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Ms. Susan Reinker 
Attorney at Law 
1001 Lakeside Avenue, Suite 1600 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114-1192 

RE: Geraldine Zurawski, et al, v. 
Kingsbury G. Heiple, M.D. 

Dear Ms, Reinker, 

I have had the opportunity of reviewing the records of 
Geraldine Zurawski, et a1 vs, Kingsbury G .  Heiple, MOD. 

Sciatic nerve complication following total hip arthroplasty is 
very rare, with an incidence of approximately 0.6 %, Female 
patients, particularly those with congenital hip dislocation, 
appear to have a higher risk of sustaining nerve injury, 
Mechanisms of nerve injury include lengthening or lateral 
displacement of the proximal femur, subfascial hematoma formation, 
prosthetic dislocation and partial nerve transection. In many 
instances, the etiology of the nerve injury is unknown. 

I reviewed the operative note in the case involved and there 
was no indication of nerve injury at the time of the surgical 
procedure, Review of the record would suggest that no untold 
incident occurred, There appeared to be no particular difficulty 
in the technique of the procedure. 

However, in recovery room, it was noted that the patient did 
have evidence of a nerve injury and the patient was returned to 
surgery immediately, at which time partial transection of the 
sciatic nerve was identified, 

The exact etiology of this partial transection is not known for 
It is presumed that it occurred as a result of some type 

This was repaired surgically. 

certain. 
of retractor. 

Although this is an unfortunate complication for the patient, 
I am unable to identify improper surgical act that would constitute 
malpractice. Indeed, it is fortunate for the patient that the 
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injury was identified early and she was returned to the operating 
room for surgical intervention. 

Patients with incomplete neurological recovery at follow-up 
examination (one year or later) function at or near levels of 
individuals who have had no sciatic nerve damage. 

Even though this patient did experience a complication at time 
of her surgery, such injuries can occur in the best of hands 
whatever precaution is taken. This certainly does not indicate 
that there is any inappropriate care. 

Should you have any further questions, please do not hesitate 
to contact me. I hope this information is informative. 

Yours sincerely, 

Q L d  * &z4\ LL,$ l / t r ; q  
David K. Halley, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
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