h t  w e  o u g h t  t o  a t  t h a t  
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p o i n t ,  n o t h i n g .  

Q. Why was t h a t  y o u r  p l a n ?  

A .  T h e  e v a l u a t i o n  of t h i s  l a d y ,  s h e  was t o o  

c r i t i c a l l y  ill t o  u n d e r g o  w h a t  p r o c e d u r e  w o u l d  be  

n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e m o v e  t h e s e  w i r e s .  

Q. When y o u  s a y  " P r o c e d u r e  n e c e s s a r y , "  w h a t  k i n d  of 

p r o c e d u r e  a r e  y o u  t a l k i n g  a b o u t ?  

a .  Y o u  w o u l d  -- o n c e  y o u  e m b a r k  o n  a d e c i s i o n  t o  d o  

s o m e t h i n g ,  y o u  n e v e r  know how f a r  y o u  a r e  g o i n g  t o  

h a v e  t o  g o  t o  g e t  t h e m  o u t .  T h e r e  a r e  t e c h n i q u e s  t h a t  

a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  s i m p l e  t h a t  m i g h t  w o r k ;  y o u  have t o  

a l s o  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  go  s o  f a r  a s  t o  c a l l  i n  a v a s c u l a r  

s u r g e o n ,  d e p e n d i n g  upon w h a t  s u c c e s s  y o u  may h a v e  w i t h  

i t  or  w h a t  o t h e r  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  y o u  m i g h t  h a v e  w i t h  

t h a t  p r o c e d u r e .  

I n  k n o w i n g  t h a t  a m a j o r  o p e r a t i v e  

p r o c e d u r e  m i g h t  b e  r e q u i r e d ,  s h e  was i n  no  c o n d i t i o n  

t o  t o l e r a t e  t h a t .  

Q. Why i s  t h a t ?  

A.  S h e  h a d  m u l t i p l e  s y s t e m  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  were v e r y  

s e v e r e ,  c o m p l e x .  I t  h a d  b e e n  n o t e d  i n  t h e  c h a r t  I 

b e l i e v e  t w o  d a y s  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t h a t  s h e  was i n  n o  

c o n d i t i o n  t o  be  t r a n s p o r t e d  a n y w h e r e  € o r  a n y t h i n g .  So 

i t  was my d e c i s i o n  o n  t h a t  d a y  a f t e r  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  

x - r a y s  a n d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  D r .  Khaddam, who i s  a 
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v a s c u l a r  s u r g e o n ,  t h a t  i t  was o u r  o p i n i o n ,  h i s  a n d  

m i n e  a n d  R o l l i n s ,  n o t  t o  d o  a n y t h i n g  o n  t h a t  

p a r t  i c u l  a r  o c c a s i o n  e 

Q. You j u m p e d  a h e a d  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a 

v a s c u l a r  s u r g e o n  b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  t o  p r e s u m a b l y  r e m o v e  

t h e  g u i d e  w i r e ,  o r  w i r e s ,  w h i c h e v e r  t h e  c a se  m i g h t  

have u l t i m a t e l y  p r o v e n  t o  b e ,  a r e  t h e r e  l e s s  i n v a s i v e  

p r o c e d u r e s  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  e m p l o y e d  t o  r e m o v e  t h e  g u i d e  

w i re s?  

A. Yes. 

Q. S u c h  a s ?  

A .  I h a d  -- I u s e d  a t e c h n i q u e  t h a t  I d e s i g n e d  

s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o  t o  r escue  t h e s e  t h i n g s  f r o m  w h e r e v e r  

t h e y  m i g h t  b e  i n  t h e  v a s c u l a r  b e d ,  s n a r e  t h e m ,  a n d  

h o p e f u l l y  r e m o v e  t h e m .  

Q. W h a t  t e c h n i q u e  i s  t h a t ?  

A .  U s e  a c a r d i a c  c a t h e t e r i z a t i o n  c a t h e t e r ,  w e  m a k e  

a s n a r e  w i t h  a f l e x i b l e  g u i d e  w i r e ,  s i m i l a r  t o  w h a t  

was l e f t  i n  t h i s  l a d y ,  a n d  t r y  t o  g e t  i t  i n  p o s i t i o n  

i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  g u i d e  w i r e ,  a n d  a c t u a l l y  

s l i d e  a s n a r e  o v e r  i t ,  p u l l  t h e  s n a r e  t i g h t ,  a n d  

e x t r a c t  t h e  g u i d e  w i r e .  

Q. Had y o u  e m p l o y e d  t h a t  t e c h n i q u e  i n  t h e  p a s t ?  

A. Yes. S e v e r a l  t imes .  

Q. To e x t r i c a t e  g u i d e  wi res?  
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A.  Yes. 

Q .  How i s  it a g u i d e  w i r e  n e e d s  e x t r i c a t i n g ?  

A .  Wellr v a r i e t y  o f  t h i n g s :  g u i d e  wi res  a n d  

c a t h e t e r s  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  -- 

Q .  L e t ' s  t a l k  a b o u t  g u i d e  wi res .  

A .  They j u s t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  g e t  l o o s e  i n  t h e  s y s t e m .  

I t  c a n  h a p p e n  p u r e l y  by a c c i d e n t ,  i t  c a n  h a p p e n  by 

p o o r  t e c h n i q u e .  T h e r e  a r e  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  t h a t  

u n f o r t u n a t e l y  c a n  h a p p e n  

Q. When t h e y  h a p p e n ,  w h a t  d o  y o u  h a v e  t o  d o ?  

A .  You g o t  s e v e r a l  d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  you  h a v e  t o  make 

a s  i t  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  item, w h e t h e r  A ,  it 

n e e d s  t o  b e  r e m o v e d ;  B ,  i f  i t  d o e s  n e e d  t o  b e  r e m o v e d ,  

w h a t  t e c h n i q u e  y o u  h a v e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  g o  g e t  i t  

d e p e n d i n g  u p o n  w h e r e  i t  i s ,  w h a t  t h e  r i s k s  a r e ,  w h a t  

t h e  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  a r e ,  a n d  w h a t  t h e  r i s k  o 

c o m p l i c a t i o n  m i g h t  b e  f o r  n o t  g o i n g  a f t e r  i t .  

Q. How many o c c a s i o n s  w o u l d  y o u  s a y  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  

e n c o u n t e r e d  w h e r e  g u i d e  w i r e  a s  o p p o s e d  t o  c a t h e t e r s  

h a s  g o t t e n  l o o s e  i n  t h e  s y s t e m ?  

A .  P r o b a b l y  o n e  or  t w o .  Not v e r y  many.  

Q. And h a s  i t  h a p p e n e d  t o  y o u  o r  a r e s i d e n t  o r  -- 
A .  I t  h a s  n o t  h a p p e n e d  t o  me. I h a v e  b e e n  t h e  o n e  

t o  r escue  i t .  I t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  me t h a t  l o s t  i t  i n  t h e  

f i r  s t  p l ace  e 
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Q. How i s  i t  t h a t  you were or  became invo lved  i n  

r e s c u i n g  i t ?  

Was it h e r e  at t h i s  h o s p i t a l ,  f i r s t  of 

a l l  ? 

A.  Yes, 

Q. How l o n g  ago? 

A *  Oh,  t h e  f i r s t  o c c a s i o n  -- f i r s t  o c c a s i o n  was 

p robab ly  1 9 7 9 .  

Q. Here? 

A .  Yes. 

Subsequent ly  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  was 

probably  f i v e  y e a r s  ago.  

Q. So t w i c e  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  abou t?  

A .  i t h i n k  t h e r e  was a t h i r d  one i n  t h e r e  t o o  a t  

one t ime,  I t D s  n o t  very common. 

Q. A l l  t h r e e  have been h e r e ?  

A .  Yes e 

Q. D i d  you e v e r  p u b l i s h  a n y t h i n g  abou t  t h e  system 

f o r  r e t r i e v i n g ?  

A .  T r i e d  t o  p a t e n t  i t  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  g e t  anybody t o  

do i t .  

/ 

& .  Who d i d  t h e  p a t e n t  p a p e r s  f o r  you? 

A .  Company i n  C a l i f o r n i a  who were o r i g i n a l l y  

c o n s i d e r i n g  t o  market i t .  

Do you s t i l l  have t h o s e ?  
I 
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A .  They f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  s u f f i c i e n t  v o l u m e  o r  

u s a g e  t o  j u s t i f y  g o i n g  a h e a d  w i t h  i t .  

Q .  D o  y o u  s t i l l  h a v e  t h e  p a p e r s ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  t h e y 8 r e  a r o u n d  s o m e w h e r e .  

9 .  H o w  i s  it t h a t  y o u  were t h e n  c o n t a c t e d  t o  r e m o v e  

t h e s e  g u i d e  w i r e s ;  I mean ,  were y o u  t h e  a t t e n d i n g ?  

A .  I g u e s s  t h e y  t h o u g h t  I was t h e  o n l y  o n e  c r a z y  

e n o u g h  t o  t r y  a n d  know how t o  go a b o u t  d o i n g  it  b a c k  

i n  t h o s e  d a y s .  S e v e r a l  o t h e r  c a r d i o l o g i s t s  were a s k e d  

b u t  nobody  w a n t e d  t o  t r y  i t ,  a n d  I p u t  -- d e s i g n e d  t h e  

s y s t e m  a n d  i t  w o r k e d .  

Q .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  y o u  were a b l e  t o  e x t r i c a t e  t h e  

g u i d e  w i r e s ?  

A .  Y e s  e 

Q. W h e r e  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  w o u l d  y o u  h a v e  a t t e m p t e d  

t h e  e x t r i c a t i o n  from? 

A .  P r o b a b l y  f r o m  t h e  l e f t  f e m o r a l  a r t e r y .  

Q. And t h e  r eason  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  d o n e  t h a t  

w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  w h a t ?  

A .  B e  b e c a u s e  y o u  h a v e  a d i r e c t  s h o t  t o  t h e  l e f t  

i l i a c  a n d  y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  h a d  -- y o u  w o u l d  be l e s s  

l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  some of t h e  p o t e n t i a l  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  i n  

r e m o v i n g  i t  by g o i n g  f r o m  t h a t  a p p r o a c h .  

Q .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  o c c a s i o n s  t h a t  y o u  were c o n t a c t e d  

t o  t r y  t o ,  o r  t o  d o  t h i s ,  a n d  i n  f a c t  d i d  d o  i t ,  were 
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y o u  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  i n  a n y  o f  t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s ?  

A.  No. 

Q -  If y o u  l o s e  a g u i d e  w i r e  i n  t h e  s y s t e m ,  i s  t h a t  

s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  know? 

A. I f  I was d o i n g  t h e  p r o c e d u r e ?  

Q. If a n y b o d y  was? 

A. You s h o u l d  know. 

Q *  A r e n ' t  y o u  s u p p o s e d  t o  r e m o v e  t h e  g u i d e  w i r e  

a f t e r  y o u  p u t  t h e  c a t h e t e r  i n ?  

A ,  Yes. 

Q .  So t h a t  i f  y o u  d i d n ' t  r e m o v e  t h e  g u i d e  w i r e r  

y o u ' d  know i t  was s t i l l  i n  t h e  p e r s o n ?  

A .  You s h o u l d  know. 

Q .  You i n d i c a t e d  w h a t  y o u  f e l t  o u g h t  o r  o u g h t  n o t  

t o  b e  d o n e ,  y o u  t h e n  t a l k e d  t o  D r .  R o l l i n s ?  

A .  A f t e r  1 h a d  r e v i e w e d  t h e  c a se  I made a d e c i s i o n  

f o r  m y s e l f  a s  t o  w h a t  I t h o u g h t  o u g h t  t o  be  d o n e ,  i t  

was a- t  t h a t  p o i n t  t h a t  I d i s c u s s e d  i t  w i t h  

D r .  Khaddam, a n d  t h a t ' s  when I c a l l e d  R o l l i n s  to see 

i f  h e  f e l t  t h e  way I d i d  o n  t h a t  m o r n i n g .  

Q. D r .  Khaddam was a v a s c u l a r  s u r g e o n ?  

a.  T h a t  s c o r r e c t .  

Q. G i v e n  t h a t  y o u  h a d  d e v i s e d  t h i s  s y s t e m  t h a t  d i d  

n o t  r e q u i r e  a v a s c u l a r  s u r g e o n ,  why i s  i t  t h a t  y o u  h a d  

a d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  h im? 
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A .  Because of t h e  p o t e n t i a l  c o m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  can 

e x i s t  w h e n  you have a l o o s e  guide  w i r e  i n  t h e  v a s c u l a r  

bed ,  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  would have 

r e q u i r e d  somebody w i t h  h i s  e x p e r t i s e  t o  g e t  t h e  g u i d e  

w i r e  o u t r  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h i n g s  t h a t  I am c a p a b l e  of 

d o i n g .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, if s u r g i c a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  would 

have b e e n  n e c e s s a r y ,  i t  w o u l d  have been by a surgeon?  

A .  A v a s c u l a r  surgeon,  t h a t e  s c o r r e c t .  

Q. So a r e  you s a y i n g  you would have n e e d e d  one t o  

be  s t a n d i n g  by i n  t h e  even t  you c o u l d n ' t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  

do t h e  p rocedure?  

A .  That  would have been a s e p a r a t e  b r i d g e  t o  c r o s s .  

I was more concerned abou t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  c o m p l i c a t i o n  

t h a t  cou ld  e x i s t  w h i l e  t h e  c a t h e t e r  i s  s t i l l  i n  p l a c e ,  

c o m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  m i g h t  r e q u i r e  s u r g i c a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  

u r g e n t l y  i n  o r d e r  t o  e x t r i c a t e  them. 

Q. Such a s ?  

A.  Well, t h e s e  t h i n g s  can m i g r a t e .  They can move 

p l a c e s  and cause  problems.  

I € ,  f o r  example, it had migra ted  up 

t h e  i n t e r n a l  c a r o t i d ,  i t  cou ld  have c r e a t e d  s e r i o u s  

problems w i t h  p e r f u s i o n  of b r a i n .  Same a s  i f  i t  

f o l l o w s  t h e  v e r t e b r a l  a r t e r i e s .  So m o b i l i t y  o r  

movement of t h e  gu ide  w i r e  i s  one i s sue .  

FLOWERS & V E R S A G I  COURT R E P O R T E R S  ( 2 1 6 )  771- 8018 
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They a r e  t h r o m b o g e n i c  a n d  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  b l o o d  c l o t s  c o u l d  f o r m  on t h e  c a t h e t e r  

a n d  t h e n  m i g r a t e ,  p r o d u c e  a s t r o k e ;  a n d  t h e y  c o u l d  

a l s o  p e n e t r a t e  a n d  p e r f o r a t e  b l o o d  v e s s e l s  a n d  p r o d u c e  

s i g n i f i c a n t  b l e e d i n g .  T h o s e  a r e  a l l  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  I 

am n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o m f o r t a b l e  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h .  

T h a t ' s  why y o u  n e e d  a v a s c u l a r  s u r g e o n  t o  d e a l  w i t h  

t h o s e  k i n d s  of t h i n g s  e 

. 

Q. T h o s e  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  c o u l d  h a v e  a r i s e n  i n  t h e  

a t t e m p t e d  e x t r i c a t i o n  o r  c o u l d  h a v e  a r i s e n  j u s t  o n  

t h e i r  own? 

A.  B o t h  

Q. So t h a t ' s  why y o u  t a l k e d '  t o  a v a s c u l a r  s u r g e o n l  

a n d  w h a t  d i d  D r .  Rhaddam t e l l  y o u  i n  terms o f  h i s  

o p i n i o n ?  

A .  I t  was b a s e d  -- h e  was n o t  a s k e d  t o  d o  a n y t h i n g  

o r  a s k e d  t o  m a k e  a d e c i s i o n  o r  a n y t h i n g .  I j u s t  f e l t  

i t  was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  h e  a s  a v a s c u l a r  s u r g e o n  o n  c a l l  

t h a t  w e e k e n d  t o  be aware o f  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e  s o  t h a t  

i f  t h e r e  was a p r o b l e m r  t h a t  i f  I c a l l e d  h i m  a t  

t w o  o'clock i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  I d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  r e a d  him 

75 p a g e s  w o r t h  o f  s t u f f .  H e  w o u l d  be aware o f  i t .  

So y o u  j u s t  made h i m  aware o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  

t h e  e v e n t  h e  i s  n e e d e d ?  

T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  
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Q. So t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  t h a t  h e  t o l d  you t h e n  t h a t  

caused  you t o  change your  o p i n i o n  or  t o  f o r m u l a t e  your 

o p i n i o n ,  you knew what you were d e a l i n g  w i t h r  what you 

wanted t o  do3 

A .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  a t t e m p t e d  removal of t h e  w i r e  or 

w i r e s  a t  l e a s t  by your own procedure  d i d  n o t  i n v o l v e  a 

Surgeona c o r r e c t ?  

A .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q .  I n  l i g h t  of her c o n d i t i o n ,  which you have t o l d  

u s  abou t  a few m i n u t e s  ago,  was t h e  danger one of 

s u r g e r y  a s  opposed t o  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  remove i t  by your 

p rocedure?  

a. T h e  i s s u e s  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  i n  t ime were one of s h e  

would have had t o  be t r a n s p o r t e d  from a coronary  c a r e  

u n i t  t o  t h e  c a r d i a c  c a t h e t e r i z a t i o n  l a b o r a t o r y .  I"1 

r e l a t e  back t o  t h e  comments t h a t  were i n  t h e  c h a r t  

from two days  b e f o r e ,  t h i s  l a d y  w a s n ' t  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  

where she  can be t r a n s p o r t e d  anywhere, number one;  

second ly  -- 

Q. Excuse m e .  Could you p o i n t  -- I s m  l o o k i n g  a t  

t h e  n o t e s  of Dr,  R o l l i n s  of March t h e  8 t h .  

a .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  a n o t e  p r i o r  t o  t h a t .  

Q. L e t ' s  l o o k  a t  t h a t  t h e n ,  t h a t  would have been 

subsequen t ,  " S h e ' s  improving"? 

~ ~ _ _  
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A .  "I t h i n k . "  

Q. "I t h i n k  ABG's much b e t t e r , "  down b e l o w  u n d e r  

number  3 .  S h e  i s  " S t a b l e  a n d  i m p r o v i n g " ;  d o  y o u  see 

t h a t ?  

A .  You p o i n t  t h a t  o u t  t o  me, i f  y o u  w o u l d .  

Q .  Yes. 

A .  Okay a 

Q .  So a p p a r e n t l y  s h e  i s  g e t t i n g  b e t t e r ,  r i g h t ?  

A .  I a g r e e  w i t h  y o u  f r o m  t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  of h i s  

n o t e ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  s h e  was g e t t i n g  b e t t e r ,  b u t  i f  

y o u  p u t  i n  i t  c o n t e x t  of how bad  s h e  was t o  b e g i n  

w i t h ,  s h e  s t i l l  w a s n ' t  a r o s e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t i m e .  

Q .  So y o u  were s t i l l  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  

move h e r  t o  t h e  c a t h  l a b  t o  e v e n  do y o u r  p r o c e d u r e ;  

w o u l d  t h a t  be  a f a i r  s t a t e m e n t ?  

A .  A b s o l u t e l y .  

& *  Is t h e r e  n o t  i n c r e a s e d  m o r t a l i t y  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  

f o r  a p a t i e n t  u n d e r g o i n g  a n y  k i n d  of s u r g i c a l  

p r o c e d u r e ,  s u r g e r y  r e q u i r i n g  g e n e r a l  a n e s t h e t i c  

f o l l o w i n g  m y o c a r d i a l  i n f a r c t i o n ?  

MR. J A C K S O N :  O b j e c t i o n .  

A .  I am s o r r y .  I d o n f t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  q u e s t i o n .  

& .  A11 r i g h t .  Maybe 1 d i d n ' t  s t a t e  i t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  

t o  be u n d e r  s t o o d  

Is t h e r e  i n c r e a s e d  m o r t a l i t y  f o r  

~~~~ 
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p a t i e n t s  u n d e r g o i n g  s u r g e r y  w i t h i n  a c e r t a i n  t ime 

frame a f t e r  h a v i n g  a h e a r t  a t t a c k ?  

MR. J A C K S O N :  O b j e c t i o n  a g a i n .  

Go a h e a d ,  D o c t o r .  A n s w e r  i f  you  c a n .  

A .  I n  t h i n k  i n  t h e  s t a n d a r d  c o n c e p t  of r i s k  

i n v o l v e d  € o r  p a t i e n t s  w i t h  c o r o n a r y  d i s e a s e ,  t h e  

g e n e r a l  a n s w e r  would b e  y e s ,  

T h e  s p e c i f i c  a n s w e r  may n o t  be y e s ,  i t  

may i n  f a c t  b e  n o ,  d e p e n d i n g  upon t h e  t y p e  o f  s u r g e r y :  

E x a m p l e ,  c o r o n a r y  b y p a s s  s u r g e r y  p o s t  m y o c a r d i a l  

i n f a r c t i o n  may be  o f  i n s u f f i c i e n t  b e n e f i t .  

Q. T h a t ' s  f a i r .  I s u p p o s e  I d i d n ' t  mean t o  i n c l u d e  

t h a t  

I m e a n t  some u n r e l a t e d  s u r g e r y .  

A .  I n  g e n e r a l  terms a g a i n p  p o s s i b l y :  S p e c i f i c  

i n s t a n c e ,  i f  f o r  example, t h e  o t h e r  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  y o u  

a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  i s  p o t e n t i a l l y  a l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g  

s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e n  t h e  a n s w e r  i s  o b v i o u s l y  n o .  

Q. Have t h e r e  b e e n  s t u d i e s  d o n e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  

s u r g i c a l  m o r t a l i t y  f o l l o w i n g  M.I.? 

A .  Yes. And y o u  a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  e l e c t i v e  

s u r g i c a l  p r o c e d u r e s ,  a n d  t h e  a n s w e r  a g a i n  i s  -- t h e  

s p e c i f i c  a n s w e r  i s  y e s ,  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. Was t h a t  o n e  of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  y o u  were 

c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e n  i n  te rms o f  m a k i n g  y o u r  d e c i s i o n  n o t  
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t o  p o s s i b l y  s u b j e c t  her  t o  v a s c u l a r  s u r g e r y ?  

A. You a lways  have t o  t h i n k  a s t e p  o r  two ahead.  

The t e c h n i q u e  t h a t  I would have u s e d  to t r y  a t  l e a s t  

i n i t i a l l y  was t h e  example of t h e  c o n t r a p t i o n  I t a l k e d  

abou t  e a r l i e r .  T h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  c o m p l i c a t i o n  w i t h  

t h a t  p rocedure  s t i l l  e x i s t s :  Example is ,  y o u ' r e  

p u t t i n g  a l a r g e r  d iamete r  c a t h e t e r  i n  t h e  f emora l  

a r t e r y ,  t h e r e  i s  always t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of l a c e r a t i n g  

t h e  blood v e s s e l ;  even i f  you s n a r e  t h e  g u i d e  w i r e ,  

you somehow have to g e t  i t  o u t  of t h e  femora l  

a r t e r i e s ,  a t  which p o i n t  you can l a c e r a t e  t h e  

a r t e r i e s .  

P o i n t  be ing  is \  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  do 

t h a t  p rocedure ,  you have t o  be p repared  €or  a l l  of t h e  

p o t e n t i a l  compl i c a t i o n s ,  which may i n c l u d e  v a s c u l a r  

s u r g e r y ,  major o p e r a t i v e  p rocedure .  

a .  I unders t and  t h a t .  You s a i d  t h a t  b e f o r e .  

My q u e s t i o n  now is ,  I though t  was: 

W i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  doing  o r  p o s s i b l y  having t o  do s u r g e r y  

on t h i s  l a d y ,  was t h a t  one of t h e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  caused 

y o u  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t h a t  no i n t e r v e n t i o n  should  be 

done a t  t h a t  t ime?  

a. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t *  

Q. You t h e n  c a l l e d  Dr,  R o l l i n s .  

A .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

FLOWER§ SI V E R S A G I  COURT REPORTERS (21 
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2. And t e l l  me w h a t  y o u  a n d  h e  d i s c u s s e d .  

A. We d i s c u s s e d  w h a t  t h e  p r o b l e m  was a s  it  r e l a t e s  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  g u i d e  w i r e ,  a n d  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  h e  

f e l t  o r  h a d  a n y  d i f f e r e n c e  of o p i n i o n  f r o m  w h a t  h e  h a d  

i n d i c a t e d  t h e  e v e n i n g  b e f o r e ,  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  

t h i s  p a t i e n t  s h o u l d  u n d e r g o  a p r o c e d u r e  t o  t r y  t o  

r e m o v e  t h e s e  w i re s ;  a n d  I i n d i c a t e d  t o  h im w h a t  my 

t h o u g h t s  were a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I d i s c u s s e d  

t h i s  w i t h  D r .  Khaddarn, a n d  t h a t  1; f e l t  i t  was n o t  

i n d i c a t e d  t o  s u b j e c t  h e r  t o  t h a t  t y p e  of p r o c e d u r e  a t  

t h a t  t ime .  

(5. D r .  R o l l i n s  c o n c u r r e d ?  

A .  ~t w a s n ' t  s o  much a q u e s t i o n  o f  c o n c u r r i n g ,  

b e c a u s e  h e  w a s n ' t  t h e r e  t o  e v a l u a t e  w h a t  was g o i n g  o n  

o n  t h e  S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g .  

Q. W e l l ,  was h e  of t h e  same o p i n i o n ?  

A .  Me was o f  t h a t  o p i n i o n  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e .  I 

b a s i c a l l y  i n d i c a t e d  n o t h i n g  h a d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  c h a n g e d .  

Q. Where  was D r .  S t ee le?  

a. Me was o u t  of t o w n .  I d o n s t  r e c a l l  w h e r e .  I t ' s  

my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  I t h i n k  D r .  R o l l i n s  h a d  b e e n  c o v e r i n g  

f o r  h i m  t h e  -- m o s t  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  w e e k .  1 d o n ' t  

r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w h e r e  h e  was. 

Q. H o w  many x - r a y s  d i d  y o u  r e v i e w  when y o u  l o o k e d  

a t  t h e s e  x - r a y s ?  

FLOWERS & V E R S A G I  COURT REPORTERS (216) 771- 8018  
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A .  The  s p e c i f i c  n u m b e r ,  I c a n ' t  t e l l  y o u l  b u t  I c a n  

t e l l  y o u  t h a t  w e  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  x - r a y s  b a c k  t o  a t ime  

a t  w h i c h  t h e  w i re s  were n o t  p r e s e n t .  

a .  Y o u  p u t  i n  y o u r  n o t e  t h a t  t h e y  -- it h a d  b e e n  i n  

p l a c e  f o r  t e n  d a y s ?  

A .  I s a i d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t e n  d a y s .  

Q. Okay .  And y o u  made t h a t  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a s  a 

r e s u l t  o f  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  x - r a y s ?  

A .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. D i d  y o u  h a v e  t o  go down t o  t h e  x- r a y  d e p a r t m e n t  

t o  g e t  t h e m ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  t h e y  were i n  t h e  c o r o n a r y  c a r e  u n i t .  

Q .  Had t h e y  b e e n  b r o u g h t  up'? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  so I  y e s .  

Q .  D o  y o u  know if D r .  Varma or  D r .  R o l l i n s  h a d  

b r o u g h t  t h e m  up s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  -- 
A .  I w o u l d  h a v e  no  k n o w l e d g e  who b r o u g h t  t h e m  

Q. D i d  y o u  h a v e  a n y  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  D r .  Varina 

how t h i s  h a d  o c c u r r e d ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  o n l y  p e r s o n  t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  

UP* 

a s  t o  

at 

l e a s t  a s  f a r  a s  i n  t h e  c o r o n a r y  c a r e  u n i t  t h a t  d a y ,  

was t h e  s e n i o r  r e s i d e n t .  I b e l i e v e  h e  was t h e  o n l y  

o n e  t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  i n  t h e  u n i t .  

Q .  D i d  y o u  e v e r  t a l k  t o  D r .  Varma a b o u t  t h e  g u i d e  

w i r e s ?  
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A .  I d o n ' t  know i f  I c a n  e v e n  i d e n t i f y  D r .  V a r m a .  

I d o n ' t  know i f  I * v e  e v e r  s e e n  h i m .  

Q .  H e  was a r e s i d e n t  t h a t  a p p a r e n t l y  was r o t a t i n g  

t h r o u g h  y o u r  s e r v i c e  f r o m  t h e  C l i n i c ?  

A ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t .  

9.  And y o u  a r e  s a y i n g  t h a t  y o u  d i d n t t  have a n y  

i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  him w h i l e  h e  was d o i n g  h i s  r o t a t i o n ?  

A .  Not  t o  my k n o w l e d g e ,  n o .  I d o n l t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I 

c a n  e v e n  i d e n t i f y  a p i c t u r e  of h i m .  

Q. L e t  m e  a s k  y o u  t h i s ,  D o c t o r :  I assume t h a t  y o u  

d i d  h a v e  some i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  v a r i o u s  r e s i d e n t s  a s  

t h e y  w o u l d  r o t a t e  t h r o u g h  y o u r  s e r v i c e ?  

A .  Yes. B u t  P e t  me c l a r i f y  t h a t  f o r  y o u .  

Q. S u r e .  

A .  They d o n ' t  r o t a t e  t h r o u g h  my s e r v i c e .  They 

c o v e r  w h a t  i s  c a l l e d  a t e a c h i n g  s e r v i c e  i n  c o r o n a r y  

c a r e  u n i t .  I may o r  may n o t  h a v e  a p a t i e n t  i n  t h e  

c o r o n a r y  c a r e  u n i t  who may o r  may n o t  be a t e a c h i n g  

c a s e ,  s o  my e x p o s u r e  w o u l d  be o n l y  l i m i t e d  t o  t h o s e  

c a s e s  t h a t  I h a d  t h a t  were i n  t h e  u n i t  t h a t  were i n  -- 
w h i c h  i n  f a c t  were a t e a c h i n g  ca se .  

Q. Was H r .  W e i t z e l  a t e a c h i n g  case? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Yesl s h e  w o u l d  h a v e  h a d  t o  be i f  s h e  

w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  s e e n  by t h e  r e s i d e n t s .  
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Q .  What m a k e s  a p e r s o n  a t e a c h i n g  v e r s u s  a 

n o n - t e a c h i n g  c a s e ?  

a. C e r t a i n  s e r v i c e s  a n d  c e r t a i n  p h y s i c i a n s  a g r e e  t o  

a l low t h e i r  p a t i e n t s  t o  be  o n  t h e  t e a c h i n g  s e r v i c e ,  

w h i c h  m e a n s  b e i n g  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  r e s i d e n t s ,  

Q .  So i n  t h i s  case  s i n c e  D r .  S t e e l e  was t h e  

a t t e n d i n g ,  h e  wouLd h a v e  h a d  t o  h a v e  a g r e e d  t h a t  

Mrs. W e i t z e l  c o u l d  b e  a t e a c h i n g  p a t i e n t ?  

A .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q .  And how d o  y o u  a s  a p h y s i c i a n  d e t e r m i n e  who y o u  

a r e  g o i n g  t o  a l l o w  t o  b e  a t e a c h i n g  p a t i e n t ?  

A .  I w i l l  h a v e  t o  s a y  u p  f r o n t  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of 

ou r  p a t i e n t s  t h a t  w e  a d m i t  t o  t h e  c o r o n a r y  c a r e  u n i t  

by o u r  -- S t e e l e ,  R o l l i n s ,  a n d  m y s e l f ,  a r e  t e a c h i n g  

p a t i e n t s .  

T h e  o n e s  t h a t  we d o n ' t  m a k e  t e a c h i n g  

p a t i e n t s  a r e  c a s e s  t h a t  w e  d o n ' t  e x p e c t  t o  b e  i n  t h e r e  

f o r  m o r e  t h a n  a d a y  o r  twoI t h e r e  i s  n o  s i g n i f i c a n t  

t e a c h i n g  v a l u e  t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c a se s .  W e  d o n ' t  w a n t  

t o  o v e r l o a d  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  t o  j u s t  m a k e  t h e m  be  

c a r e  t a k e r s .  

Q. So y o u  m a k e  a p a t i e n t  a t e a c h i n g  p a t i e n t ,  t h a t  

a u t o m a t i c a l l y  m e a n s  t h a t  y o u  a r e  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  

r e s i d e n t s  see  t h a t  p a t i e n t ;  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

a .  You w i l l  h a v e  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  who a r e  i n  t h e  
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t e a c h i n g  p r o g r a m  s e e i n g  t h e  p a t i e n t s ,  t h a t v s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. T h e s e  r e s i d e n t s ,  how o f t e n  d o  t h e y  r o t a t e  

t h r o u g h  t h e  c a r d i o l o g y  s e r v i c e ?  

A .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  e v e r y  t w o  m o n t h s  t h e  j u n i o r  

r e s i d e n t s  r o t a t e .  The  s e n i o r s  h a v e  a s l i g h t l y  

d i f f e r e n t  s c h e d u l e .  They may be h e r e  a l i t t l e  b i t  

l o n g e r ,  u p  t o  t h r e e  m o n t h s .  T h e r e ' s  a n  o v e r l a p  a n d  a 

c o n t i n u i t y  f r o m  c h a n g e  t o  c h a n g e .  

Q. Is i t  t y p i c a l  t o  a l l o w  t h e  j u n i o r  r e s i d e n t s  a s  

p a r t  o f  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  i n s e r t  c a t h e t e r s ?  

A. O n l y  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  

of a d e q u a t e  t r a i n i n g  t o  d o  so .  

Q. Wow d o  y o u  d e t e r m i n e  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  s u c h  

d o c u m e n t a t  i o n ?  

a. I t ' s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e  

r e s i d e n t s  t h a t  come o v e r  h e r e p  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f r o m  t h e  

C l e v e l a n d  C l i n i c ,  t h e r e  i s  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  to 

t h e  p h y s i c i a n  i n  c h a r g e  of t h e  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  t o  

d o c u m e n t  w h a t  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  t r a i n e d  t o  do w h a t  t h e y  

h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e  d o i n g ,  a n d  t h a t  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  

c o m m u n i c a t e d  t o  t h e  s e n i o r  r e s i d e n t .  

Q. So y o u ' r e  r e l y i n g  t h e n  o n  t h e  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  

b e i n g  p r o v i d e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e s i d e n c y  p r o g r a m ?  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  m a j o r  s o u r c e f  y e s .  

T h e  o t h e r  s o u r c e  i s  a n y  t i m e  w e  f i n d  
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t h e  r e s i d e n t s  c h a n g e ,  t h e y  c h a n g e  e v e r y  two m o n t h s p  i f  

a p r o c e d u r e  i s  r e q u i r e d ,  I m a k e  a p o i n t  o f  a s k i n g  t h e  

s e n i o r ,  d o e s  h e  know how t o  d o  t h i s ,  i s  h e  

e x p e r i e n c e d ,  d o e s  h e  h a v e  t h e ,  o r  s h e ,  h a v e  c h e  

a b i l i t y  t o  do  t h e s e  k i n d s  of p r o c e d u r e s .  

8 .  Would y o u  w a t c h  t h e m  d o  o n e  b e f o r e  y o u  a l l o w e d  

t h e m  t o  d o  it o n  t h e i r  own? 

A .  I t  d e p e n d s  upon  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of t h e  s e n i o r .  

I f  t h e  s e n i o r  t h e m s e l v e s  h a s  b e e n  h e r e  b e f o r e ,  i f  t h e y  

d e m o n s t r a t e d  c a p a b i l i t y  of d o i n g  t h e s e  p r o c e d u r e s ,  i f  

t h e y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a b i l i t y  t o  t e a c h  t h e s e  p r o c e d u r e s F  

t h e n  I w o u l d n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  be  p r e s e n t  o r  i n s t r u c t  

t h e m  o n  how t o  d o  i t .  

Q. Who was t h e  s e n i o r  o n  F e b r u a r y  2 t h r  do Y O U  

know? 

A .  I d o n C t  know. 

Q .  Was i t  D r .  J a y n e ?  

A .  I w o u l d  h a v e  no  k n o w l e d g e  of v e r i f y i n g  t h a t .  

Q. Do y o u  know who s h e  i s?  

A .  Yeah 

Q 4  Was s h e  a n  e x p e r i e n c e d  r e s i d e n t ?  

A .  I ' d  h a v e  t o  go back a n d  r e c a l l  w h a t  h e r  t r a i n i n g  

a n d  e x p e r t i s e  was a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime .  I c a n ' t  

t e l l  y o u  t o d a y  w h a t  h e r  c a p a b i l i t i e s  were back  t h e n .  

Q .  You  a l r e a d y  t o l d  m e  y o u  w o u l d n ' t  know Varma if 
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a .  R i g h t .  I w o u l d n ' t  know him i f  I saw h im.  

Q .  You w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c a r d i a c  

c a r e  t h a t  Mrs. W e i t z e l  r e c e i v e d  o n  t h e  9 t h  a n d  lothp 

t h a t  b e i n g  t h e  w e e k e n d ?  

A .  T h a t P  s c o r r e c t .  

Q .  Do y o u  h a v e  a n y  o t h e r  n o t e s  a f t e r  t h e  9th? 

A .  Not t o  my k n o w l e d g e .  You a s k e d  ea rL ie r  w h e t h e r  

I c o v e r e d  h e r  a t  o t h e r  p o i n t s  i n  t ime a f t e r  t h a t ,  I 

a o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  w h e t h e r  I d i d  o r  n o t .  

Q .  Is  t h i s  t h e  o n l y  n o t e  t h e n  of  y o u r s  i n  t h e  

c h a r t ?  

A, I h a v e  n o t  l o o k e d  t h r o u g h  i t  t o  f i n d  o u t .  

M R .  J A C K S O N :  I am n o t  aware of 

a n y  o t h e r s .  Anybody e l s e  aware of any  o t h e r s ?  

MR. K A M P I N S K I :  I am n o t .  H e  i s  

t h e  o n e  t h a t  was t h e r e ,  

MR. J A C K S O N :  I u n d e r s t a n d  y o u  

g o t  a b o u t  s i x  i n c h e s  of c h a r t s ,  I f  t h e r e  i s  a n o t e  

h e r e  t h a t  y o u ' r e  aware o f ,  t h e n  p o i n t  i t  o u t .  We'll 

a d d r e s s  i t .  

n o t  

e i t h e r  

MR.  KAHPINSKI: 

PIR. JACKSON: 

I t o l d  y o u  I'm 

I am n o t  aware 
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A .  No. I d o n ' t  see a n y .  T h a t  was my a n s w e r .  

Q. What d i d  y o u  do t h e  r e s t  of t h e  w e e k e n d  a s  

r e l a t e d  t o  h e r  c a r e ,  o r  c a n ' t  y o u  t e l l  b e c a u s e  t h e r e ' s  

n o  n o t e  i n  t h e r e ?  

A .  T h e r e  i s n ' t  a n o t e  f r o m  me o n  t h e  S u n d a y ;  

h o w e v e r ,  I know t h a t  I d i d  r e v i e w  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  

t h e  n u r s i n g  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  r e v i e w e d  h e r  v i t a l  s h e e t s  

a n d  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  n o  n o t e  f r o m  h e r e  

o n  t h e  o c c a s i o n .  

Q .  So d i d  y o u  d o  a n y t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  o b s e r v e  

h e r  o v e r  t h e  w e e k e n d ?  

A.  O t h e r  t h a n  t o  make a d e c i s i o n  n o t  t o  d o  a n y t h i n g  

a n y  d i f f e r e n t l y  a s  r e l a t e s  t o  w i re s .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  y o u  c o n t i n u e d  a n y  

d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p rocess  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y ?  

A .  Not t o  i n t e r v e n e p  y e s .  

Q .  Were y o u  i n v o l v e d  a t  a l l  i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  

p r o c e s s  by D r .  S t e e l e  t o  d o  s u r g e r y  when h e  d i d  i t  on 

t h e  1 3 t h ?  

A .  N o .  On ly  t h a t  I l e a r n e d  t h a t  h e  was g o i n g  t o  

use t h e  t e c h n i q u e  t h a t  I h a d  shown h i m .  

Q .  When d i d  y o u  show h i m  how t o  d o  t h a t  t e c h n i q u e ?  

a .  Years a g o .  

Q .  Had h e  d o n e  i t?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  s o .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I t ' s  n o t  

~~~~ 
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p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i f f i c u l t .  I t ' s  unique .  I t ' s  no t  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  dij if  i c u l t .  

Q .  D i d  he a s k  you t o  a s s i s t  him? 

A.  N o .  

u .  You ' re  aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he go t  one w i r e  

a n d  h e  d i d n ' t  g e t  a n o t h e r  o n e ?  

A .  I heard  t h a t .  

Q .  D i d  he c o n t a c t  y o u  a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  a t t e m p t  t o  

a s k  you t o  a s s i s t  h i m  i n  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  second one? 

A.  No * 

is 

I4R. WARNER: O b j  e c t  i o n  I) 

Q .  t a n e o  

A .  I g u e s s  i f  expe  

t h e y  m i g h t  be a b l e  t o .  

Q .  You do an ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q .  T h e y  d o  t o o ,  d 

A.  Yes, d i f f e r e n t  k i  

(1. 

A .  1. 

Q .  How w o u l d  you d e s c r i b e  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  remove t h e  

g u i d e  w i r e ,  c a r d i a c  o r  p e r i p h e r a l ?  

A .  I t  cou ld  be e i t h e r .  

FLOWERS & V E R S A G I  COURT R E P O R T E R S  (21 1 771-8018 
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Q. What e q u i p m e n t  d o  y o u  m a i n t a i n  i n  t h e  c a r d i a c  

c a t h  l a b  f o r  t h i s  t y p e  of p r o c e d u r e ?  Maybe t h a t ' s  n o t  

a f a i r  q u e s t i o n .  

I s u p p o s e  b e c a u s e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  y o u  

d i d n ' t  p a t e n t  i t ,  t h i s  e q u i p m e n t  i s n ' t  m a i n t a i n e d  a t  

a l l ?  

A .  I t  i s  i n c r e d i b l y  u n i q u e .  

I t h i n k  r a d i o l o g i s t s  a r e  n o t  a s  

e x p e r i e n c e d  a s  c a r d i o l o g i s t s  i n  m a n i p u l a t i n g  g u i d e  

wi res  o r  c a t h e t e r s ,  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e m  i n t o  p l a c e s  w h e r e  

w e  n e e d  t o  g e t  t h e m .  T h a t  i s  why t h e y  d o n ' t  d o  t h e  

t h i n g s  t h a t  w e  d o .  J u s t  s i m p l y  i n s e r t i n g  a c a t h e t e r  

i n t o  a major v e s s e l  i s  n o t  t h e  i s sue .  W e  go b e y o n d  

t h a t .  W e  m a n i p u l a t e  t h e  c a t h e t e r  t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s  

c h a m b e r s  of t h e  h e a r t ,  t h e  p u l m o n a r y  a r t e r i e s ,  

w h a t n o t .  T e c h n i q u e s  t h a t  we ' re  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n ,  

m a n i p u l a t i o n  of c a t h e t e r s ,  t h a t  t h e y  a r e n s t .  

B .  Could a t r a i n e d  r a d i o l o g i s t  h a v e  d o n e  t h e  

p r o c e d u r e  t o  r e m o v e  t h i s  g u i d e  wi re?  

MR. WARNER: O b j e c t i o n .  

MR. JACKSON:: O b j e c t i o n .  W h a t  

do  y o u  mean by " t r a i n e d " ?  

MR.  K A M P I M S K I :  T r a i n e d  i n  d o i n g  

i n v a s i v e  p r o c e d u r e s .  

MR.  WARNER: O b j e c t i o n .  

FLOWERS ti V E R S A G I  COURT R E P O R T E R S  (21 1 771- 8018  
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A .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  n o .  No. 

Q .  H o w  d o e s  a p e r s o n  d e v e l o p  a p n e u m o t h o r a x  o r  how 

c a n  a p e r s o n  d e v e l o p  a p n e u m o t h o r a x ?  

A. The  p r o b a b l y  s i m p l e s t  e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  

i n t r o d u c t i o n  of a c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  

a n d  t h e  t h o r a x  by any  o n e  of s e v e r a l  means .  

Q. How d i d  Mrs. W e i t z e l  d e v e l o p  h e r s ?  

A.  I h a v e  no i d e a .  

Q .  Was s h e  r e c e i v i n g  -- h a d  s h e  d e v e l o p e d  i t  

a l r e a d y  by t h e  t ime y o u  came o n  s e r v i c e ?  

a. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a n y t h i n g  a s  r e l a t e s  t o  

p n e u m o t h o r a x  e 

Q .  So i t ' s  y o u r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  s h e  d i d n l t  h a v e  

a n y  p n e u m o t h o r a x  when  y o u  were o n  s e r v i c e  t h a t  w e e k ?  

MR. JACKSON: O b j  e c t  i o n .  

A .  I d o n ' t  h a v e  a n y  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h a t ,  n o .  

i s i o n- m a k i  ng 

Q. D i d  y o u  h a v e  a n y  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e m  o r  t h e  

r a d i o l o g i s t s  o r  a n y b o d y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  r e s i d e n c y  

FLOWERS & V E R S A G I  COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-801 
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p r o g r a m  r e g a r d i n g  D r .  Va rma ' s  c o n d u c t  o r  a c t i o n s  a s  

p e r t a i n s  t o  t h e  g u i d e  w i r e ,  a f t e r  y o u  f o u n d  o u t  a b o u t  

t h e m  o b v i o u s l y ?  

a. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  I h a d  was 

a h a l l w a y  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  D r .  K a t h y  R e a t i n g ,  who was 

t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  i n  t ime; a n d  

I b a s i c a l l y  i n d i c a t e d  t o  h e r l  y o u  o b v i o u s l y  a r e  aware 

t h a t  t h e r e  was a p r o b l e m ,  a n d  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i f  s h e  

n e e d e d  a n y t h i n g  f r o m  me, t o  g e t  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  me, 

a n d  t h a t ' s  t h e  e x t e n t  of i t .  

Q .  What  was h e r  r e s p o n s e ?  

a.  I f  s h e  n e e d e d  s o m e t h i n g ,  s h e  w o u l d .  

Q. I s  l e a v i n g  a g u i d e  wi re  i n  a p e r s o n  f a i l u r e  t o  

a d h e r e  t o  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a n d a r d  o f  c a r e  r e q u i r e d  of 

somebody  p u t t i n g  i t  i n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ?  

A .  T h a t  s a d i f f  i c u l f  q u e s t i o n ,  

Q .  Is i t?  

A.  G e e z ,  I t h i n k  -- c a n  y o u  r e p h r a s e  t h a t ?  

Q. Well, t e l l  m e  w h a t  y o u r  p r o b l e m  i s  w i t h  t h e  way 

I d i d  p h r a s e  i t  a n d  I ' l l  t r y  t o  -- I c a n  k e e p  a s k i n g  

q u e s t i o n s ,  I m i g h t  n o t  a n s w e r  y o u r  c o n c e r n .  

PIR. JACKSON: Maybe I c a n  h e l p .  

A r e  y o u  t a l k i n g  p i e c e  of g u i d e  w i r e  t h a t  may h a v e  b e e n  

s h e a r e d ,  a r e  y o u  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  e n t i r e  g u i d e  w i r e ,  w h a t  

a r e  y o u  t a l k i n g  a b o u t ?  
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MR. K A M P I N S K I :  W e ' l l  s t a r t  w i t h  

one g u i d e  w i r e ,  e n t i r e  one, t h e n  w e i l l  go t o  two. 

MR.  J A C K S O N :  Okay e 

Q. Is l e a v i n g  an e n t i r e  g u i d e  w i r e  i n  a person 

f a i l u r e  t o  a d h e r e  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a n d a r d  of c a r e ?  

A .  C o u l d  b e .  

Q. Was it i n  t h i s  c a s e ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q. I f  I asked y o u  t o  assume t h a t  t w o  s e p a r a t e  ones 

were put  i n t o  Mrs. Wei tze l  and l e f t  i n  n e r ,  I assume 

t h a t  would be a f a i l u r e  t o  a d h e r e  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  

s t a n d a r d  of  c a r e  a s  w e l l ?  

A .  Yes. 

(2. How would you c h a r a c t e r i z e ,  Doctor l  t h e  f a i l u r e  

t o  l e t  anybody know t h a t  t h a t  had o c c u r r e d  by a 

phy s i c i  an? 

A ,  I n e x c u s a b l e .  

Q. A gu ide  w i r e  i s  a f o r e i g n  body i n  a person,  

c o r r e c t ?  

A .  That  i s  c o r r e c t .  

a =  And i t  was i n  Mrs. W e i t z e l ?  

A .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. Was she  s e p t i c  a t  a l l ?  

A .  She had -- had been €or  some t ime .  a s i c  

p r o c e s s  t h a t  s h e  had a s  f a r  a s  her  pulmonary s t a t u s  

FLOWERS & V E R S A G I  COURT R E P O R T E R S  (216) 771- 8018  
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was o n e  o f  s e p s i s .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  w o r d s l  s h e  h a d  i n f e c t i o n s ?  

A .  S h e  h a d  i n f e c t i o n s .  

And c a n  y o u  c l e a r  s e p s i s  i n  a p e r s o n  s o  l o n g  a s  /ne 
t h e r e ' s  a f o r e i g n  body i n s i d e  o f  t h e m ?  

PIR. JACKSON: I ' l l  o b j e c t ,  b u t  

g o  a h e a d  a n d  a n s w e r  i f  y o u  c a n .  
I 

A .  Yesl y o u  c a n .  

Q .  Is  i t  h a r d e r  t o  do?  

A.  On ly  i n  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e  w h e r e  t h e  i n f e c t i o n  i s  

o n  t h e  f o r e i g n  body i t s e l f .  

Q .  To y o u r  k n o w l e d g e ,  was t h e r e  e v e r  a c h e e k  d o n e  

o n  t h e  g u i d e  w i r e  o r  w i r e s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e r e  was 

i n f e c t i o n  o n  t h e m ?  

A .  I w o u l d  h a v e  no k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h a t .  

MR. K A M P I N S K I  : Why d o n ' t  w e  t a k e  

a b o u t  o n e  m i n u t e .  

- - - - -  

( B r i e f  r e c e s s  h a d . )  

- - - - -  

MR. KAMPINSKI: T h a t ' s  all t h e  

q u e s t i o n  I have .  Some o f  t h e  o t h e r  a t t o r n e y s  may h a v e  

some q u e s t i o n s  of  y o u l  D o c t o r .  

M R .  SEIBEL: I d o n ' t .  

M R .  COYNE: N o  q u e s t i o n s .  

FLOWERS & V E R S A G I  COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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MISS MOORE: I r e p r e s e n t  

3 r e  Varma. My name i s  Lynn  Moore. I have some 

q u e s t i o n s  f o r  you.  

- - - - -  

_____------------ C R O S S- E X A M I N A T I O K  

au-B18S-BQQBE.i 

a .  You i n d i c a t e d  y o u  had some e x p e r i e n c e  i n  

r e t r i e v i n g  g u i d e  w i r e s  i n  t h e  p a s t  on t h r e e  o c c a s i o n s ?  

A .  One  was a g u i d e  w i r e B  two were o t h e r  d e v i c e s .  

2 .  C o u l d  you t e l l  u s  abou t  t h a t ,  you  s a i d  one was a 

g u i d e  w i r e ?  

A .  Yes. 

a .  Was t h a t  an i n t a c t  gu ide  w i r e  or a p i e c e  t h a t  

was s h e a r e d  o f f ?  

A .  I t  was an i n t a c t  g u i d e  w i r e .  A s h o r t  g u i d e  w i r e  

a s  opposed -- 

Q. How long  was t h a t ?  

A .  Approximately 1 6  t o  1 

Q .  Where was t h a t  removed from? 

A.  Down i n  t h e  abdominal a o r t a .  

€2. You d i d  t h a t  removal y o u r s e l f ?  

A .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

9 .  A n d  y o u  were a b l e  t o  remove t h e  whole guide  

w i r e ?  

A.  Yes 
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Q. That  was i n  1 9 7 9 ,  you s a i d ?  

A. I c a n ' t  g i v e  you s p e c i f i c  d a t e s .  I n  t h e  

e a r l y  I 80 s e 

Q .  T h e n  t h e  second t i m e  you mentioned was f i v e  

y e a r s  ago? 

A .  T h e  l a s t  t ime -- c o r r e c t i o n .  Tne f i r s t  t i m e  was 

i n  1 9 ,  p robab ly ,  ' 79 ,  and t h a t  was a c a t h e t e r  t h a t  was 

removed from t h e  r i g h t  v e n t r i c l e  and pulmonary a r t e r y .  

The l a s t  t i m e  was approx imate ly  a y e a r  

ago  and w e  removed a p o r t i o n  of i n t r a v e n o u s  c a t h e t e r  

from t h e  l e f t  pulmonary a r t e r y .  

Q .  And  a l l  t h o s e  o c c a s i o n s  you were s u c c e s s f u l  i n  

r e t r i e v i n g  -- 
A .  Yes e 

Q .  -- what you went i n  a f t e r ?  

A .  Yes. 

Q .  You made a d i s t i n c t i o n  e a r l i e r  about  a p i e c e  of 

a g u i d e  w i r e  be ing  s h e a r e d  o f f  a s  opposed t o  an e n t i r e  

g u i d e  w i r e .  

MR e K A M P I M S K I  That  was 

Mr. J a c k s o n .  

MR. JACKSON: I made t h a t  

d i s t i n c t i o n .  

Q .  T h e r e ' s  a d i s t i n c t i o n ,  c o r r e c t ?  
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A .  T h e r e  i s  a d i f f e r e n c e ,  y e s ,  a s  t o  t h e  s i z e  of 

t h e  d e v i c e  y o u  a r e  g o i n g  t o  b e  r e c o v e r i n g .  

Q. Does t h a t  c h a n g e  t h e  t e c h n i q u e  t h a t  y o u  

d e v e l o p e d  i n  g o i n g  i n ?  

A .  I t  d o e s n s t  so  much c h a n g e  t h e  t e c h n i q u e  a s  i t  

c h a n g e s  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  s u c c e s s .  

Q. How d o e s  it c h a n g e  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  of s u c c e s s ?  

A .  T h e  sma l l e r  t h e  p i e c e l  t h e  much more d i f f i c u l t  

i t  w o u l d  b e  t o  s n a r e  i t .  

Q. A r e  y o u  f a m i l i a r  i n  r e t r i e v i n g  t h e s e  g u i d e  

wi res ,  t h a t  some g u i d e  w i r e s  a r e  d e f e c t i v e r  h a v e  y o u  

e v e r  e n c o u n t e r e d  t h a t ?  

A .  N o t  v e r y  o f t e n .  

Q. Wave y o u  i n  f a c t  e n c o u n t e r e d  t h a t ?  

A, P e r s o n a l l y ,  n o .  

Q. B u t  y o u  a r e  aware of i t?  

A ,  I h a v e  h e a r d  of  i t ,  y e s .  

Q. Have y o u  h e a r d  of -- how h a v e  y o u  h e a r d  of i t ?  

A .  J u s t  f r o m  some b r i e f  n o t e s  i n  c a r d i o l o g y  

j o u r n a l s  w h e r e  t h e y  d e s c r i b e  t h i n g s  L i k e  t h a t ,  t h a t  

h a v e  h a p p e n e d  e 

Q. You h a v e n s t  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h a t  y o u r s e l f ?  

A .  N e v e r  

Q. And n o t  i n  y o u r  r e m o v a l  t e c h n i q u e s  e i t h e r ,  

c o r r e c t ?  

FLOWERS & V E R S A G I  COURT R E P O R T E R S  (216) 771-8018  
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A .  I h a v e  n o t  e x p e r i e n c e d  w h a t  i n  r e m o v a l  

t e c h  n i q  ues? 

2 .  D e f e c t i v e  g u i d e  w i res .  

A .  I h a v e  n e v e r  h a d  a n y  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  d e f e c t i v e  

g u i d e  w i re s  i n  1 6  y e a r s .  

2 .  I n  y o u r  e x p e r i e n c e  of r e t r i e v i n g  g u i d e  w i r e s  i n  

t h e s e  a t t e m p t s ,  h a v e  y o u  e n c o u n t e r e d  g u i d e  w i r e s  

f r a y i n g  o r  c o m i n g  a p a r t ?  

A .  I n  my e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  i s  e x t r e m e l y  uncommon. 

T h e  most common e x p e r i e n c e  i s  t h r o u g h  misuse. 

Q. What d o  y o u  mean by t h a t ?  

A. I s m  s o r r y ?  

Q. What d i d  y o u  mean by t h a  

A .  I n  a h o s p i t a l  t h i s  b i g  a n d  t h e  h o s p i t a l s  I l v e  

p r a c t i c e d  a t ,  i t ' s  n o t  uncommon f o r  g u i d e  wi res  a n d  

i n t r a v a s c u l a r  d e v i c e s  t o  g e t  away from t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  

a r e  p u t t i n g  t h e m  i n .  I d o n ' t  p r o f e s s  t o  be  t h e  o n l y  

p e r s o n  i n  t h e  c i t y  t o  r e m o v e  t h e m ,  a n d  y o u  f r e q u e n t l y  

h e a r  s t o r i e s  w h e r e  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  r e s c u e d  by a v a r i e t y  

of d i f f e r e n t  t e c h n i q u e  p r o c e d u r e s .  

Q. And y o u  were n o t  i n v o l v e d  i n  r e m o v i n g  t h e  i t ems  

from Mrs. W e i t z e l ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  I was n o t  p e r s o n a l l y  i n v o l v e d .  I r e c a l l  g o i n g  by 

t h e  l a b  t h e  d a y  t h a t  t h e y  w h e e l e d  h e r  i n .  I t  t o o k  a n  

army of peop le  t o  t r a n s p o r t  h e r  i n t o  t h e  u n i t ,  a n d  I 
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rnew t h a t  D r .  S t e e l e  was g o i n g  t o  t r y  t h a t  p r o c e d u r e  

t h a t  d a y ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  a l l  I know. 

2. And y o u  n e v e r  h a d  a n y  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  

l r s  Varrna a b o u t  t h i s ?  

4. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h a v i n g  a n y  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  h im,  

no 

MISS MOORE: 

N o t h i n g  e l s e .  

MR. K A M P I N S K I :  

MR. OKADA: 

MR. COYNE: 

- - - - -  

- - - - - _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  RECROSS-EXAMINATION 

B L  BE,- KABPZ us Elm 
3 .  N o w  d i d  y o u  know t h a t  h e  was g o i n g  t o  t r y  t h e  

p r o c e d u r e  t h a t  d a y ?  

a .  J u s t  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  I knew I showed h im how t o  

do  t h a t  y e a r s  ago ,  a n d  w e  n e v e r  h a d  a n y  s p e c i f i c  

d i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  how t o  g e t  t h e m  o u t ,  b u t  t h a t s s  t h e  

s imp le s t  a n d  e a s i e s t  a p p r o a c h ,  a n d  h e  i s  a good 

c a r d i o l o g i s t .  I knew h e  was t r y i n g  i t .  

Thank  y o u .  

Any body ? 

N o t h i n g  h e r e .  

N o t h i n g .  
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2 .  T h a t  h e  was g o i n g  t o  d o  it or  how h e  was g o i n g  

L O  do i t  o r  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t o  do  i t? 

9. No, b u t  when I i n  t h e  p a s t  h a v e  d o n e  t h e s e  

t h i n g s ,  h e  k i n d  of l o o k e d  o v e r  my s h o u l d e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  

3oor t o  w a t c h  w h a t  was h a p p e n i n g .  W e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  

t h e s e  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  how t o  use t h i s  d e v i c e .  

2. So t h a t ' s  how h e  l e a r n e d  how t o  d o  i t ,  by 

l o o k i n g  o v e r  y o u r  s h o u l d e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  d o o r ?  

3. Yes. 

MR 0 K W M P I N S K I  : O k a y .  T h a t s s  a l l  

I h a v e .  

M R .  JACKSON: T h a t g s  i t? 

MR. K A M P I N S K I  : Yes. 

You h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e a d  y o u r  

t e s t i m o n y  O L  y o u  h a v e  y o u  t h e  -- 
MR. J A C K S O N :  H e '  il r e a d  i t .  

- - - - -  

( D e p o s i t i o n  c o n c l u d e d ;  s i g n a t u r e  n o t  w a i v e d . )  
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---- 

I have read  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  t r a n s c r i p t  

a n d  t h e  same i s  t r u e  and a c c u r a t e .  

- - - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

ALFRED K I T C H E N ,  M.D 
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The  S t a t e  of O h i o ,  : 

C o u n t y  of C u y a h o g a .  : - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  CERTIFICATE: 

I, F r a n k  P.  V e r s a g i ,  R e g i s t e r e d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  

R e p o r t e r ,  a C e r t i f i e d  L e g a l  V i d e o  S p e c i a l i s t ,  a N o t a r y  

P u b l i c  w i t h i n  a n d  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  O h i o ,  d o  h e r e b y  

c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h e  w i t h i n  named w i t n e s s ,  was by me 

f i r s t  d u l y  s w o r n  t o  t e s t i f y  &LFREQ-EITCHEN,-M,D. 

t h e  t r u t h  i n  t h e  cause  a f o r e s a i d ;  t h a t  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  

t h e n  g i v e n  was r e d u c e d  by m e  t o  s t e n o t y p y  i n  t h e  

p r e s e n c e  of s a i d  w i t n e s s l  s u b s e q u e n t l y  t r a n s c r i b e d  

o n t o  a c o m p u t e r  u n d e r  my d i r e c t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  

f o r e g o i n g  i s  a t r u e  a n d  c o r r e c t  t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  

t e s t i m o n y  s o  g i v e n  a s  a f o r e s a i d .  I d o  f u r t h e r  c e r t i f y  

t h a t  t h i s  d e p o s i t i o n  was t a k e n  a t  t h e  time a n d  p l a c e  

a s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  c a p t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  I am 

n o t  a r e l a t i v e ,  c o u n s e l ,  o r  a t t o r n e y  of e i t h e r  p a r t y ,  

o r  o t h e r w i s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h i s  a c t i o n .  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I h a v e  h e r e u n t o  s e t  my hand  a n d  

a f f i x e d  my s e a l  o f  o f f i c e  a t  C l e v e l a n d ,  O h i o ,  t h i s  

1 5 t h  d a y  of S e p t e m b e r ,  1 

i d 

F r a n k  P. V e r s a g i ,  R e g i s t e r e d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  R e p o r t e r ,  

a C e r t i f i e d  L e g a l  V i d e o  S p e c i a l i s t ,  N o t a r y  

P u b l i e / S t a t e  o f  O h i o .  C o m m i s s i o n  e x p i r a t i o n :  2-25-93. 
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