
AN, M.D., Ph. 
HEMATOLOGY - ONCOLOGY 
6803 MAYFIELD ROAD SUITE 208 

MAYRELD KIS.. OHIO 44124 
__ 

449-8619 

J a n u a r y  1 1 ,  1989 

Mr. W i l l i a m  D .  B o n e z z i  
J a c o b s o n ,  M a y n a r d ,  T u s c h m a n  
& K a l u r ,  Co. 
A t t o r n e y s  a t  Law 
1501 E a s t  N i n t h  S t r e e t  
S u i t e  1400 
C l e v e l a n d ,  O H  4 4  1 1 4 -  I 8 2 4  

Dear Nr. B o n e z z i :  

A s  p e r  y o u r  r e q u e s t ,  I h a v e  r e v i e w e d  t h e  c a s e  o f  J o y c e  Combs vs. 
G e n e  W. B o y c h u k ,  M .  D .  T h e  r e c o r d s  r e v i e w e d  i n c l u d e  t h e  d e p o s i -  
t i o n  o f  D r .  B o y c h u k ,  t h e  o f f i c e  r e c o r d s  o f  D r .  B o y c h u c k ,  
d i s c h a r g e  s u m m a r y  o f  E l y r i a  M e m o r i a l  H o s p i t a l  w i t h  t h e  d a t e  o f  
d i s c h a r g e  1 1 / 5 / 8 6 ,  t h e  o f f i c e  r e c o r d s  o f  D r .  B .  N. K a n t h a r a j ,  
arid t h e  r a d i a t i o n  t h e r a p y  r e c o r d s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  H o s p i t a l  i n  
L o r a i n ,  O h i o .  

B r i e f l y ,  Mrs. Combs p r e s e n t e d  i n  A p r i l  o f  1986  w i t h  a c o m p l a i n t  
o f  " l u m p  i n  t h e  s t o m a c h " .  T h e  p a t i e n t s  c o m p l a i n t s  were e v a l u a t e d  
a n d  s h e  w a s  t o l d  t o  r e t u r n  o n  May 6 ,  1 9 8 6  when a l u m p  w a s  f o u n d  
i n  t h e  r i g h t  l o w e r  q u a d r a n t  b y  Dr. B o y c h u k  a n d  a e n l a r g e d  l y m p h  
n o d e  w a s  f o u n d  i n  t h e  r i g h t  p e l v i c  r e g i o n .  S h e  u n d e r w e n t  a 
l a p a r o t o m y  o n  May 2 0 ,  1 9 8 6  w i t h  a r i g h t  o v a r i a n  c y s t e c t o m y .  
P a t h o l o g y  p r o v e d  t o  b e  b e n i g n .  S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  Mrs. Combs came 
u n d e r  t h e  c a r e  o f  D r .  C a r e n d a n g  a t  E l y r i a  M e m o r i a l  H o s p i t a l  
w h e r e  s h e  u n d e r w e n t  a l y m p h  n o d e  b i o p s y  s u g g e s t i n g  p o o r l y  
d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  s q u a m o u s  c a r c i n o m a .  On O c t o 5 e r  2 7 ,  1 9 8 6 ,  s h e  w a s  
r e a d m i t t e d  t o  E f y r i a  H o s p i t a l  w h e r e  a l y m p h  n o d e  d i s s e c t i o n  w a s  
p e r f o r m e d  o f  t h e  p e l v i c  l y m p h  n o d e  a r e a  a n d  H o d g k i n ' s  d i s e a s e  
w a s  d i a g n o s e d .  A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  s t a g i n g  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  a 
s t a g e  III-A n o d u l a r  s c l e r o s i s  t y p e  H o d g k i n ' s  d i s e a s e .  A f t e r  
d i a g n o s i s ,  s h e  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  D r .  K a n t h a r a j  u n d e r  w h o s e  c a r e  
s h e  r e c e i v e d  c h e m o t h e r a p y  f o l l o w e d  b y  r a d i a t i o n  t r e a t m e n t .  

A f t e r  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  r e c o r d s ,  I r e a d  t h e  l e t t e r  
s u b m i t t e d  b y  J a c k  E .  B e r m a n ,  M .  D .  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  p l a i n t i f f .  
Dr. Berman  s t a t e s  t h a t  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  h e r  i n i t i a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  
i n  May o f  1 9 8 6 ,  t h e  p a t i e n t  was s t a g e  1 - A  o r  I I - A  a n d  t h a t  a t  
t h e  t i m e  o f  h e r  t r e a t m e n t  s h e  w a s  s t a g e  111. 
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1986.  T h u s ,  based on the patient's initial site of presentation 
and histology, the overwhelming probability is that her stage 
and treatment would have been identical had she been diagnosed 
in May of 1986,  instead of September o f  1 9 8 6 .  Finally, there 
were no systemic symptoms in either May or September of 1 9 8 6 ,  
thus there is no difference in the prognosis of the patient with 
regard response to treatment. 

If I can be of any further help, please call. 

Sincerely, 

- .  ~ 

I f  . .  . 

Elliot Dickman, M. I?. 


