
JMLAK CONSULTING,  INC.  
30267 Hickory H i l l  Drive 
Per rysburg ,  OH 4 3 5 5 1  

A p r i l  2 4 ,  1990 

J e f f r e y  E. Schobert  
Buckingham, D o o l i t t l e  & Burroughs 
3721  Whipple Ave., N.W. 
Canton, Ohio 44735- 5548 

RE: White v s .  Davis ,  Sanwardekar, e t  a1 

Dear M r .  Schobert :  

I have reviewed t h e  materials i n  t h i s  case wi th  a view towards determining 
whether o r  n o t  t h e r e  w a s  a d e v i a t i o n  from t h e  s t anda rd  of care d e l i v e r e d  t o  
M r .  White on March 7 ,  1987. On t h a t  d a t e  t h e  p a t i e n t  p resented  t o  t h e  emergency 
department a t  Timken Mercy Hosp i t a l  and was eva lua t ed  by D r .  Davis.  On t h a t  
d a t e  t h e  p a t i e n t  had been brought  i n  by a n  ambulance s e r v i c e  a f t e r  having "been 
found i n  a ba th tub  a t  home." There was a n o t e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  p a t i e n t  
had "had t h e  gas  on" i n  t h e  room. Eva lua t ion  inc luded  a h i s t o r y  which r evea l ed  
t h a t  t he  p a t i e n t  w a s  a "slow l e a r n e r . "  F u r t h e r  h i s t o r y  was no t  a v a i l a b l e  from 
t h e  p a t i e n t .  S ince  t h e  p a t i e n t  had been t r a n s f e r r e d  from t h e  Doctors  Hosp i t a l  
t h e  l a b  work done t h e r e  w a s  reviewed by D r .  Davis.  A phys i ca l  examinat ion was 
then  c a r r i e d  o u t  which showed no abnormal f i n d i n g s  and inc luded ,  most important-  
l y ,  a normal n e u r o l o g i c a l  examinat ion wi th  t h e  excep t ion  of t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  
mental  s t a t u s .  There w a s  a h i s t o r y  of "hear ing  vo izes"  and a g i t a t i o n .  The 
p a t i e n t ' s  v i t a l  s i g n s  were normal and because of t h a t  and t h e  obvious b e h a v i o r a l  
problems w i t h  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  i t  w a s  e l e c t e d  t o  admit t h e  p a t i e n t  t o  a p s y c h i a t r i c  
f l o o r  wi th  a d i a g n o s i s  of Acute Psychos is .  
t h a t  t h e r e  were "no s i g n s  of any a c u t e  medical  i l l n e s s  r e q u i r i n g  immediate 
a t t e n t i o n . "  

The emergency phys i c i an  a l s o  no ted  

A f t e r  reviewing t h e  r eco rds  I f i n d  t h a t  t h e  emergency p h y s i c i a n ' s  e v a l u a t i o n  
was a p p r o p r i a t e  and m e t  t h e  s t anda rd  of c a r e  expected.  
was i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  emergency department as t h e  p a t i e n t  was indeed admi t ted  
and f u r t h e r  t e s t i n g  and e v a l u a t i o n  could be done as an  i n p a t i e n t .  

No f u r t h e r  t e s t i n g  

Bruce J a n i a k ,  M.D.,  FACEP 

vc 
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JANIAK CONSULTING,  I N C .  
30267 Hickory H i l l  Drive 
Perrysburg  , Ohio 43551  

Xay 15, 1990 

J e f f r e y  E .  Schober t  
Buckingham, D o o l i t t l e  & Burroughs 
3721  Whipp le  Ave., N.W.  
P .O.  Box 35548 
Canton, Ohio 44735- 5548 

RE: White v s .  Sanwardeker, e t  a1 

Dear M r .  Schober t :  

A s  I w a s  re- reviewing t h i s  c a s e ,  I had a few a d d i t i o n a l  comments t h a t  
I would l i k e  t o  make. 
a r e a s .  They are, (1) t h e  s t andard  of c a r e  i n  Emergency Medicine, (2 )  
t h e  du ty  of t h e  emergency p h y s i c i a n  t o  separate a c u t e  from chron ic  i l l n e s s e s ,  
and ( 3 )  t h e  u t i l i t y  and n e c e s s i t y  of o r d e r i n g  b r a i n  cat scans  i n  t h e  
emergency department.  

I want t o  a d d r e s s  my comments t o  t h r e e  s p e c i f i c  

I n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  emergency p h y s i c i a n  h a s  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  e v a l u a t e  
a l l  t h e  p a t i e n t s  t h a t  come i n t o  t h e  emergency department seeking a p h y s i c i a n ' s  
e v a l u a t i o n .  I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e  t h a t  occur red  a t  t h e  Doctors H o s p i t a l  
and such an  e v a l u a t i o n  was done. The impress ion a t  t h a t  time was t h a t  t h e  
p a t i e n t  had a p s y c h i a t r i c  i l l n e s s  and t h e  p a t i e n t  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Timken 
Mercy. The normal approach a t  t h a t  t i m e  would be f o r  t h e  Doctors Hosp i t a l  
emergency p h y s i c i a n  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  p s y c h i a t r i s t  f o r  a d i r e c t  admission t o  
Timken Mercy. Thus, t h e  p a t i e n t  could have been admit ted  d i r e c t l y  t o t h e  
P s y c h i a t r i c  service a t  Timken Mercy wi thou t  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of a second 
p h y s i c i a n ' s  e v a l u a t i o n .  I n  my view, t h e  second e v a l u a t i o n  then a t  Timken 
Mercy exceeded t h e  s t andard  of c a r e .  The second emergency p h y s i c i a n ' s  
f i n d i n g s  w e r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  unchanged from t h e  f i r s t ,  i .e . ,  he  a l s o  f e l t  
t h e  p a t i e n t  w a s  s u f f e r i n g  from an a c u t e  p s y c h o t i c  problem. T h i s  was 
suppor ted  by t h e  h i s t o r y  of s u i c i d a l  type  i d e a t i o n  (gas  on i n  s t o v e  o r  
oven).  S u i c i d a l  ac t ivi t ies  are rare i s  psychos i s .  I should a l s o  say i t  
is  r e l a t i v e l y  rare i n  o r g a n i c  b r a i n  d i s e a s e ,  as opposed t o  psychos i s .  
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  the n u r s e  r e p o r t e d  " h a l l u c i n a t i o n s"  and t h e s e  a r e  much more 
i n d i c a t i v e  of psychos i s  than o r g a n i c  b r a i n  d i s e a s e .  F i n a l l y ,  h i s t o r y ,  
p h y s i c a l  examinat ion  and l a b o r a t o r y  tests adequa te ly  r u l e d  o u t  a c u t e  drug 
toxic r e a c t i o n .  For a l l  t h e s e  reasons ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e  s t andard  of care was 
m e t .  

With r e g a r d  t o  t h e  emergency p h y s i c i a n ' s  duty  t o  s e p a r a t e  a c u t e  from 
c h r o n i c ,  two emergency p h y s i c i a n s  s e q u e n t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e d  t h e  p a t i e n t  
and there were no a b n o r m a l i t i e s  of t h e  v i t a l  s i g n s  o r  of t h e  physical 
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examination t h a t  would i n d i c a t e  a n  a c u t e  o r g a n i c  b r a i n  problem. 
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  n e u r o l o g i c a l  examination w a s  g r o s s l y  normal. No 
p a r a l y s i s  was d e t e c t e d .  P a t i e n t  was respons ive  t o  q u e s t i o n i n g  and 
e a s i l y  aroused.  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e r e  was no h i s t o r y  of a sudden o r  
p r e c i p i t o u s  change i n  t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  behavior  pa t t e rn .  

F i n a l l y ,  wi th  r e g a r d s  t o  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  a cat scan  i t  i s  indeed 
t r u e  t h a t  emergency p h y s i c i a n s  do o r d e r  cat  scans  i n  t h e  emergency 
department.  These tests a r e t o b e  o rdered  when t h e r e  i s  a s u s p i c i o n  
of a n  a c u t e  problem w i t h i n  t h e  b r a i n  t h a t  can be d e t e c t i b l e  by u s e  of 
t h e  cat scan.  If r e s o l u t i o n  of t h e  problem i s  n o t  c r i t i c a l  w i t h i n  a 
r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  t i m e  p e r i o d ,  t h e n  i t  i s  p e r f e c t l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  refer' 
t h e  p a t i e n t  t o  have t h e  ca t  scan  ( o r  even o t h e r  t e s t s )  done on a n  out-  
p a t i e n t  b a s i s  o r  t o  be o r d e r e d  l a t e r  on a n  i n p a t i e n t  b a s i s .  

-- 

I n  summary, look ing  a t  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  as o u t l i n e d  above, I f e e l  even 
more s t r o n g l y  t h a t  t h e  emergency p h y s i c i a n s  adhered s t r i c t l y  t o  t h e  
s t a n d a r d s  of c a r e  i n  Emergency Medicine. 

v c  


