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Dear Mr. Murphy, 

I have now revie d a l l  the records you hav 
regarding Mr. Dri scol 1 ' s probl 

Let me assure you t h a t  I do not believe t h a ~  there is any 
substance t o  the claim against  r. George Essi 

Assuming fop the moment t h a t  the ~ a t i e n t  does 
sympathetic dystrophy, i t  is  hard t o  imagine what more Dr. Essf 
could have done t o  prevent i t s  occurrence. 
reflex sympatheti~ dystrophy ten 
than was the case i n  this patien 
suggest t h a t  i t  may appear quite 
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not understood. I t  i s  w 
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I ,  f r ank ly ,  am perplexed by the comments i n  Dr. Howard Tucker's September 15, 
1987 l e t t e r .  
and had [sic] Dr. Essig appreciated the nerve involvement.sustaine~ along 
the fracture a t  an early time, the outlook fo r  recovery from tha t  involve 
would have been improved dramatically and the medical probability i s  t h a t  
causalgia would have been t reated successfully." 

Dr. Essig recognized reflex sympathetic dystrophy on the pat 
which Dr. Tucker notes i n  his September 15, 1987 l e t t e r .  Ho 
could the problem have been recognized? He then referred the pat ient  t 
physicians For .treatment. How can the  physician^ a t  Metro~oli tan General 
Emergency Room be held accountable. They set  the fracture i n  the emerg 
room and, as near as I can te l l ,  everything was done appropri 
regard t o  the nerve damage, I have not seen the pat ient  yet. 
t h e  p a t i e n t  has not had an EMG. What nerve dam~ge is Dr. Tuc 
He himself, i n  h i s  September 15, 1987 letter,  oes not outl ine any speci f i c  
peripheral nerwe disturbance. Even i f  there s a peripheral nerve d i s tu r-  
bance due t o  compression related t o  the f r a c t  e, treatment ould be oriented 
towards repairing the fracture a s  was done. t h a t  point, even if  there 
speci f i c 1 oca1 i zed nerve damage, there usual 1 ould be no reason t o  opera 
on the nerve, etc. 

am a t  a lo s s  t o  know what t o  say i n  defense of Dr. Ess ig  s inc  
does not appear t o  be gui l ty  o f  anything. His i ocence is, frankly, out l  
i n  Or. Tucker's September 15, 1987 l e t t e r ,  from 

He states t h a t  " i f  physicians a t  Metropolitan General Hospi tal  

In a l l  s incer i ty ,  i t  seems a shame t o  take this  case t o  court  since, if t 
is  any jus t ice ,  Or. Essig will be found innocent* 

I ,  frankly, suggest you contact the pa t ien t ' s  a~ to rney ,  Willi 
out l ine what f consider t o  be the l ~ d i c ~ o ~ s n e ~ $  of this lawsu 
drop i t  before he wastes more o f  h i s  time and ~oney .  
I am a physician and not a lawyer, b u t  a t  the same time this is one of the 
most ridiculous legal actions I have ever seen. 

Please note t h a t  i f  i t  is  decided t o  continue legal act io I ~ecommend t h a t  
Dr. Essig be vigorously defended and tha t  h i s  insurance c  any not s e t t l e  out 
of court for  @veri a nickel e 

Respectful t y ,  

I say 

Michael W. Devereaux, M.D.' 
Chief, Division o f  ~eurology 
The M t .  Sinai edical Center 

Associate Professor o f  Neurology 
Case Western Reserve University 
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