
Dego outlines Cawthon 

-436: Marla Spreadbury 

eposition Outline 
Laura Cawthon, M.D. - radiologist 

Monday, April 12,1999 

Exhibits: Dr. Cawthola’s vitae - page 7 
Photo of CT scan image - page 53 

PAGE / LI1uF: DESCRIPTION 

5 / 23-25 Business address: Mercy Medical Center, 1320 Mercy Drive, Canton 

7 1 4  Marlcing of deponent’s CV - exhibit 1 

7/11 1 - 8/14 Description of educational background 

8 / 1 7  Board certified in Canton, Ohio 

8 / 2 2  Employed by Radiology Services of Canton 

913  Since 1993 

9 1 8  

1014 

1019-11 

Instructor of radiology residents at the hospital 

Assistant Prof of Radiology at NEOUCOM since 1993 

Lectures o OB ultrasounds, conducts film reading sessions of plain fiPms, Us’s, CT’s 

- 

11 / 10-12 Teaches 2”d year students who are part of a 6-year accelerated program 

11 120 Medical school provides/recommends radiology text book 

12 16-10 Curriculum is a set course done at all various hospitals to keep it standard 

12 1 25 Teaching includes plain films, CTs & Us’s 

13 16 Taught anatomy at Columbus Mercy School of Radiologic Technology 

13 I 1 3  Gave presentation in April of 1997 Evaluation Of The Mediastinum On Chest 
Radiographs On Patients With Espohageal Cancer 

1414 

141 12 

Has not researched in the area of mediastinal disease 

Has employment contract with Radiology Services 

- 141 15 Has always had an annual contract 

14 / 23 Doesn’t if it contains a job description 

1516 As far as she knows, groups services to hospital are exclusive 
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15 / 10-1 1 

15 I 2 2  

1615 

16 / 15-25 

1 7 / 6  

171 13 

17 / 19 

17/22 

18 / 4  

18/11 

18 /21  

18 /24  

19/8-11 

2012 

201 14 

20 i 20 

21 I 6  

2 1 125 - 2215 

221 14 

221 19 

-23 / 14 

23 / 23 

24 16  

Some people are semi-specialized, certain things all are able to read 

Primarily read ultrasounds and plain films; secondarily reads CTs and MRTs 

Spends more time reading US’S in terms of volume; less people in group that do US’s as 
in depth 

On any given day, reads US’s; would secondarily read plain films and CTs 

No one person in group better able to read CTs 

Group consists of 11 radiologists 

Was on a stated salary in 1997 - not by how many films read 

Daily schedules are kept 

Schedules are discarded yearly 

Most films are read on an emergent basis 

Number of films read are kept in the records 

Tracked by billing service 

Number of films read are based on a monthly volume, then a yearly volume 

In 1997, read 50 - 100 films on the average; sometimes only would read 2 films 

No average amount of time spent on reading plain films to give approp diagnostic 
reading 

Amount of films read per day depends on complexity of each film 

CT reading in this case was electronically signed by Dr. Cawthon 

Stat readings are hand written, faxed to doctor’s officeinurses’ station as to what’s 
normaliabnormal, then dictates a formal report when time allows 

Used to use the DECRAD system; now uses an electronic signature system 

Meaning report is signed on the computer 

What is dictated for electronic signature is what goes into the phone system report 

Rereads her reports at a later time 

(Electronically) signed WET report 
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241 19 

24 I 2 4  7, 

25 113-24 

26 13-12 

261 19 

271 I1 

2813 

28 I 8  

28 113-25 

2912 

29 I 5 

29 116 
- 

30 I 4  

301 15 

31 I 4  

3 1/19-3213 

321  10 

32 I 2 2  - 25 

331.5 

33 117 
- 

3418 

WET Reports are sent to the ED in cases of emergencies 

Then filed with the films 

Has served as an expert in approx 5 or 6 cases medical negligence case within the last 5 
years; mainly for physicians; did give an opinion for a plaintiff, but not used as an expert 

Has given depositions as an expert on behalf of doctors; has worked for a number of law 
firms including Buckingham and 2 other groups but cannot recall who 

Might have some records of such information 

Was never been sued before 

Individually contacts insurance carrier when claims are made 

Didn’t male an incident report 

Misreading of film was brought to her attention by Dr. Murphy on the morning of the 
24t”, but did not review it with him 

In re-reviewing of the films, they recognized a possible tear in the aorta 

Re-read film for herself later that da 

Re-read th: films with Dr. Tawil 

When re-reviewing the film on the 24” (the next day), saw a line that was suspicious for a 
tear 

Doesn’t recall discussing film with anyone else. 

Does not agree that CT film was misread on 23rd as to the existence of a disruption in the 
aorta 

Defendant’s affirmative three read into the record as to plaintiff assuming the risk 

When asked if whether she offered Plaintifflpatient alternative procedures, Dr. Cawthon 
responded that Mrs. Spreadbury was not conscious when seen she was seen 

When teaching at a medical school, she is introducing the students to radiology that 
involves some basic film reading 

Doesn’t usually discuss diagnostic errors with students 

Doesn’t agree that films can be misread, feels films can be interpreted differently 

Agrees that some thmgs are not as clear on films because of the patient’s improper 
positioning 



,- 

341 15 

35 14-8 

35 123 

3 6 1 6  

3719  

37/ 12 

371 16-21 

38 I23 

3913 

3918 

39 I 11-20 

4014 

4019 

401 16 

40 123 

41 13 

41 114 

41 I25 

42 I 5  

42 I 12 - 15 

42 122 
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Improper positioning may result in poor diagnostic quality 

As to why one person might see something on a film and another person doesn’t depends 
on the quality of the film, position of the patient. ~. 

To determine what ‘level of training a person needs to distinguish the disruption of an 
aorta depends on how a disruption of the aorta is defined 

One should be board certified to be able to diagnose a transection of the descending 
thoracic aorta, to see the evidence on a CT 

Some of the policies and procedures are promulgated by the radiology group 

Some are by the hospital 

There is no policy for reading; there is a procedure to allow for the performing of a 
traumatic CT promulgated by Dr. Rockenstein 

Doesn’t recall looking at Mrs. Spreadbury’s chest x-ray that was done before the CT 

Doesn’t think there is a procedure to read plain film before interpreting CTs 

Only recently looked at the chest x-rays 

Plain films are usually read by the ED physician by the time the patient is sent for any CT 
scans 

Only gets requisition for CT, no other information 

Requisitions are not kept 

Only knew Mrs. Spreadbury was hit by a semi-truck when she arrived in the department 

Knew she had rib fractures because the doctor told her, plus there were chest tubes in 
place 

Saw pneumothoraces on the film 

Saw some of the rib fractures on the CT 

Does read chest films in trauma cases 

Findings on a film that are suggestive of a mediastinal hematoma are distorted aorta, 
massive protrusion, usually left-sided 

Placement of an NG tube, deviation of to the right of T-4 may be an indication that there 
is blood in the mediastinum as well as depression of the left margin of the bronchus 

Not told to include or exclude the existence of mediastinal hematoma 



43 I 11 

43 122 

44! 10 

44!13 

44 ! 21 

- 

44/24 - 45!1 

45 1 8  

45 113-15 

45 121 

4615 

-. 46 / 10 - 15 

46 I 18-22 

47 / 5 

47! 13 

47 122 

48! 13 

48 116 

4912 

49 I 1 0  

49 ! 23 

Depo outline - Cawthon 

Only reviewed radiology reports 

Reviewed the CT films of her head, chest, abdomen and pelvis and chest films 

To day a CT is not generally diagnostic for a tear would depend on the tear 

CT is diagnostic for a complete tear 

May also be diagnostic of something that is less than a complete tear and disruption in the 
aorta 

An indirect sign that there may be a disruption could be an abnormal contour of the aorta, 
false aneurysm, delayed contrast opacification of the lumen, extravasation of contrast, 
pleural effusion, large pleural effusion . . . .large pleural effusion, large hemothorax 

The appearance of hematoma in the mediastinum probably suggests disruption of the 
mediastinal vein 

. . . as well as the disruption of the aorta which is a more indirect sign 

Has seen in past patients an aortic pseudoaneurysm 

Has seen about half a dozen Pas 

Asked Dr. Murphy for assistance in interpreting Mrs. Spreadbury’s films, but he did not 
sign 

Asked for help when seeing evidence of mediastinal trauma 

Reads more scans than Cawthon 

Asked for the second opinion because she saw mediastinal air that couldn’t be explained 
by the rib fracture and subcutaneous air 

Reviewed films Saturday before the depo 

Dr. Murphy is the same who told her on the 24’ of the misread 

Doesn’t laow if he now saw it; he just told her 

Murphy told Cawthon that the trauma patient from day before did have disruption of her 
aorta or an aortic tear 

Doesn’t h o w  how he knew 

When looking at a PA on a CT film, one sees an outpouchng of the aorta, a distortion of 
the contour 

5012 Outpouching can occur anywhere in the aorta 



5019 

50 123 

51 I 1 2  

5 2 / 3  

53 12 

5 3 / 5  

53 i 19 

5414 

54 112 

54 120 

A- 

55 / 2  

5518 

- 
55 I13 

55 117-20 

561 1 

56 / 14-16 

5 6 /  18 

58 / 12 

58 / 15-19 

58 121 

59 1 8 

591 11 
-- 

591 17 
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Outpouching, abnormal contour, delayed contrast opacification are signs of a PA 

Believes photograph of a CT image is from this case (but it’s not) 

Interprets a line that looks like a disruption of the aorta 

Can’t point to the line, but can see it’s suspicious 

Exhibit 2 marked 

Request made for shadow box 

The chief of diagnostic radiology in 1997 was Robert Raven 

No policy that the chief perform a second overread of trauma patients’ films 

No such requirement that an overread be done 

Films groups are plain films mammograms, then the rest are overflow 

No special namesltitles in place 

Read Marla’s CT because that was her assignment for that week in addition to head scans 
and MRIs of the brain and spine 

Because that’s what was on the schedule 

One person gets assigned to read body CTs & MRIs, one person is assigned to read head 
and spine MRIs and CTs 

Dr. Murphy was assigned to read the body CTs that week 

Looked at copies of the chest x-rays; originals have been missing 

No record of them being checked out 

Identifies multiple rib fractures on film taken at 11 :30 

Identifies bilateral pulmonary infiltrates peripheral in location and a whited mediastinum 
on the supine chest 

Says it looks a little full but it’s a supine chest 

Saw fullness of the whole mediastinum 

Defines a wide mediastinum as anything that looks fuller than it would on the normal PIA 
and lateral chest 

As to measuring, if it doesn’t measure and still looks full, says it looks full 



6012 The rib fractures are abnormalities 
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60 15-7 May have a pneumo as there are black areas on the film in the left costophrenic angle -- 

601 12 Fuller than normal mediastinum - not necessarily an abnormality, but is a finding 

601 19 Doesn’t think trachea is deviated abnormally due to the position ofthe patient 

60 / 24 Sees extensive subcutaneous air on left side 

SI 12 Relates it to the rib fractures 

Review of 1 1 :45 film 

61 110-12 When Mrs. Spreadbury was brought down for the CT, the films were not brought down 
nor did Cawthon ask to see them 

61 / 17-20 It depends on the situation as to whether or not she asks to see f i h s  

61 I25 Didn’t feel the need to see the films in this case 

62 17-10 The film demonstrates a less rotated mediastinum not as wide; the aorta is not real 
distinct; there is still subcutaneous air, bilateral rib fractures, right rib fiactwes are better 
seen 

Rib fractures indicate enough force to break bones; this kind of chest injury could mean 
contusion to any of the organs - lungs, pleural effusions, or trauma to the vessels or 
tracheobroncial tree; risk of pneumothorax 

- 
62 120-25 

63 I3 Said mediastinum appears a little less widened 

63 / 8  Says it’s not well defined on this study 

63 I 1 3  Could mean there is a risk of a great vessel injury 

Review of 1230 film 

63 120 Doesn’t remember what time CT performed - remembers it was in the morning 

63 I 2 4  CT times are recorded by when the tech took the image 

64 / 5 Difference between 11:45 & 12:30 films is on 12:30 film, patient has bilateral chest tubes 
inserted 

64 17-10 She’s again rotated so it’s difficult to assess trachea position & mediastinum 

- 641 13 Mediastinum doesn’t appear fuller 
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REVIEW OF CT SCAN 

64 120 

65 i 5 

65 I 1 0  

65 I20 

65 121 

66 I 3 

67 I 1-3 

67 112 

67 I18 

67 123 

68 12 

. Identifies images 24 through 13 

These are some of the images Cawthon was concerned about 

Her report comments on images 16,17,18 

Showed Dr. Murphy the whole mediastinum 

Took fiom the highest level to the lowest level that include the mediastinum 

Was concerned about the pattern of mediastinal air on images 

Cawthon outlines area of air that appears to be tracking from the trachea, coming anterior 

Agrees that air is leaking to the sternal wall fiom the trachea 

Would recommend a bronchoscopy or esophagram 

Image 17 is the descending aorta 

Doesn’t recognize the aortic pseudoaneurysm 

- 6816 Doesn’t based on that image 

68 19 In retrospect, doesn’t look normal- 

68 I 14- 18 

68 120 Sees the line 

Didn’t see it when she read the x-ray; doesn’t know why 

68 I 2 4  

6912 Not sure which side 

States it’s the descending aorta with a line 

69 1 5  

69 I 8 

Restates that it is the descending aorta with a line th,ough it 

When asked if it represents a PIA, responds could represent a partial tear of the aorta 

69 I 13 Agrees that was not what was reported 

69 120 Doesn’t agree as to a hemorrhage in the ascending aorta 

7012 Appears to be normal to Cawthon 

I. 701 11 On image 17, between the ascending & descending aorta, does not call the blurry area a 
hematoma 

701 13 Calls it a normal mediastinum 
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781 15 

70 I’ 17 

P- 

71 I 4  

71 116 

72 12 

72 1 5  

72 I 12-21 

73 113 

74 I 1 

74 14-9 

- 

741 13 

741 19 

74 I 2 5  

75 1 9  

75 113 

75 120 

75 I 2 4  

7614 

761 10 

Sees possible hematoma around the esophagus 

Or soft tissue fullness; thought it was abnormal 

There is soft tissue fullness and the hematoma or esophageal leak 

Doesn’t agree that the area around the esophagus is similar in appearance to the area 
between the ascending and descending aorta 

The esophagus’ contour is convex when it should be concave; the contour between the 
ascending & descending aorta is based on normal contour 

Disrupted blood flow could move structures; however, these aren’t displaced 

Can cause abnormalities in their shapes 

Found most abnormalities to be in the chest; the mediastinal pattern bothered her, 
especially the air indicating significant trauma; asked tech to perform additional thin 
image of mediastinum 

It’s not indicated on her report that thinner images were taken 

Something she added as part of her exam; did not communicate to the physician 

Didn’t see extravasation of contrast or any change in contrast enhancement that would 
indicate pseudoaneurysm; didn’t see difference in contrast of opacification often seen 
with a PI’A 

Was looking for a contrast outside of tlie aorta rather than inside the aorta 

One of the thmgs seen with disruption of the aorta is extravasation of the contrast 
material 

Doesn’t know the likelihood of seeing extravasation of contrast material in a disrupted 
aorta 

Films were done at 1350 

Numbered 13 through 24 

Numbering is based on where tech is told to scan; it’s random numbering the tech puts on 
the film 

Believes Dr. Murphy looked at these films also 

Had him look at the mediastinal images 

Was not reassured by images 1 - 24 that no great vessel injury existed 
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76 115-19 

7716 

77 I 12-25 

78 I 6  

78 / 10 

78 112 

7% / 19 

7% 121 

7916 

81 121 

82 12-1 1 

82 I 12-16 

83 12  

83 113-16 

8417 

841 14 

84 116-21 

-. 
8511 

85 I 6  
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Felt the trachea area was bothersome in images 8, 9, 10, 11 12; Images 1,2,3,4,5 shows 
tracking from the distal trachea and carina area 

Image 12 delineates descending aorta 

Doesn't see a mediastinal hematoma; only sees esophageal fiallness, not between the 
ascending and descending aorta 

In 'iooking for a hematoma, one would see widening of the mediastinum, soft tissue 
fullness in the mediastinum and possible attenuation change in the mediastinum 

Defines attenuation as difference in contrast 

Between mediastinal fat and normal mediastinum 

Like a shade of gray 

A hematoma would be a whiter shade of gray if it's acute 

To differentiate attentuation from fat depends on how well one sees shades of gray; 
depends how old or acute the hematoma is or the settings on the scanning' machine 

When viewing plain films, recommendations would depend on the clinical situation 

When recommending an aortogram vs a CT scan would depend if the patient had 
significant chest t r a m  or if you had no idea of where the injury is at and if the patient is 
hemodynz .ically stable, would recommend a chest CT to screen out the injuries 

If someone is not hemodynamically stable with significant chest trauma, the worst 
scenario is aortic disruption, they go to the angiography suite or operation room 

Doesn't agree that if a CT doesn't rule out the existence of disruption in the aorta to send 
that patient for an aortogram 

An aortogram only tells you about the aorta, won't tell you about the trachea or 
esophagus or pneumothoraces or soft tissue injury or fractures 

If Cawthon was suspicious of disruption of the aorta, she would have suggested an 
aortogram 

A mediastinal hematoma in the area of the aorta is a possible finding for the 
recommendation 

Mediastinal hematoma indicates a disruption of the mediastinal vessels . . .most likely 
fi-om trauma; one doesn't laow how affected the mediastinal organs might be; if 
suspicious of an aortic tear, an aortogram would better delineate the aorta 

' I  ' 

A P/A would definitely be cause to send someone for an aortogram 

A mediastinal hematoma is not 
1 
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Cross-exam by Ron Mingus for Drs Telesz & Packer 

861  19 

-- 
Cawthon and Dr. Telesz talked about the aorta and the line that was on the films 

8 7 1  1 Never talked to Dr. Packer [about this case] 

Cross-exam by Thomas Treadon for Dr. Tawil 

87 115-19 CT scan is best for a hemodynamically stable patient to determine great vessel injury, and 
if suspicion of aortic injury arises, aortogram is next step 

87 I25 Did not have suspicion of an aortic disruption at the time of reading the films 

88 I 1 0  Dr. Murphy said to Cawthon, “By the way, that trauma patient did have an aortic tear, 
they were taking her to OR, she was in OR. 

88 I22 Looked at the CT a second time after there had been a surgery 

Re-direct by DTK 

90 18-13 

91 116 

- 91 121 

91 I24 

9214 

Saw Dr. Telesz late in the day (24fh or 25*) to see the films 

Only remembers Telesz & Murphy being there; Dr. Murphy read the films with her 

CTs usually stay in the department unless someone requests them 

Left work that day around 6pm or 7pm 

Wouldn’t know if someone looked at films after she left the hospital 

1 



4 
1428 Danbury Road N.E. 
N. Canton, OH 44720 

- 

(330)499-3576 

2 . 
. . . . e .  

Columbia Mercy Medical Center 
Department of Radioloyy 
1320 Columbia Mercy Drive N.W. 
Canton, OH 44708 
(330)4891067 

Current Position 
Staff Radiologist, Columbia Mercy Medical Center 
Undergraduate Program Director 

Northeastern Ohio Universities College of Medicine 
1992 - Present 

Northeastern Ohio Universities College of Medicine 
1993 - Present 

Columbi e r c y M f 4 h n o l o g y  
1 9 9 2 ~  993 

Radiology Residency Core Lecture Series 
1992 - Present 

Assistant Professor of Radiology 

f 
Instructor 

Instructor 

I 

Certification and Lice n s u re 
Certified by the American Board of Radiology 

Diplomate, National Board of Medical Examiners, 1988 
Licensed in Michigan, Massachusetts, and Ohio 

November 1992 
~. 

Post ~ ~ a d u ~ t e  ~ r ~ i n i ~ g ~  
Residency in Diagnostic Radiology 
Chief Resident 199 1 
Oakwood Hospital 
Dearborn, MI 
July 1987 to June 1991 

Fellowship in CT/MRI/US 
Tufts University New England Medical Cente 
Boston, Massachusetts 
July 1991 to June 1992 

J 
'3 

M.D. June 1987 
M.P.H. Aug. 1983 

June 1978 B.S. 

r 

Education ' 
Wayne State University School of Medicine - Detroit, MI 

Wayne State Univ. Col!ege of Pharmacy and Allied Health - Detroit, MI 
I-' University of Michigan School of Public Health - Ann Arbor, MI 



. .. 

esearch and ~ u b l i c a ~ j ~ ~ s  
The Radiolucent Forekg Body, Cawthon, Meza, Eggleston, Journal of Pediatric Emergency Care, August 
1991. 
Whv Not to "Pocket Shoot": Radiolo~gy of Intravenous Drug; Abuse, McCarroll, Fisher, Cawthon, et al. 
Presented at the Radiological Society of North America, Nov. 1987 

Evaluation of the Mediastinum on Chest Radiographs in Patients with Esophageal Cancer, McCarroll, 
Cawthon, et al, Presented at the Am Roentgen Ray Society meeting April 1987 

Maximizing Cell Loadin2 in Immobilized Cell Systems, Wang, Lee, Takach, Cawthon, Presented at the 
3rd Anii.Symposium on Biotech. and Energy Prod. May 1952 

* ~ r o ~ e s s ~ Q ~ a l  e ~ ~ e r s ~ i p s  
American Medical Association 
Ohio State Medical Society 
Stark County Medical Society 
American College of Radiology 

--.. American Roentgen Ray Society 
Radiological Society of North America 
American Association of Academic Radiologists 

L 

LAUR22.0'  
OW6/97 

I_ 
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T H E  S T A T E  O f  O H I O ,  

: s s :  
C O U N T Y  o f  S T A R K .  

I N  T H E  C O U R T  O F  COMMON P L E A S  

M A R L A  7 .  S P R E A D B U R Y ,  e t  a l . ,  : 
p l a i n t i f f s ,  : 

v s .  : c a s e  No. 1 9 9 8 C V 1 6 8 i  
1998CV00589  

M E R C Y  M E D I C A L  C E N T E R ,  e t  a l . , :  
d e f e n d a n t s .  

D e p o s i t i o n  o f  L A U R A  C A W T H O N ,  M . D . .  a 

d e f e n d a n t  h e r e i n ,  c a l l e d  by  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s  f o r  t h e  

p u r p o s e  o f  c r o s s - e x a m i n a t i o n  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  O h i o  R u l e s  

o f  C i v i l  P r o c e d u r e ,  t a k e n  b e f o r e  C o n s t a n c e  C a m p b e l l ,  a 

N o t a r y  P u b l i c  w i t h i n  a n d  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  O h i o ,  a t  t h e  

o f f i c e s  o f  B u c k i n g h a m ,  D o o l i t t l e  & B u r r o u g h s ,  4 5 1 8  

F u l t o n  D r i v e ,  NW, C a n t o n ,  O h i o ,  o n  M O N D A Y ,  A P R I L  1 2 T H .  

1 9 9 9 ,  commenc ing  a t  9 : i O  a.m.  p u r s u a n t  t o  a g r e e m e n t  o f  

c o u n s e l .  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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A P P E A R A N C E S :  

O N  BEHALF O F  THE PLA INT IFFS :  

Donna T a y l o r  K o l i s ,  ~ s q .  
Donna T a y l o r  K o l i s  C o . ,  LPA 

3 3 0  S t a n d a r d  B u i l d i n g  
C l  e v e l  and ,  o h i  o 4 4 1 1 3  

( 2 1 6 )  8 6 1 - 4 3 0 0 .  

and  

G e o r g e  Emershaw ,  E s q .  
M e l i s s a  D .  ~ e r r y ,  E S ~ .  

E m e r s h a w ,  M u s h k a t  & S c h n e i e r  
4 3 7  Q u a k e r  S q u a r e  

A k r o n ,  O h i o  4 4 3 0 8  
( 3 3 0 )  3 7 6 - 5 7 5 6 .  

- - - - -  

O N  BEHALF O F  THE DEFENDANT LAURA CAWTHON, M . D .  and  
RADIOLOGY S E R V I C E S  O F  CANTON: 

M i c h a e l  o c k e r m a n ,  E s q .  
~ u c k i n g h a m ,  D o o l i t t l e  & B u r r o u g h s  

4 5 1 8  F u l t o n  D r i v e ,  NW 
C a n t o n ,  O h i o  4 4 7 3 5  

( 3 3 0 )  4 9 2 - 8 7 1 7 .  
- - - - -  

O N  BEHALF O F  THE DEFENDANTS WALTER TELESZ, M . D .  and 
STARK COUNTY S U R G E O N S ,  I N C .  and  ROBERT P A C K E R ,  M . D . :  

R o n a l d  M i n g u s ,  E s q .  
R e m i n g e r  & R e m i n g e r  

The 1 1 3  S a i n t  C l a i r  B u i l d i n g  
C l  e v e l  a n d ,  o h i  o 4 4 1 1 4  

( 2 1 6 )  6 8 7 - 1 3 1 1 .  
- - - - -  

O N  BEHALF O F  THE DEFENDANTS ALEJANDRO S O S ,  M . D .  
and  ALEJANDRO S O S  M . D . ,  I N C . :  

E d w a r d  E .  T a b e r ,  E s q .  
B o n e z z i ,  S w i t z e r ,  Murphy  & P o l i t o  

1 4 0 0  L e a d e r  B u i l d i n g  
C l  e v e l  and ,  o h i  o 4 4 1 1 4  

( 2 1 6 )  8 7 5 - 2 7 6 7 .  
- - - - -  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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A P P E A R A N C E S :  
O N  B E H A L F  O F  T H E  D E F E N D A N T S  M A R K  T A W I L ,  M . D .  

and T H O R A C I C  S U R G I C A L  A S S O C I A T E S ,  I N C . :  

Thomas A .  T r e a d o n ,  E s q .  

R o e t z e l  & A n d r e s s  

2 2 2  S o u t h  M a i n  S t r e e t  

A k r o n ,  O h i o  4 4 3 0 8  

(330 )  3 7 6 - 2 7 0 0 .  

O N  B E H A L F  O F  T H E  D E F E N D A N T  M E R C Y  M E D I C A L  C E N T E R :  

A l i c i a  M .  w y l e r ,  ~ s q .  

D a y ,  K e t t e r e r ,  R a l e y ,  W r i g h t  & R y b o l t  

8 0 0  W i l l i a m  R .  D a y  B u i d l i n g  

C a n t o n ,  O h i o  4 4 7 0 1  

(330 )  4 5 5 - 0 1 7 3 .  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 



--. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0  

11 

1 2  

1 3  "- 

1 4  

1 5  

16 

1 7  

1 8  

1 9  

2 0  

2 1  

2 2  

2 3  

- 2 4  

2 5  

W I T N E S S :  

S . N D + X  

L A U R A  C A W T H O N ,  M . D .  

P A G E  

C r o s s - e x a m i n a t i o n  b y  M i s s  K o l i s  

C r o s s - e x a m i n a t i o n  b y  M r .  M i  n g u s  

C r o s s - e x a m i n a t i o n  b y  M r .  T r e a d o n  

R e c r o s s - e x a m i n a t i o n  b y  M i s s  K o l i s  

- - - - -  

P L A I N T I F F S '  E X H I B I T S  

1 - D r .  c a w t h o n ' s  v i t a e  

2 - p h o t o  o f  C A T  s c a n  i m a g e  

- - - - -  

M A R K E D  

7 

5 3  

( F O R  C O M P L E T E  I N D E X ,  S E E  A P P E N D I X )  

( I F  A S C I I  D I S K  O R D E R E D ,  S E E  B A C K  C O V E R )  

- - - - -  

5 

86  

8 7  

8 9  
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L A U R A  C A W T H O N ,  M . D .  

o f  l a w f u l  a g e ,  a d e f e n d a n t  h e r e i n ,  c a l l e d  b y  t h e  

p l a i n t i f f s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  c r o s s - e x a m i n a t i o n  p u r s u a n t  

t o  t h e  O h i o  R u l e s  o f  C i v i l  P r o c e d u r e ,  b e i n g  f i r s t  d u l y  

s w o r n ,  a s  h e r e i n a f t e r  c e r t i f i e d ,  was e x a m i n e d  a n d  

t e s t i f i e d  as f o l l o w s :  

M I S S  K O L I S :  D r .  c a w t h o n ,  am I 

p r o n o u n c i n g  i t  c o r r e c t l y ?  

T H E  W I T N E S S :  c a w t h o n .  

M I S S  K O L I S :  I ' m  p r o b a b l y  g o i n g  

t o  c a l l  y o u  D o c t o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  t i m e .  A l l o w  me t o  

i n t r o d u c e  m y s e l f ,  my name i s  DQnna K O l i S ,  I ' m  one  o f  t h e  

a t t o r n e y s  who h a s  b e e n  r e t a i n e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  M a r l a  a n d  

M a r k  s p r e a d b u r y  i n  an a c t i o n ,  as  y o u ' r e  w e l l  a w a r e  

y o u ' v e  b e e n  named as  a d e f e n d a n t .  

C R O S S - E X A M I N A T I O N  

B Y  M I S S  K O L I S :  

Q .  B e f o r e  we b e g i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  

d e p o s i t i o n ,  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  w o u l d  y o u  s t a t e  y o u r  name a n d  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  a d d r e s s ?  

A .  My name i s  L a u r a ,  L - a - u - r - a ,  c a w t h o n ,  

C - a - W - t - h - o - n .  My a d d r e s s  i s  a t  M e r c y  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r ,  

1 3 2 0  M e r c y  D r i v e ,  C a n t o n .  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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Q. F a i r  e n o u g h .  B e f o r e  t o d a y  h a v e  y o u  e v e r  h a d  t h e  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g i v e  a d e p o s i t i o n ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. 1'11 r e m i n d  y o u  o f  some o f  t h e  g r o u n d  r u l e s .  Each 

a t t o r n e y  p r o b a b l y  s t a t e s  them d i f f e r e n t l y .  I assume y o u  

a r e  a w a r e  y o u  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  a n s w e r  e a c h  q u e s t i o n  

v e r b a l l y ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. So t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  r e p o r t e r  d o e s n ' t  e n d  u p  

i n t e r p r e t i n g  w h a t  y o u  and  I s a y .  DO t r y  t o  k e e p  t h a t  i n  

m i n d .  

DO y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  i f  I a s k  a q u e s t i o n ,  

y o u  s u b m i t  an  a n s w e r  t o  i t ,  I w i l l  p r e s u m e  y o u  

u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  q u e s t i o n ?  

A.  y e s .  

Q. I f  a t  a n y  t i m e  I a s k  a q u e s t i o n  t h a t  y o u  do  n o t  

u n d e r s t a n d ,  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  y o u  d o n ' t  know w h a t  

i n f o r m a t i o n  I ' m  s e e k i n g ;  c a n  I e x t r a c t  t h a t  p r o m i s e  f r o m  

y o u ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. I ' v e  b e e n  h a n d e d  t h i s  m o r n i n g  w h a t  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  

y o u r  c u r r e n t  C V .  ~f y o u  c o u l d  e x a m i n e  t h e  d o c u m e n t  a n d  

c o n f i r m  f o r  me i t  i s  an  a c c u r a t e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  y o u r  

e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  w o r k  h i s t o r y .  

A .  Y e s .  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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M I S S  K O L I S :  I'm g o i n g  t o  h a v e  

t h e  c o u r t  r e p o r t e r  m a r k  my c o p y  as  a P l a i n t i f f s '  1. 

- - - - -  

( P l a i n t i f f s '  E x h i b i t  1 m a r k e d  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . )  

- - - - _  

Q .  o b v i o u s l y  I ' v e  j u s t  been  handed  t h i s  d o c u m e n t ,  

r e g r e t t a b l y  I d i d n ' t  have  a c h a n c e  t o  d i g e s t  y o u r  

e d u c a t i o n .  F o r  t h e  r e c o r d  b r i e f l y  t e l l  me a b o u t  y o u r  

e d u c a t i o n  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l  t h a t  l e d  

y o u  t o  become d e g r e e d  a s  a p h y s i c i a n .  

A .  I o b t a i n e d  a B a c h e l o r ' s  d e g r e e  i n  s c i e n c e  a n d  

m e d i c a l  t e c h n o l o g y  a t  Wayne S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  I w o r k e d  

f o r  a b o u t  f i v e  y e a r s  a t  w h i c h  t i m e  I w e n t  t o  g r a d u a t e  

s c h o o l  f u l l  t i m e ,  c o m p l e t e d  a M a s t e r ' s  o f  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  

d e g r e e .  I have  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  y e a r .  

Q .  S i n c e  1 9 8 3 ;  i s  t h a t  a c c u r a t e ' ?  

A .  Y e s .  Then  I w e n t  t o  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  a t  Wayne S t a t e  

U n i v e r s i t y ,  g r a d u a t e d  f o u r  y e a r s  l a t e r  i n  1 9 8 7  w i t h  my 

M . D .  I d i d  a r e s i d e n c y  a t  oakwood H o s p i t a l  f o r  f o u r  

y e a r s ,  c o m p l e t e d  i n  1991. Then d i d  a o n e  y e a r  

F e l l o w s h i p  i n  B o s t o n  a t  T u f t s  U n i v e r s i t y  w h i c h  was 

c o m p l e t e d  i n  1 9 9 2 .  

Q .  D o c t o r ,  l e t  me a s k  y o u  a c o u p l e  o f  q u e s t i o n s  j u s t  

a b o u t  t h a t  t r a i n i n g  y o u  r e c e i v e d  a t  t h e  p o s t g r a d u a t e  

l e v e l .  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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Y O U  i n d i c a t e d  o f  c o u r s e  c l e a r l y  o n  y o u r  

CV y o u  w e r e  a r e s i d e n t  i n  d i a g n o s t i c  r a d i o l o g y ,  t h a t  was 

a f o u r  y e a r  p r o g r a m ?  

A.  F o u r  y e a r .  

Q. F o l l o w i n g  t h a t  y o u  d i d  a F e l l o w s h i p ,  i t ' s  g o t  C T ,  

M R I  a n d  U S  f o r  u l t r a s o u n d  1'111 a s s u m i n g ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. T h a t  was y e t  a n o t h e r  one y e a r  s p e c i a l t y  t r a i n i n g  

s p e c i f i c  t o  t h o s e  k i n d s  o f  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  r i g h t ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. P r i o r  t o  b e g i n n i n g ,  a c t u a l l y  l o o k s  l i k e  a f t e r  y o u  

f i n i s h e d  y o u r  F e l l o w s h i p  t r a i n i n g  u p ,  t h e n  became 

c e r t i f i e d ;  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ,  i n  r a d i o l o g y ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. w h a t  d i d  y o u  do a f t e r  y o u  o b t a i n e d  y o u r  B o a r d  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  w h e r e  d i d  y o u  go  t o  w o r k ?  

A .  H e r e  i n  C a n t o n ,  O h i o .  

Q. who d i d  y o u  w o r k  f o r ?  

A .  who I w o r k  f o r  p r e s e n t l y .  

Q .  T h a t  i s ?  

A .  R a d i  o l  o g y  S e r v i  c e s  o f  C a n t o n .  

Q. R a d i o l o g y  S e r v i c e s  o f  C a n t o n ,  t h e i r  o f f i c e  i s  

1 l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i t s e l f ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. Do t h e y  h a v e  an  o f f i c e  a n y p l a c e  e l s e ?  

FLOWERS, V E R S A G I  & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 
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A.  No.  

Q. T h a t  i s  who y o u  w e n t  t o  w o r k  f o r  when y o u  came 

h e r e  i n  1 9 9 2 ,  y o u  c o n t i n u e  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r e s e n t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. I t  seems t h a t ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  I ' m  r e a d i n g  t h i s ,  y o u  

a r e  an  i n s t r u c t o r  o f  r a d i o l o g y  r e s i d e n t  c o r e  l e c t u r e  

s e r i e s ;  w h e r e  i s  t h a t  p r o g r a m  t a u g h t ?  

A.  A t  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

Q. A t  M e r c y  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r ?  

A.  C o r r e c t .  

Q. w h a t  r e s i d e n t s  a r e  y o u  t e a c h i n g ?  

A .  R e s i d e n t s  t h a t  a r e  p a r t  o f  a r e s i d e n c y  p r o g r a m  t o  

s h a r e  w i t h  A u l  tman  H o s p i t a l .  

Q. Do y o u r  r e s i d e n t s  come f r o m  one m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  o r  

i s  i t  a n  AMA c e r t i f i e d  p r o g r a m  y o u  r e c r u i t  f r o m  a number  

o f  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l s ?  

A.  I t ' s  an  AMA c e r t i f i e d  p r o g r a m .  

Q. How many r a d i o l o g y  r e s i d e n t s  do  y o u  h a v e  a t  

p r e s e n t ?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  1 4 .  

Q. P r e t t y  l o t  o f  r e s i d e n t s .    re y o u  t h e i r  s u p e r v i s o r  

a t  t h i s  p o i n t ?  

A.  N o t  t h e  d i  r e c t  s u p e r v i s o r .  

Q. You h a v e  a l w a y s  done l e c t u r e s  f o r  t h e  r a d i o l o g y  

r e s i d e n t s  s i n c e  y o u  s t a r t e d  h e r e ,  c o r r e c t ?  
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A .  C o r r e c t .  

Q. I t  a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  y o u  a r e  an a s s i s t a n t  

p r o f e s s o r  o f  r a d i o l o g y  a t  N E O U C O M ?  

A .  C o r r e c t ,  

Q. S i n c e  1 9 9 3 ?  

A .  C o r r e c t .  

Q. w h a t  do  y o u  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t e a c h  o r  h a v e  y o u  t a u g h t  

b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  1 9 9 3  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r e s e n t ?  

A .  I g a v e  l e c t u r e s  i n  OB u l t r a s o u n d ,  I do some o f  t h e  

f i l m  r e a d i n g  s e s s i o n s  on F r i d a y  a f t e r n o o n s ,  w h i c h  

i n c l u d e  p l a i n  f i l m s ,  c h e s t ,  abdomen, u l t r a s o u n d .  

Q. C T ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. T h i s  p l a i n  f i l m  r e a d i n g ,  i s  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  

t r a i n i n g  t h a t  i s  g i v e n  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  m e d i c a l  

s c h o o l  b e f o r e  t h e y  go i n x o  s a y  t h e i r  p o s t g r a d u a t e  y e a r s ?  

A .  C o r r e c t .  

Q. How l o n g  h a v e  y o u  t a u g h t  t h a t  c l a s s ?  

A .  S i n c e  I s t a r t e d  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

Q. I n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t e a c h i n g  t h a t  c o u r s e ,  h a v e  you  

p r e p a r e d  a n y  w r i t t e n  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  w o u l d  i n s t r u c t  o r  

i l l u s t r a t e  f o r  y o u r  r a d i o l o g y  - -  I d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  c a l l  

t h e m  s t u d e n t s  - -  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  E x c u s e  me. 
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I f  

( I n t e r r u p t i o n  i n  p r o c e e d i n g s . )  

- - - - -  

Q. I ' m  s o r r y ,  1 b e l i e v e  when we w e r e  i n t e r r u p t e d  y o u  

h a d  t o l d  me t h e  s e c t i o n s  t h a t  y o u  t e a c h .  

(Answer  r e a d . )  

Q.  when y o u  a r e  t e a c h i n g  a t  t h e  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l ,  w h a t  

y e a r  s t u d e n t  a r e  y o u  t e a c h i n g  r a d i o l o g y  t o ?  

A.  I t h i n k  t h e y  a r e  s e c o n d  y e a r .  T h e y  h a v e  t h i s  

a c c e l e r a t e d  s i x  y e a r  p r o g r a m ,  I t h i n k  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  

s e c o n d  y e a r  s t u d e n t  a t  a f o u r  y e a r  s c h o o l .  

Q. 1'71 a c c e p t  t h a t  a n s w e r  b e c a u s e  ~ ' m  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  

w h a t  t h a t  p r o g r a m  l o o k s  l i k e .  

T h e y  a r e  n o t  r e s i d e n t s ,  t h e y  a r e  

s t u d e n t s  who h a p p e n  t o  be  t a k i n g  a r a d i o l o g y  c o u r s e ?  

A.  C o r r e c t .  

Q. Do y o u  recommend a t e x t b o o k  f o r  t h a t  c o u r s e  o r  i s  

t h e r e  one  t h a t  i s  p r e s c r i b e d  f o r  t h e  c o u r s e ?  

A .  T h e r e  i s ,  i t  comes f r o m  t h e  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l .  I ' m  

n o t  s u r e  w h a t  i t  i s  r i g h t  now. 

Q. w o u l d  y o u  be  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  name o f  t h e  

t e x t b o o k  t h a t  was i n  u s e  i n  1 9 9 7  a t  t h e  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  

f o r  t h e  r a d i o l o g y  c o u r s e ?  

A.  I c o u l d .  
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Q .  T h a n k  y o u .  

The n e x t  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  I h a d  was do  y o u  

y o u r s e l f  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t e a c h i n g  t h a t  c o u r s e  

p r o v i d e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  c i t a t i o n s  t o  m e d i c a l  

l i t e r a t u r e  o r  u s e  some f o r m  o f  w r i t i n g  t o  i n s t r u c t  t hem? 

A.  I u s u a l l y  d o n ' t  p e r s o n a l l y .  M o s t  o f  t h a t  

i n f o r m a t i o n  comes f r o m  t h e  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  b e c a u s e  i t ' s  a 

s e t  c o u r s e  done  a t  a l l  t h e  v a r i o u s  h o s p i t a l s ,  t o  k e e p  i t  

s t a n d a r d  t h e y  s e n d  t h e  same m a t e r i a l  t o  a l l  t h e  

h o s p i t a l  s .  

Q .  Do y o u  h a v e  a c o p y  o f  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m ,  n o t  o n  y o u r  

p e r s o n ,  d o  y o u  h a v e  a c o p y  o f  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m ?  

A.  Y e s ,  I d o .  

Q. w o u l d  y o u  p r o v i d e  t h a t  t o  y o u r  a t t o r n e y ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. Can I assume when y o u  a r e  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e s e  

s e c t i o n s  t h a t  y o u  t e a c h ,  you  do  p l a i n  f i l m s ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. Do y o u  do C A T  s c a n s ?  

A.  S o m e t i m e s .  

Q. MRIS? 

A.  I h a v e n ' t  p e r s o n a l l y .  T h i s  c o u r s e  i s  s h a r e d  b y  a 

r a d i o l o g i s t ,  I h a v e n ' t  shown M R S  a t  t h i s  c o u r s e .  

Q .  You c o n f i n e d  y o u r  t e a c h i n g  t o  t h e  p l a i n  f i l m s ,  CT? 

A.  And u l t r a s o u n d .  I d o n ' t  c o n f i n e ,  t h a t  i s  j u s t  t h e  
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way t h e  s c h e d u l e  w o r k e d  o u t .  

Q. F a i  r e n o u g h .  

On y o u r  cv i t  s a y s  y o u  w e r e  an  

i n s t r u c t o r  a t  t h e  Columbus M e r c y  S c h o o l  o f  R a d i o l o g i c  

T e c h n o 1  o g y ?  

A.  I n o  l o n g e r  do t h a t .  I u s e d  t o  t e a c h  a n  a n a t o m y  

c o u r s e  f o r  t h e  r a d i o l o g y  t e c h n o l o g i s t s .  

Q. D o c t o r ,  I a l s o  n o t i c e  w h i l e  y o u  w e r e  o u t  o f  t h e  

room t h a t  y o u  h a d  g i v e n  a p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  A p r i l  o f  1 9 9 7 ,  

e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m  o n  c h e s t  r a d i o g r a p h s  o n  

p a t i e n t s .  w i t h  e s o p h a g e a l  c a n c e r ;  I s t a t e d  t h a t  

a c c u r a t e l y  I ' m  a s s u m i n g ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. I n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  d i d  y o u  

p r e p a r e  w r i t t e n  m a t e r i a l s  t o  be  s u b m i t t e d  a t  t h e  

c o n f e r e n c e ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. Do y o u  s t i l l  h a v e  a c o p y  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  w h i c h  y o u  

s u b m i t t e d ?  

A.  I m i g h t ,  I m i g h t  n o t ,  ~ ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q. c o u l d  I h a v e  y o u r  w o r d  i n  e a r n e s t  y o u  w i l l  s e a r c h  

y o u r  f i l e  f o r  a c o p y  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  y o u  p r e p a r e d  

f o r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n f e r e n c e ,  i f  y o u  d o  i n  f a c t  l o c a t e  

i t ,  g i v e  a c o p y  t o  y o u r  a t t o r n e y ?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q .  Have y o u  d o n e  a n y  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  

m e d i a s t i n a l  d i s e a s e  t h a t  d i d n ' t  e n d  u p  b e i n g  p u b l i s h e d ,  

y o u  d i d  p r e l i m i n a r y  s t u d i e s  on? 

A.  No. 

Q. A r e  y o u  c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  a n y  r e s e a r c h  

a r t i c l e  o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  a p p e a r  o n  t h i s  C V ?  

A.  N O .  

Q. I w a n t  t o  a s k  y o u  a f e w  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  y o u r  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  R a d i o l o g y  s e r v i c e s  o f  C a n t o n .  

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  d o  y o u  h a v e  a n  e m p l o y m e n t  

c o n t r a c t  w i t h  R a d i o l o g y  S e r v i c e s ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q *  Have y o u  a l w a y s  h a d  an a n n u a l  e m p l o y m e n t  c o n t r a c t  

w i  t h  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  b u s i n e s s ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. I w o u l d  a s k  t h a t  y o u  p r o v i d e  y o u r  a t t o r n e y  w i t h  a 

c o p y  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t  t h a t  was i n  e f f e c t  i n  1 9 9 7 ;  c a n  y o u  

d o  t h a t ?  

A .  I c a n  t r y .  

Q .  Does t h e  c o n t r a c t  i n c l u d e  a j o b  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  w h a t  

y o u  w e r e  p e r s o n a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r ?  

M R .  OCKERMAN:  DO y o u  know? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know.  ~ t ' s  p r e t t y  l o o s e .  I r e a d  f i l m s .  

Q. I ' m  j u s t  a s k i n g  i f  y o u  know i f  t h e y  h a d  a j o b  

d e s c r i p t i o n  i n  i t ?  
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Y o u ' r e  i n d i c a t i n g  y o u ' v e  b e e n  a member 

o f  t h e  g r o u p  s i n c e  y o u  came h e r e  i n  1 9 9 2 .  D i d  y o u r  

g r o u p ,  t o  y o u r  k n o w l e d g e ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  i n  1 9 9 7 ,  h a v e  an  

e x c l u s i v e  c o n t r a c t  t o  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  f o r  M e r c y  M e d i c a l  

C e n t e r ,  o r  d i d  y o u  r e a d  a t  o t h e r  p l a c e s ?  

A .  A s  f a r  as  I know i t ' s  e x c l u s i v e .  

Q .  A s  f a r  as  y o u  know i s  t h a t  s t i l l  t r u e  t o d a y ?  

A.  A s  f a r  as  I know,  y e s .  

Q .  Is y o u r  g r o u p  d i v i d e d  b y  s p e c i a l t i e s ?  

A .  We h a v e  semi  s p e c i a l i z e d ,  c e r t a i n  p e o p l e  t h a t  r e a d  

c e r t a i n  a r e a s ,  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  a l l  o f  u s  r e a d .  

Q. O b v i o u s l y  y o u  knew w h a t  I m e a n t .  Y O U  h a v e  

d i a g n o s t i c  r a d i o l o g i s t s ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. D O  y o u  h a v e  v a s c u l a r  r a d i o l o g i s t s ?  

A. we h a v e  an a n g i o g r a p h e r .  

Q .  I c a l l  t h a t  v a s c u l a r  r a d i o l o g i s t ,  as  l o n g  a s  w e ' r e  

s p e a k i n g  t h e  same l a n g u a g e .  T h e r a p e u t i c  r a d i o l o g i s t ?  

A.  No .  

Q. You f a l l  i n t o  w h a t  c a t e g o r y  o f  s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  y o u r  

g r o u p ?  

A .  I p r i m a r i l y  r e a d  u l t r a s o u n d s  and  p l a i n  f i l m s  a n d  

s e c o n d a r i l y  I do C T  and  M R .  

Q. I t r y  t o  l i s t e n  and  s o m e t i m e s  ~ ' m  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  

w r i t i n g ,  1 d o n ' t  g e t  i t .  
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Y O U  p r i m a r i l y  do  p l a i n  f i l m s ,  

u l t r a s o u n d ,  when y o u  s a y  y o u  s e c o n d a r i l y  do  C A T  s c a n ,  

e x p l a i n  t o  me i n  E n g l i s h  w h a t  y o u  mean when y o u  s a y  

t h a t ?  

A.  I s p e n d  more  p h y s i c a l  t i m e  i n  u l t r a s o u n d  b e c a u s e  

o f  n e e d ,  i n  t e r m s  o f  v o l u m e .  T h e r e  a r e  l e s s  p e o p l e  i n  

t h e  g r o u p  t h a t  d o  u l t r a s o u n d  i n  t h e  d e p t h  t h a t  I d o .  

Q .  Y o u r  n o m i n a t i o n  - -  ~ ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  i s  a much b e t t e r  

w o r d  - -  y o u r  a s s i g n m e n t  t o  do  u l t r a s o u n d  i s  b a s e d  o n  A ,  

y o u r  t e c h n i c a l  s k i l l ?  

A .  C o r r e c t .  

Q .  And B ,  t h e  s h e e r  v o l u m e  o f  t h e  u l t r a s o u n d s  t h a t  

m u s t  be  r e a d  f o r  M e r c y  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r ?  

A .  C o r r e c t .  

Q .  u n d e r s t a n d  I ' v e  n e v e r  b e e n  i n  y o u r  r a d i o l o g y  

d e p a r t m e n t ,  s o  I d o n ' t  know how a s s i g n m e n t s  come i n .  

On a n y  g i v e n  d a y  a r e  y o u  t h e  p e r s o n  t h a t  

i s  u p  o n  t h e  b o a r d  i f  an u l t r a s o u n d  comes i n ,  D r .  L a u r a  

c a w t h o n  - -  ~ ' m  m i s p r o n o u n c i n g  y o u r  l a s t  name - -  i s  g o i n g  

t o  r e a d  them? 

A .  C o r r e c t .  

Q .  S e c o n d a r i l y  y o u  w o u l d  be d o i n g  p l a i n  f i l m s ?  

A .  C o r r e c t .  

Q .  B u t  y o u  h a v e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  r e a d  C A T  s c a n s ?  

A .  C o r r e c t .  
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Q .  who i s  t h e  p r i m a r y  C A T  s c a n  r e a d e r  f o r  y o u r  g r o u p ?  

A .  we h a v e  a number  o f  r e a d e r s .  

Q .  I n  1 9 9 7  was t h e r e  one p e r s o n  who t h e  g r o u p  i t s e l f  

deemed t o  be  m o r e  e x p e r t  i n  r e a d i n g  C A T  s c a n s  t h a n  a n y  

o t h e r ?  

A .  No.  

Q .  who i n  y o u r  g r o u p  was r e a d i n g  C A T  s c a n s  i n  1 9 9 7 ?  

A .  A s  f a r  a s  I know,  D r .  R o c k e n s t e i n ,  D r .  M u r p h y ,  

D r .  D e g a l l o n ,  D r .  M c N a l t y ,  h e ' s  a n e w e r  member o f  t h e  

g r o u p ,  I t h i n k  h e  was i n  t h e  g r o u p  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  

D r .  B o n g .  

Q .  How many p e o p l e  a r e  i n  y o u r  g r o u p ?  

A .  11. 

Q .  D o c t o r ,  a r e  y o u  i n d i v i d u a l l y  - -  l e t ' s  f r a m e  i t  

t h i s  w a y :  I n  1 9 9 7  w h i c h  i s  t h e  t i m e  f r a m e  t h a t  i s  t h e  

s u b j e c t  R a t t e r  o f  t h i s  l a w s u i t  o f  c o u r s e ,  was y o u r  

s a l a r y  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  number o f  f i l m s  y o u  r e a d  o r  

w e r e  y o u  a s t a t e d  s a l a r y  p e r s o n ?  

A .  S t a t e d  s a l a r y .  

Q .  Do y o u  k e e p  i n  t h e  r a d i o l o g y  d e p a r t m e n t  s c h e d u l e s ,  

d a i l y  s c h e d u l e s ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q .  w o u l d  y o u  be  a w a r e  as t o  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  y o u r  

s c h e d u l e  f o r  S e p t e m b e r  2 3 ,  1 9 9 7  w o u l d  s t i l l  be  l o c a t e d  

i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  i n  p a p e r  f o r m ?  
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A .  P r o b a b l y  n o t .  

Q. why w o u l d  y o u  s a y  t h a t ?  

Q. w o u l d  y o u  happen  t o  have  an a s s e s s m e n t  o f  how many 

f i l m s  a d a y  y o u  w e r e  r e a d i n g  i n  1997? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know.  

Q. was i t  - -  I d o n ' t  mean t o  be i m p e r t i n e n t  - -  i t ' s  

more  t h a n  one  a d a y  I ' m  a s s u m i n g ?  

A. L i k e l y .  

Q. Does y o u r  p r a c t i c e  o r  g r o u p  p r a c t i c e  n o t  k e e p  a n y  

numbers  on  i n d i v i d u a l  d o c t o r s  as  t o  how many f i l m s  y o u  

r e a d  o n  an  a n n u a l  b a s i s ?  

A .  T h e y  k e e p  numbers .  

Q. T h a t  i s  s o r t  o f  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a r e p o r t  t h a t  y o u  

s u b m i t  t o  p e r h a p s  a n o t h e r  b o d y ,  JCOH o r  someone? 

A.  Our  b i l l i n g  s e r v i c e  k e e p s  t r a c k  o f  how many c a s e s .  

Q. w h a t  I w o u l d  a s k  y o u  t o  do  t h r o u g h  y o u r  a t t o r n e y ,  
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i s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  w h a t e v e r  p a p e r w o r k  y o u  f i n d  t o  be  

a p p r o p r i a t e  o r  i n f o r m a t i v e  t h a t  w o u l d  a l l o w  me t o  

d e t e r m i n e  how many f i l m s  y o u  r e a d  on  S e p t e m b e r  2 3 ,  1 9 9 7 .  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we w o u l d  h a v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  a d a i l y  

b a s i s .  

Q .  o n  w h a t  b a s i s  do  y o u  b e l i e v e  t h a t  y o u r  g r o u p  

p r o v i d e s  t h a t  k i n d  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ?  

A.  T h e y  h a v e  r e p o r t s  on numbers  o f  f i l m s  f r o m  t h e  

b i l l i n g  s e r v i c e s ,  t h e  numbers  a r e  b a s e d  o n  m o n t h l y  

v o l u m e s  a n d  t h e n  y e a r l y  v o l u m e ,  b a s e d  on  w h a t  t h e  

b i l l i n g  s e r v i c e  b i l l s  f o r .  

Q. S O  y o u  d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  know w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  y o u r  

b i l l i n g  s e r v i c e  has  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  go  b a c k  i n ,  p u t  t h e  

d a t e  a n d  a c t u a l l y  i n d i c a t e  t o  me b y  p a t i e n t ,  a n d  d o c r o r  

p r o v i d e r  c o d e ,  t h e  number o f  f i l m s  y o u  d i d  t h a t  d a y ?  

A.  No, I d o n ' t  know.  

Q .  1'11 d r a f t  a r e q u e s t  t o  y o u r  a t t o r n e y ,  w e  w i l l  s e e  

how i t  g o e s  w i t h  y o u r  b i l l i n g s  s e r v i c e ;  y o u  a r e n ' t  a w a r e  

o f  how t h e y  d o  t h a t ?  

A. E x c u s e  me? 

Q .  Y o u  w o u l d n ' t  b e  aware  o f  how t h e y  do  t h a t ?  

A.  N O .  

Q .  Even  t h o u g h  y o u  s t a t e d  y o u  d i d n ' t  h a v e  a n y  i d e a ,  

do  y o u  h a v e  some i d e a  o f  t h e  v o l u m e  o f  f i l m s  y o u  w e r e  

r e a d i n g  o n  a d a i l y  b a s i s  i n  1 9 9 7 ?  
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A .  B a s e d  o n  how many r e p o r t s  I s i g n ,  somewhere 

b e t w e e n  50 a n d  1 0 0 ,  d e p e n d i n g  o n  p l a i n  f i l m s  o r  

s p e c i a l t y  f i l m s .  I f  I ' m  d o i n g  a l o t  o f  b i o p s i e s  I r e a d  

v e r y  l i t t l e  c a s e s .  ~ o m e t i m e s  I may r e a d  o n l y  t w o  c a s e s  

a d a y .  

Q .  The number  o f  f i l m s  i n  a c t u a l i t y  y o u  r e a d  i n  a d a y  

w o u l d  be  d r i v e n  b y  w h a t  k i n d  o f  f i l m s  y o u  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  

t o  r e a d ?  

A .  c o r r e c t .  

Q .  A s  t o  a p l a i n  f i l m ,  i s  t h e r e  an  a v e r a g e  t o  t h e  

amount  o f  t i m e  t h a t  y o u  need  t o  s p e n d  o n  a p l a i n  f i l m  t o  

g i v e  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  d i a g n o s t i c  r e a d i n g ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  O b j e c t i o n .  

A .  N O .  

Q .  How v a r i a b l e  i s  t h a t ?  

A .  I t  depends  how c o m p l i c a t e d  t h e  f i l m  i s .  

Q .  when y o u  s a y  y o u ' r e  i n  t h e  r a n g e  o f  50 t o  1 0 0  a 

d a y ,  i t  d e p e n d s  on  A ,  w h a t  k i n d  o f  f i l m  y o u  h a v e  t o  r e a d  

a n d  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  t h o s e  f i l m s ?  

A .  c o r r e c t .  

Q .  T h e r e  i s n ' t  a c u r v e  y o u  s a y  f i v e  m i n u t e s  f o r  a 

p l a i n  f i l m ,  1 0  m i n u t e s  f o r  a s i n g l e  s h e e t  o f  C T ;  i t  

d o e s n ' t  w o r k  t h a t  way ,  does  i t ?  

A .  No.  

Q. L e t  me a s k  y o u  some q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  d i c t a t i o n  i n  
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A.  Y e s .  

Q .  Does t h a t  r e f r e s h  y o u r  memory how i t ' s  s i g n e d ?  

A.  um-hum. 

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  Say y e s .  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. A t  t h a t  t i m e  i n  1 9 9 7 ,  we  c a n  do i t  h y p o t h e t i c a l l y ,  

a r e q u e s t  w o u l d  come t o  y o u  t o  r e a d  a f i l m ,  o k a y ;  a r e  

y o u  w i t h  me s o  f a r ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q .  The e x a m i n a t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  i t  was a p l a i n  f i l m  o r  C T  

o r  an M R  g o t  p e r f o r m e d ,  t h e n  y o u  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  f i l m ,  

t e l l  me how y o u  t h e n  c o m m u n i c a t e d  t h e  f i l m  f i n d i n g s  t o  

t h e  p h y s i c i a n s  t h a t  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  s t u d y ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  H y p o t h e t i c a l  

s i t u a t i o n ?  

Q .  Y e s ,  w h a t  was y o u r  s t a n d a r d  r o u t i n e ,  how d i d  y o u  

d o  t h i s ?  

A.  I n  a n y  c a s e ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A .  A number  o f  c a s e s  come t h r o u g h  t h i s  s t a t  r e a d i n g s ,  
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i n  w h i c h  c a s e  I h a n d  w r i t e  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  t h a t  i s  j u s t  

a b r i e f  s t a t e m e n t  o f  w h a t  i s  n o r m a l ,  w h a t  i s  a b n o r m a l .  

I t ' s  f a x e d  t o  t h e  d o c t o r ' s  o f f i c e  o r  c a l l e d  t o  t h e  

n u r s e ' s  s t a t i o n .  when I have  t i m e  I d i c t a t e  a f o r m a l  

r e p o r t  = 

Q.  Y o u ' r e  h a n d w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ,  i n  t h e  t r a d e  - -  y o u ' r e  

n o t  a t r a d e ,  a p r o f e s s i o n  - -  i s  t h a t  w h a t  y o u  c a l l  y o u r  

w e t  r e a d ,  t h e  h a n d w r i t t e n  n o t e  y o u  w o u l d  f a x ?  

A.  Y e s ,  o t h e r w i s e  t h e r e  i s  a d e l a y  i n  t h e  

t r a n s c r i p t i o n  h a v i n g  a f o r m a l  r e p o r t  g e n e r a t e d .  

Q. A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y ' s  a d m i s s i o n  i n  

S e p t e m b e r  o f  1 9 9 7  d i d  M e r c y  H o s p i t a l  make u s e  o f  a 

D E C R A D  s y s t e m ?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  s o .  w e ' v e  changed  o v e r ,  I t h i n k  we w e r e  

u s i n g  D E C R A D  t h e n .  We w e r e  u s i n g  an e l e c t r o n i c  

s i g n a t u r e  s y s t e m .  

Q. when y o u  s a y  u s i n g  e l e c t r o n i c  s i g n a t u r e  s y s t e m ,  

c a n  y o u  e x p l a i n  t o  me w h a t  y o u  mean b y  t h a t ?  

A.  I n s t e a d  o f  h a n d  s i g n i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  y o u  s i g n  i t  o n  

t h e  c o m p u t e r .  

Q. T h a t ' s  n o t  w h a t  I meant  when I s a i d  D E C R A D .  I'll 

g i v e  y o u  a g e n e r i c  e x p l a n a t i o n .  

I n  Sep tember  o f  1 9 9 7  d i d  M e r c y  H o s p i t a l  

h a v e  i n  p l a c e  a t e l e p h o n e  r e p o r t  s y s t e m  s o  t h a t  a 

p h y s i c i a n  c o u l d  d i a l  i n  t h e  p a t i e n t s ' s  n u m b e r ,  c a l l  
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r a d i o l o g y ,  h e a r  t h e  r e p o r t  o r a l l y ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q .  T h a t  i s  w h a t  I'm u s i n g  a s  D E C R A D ,  a t  U H  t h a t  i s  

w h a t  t h e y  h a v e .  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. T o  l a y  t h i s  o u t  s o  I d o n ' t  g e t  l o s t ,  o n  a n y  g i v e n  

c a s e  t h a t  comes i n ,  n o t  M r s .  s p r e a d b u r y ,  l e t ' s  s a y  y o u  

w e r e  s c h e d u l e d  t o  r e a d  a p l a i n  f i l m  c h e s t  x - r a y ,  i t  

w a s n ' t  s t a t ,  w o u l d  y o u  b o t h  p u t  t h e  r e p o r t  i n  t h e  p h o n e  

s y s t e m  a n d  d i c t a t e  i t  f o r  e l e c t r o n i c  s i g n a t u r e ?  

A .  I t ' s  a l l  done  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  

Q .  So w h a t  y o u  d i c t a t e  f o r  y o u r  e l e c t r o n i c  s i g n a t u r e  

i s  p r e c i s e l y  w h a t  goes  i n t o  y o u r  phone  s y s t e m  r e p o r t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q .  T h e  o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  - -  l e t  me b a c k  u p .  

The a c t u a l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  y o u r  r e p o r t  

a p p e a r s  s o m e t i m e  a f t e r  i t ' s  a l r e a d y  l o g g e d  i n t o  t h e  

p h o n e  s y s t e m ?  

A.  y e s .  

Q .  u n d e r  t h e  e l e c t r o n i c  s i g n a t u r e  p r o g r a m ,  y o u  d o n ' t  

a c t u a l l y  come b a c k  a n d  r e r e a d  t h e  r e p o r t  a f t e r  i t ' s  

t r a n s c r i b e d ,  o r  do y o u ?  

A .  I r e r e a d  i t .  

Q. You s i m p l y  d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  a f f i x  y o u r  w r i t t e n  

s i g n a t u r e  t o  i t ,  i s  t h a t  w h a t  y o u  a r e  t e l l i n g  me? 
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A .  You s i g n  i t  o n  t h e  c o m p u t e r ,  i s  t h a t  w h a t  y o u  a r e  

a s  k i  ng?  

Q. You s i g n  i t  o n  t h e  c o m p u t e r ?  

A .  You r e r e a d  i t  a n d  s i g n  i t .  

Q. D i d  y o u  w r i t e  a w e t  r e p o r t ?  

A.  Y e s .  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  I n  t h i s  c a s e ?  

Q. I n  t h i s  c a s e ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q .  T h a t  w e t  r e p o r t  i s  n o t  p a r t  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l  c h a r t ,  

c o r r e c t ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N  : Do y o u  know? 

A.  I d o n ’ t  know.  

Q. I f  I r e p r e s e n t  t o  y o u  ~ ‘ v e  n e v e r  s e e n  i t  i n  t h e  

h o s p i t a l  c h a r t ,  do  y o u  h a v e  a c o p y  o f  t h e  w e t  r e p o r t  

t h a t  y o u  w r o t e ?  

A .  No.  

Q. w h e r e  do y o u  k e e p  w e t  r e p o r t s ?  

A .  T h e y  a r e  s e n t  t o  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  room i f  i t  i s  a n  

e m e r g e n c y  room c a s e ,  t h e y  a r e  s e n t  t o  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  

room.  

Q. Y O U  do n o t  k e e p  a c o p y  i n  t h e  r a d i o l o g y  

d e p a r t m e n t ?  

A .  T h e y  a r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  g e t  t h e  f i l m s  a n d  r e p o r t  b a c k  

t o  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  room and  t h e n  when t h e  f i l m s  come b a c k  
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t o  t h e  f i l e  room t h e y  a r e  supposed  t o  be  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  

f i l m s .  

Q. You f i l e  t h e  w e t  r e p o r t  a c t u a l l y  i n  t h e  f i l m  

j a c k e t ?  

A.  T h a t  i s  w h e r e  t h e y  g o ,  y e s .  I s h o u l d  a d d  a number  

o f  E R  r e p o r t s  d o n ' t  end  up i n  t h e  j a c k e t ,  t h e y  go  t o  t h e  

e m e r g e n c y  room,  t h e n  we d o n ' t  see  t h e m .  

Q. T h e y  a r e  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  t h e  f i n a l  r e a d  a n y w a y ,  

c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. Have y o u  e v e r  s e r v e d  as an e x p e r t  i n  a m e d i c a l  

n e g l i g e n c e  c a s e ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. On how many o c c a s i o n s ?  

A .  F i v e  o r  s i x .  

Q. D u r i n g  w h a t  t i m e  span  w e r e  t h o s e  f i v e  o r  s i x  

r e v i e w s  done?  

A. I n  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s .  

Q. Have t h e y  been  f o r  t h e  p h y s i c i a n  o r  t h e  p a t i e n t ?  

A.  M o s t  f o r  t h e  p h y s i c i a n .  

Q. Do y o u  a c t u a l l y  r e c a l l  s e r v i n g  as  a n  e x p e r t  f o r  a 

p l  a i  n t i  f f ?  

A.  I g a v e  an o p i n i o n  f o r  a p l a i n t i f f  o n c e .  I w a s n ' t  

u s e d  as  a n  e x p e r t .  

Q. T h e n  t h e  o t h e r  f o u r  o r  f i v e  whe re  y o u  h a v e  w o r k e d  
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o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  d o c t o r s ,  h a v e  y o u  g i v e n  a d e p o s i t i o n  i n  

a n y  o f  t h o s e  c a s e s ?  

A .  Y e s .  

I 
I 

Q. Have y o u  w o r k e d  f o r  one l a w  f i r m  o r  a number  o f  

l a w  f i r m s ?  

A.  A number  o f  l a w  f i r m s .  

Q .  Can y o u ,  s i t t i n g  h e r e  t o d a y ,  t e l l  me who y o u ' v e  

done w o r k  f o r ?  

A.  I ' v e  done  w o r k  f o r  t h e m .  

Q .  T h a t  w o u l d  b e  a good  g u e s s .  Anyone  e l s e ?  

A.  I ' v e  done w o r k  f o r  t w o  g r o u p s  u p  i n  A k r o n ,  I d o n ' t  

know t h e m  o f f h a n d .  

Q .  Do y o u  remember t h e  name o f  t h e  c a s e s  t h a t  y o u  

t e s t i f i e d  i n ?  

A.  No.  

Q .  Do y o u  k e e p  r e p o r t s  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  o r g a n i z e d  b a s i s  

t h a t  y o u  c a n  go b a c k  a n d  r e d a c t  t h e  names o f  t h e  c a s e s  

y o u ' v e  w o r k e d  on?  

A.  I m i g h t .  T h e r e  i s  a l o t  o f  p a p e r w o r k  s i x  m o n t h s  

a g o ,  I m i g h t  h a v e  some o f  t h e m .  

Q .  D o c t o r ,  I w o u l d  a s k  t h a t  y o u  p r o v i d e  t o  y o u r  

a t t o r n e y  t h e  c a s e  names,  o f  t h e  c a s e s  t h a t  y o u  w o r k e d  

o n ,  i f  y o u  s t i l l  c a n  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h a t .  

A r e  y o u  c u r r e n t l y  w o r k i n g  as  a n  e x p e r t  

o n  a n y  c a s e ?  
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A.  No.  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  c a s e  name s h e  i s  

w o r k i n g  o n  o r  c a s e  name she has  g i v e n  d e p o s i t i o n ?  

M I S S  K O L I S :  o n l y  o n e s  s h e ' s  

g i v e n  d e p o s i t i o n .  I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  a r e  c a s e s  y o u  l o o k e d  

a t  t h e  c a s e  f o r  p e o p l e ,  gave  a d v i c e ,  n o t  a p p e a r e d  i n  

c o u r t .  1 d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  c o n c e r n  m y s e l f  w i t h  t h o s e .  Case 

n u m b e r ,  c o u n t y  a n d  number w o u l d  be  a p p r e c i a t e d .  

Q.  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  l a w s u i t  y o u  a r e  now i n v o l v e d  w i t h  

m y s e l f ,  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  s u e d  p r e v i o u s l y ?  

A.  No.  

Q .  I g a t h e r ,  D o c t o r ,  t h a t  as  p a r t  o f  b e i n g  a 

p h y s i c i a n  a n d  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  y o u  c a r r y  l i a b i l i t y  

i n s u r a n c e ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N  : o b j e c t i o n .  

A.  Y e s .  

MISS K O L I S :  Y O U  c a n  h a v e  a 

c o n t i n u i n g  o b j e c t i o n .  ~ ' m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  a s k  y o u  a n y  m o r e  

o n  t h a t ,  I do  h a v e  a w r i t t e n  s e t  o f  i n t e r r o g a t o r i e s  y o u r  

a t t o r n e y  i s  g o i n g  t o  a n s w e r  f o r  m e .  

Q. Is i t  p a r t  o f  y o u r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  u n d e r  y o u r  

i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c y  t o  n o t i f y  y o u r  c a r r i e r  o f  a p o t e n t i a l  

c l a i m  when y o u  a r e  a w a r e  o f  a p o t e n t i a l  c l a i m ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q .  I n  y o u r  g r o u p  a r e  y o u  i n d i v i d u a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
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r e p o r t i n g  t h o s e  l o s s e s  o r  i s  t h e r e  someone i n  y o u r  g r o u p  

t h a t  c o n t a c t s  t h e  c a r r i e r ?  

A.  u s u a l l y  we c o n t a c t  them i n d i v i d u a l l y .  

Q .  D o c t o r ,  do  y o u  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  y o u  a c t u a l l y  made 

an  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  company b e f o r e  I 

f i l e d  t h i s  l a w s u i t ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  o b j e c t i o n .  

A.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I d i d .  

Q .  A t  a n y  t i m e  a f t e r  y o u  r e a d  M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y ' s  C A T  

s c a n ,  b u t  b e f o r e  I i n i t i a t e d  a l a w s u i t ,  d i d  a n y  

r a d i o l o g i s t  i n  y o u r  g r o u p  b r i n g  t o  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  

t h e  f i l m  was m i s r e a d ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q .  Can y o u  t e l l  me w h a t  d o c t o r  b r o u g h t  t h i s  t o  y o u r  

a t t e n t i o n ?  

A.  D r .  M u r p h y .  

Q .  Can y o u ,  D o c t o r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  y o u r  a b i l i t y ,  t e l l  

me a p p r o x i m a t e l y  when ~ r .  ~ u r p h y  b r o u g h t  t h i s  t o  y o u r  

a t t e n t i o n ?  

A.  The  n e x t  m o r n i n g .  

Q .  The m o r n i n g  o f  t h e  2 4 t h ?  

A.  C o r r e c t .  

Q. D i d  y o u  a t  t h a t  t i m e  r e v i e w  t h e  C A T  s c a n  w i t h  

D r .  M u r p h y ?  

A.  N O .  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI  & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 



4 

1 0  

11 

1 2  

1 3  - 

1 4  

15 

16 

1 7  

18 

19 

2 0  

2 1  

2 2  

2 3  

2 4  

2 5  

Q. w h a t  d o  y o u  r e c a l l  D r .  M u r p h y  t e l l i n g  y o u ?  

A .  T h a t  r e - r e v i e w i n g  t h e  f i l m s  t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h e r e  was 

a t e a r  i n  t h e  a o r t a .  

Q. S o  t h a t  d a y  y o u  d i d n ' t  l o o k  a t  t h e  f i l m ?  

A .  I t h i n k  l a t e r  t h a t  day  I d i d .  The f i l m s  w e r e  

m i s s i n g  a t  t h a t  t i m e  when I f o u n d  o u t .  

Q. D i d  y o u  t h i n k  t h e y  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  c a r d i o t h o r a c i c  

s u r g e o n ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know where  t h e y  w e r e .  

Q. L a t e r  t h a t  d a y  y o u  t h i n k  y o u  w e n t  down a n d  l o o k e d ?  

A.  I h a d  t h e  f i l m s  t h a t  day  o r  t h e  n e x t  a f t e r n o o n ,  I 

r e v i e w e d  t h e m .  

Q. D i d  y o u  r e v i e w  them b y  y o u r s e l f ?  

A .  N o .  

Q. who r e v i e w e d  them w i t h  you?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  I was w i t h  a p h y s i c i a n ,  D r .  T a w i l  . 

Q. D r .  T a w i l ?  

A.  Came a n d  r e v i e w e d  t h e m .  

Q. u p o n  y o u r  s e c o n d  l o o k  a t  t h e  f i l m s ,  d i d  y o u  s e e  - -  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  W a i t  a s e c o n d ,  when 

y o u  a r e  s a y i n g  s e c o n d  l o o k ,  t h e  n e x t  d a y ?  

Q. Y e s ,  y o u  d i d n ' t  o n l y  l o o k  a t  i t  one t i m e  

o r i g i n a l l y ?  

A .  I d i d  n o t .  

Q. The n e x t  d a y  on  t h e  2 4 t h ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  y o u r  
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memory t h a t  d a y  y o u  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  f i l m s ,  d i d  you  t h e n  

see  w h a t  o n  t h e  f i l m  seemed t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e r e  h a d  

been  a n  a o r t i c  d i s r u p t i o n ?  

A.  I saw a l i n e  t h a t  was s u s p i c i o u s  f o r  a t e a r .  

Q .  A t  t h a t  p o i n t  - -  t h i s  d o e s n ' t  h a v e  a l o t  t o  d o  

w i t h  y o u r  r e a d i n g  - -  a t  t h e  p o i n t  y o u  r e a d  t h e  f i l m ,  

w e r e  y o u  a w a r e  t h a t  M r s .  s p r e a d b u r y  h a d  b e e n  t a k e n ,  t h e  

m o r n i n g  o f  t h e  2 4 t h ,  f o r  r e p a i r  o f  a d i s s e c t e d  a o r t a ?  

A.  I was a w a r e  she  w e n t  t o  s u r g e r y .  

Q .  Were y o u  a w a r e  w h a t  i t  was f o r ?  

A. No. 

Q .  D i d  y o u  d i s c u s s  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  f i l m  a n y  f u r t h e r  

w i t h  a n y  o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n s  a f t e r  t h e  2 4 t h ,  b e f o r e  I f i l e d  

a l a w s u i t ?  

A.  N o t  t h a t  I remember .  

Q .  S O  n o  one  e l s e  d i s c u s s e d  i t  w i t h  y o u  t o  t h e  b e s t  

o f  y o u r  know1 edge?  

A.  N O .  

Q. D o c t o r ,  do  y o u  c o n c e d e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  y o u r  

r e a d i n g  o f  S e p t e m b e r  2 3 ,  1 9 9 7  was i n  e r r o r  as  i t  r e l a t e s  

t o  a d i s r u p t i o n  i n  t h e  a o r t a ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N  : o b j e c t i o n .  Go 

a h e a d .  

A .  I d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  y o u r  q u e s t i o n ,  y o u r  w o r d  

c o n c e d e .  
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Q. Do y o u  a g r e e  y o u  m i s r e a d  t h e  CT o n  t h e  2 3 r d  as  t o  

t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a d i s r u p t i o n  i n  t h e  a o r t a ?  

M R .  OCKERMAN : o b j e c t i o n .  

A .  N o .  

Q. You  d o n ' t  a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t ?  

A.  N o .  

Q. o k a y ,  I need  t o  know t h a t .  

B e f o r e  we g e t  i n t o  a c t u a l  a d d i t i o n a l  

m e d i c a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  I r e c e i v e d  an  a n s w e r  t o  t h e  c o m p l a i n t  

w h i c h  I f i l e d  a g a i n s t  y o u  w h i c h  was o b v i o u s l y  d r a f t e d  by  

y o u r  a t t o r n e y ,  I w a n t  t o  a s k  y o u  a b o u t  one o f  t h e  

a f f i r m a t i v e  d e f e n s e s  i n  t h e  a n s w e r .  

Have y o u  e v e r  r e v i e w e d  t h e  a n s w e r  f i l e d  

on  y o u r  b e h a l f ?  

A .  N o .  

Q. F i r s t  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  r e a d  t h e  a n s w e r  o r  t h e  

a l l e g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d ,  a s k  y o u  a c o u p l e  q u e s t i o n s  

a b o u t  i t .  

I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  l a w s u i t  w h i c h  I f i l e d  

a g a i n s t  y o u  t h e r e  was an a f f i r m a t i v e  d e f e n s e  t h a t  was 

p l e d  t h a t  s t a t e s  as  f o l l o w s ,  t h r e e :  The p l a i n t i f f  was 

a d v i s e d  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  a v a i l a b l e  t r e a t m e n t  f o r  t h e  

p l a i n t i f f ' s  m e d i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  and  t h e  r i s k  o r  

p o t e n t i a l  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  a s s o c i a t e d  t h e r e i n ;  t h e r e a f t e r  

a u t h o r i t y  was . r e c e i v e d  f o r  t h e  m e d i c a l  a n d  s u r g i c a l  

~ ~ 
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p r o c e d u r e  e m p l o y e d  i n  t r e a t i n g  t h e  p l a i n t i f f  a n d  i n  s o  

d o i n g  assumed t h e  r i s k s  e x p l a i n e d  t o  t h e m  a s  b e i n g  

i n h e r e n t  i n  s a i d  s u r g i c a l  o r  m e d i c a l  p r o c e d u r e ;  d o  y o u  

know w h a t  t h a t  means? 

A. NO. 

Q. J u s t  was c h e c k i n g .  

D i d  y o u  p e r s o n a l l y  o f f e r  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  

M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y ,  some a l t e r n a t i v e  m e d i c a l  p r o c e d u r e  

o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  CA T s c a n  t h a t  she  d e c l i n e d ?  

A.  s h e  was n o t  c o n s c i o u s  when I saw h e r .  

Q. T h a t  a s s e r t i o n  d o e s n ' t  a p p l y  t o  a n y t h i n g  y o u  

recommended t o  t h e  p a t i e n t  I g a t h e r ?  

A. I c a n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  a s s e r t i o n  b a s e d  o n  a one  

t i m e  r e a d i n g  o f  i t .  

Q. I was j u s t  c u r i o u s ,  when 

w o u l d  a s k  y o u  a b o u t  i t .  

L e t ' s  t a l k  gen  

r e a d  i t  I t h o u g h t  I 

l l y  a b o u t  some i s s u  

i n  r a d i o l o g y .  Y O U  r e l a t e d  t o  me t h i s  m o r n i n g  b a s e d  o n  

y o u r  C V  y o u  d o  some t e a c h i n g  a t  a m e d i c a l  s c h o o l ,  you  do 

t h a t  b y  way o f  h e l p i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t s  l e a r n  t o  r e a d  f i l m s ;  

i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  I n t r o d u c i  n g  t hem t o  r a d i o l o g y  . 

Q. D O  t h e y  a c t u a l  t r y  t o  r e a d  f i l m s  a s  p a r t  of t h a t  

c o u r s e ?  

A. some b a s i c  f i l m  r e a d i n g .  
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p r o c e s s  o f  e d u c a t i n g  s t u d e n t s  i n  g e n e r a l  r a d i o l o g y ,  t h a t  

y o u  p r o b a b l y  t e a c h  t h e m  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  how d i a g n o s t i c  

e r r o r s  i n  r a d i o l o g y  o c c u r ;  i s  t h a t  a f a i r  s t a t e m e n t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  u s u a l l y  g e t  i n t o  t h a t .  

Q .  L e t ' s  s e e  i f  y o u  a n d  I c a n  a g r e e ,  w e ' r e  n o t  g o i n g  

t o  a g r e e  o n  a l o t  o f  t h i n g s ,  we w i l l  s e e  w h a t  we c a n  

a g r e e  o n ,  o k a y ?  

"_ e% A s  a g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  

t h a t  some f i l m s  a r e  m i s r e a d ,  c o r r e c t ,  t h a t  i s  a n  e a s y  

way t o  s a y  t h a t  f i l m s  g e t  m i s r e a d ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N  : o b j e c t i o n .  

A .  I d o n ' t  know w h a t  y o u  mean b y  m i s r e a d .  

Q .  S o m e t i m e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  c o n t a i n e d  o n  a f i l m  t h a t  

i s  n o t  p i c k e d  u p  b y  a r a d i o l o g i s t ,  t h a t  i s  a n  e a s i e r  way 

t o  s a y  i t  f o r  y o u ?  

A.  F i l m s  c a n  be  i n t e r p r e t e d  d i f f e r e n t l y .  You  a r e  

m a k i n g  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  d e c i s i o n s  b a s e d  o n  s h a d e s  o f  

g r a y  - 
Q .  I n  r a d i o l o g y  t h e r e  i s  s u c h  a t h i a g  a s  a s u b t l e  

m i s s ?  

A.  A s u b t l e  f i n d i n g .  

Q. some f i n d i n g s  a r e  o b v i o u s ?  

A.  Some f i n d i n g s  a r e  more  o b v i o u s  t h a n  o t h e r s .  

If I u s e  t h e  p h r a s e  p e r c e p t u a l  m i s s ,  d o  y o u  know 
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w h a t  I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  

A.  N O .  

Q .  F a i  r e n o u g h .  

D O  y o u  b e l i e v e  a n d / o r  a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  s t a t e m e n t :  Somet imes t h i n g s  a r e  n o t  a s  c l e a r  

a s  t h e y  s h o u l d  be  o n  t h e  f i l m  b e c a u s e  o f  i m p r o p e r  

p o s i t i o n i n g  o f  a p a t i e n t ?  

A.  T h a t ' s  t r u e .  

Q .  T h a t  i s  one  t h i n g  t h a t  w i l l  c a u s e  a n  e r r o r  i n  

r e a d i n g ?  

-. 
M R .  O C K E R M A N  : o b j e c t i o n .  

A.  I t ' s  one  e r r o r  i n  r e a d i n g .  

Q .  I f  a p e r s o n  i s  n o t  i n  a p r o p e r  p o s i t i o n ,  a f i l m  i s  

t a k e n ,  y o u  c a n ' t  p r o p e r l y  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  f i l m ?  

A.  I t  may n o t  be  o f  d i a g n o s t i c  q u a l i t y .  

Q .  w h a t  a r e  o t h e r  r e a s o n s  t h a t  m i s s e s  o c c i i r  t h a t  y o u  

a r e  a w a r e  o f ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  O b j e c t i o n .  

A.  Reasons  t h a t  - -  I t h i n k  y o u  n e e d  t o  r e p h r a s e  t h a t .  

Q .  I g u e s s  we w i l l  t r y  t o  d e l i n e a t e  i t  a c o u p l e  o f  

w a y s .  

I f  s o m e t h i n g  i s  o b v i o u s  o n  a f i l m ,  w e ' r e  

d o i n g  t h i s  v e r y  g e n e r a l l y ,  o k a y ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  a n  o b v i o u s  

l e s i o n  o n  a f i l m ,  how c o u l d  t w o  r a d i o l o g i s t s  l o o k i n g  a t  

i t ,  one  o f  t h e m  s e e s  i t ,  one o f  t hem d o e s n ' t ;  w h a t  a r e  
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t h e  r e a s o n s  t h a t  h a p p e n s ?  

M R .  OCKERMAN : O b j e c t i o n .  

Q. I f  y o u  know? 

A.  Somet imes  i t  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  f i l m .  

A s e c o n d  f i l m  may be  o f  h i g h e r  d i a g n o s t i c  q u a l i t y ,  

p a t i e n t  p o s i t i o n i n g ,  t e c h n i q u e ,  may m i m i c  a n o r m a l  

s t r u c t u r e ,  may m i m i c  s o m e t h i n g  e x t e r n a l  t o  t h e  p a t i e n t  

t h a t  p r o j e c t s  o n  t h e  f i l m .  

Q .  What a b o u t  l e v e l  o f  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  

k i n d  o f  d e f e c t  t h a t  a p e r s o n  i s  b e i n g  a s k e d  t o  a s s e s s ,  

how d o e s  t h a t  come i n t o  p l a y  w i t h  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e y  

may m i s s  a f i n d i n g ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  o b j e c t i o n .  

A.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  w h a t  y o u  a r e  a s k i n g .  

Q. L e t  me a s k  y o u  t h i s  a s  a g l o b a l  q u e s t i o n :  Any 

p e r s o n  who r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  B o a r d  i n  r a d i o l o g y  f r o m  t h e  

p e r s o n  who y o u  t o o k  t h e m  f r o m ,  s h o u l d  t h e y  be  a b l e  t o  

s e e  a d i s r u p t i o n  o f  a n  a o r t a  o n  a C A T  s c a n ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  o b j e c t i o n .  

A.  T h a t ' s  t o o  b r o a d  o f  a q u e s t i o n  t o  a n s w e r .  

Q. What l e v e l  o f  t r a i n i n g  w o u l d  y o u  p r e s u m e  a p e r s o n  

n e e d s  t o  be  a b l e  t o  s e e  t h a t ?  

A .  I t  d e p e n d s  o n  w h a t  y o u  a r e  s a y i n g  i s  a d i s r u p t i o n  

o f  t h e  a o r t a .  

Q. I n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  e v e n t u a l  d i a g n o s i s  o f  a 
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t r a n s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  d e s c e n d i n g  t h o r a c i c  a o r t a ,  t o  s e e  

e v i d e n c e  o n  a C A T  s c a n  f o r  t h a t  d i a g n o s i s ,  w h a t  l e v e l  o f  

e x p e r i e n c e ,  t r a i n i n g  w o u l d  a p e r s o n  h a v e  t o  h a v e ?  

A.  To s e e  a t r a n s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  a o r t a ?  

Q.  Y e s ,  t o  b e  q u a l i f i e d  t o  r e a d  t h e  f i l m  y o u  h a d .  

A.  T h e y  s h o u l d  p r o b a b l y  be  B o a r d  c e r t i f i e d .  

Q. You a r e  s a y i n g  a B o a r d  c e r t i f i e d  p e r s o n  s h o u l d  be  

a b l e  t o  s e e  a t r a n s e c t i o n  o r  d i s r u p t i o n  b y  l o o k i n g  a t  
2%. 

t h e  C A T  s c a n  f i l m  o n c e  t h e y  h a v e  t h e i r  B o a r d s ?  

A. No.  

Q. How much a d d i t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  do  t h e y  n e e d  t o  b e  

a b l e  t o  s e e  t h a t ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  . o b j e c t i o n .  

A .  To s e e  w h a t ?  

Q. we w i l l  go  b a c k  t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  when w e  l o o k  a t  

t h e  f i l m s ,  t h a t  m i g h t  make i t  e a s i e r .  
E 

I n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  r a d i o l o g y  a t  M e r c y  

H o s p i t a l ,  do y o u  h a v e  p r o t o c o l  and  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  

r e a d i n g  o f  C A T  s c a n s ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. who p r o m u l g a t e d  t h e  p o l i c i e s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  t h a t  

a r e  i n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  r a d i o l o g y  d e p a r t m e n t ?  

A.  ~ l l  t h e  p o l i c i e s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s ?  w h i c h  p o l i c i e s  

a n d  p r o c e d u r e s ?  

Q .  Y O U  a c k n o w l e d g e  y o u  do h a v e  p o l i c i e s  a n d  
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p r o c e d u r e s ?  

A.  C o r r e c t .  

Q. B Y  y o u r  a n s w e r ,  I g a t h e r  t h a t  more t h a n  one  g r o u p  

h a s  p r o m u l g a t e d  p o l i c i e s  and p r o c e d u r e s  t h a t  a r e  a p a r t  

o f  y o u r  manual i n  t h e  r a d i o l o g y  d e p a r t m e n t ?  

A .  C o r r e c t .  

Q. Are  some 0-f them p r o m u l g a t e d  o r  p u t  i n  t h e  book b y  

y o u r  r a d i o l o g y  g r o u p ?  ) . r  

A .  Y e s .  - 

Q. Are some p r o m u l g a t e d  and p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  

h o s p i t a l ?  

A .  1 - b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q.  D O  you have  p r o t o c o l s * a n d  p r o c e d u r - e s  - -  were  t h e y  

i n  e x i s t e n c e  a s  t o  t h e  r e a d i n g  o f  a C A T  s c a n  t o  

- 

d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e r e  i s  m e d i a s t i n a l  hematoma? 

A .  T h e r e  i s  n o t  p o l i c y  f o r  r e a d i n g .  T h e r e  i s  a 

p r o c e d u r e  t o  a l l o w  f o r  p e r f o r m i n g  a t r a u m a t i c  C A T  s c a n  

o r  p e r f o r m i n g  a C A T  s c a n  on a p a t i e n t  who h a s  s u s t a i n e d  

t r a u m a .  

Q. who p r o m u l g a t e d  t h a t ?  

A .  I t h i n k  Dr .  R o c k e n s t e i n .  

Q. I a s k  t h a t  you p r o v i d e  y o u r  a t t o r n e y  w i t h  a copy 

o f  t h a t  p r o c e d u r e ,  h o p e f u l l y  we w i l l  be a b l e  t o  

d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h a t  was t h e  o n e ,  b e c a u s e  do you know if 

t h a t  h a s  c h a n g e d ,  t h e  p o l i c y  and p r o c e d u r e  f o r  t r e a t i n g  

I 2 4  

2 5  
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o r  r e a d i n g  i n  a t r a u m a  s i t u a t i o n  s i n c e  S e p t e m b e r  o f  

1 9 9 7 ?  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  o b j e c t ,  

t h a t  i s  a d i f f e r e n t  q u e s t i o n  t h a n  you  a s k e d  b e f o r e .  

A.  Y O U  a s k e d  a b o u t  a r e a d i n g  and  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  you  a r e  

i n t e r c h a n g i n g  b o t h  w o r d s .  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  Y O U  g o t  i t ,  D o c t o r .  

M I S S  K O L I S :  Can y o u  r e a d  t h e  

q u e s t i o n .  

( Q u e s t i o n  r e a d . )  

Q *  T h a t  I g a t h e r  was f o r  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  a C A T  

s c a n ?  

A .  C o r r e c t .  

Q. Do y o u  know w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e r e  i s  t h e  same one  

t h a t  was i n  e x i s t e n c e  i n  Sep tember  o f  1 9 9 7 ?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s .  

Q. T h a t  i s  t h e  one I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  a c o p y  o f .  

when you  i n t e r p r e t e d  M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y ' s  

C A T  s c a n  s t u d y ,  d i d  y o u  l o o k  a t  t h e  c h e s t  x - r a y  w h i c h  

w e r e  p e r f o r m e d  b e f o r e  t h e  C A T  s c a n ?  

A.  N o t  t h a t  I remember .  

Q. DO you  know w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e r e  i s  a p r o t o c o l  i n  

t h e  r a d i o l o g y  d e p a r t m e n t  r e q u i r i n g  a C A T  s c a n  r e a d e r  t o  
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l o o k  a t  t h e  p l a i n  f i l m s  b e f o r e  t h e y  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  C A T  

s c a n ?  

A.  N o t  t h a t  I know o f .  

Q. D i d  y o u  e n d  up  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  p l a i n  f i l m s  a f t e r  

t h e  C A T  s c a n  a t  a n y  t i m e ?  

A .  N o t  u n t i l  - -  

Q. R e c e n t l y ?  

A. - -  r e c e n t l y .  

Q. I n  r e a d i n g  C A T  s c a n s  on t r a u m a  p a t i e n t s ,  i s  i t  

j u s t  n o t  y o u r  p r o c e d u r e  t o  l o o k  a t  t h o s e  p l a i n  f i l m s ?  

A.  u s u a l l y  t h e  p l a i n  f i l m s  a r e  r e a d  b y  a r a d i o l o g i s t  

i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  p a r t  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  t h e  p l a i n  

f i l m s  a r e  done  f i r s t  on  a t r a u m a  p a t i e n t .  To i n s u r e  

t h i n g s  a r e  p e r f o r m e d  as q u i c k l y  as  p o s s i b l e ,  t h o s e  a r e  

g e n e r a l l y  r e a d  b y  t h e  emergency  room p h y s i c i a n  who w a n t s  

t h e  f i l m  b a c k  a t  t h e  emergency  room w i t h  t h e  r e p o r t s .  

S O  u s u a l l y  t h e  t r a u m a  f i l m s  a r e  o v e r  i n  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  

room b y  t h e  t i m e  we  have  t h e  p a t i e n t  f o r  C A T  s c a n .  

u s u a l l y  t h e y  h a v e  been  r e a d ,  t h e  h a n d w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  w i t h  

f i l m s  g o e s  b a c k  t o  t h e  emergency  room.  

Q. Do y o u  h a v e  a c o p y  o f  t h e  h a n d w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ?  

A.  N O .  

Q.  w h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  do y o u  h a v e  a b o u t  t h e  p a t i e n t  if 

y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e  h a n d w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  o r  t h e  f i l m ?  

A. I d o n ' t  h a v e  any  i n f o r m a t i o n  e x c e p t  w h a t  t h e  
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e m e r g e n c y  room t e l l s  me. 

Q .  when y o u  s a y  y o u  d o n ' t  have  a n y  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  o t h e r  

t h a n  a r e q u i s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  CAT s c a n ?  

A.  C o r r e c t .  

Q .  w h e r e  do  y o u  keep  t h e  r e q u i s i t i o n  f o r  C AT  s c a n s ,  

a r e  t h o s e  k e p t  i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ?  

A.  P e r m a n e n t l y ?  

Q .  um-hum. 

A .  No.  

Q .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  M r s .  s p r e a d b u r y ,  b e f o r e  y o u  r e a d  

h e r  C A T  s c a n ,  w h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  d i d  y o u  h a v e  a b o u t  h e r  

t r a u m a ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N  : T h a t  s h e  r e c a l l s  

now? 

Q .  T h a t  y o u  r e c a l l  now? 

A.  T h a t  she  was h i t  b y  a semi  t r u c k .  

Q .  Y O U  w e r e  unaware  o r  awa re  o f  w h a t  t h e  f i n d i n g s  

w e r e  o n  t h e  p l a i n  c h e s t  f i l m s ?  

A.  A t  t h e  t i m e  she  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  I was 

u n a w a r e .  

Q .  By t h e  t i m e  she  l e f t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  d i d  y o u  know 

w h a t  t h e  f i n d i n g s  w e r e  on  t h e  p l a i n  f i l m s ?  

A.  I know she  h a d  r i b  f r a c t u r e s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  

p h y s i c i a n  t o l d  m e ,  p l u s  t h e r e  w e r e  c h e s t  t u b e s  i n .  

Q .  w h a t  does  t h a t  mean, t h e  c h e s t  t u b e ?  
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A. P n e u m o t h o r a c e s .  

Q. D i d  y o u  s e e  p n e u m o t h o r a c e s  on  t h e  f i l m ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. when y o u  s a y  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e  p h y s i c i a n  t o l d  

y o u  t h e r e  was r i b  f r a c t u r e s ,  a r e  y o u  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  one  

o f  t h e  r a d i o l o g i s t s  o r  one o f  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  d o c t o r s ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know.  I t  was a p h y s i c i a n ,  a p h y s i c i a n  

w i t h  h e r ,  somebody t e l l i n g  me she  has  r i b  f r a c t u r e s ,  

p n e u m o t h o r a c e s ,  she  had  b i l a t e r a l  c h e s t  t u b e s ,  t h e r e  was 

a w h o l e  t r a u m a  team t h a t  came w i t h  h e r  t o  t h e  C A T  s c a n ,  

I d o n ' t  remember e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  was t h e r e .  

Q. You saw t h e  r i b  f r a c t u r e s  on  t h e  C A T  s c a n ,  d i d n ' t  

y o u ?  

A.  Some o f  t h e m .  

Q. G e n e r a l l y ,  l e t ' s  t a l k  a b o u t  r a d i o g r a p h i c  e v i d e n c e  

o f  a o r t i c  d i s r u p t i o n .    et's t a l k  a b o u t  x - r a y s  f i r s t .  

I u n d e r s t a n d  y o u r  t e s t i m o n y  t o d a y  y o u  

d i d  n o t  l o o k  a t  t h e  f i l m s ,  r i g h t ?  

A.  w h i c h  f i l m s ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N  : P l a i n  f i l m s .  

Q. H e r  c h e s t  f i  1 ms?  

A .  C o r r e c t .  

Q. Howeve r ,  y o u  do r e a d  c h e s t  f i l m s  i n  c a s e s  o f  

' t r a u m a ?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q. w h a t  f i n d i n g s  o n  a c h e s t  f i l m  do  y o u  b e l i e v e  

s u g g e s t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  m e d i a s t i n a l  hematoma,  if a n y ?  

M R .  T A B E R :  c o n t i n u i n g  o b j e c t i o n  

w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  f a c t  she  d i d n ' t  r e v i e w  t h e  f i l m s .  

A. D i s t o r t e d  a o r t a ,  m a s s i v e  p r o t r u s i o n ,  u s u a l l y  

1 e f t - s i  d e d .  

Q. D e v i a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r a c h e a ?  

A .  ~f i t ' s  s e v e r e .  

Q. I f  an N G  t u b e  i s  i n  p l a c e ,  d e v i a t i o n  t o  t h e  r i g h t  

o f  T-4, i s  t h a t  an i n d i c a t i o n  t h e r e  may b e  b l o o d  i n  t h e  

m e d i a s t i n u m ?  

A.  Can b e .  

Q .  D e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  l e f t  m a r g i n  o f  t h e  b r o n c h u s ,  

d o e s  t h a t  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t o  y o u ?  

A.  Can b e .  

Q .  T h o s e  a r e  t h i n g s  t h a t  w o u l d  s u g g e s t .  

when y o u  began  t o  p e r f o r m  t h e  C A T  s c a n  

o r  when t h e  r e q u i s i t i o n  was r e c e i v e d  b y  y o u ,  d o  y o u  

r e c a l l  b e i n g  t o l d  b y  one o f  t h e  r a d i o l o g i s t s  t h a t  t h e y  

recommended t h e  c h e s t  C T  t o  i n c l u d e  o r  e x c l u d e  t h e  

e x i  s t e n c e  o f  med i  a s t i  n a l  hematoma? 

A. N O  * 

Q. P r i o r  t o  t o d a y  h a v e  y o u  e v e r  l o o k e d  a t  r a d i o l o g y  

r e a d i n g s  i n  c a s e s  o t h e r  t h a n  y o u r  own? 

A.  y e s .  

~ 
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Q .  w o u l d  y o u  a g r e e  w i t h  me t h a t  i n  f a c t ,  i n  t e r m s  o f  

c h r o n o l o g y ,  i f  someone e l s e  i n  t h e  x - r a y  d e p a r t m e n t  h a d  

a s u s p i c i o n  t h e r e  m i g h t  be some m e d i a s t i n a l  hematoma 

t h e y  a s k  f o r  a c h e s t  CT t o  be i n c l u d e d ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  o b j e c t i o n .  

A.  It s a y s  i t  on  t h e  r e p o r t s .  

Q .  D i d  y o u  r e v i e w  a 1 2 : 3 0  x - r a y  r e p o r t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know.  

Q. D i d  y o u  r e v i e w  any  o t h e r  m e d i c a l  r e c o r d s  i n  t h i s  

c a s e ?  

A.  J u s t  r a d i o l o g y  r e p o r t s .  

Q .  Y O U  h a v e  n o t  r e a d  t h e  s u r g e r y  r e p o r t ,  a n y  o f  h e r  

p o s t o p e r a t i v e  n o t e s ?  

A.  No .  

Q .  D i d  y o u  r e a d  t h e  c l i n i c a l  n o t e s  f r o m  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  

room? 

A.  N O .  

Q .  S O  t h e n  I'm p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r  a l l  y o u  r e a d  i n  t h i s  

c a s e  a r e  t h e  r a d i o l o g y  f i n d i n g s ?  

A.  C o r r e c t .  

Q .  w h a t  f i l m s  h a v e  y o u  l o o k e d  a t ?  

A.  The C T  f i l m s  t h a t  I o r i g i n a l l y  r e a d  o f  h e r  h e a d ,  

c h e s t ,  abdomen and  p e l v i s  and  h e r  c h e s t  f i l m s .  

Q .  The c h e s t  f i l m s  p r i o r  t o  c o m i n g  down f o r  C T ,  n o t  

t h e  l a t e r  ones?  
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A .  I saw some o f  t h e  l a t e r  o n e s ,  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  

r e v i  e w  t h e m .  

Q. A s  a g e n e r a l  s t a t e m e n t  I s u p p o s e ,  C A T  s c a n  i t s e l f  

i s  n o t  d i a g n o s t i c  f o r  a t e a r  i n  t h e  a o r t a  i n  a n y  

1 o c a t i  o n ,  g e n e r a l  l y  s p e a k i n g ?  

M R .  M I N G U S :  o b j e c t i o n .  

M R .  T A B E R :  o b j e c t i o n ,  

Q. w o u l d  y o u  a g r e e  o r  d i s a g r e e ?  

M R .  M I N G U S :  o b j e c t i o n .  

A .  I t  depends  o n  t h e  t e a r .  

Q. w h a t  t e a r s  d o  y o u  t h i n k  y o u  c a n  a c t u a l l y  v i s u a l i z e  

i n  t h e  C A T  s c a n  o f  an a o r t a ?  

A .  I f  t h e r e  i s  a c o m p l e t e  t e a r .  

Q. You c o u l d  g e n e r a l l y  see  t h a t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. M i n u s  a c o m p l e t e  t e a r ,  a C A T  s c a n  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  

p r o v i d i n g  y o u  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  i s  s u g g e s t i v e  o f  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  may be s o m e t h i n g  l e s s  t h a n  a c o m p l e t e  

t e a r  and  d i s r u p t i o n  i n  t h e  a o r t a ;  do  y o u  a g r e e  w i t h  

t h a t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. w h a t  a r e  t h e  i n d i r e c t  s i g n s  t h e r e  i s  a d i s r u p t i o n  

i n  t h e  a o r t a  on  t h e  C A T  scan?  

A .  A b n o r m a l  c o n t o u r .  

Q. Of? 
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A. The a o r t a ,  f a l s e  a n e u r y s m ,  d e l a y e d  c o n t r a s t  

o p a c i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  l u m e n ,  e x t r a v a s a t i o n  o f  c o n t r a s t ,  

p l e u r a l  e f f u s i o n ,  l a r g e  p l e u r a l  e f f u s i o n .  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  w h a t  was t h a t ?  

A .  L a r g e  p l e u r a l  e f f u s i o n ,  l a r g e  h e m o t h o r a x .  

Q. w h a t  a b o u t  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  hematoma i n  t h e  

m e d i a s t i n u m  i t s e l f ,  w h a t  does  t h a t  s u g g e s t ?  

A.  The a p p e a r a n c e  o f  hematoma i n  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m  

p r o b a b l y  s u g g e s t s  d i s r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  m e d i a s t i n a l  v e i n .  

Q. Does t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  hematoma i n  a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  

a r e a  o f  t h e  a o r t i c  a r c h  s u g g e s t  t h e r e  i s  d i s r u p t i o n  t o  

t h e  a o r t a ?  

A.  T h e r e  c o u l d  b e .  

Q. T h a t  i s  a more  i n d i r e c t  s i g n ?  

A.  I n d i  r e c t  s i g n .  

Q. P r i o r  t o  r e a d i n g  M r s .  S p r e a d b u r y ' s  C A T  s c a n ,  d o  

y o u  e v e r  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  a p s e u d o a n e u r y s m ,  a o r t i c  

p s e u d o a n e u r y s m  on  a C A T  s c a n ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  o n  p a s t  p a t i e n t s ?  

Q. o n  p a s t  p a t i e n t s ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. T h o s e  a r e  s i n c e  y o u  came t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  n o t  

du  r i  n g  y o u r  F e l l  ows h i  p ?  

A.  y e s .  

Q. J u s t  a s k i n g  t o  g e t  a f r a m e  o f  r e f e r e n c e .  

~~ ~ 
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How f r e q u e n t l y  h a v e  y o u  s e e n  a o r t i c  

p s e u d o a n e u r y s m ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  

Q .  I f  y o u  know.  

Do y o u  know? 

A.  I w o u l d  s a y  a h a l f  dozen  t o  a d o z e n  o c c a s i o n s .  

Q .  On t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  day  t h a t  y o u  a r e  i n t e r p r e t i n g  

M r S .  S p r e a d b u r y ' s  C A T  s c a n ,  d i d  y o u  a s k  a n y o n e  i n  t h e  

r a d i o l o g y  d e p a r t m e n t  f o r  any  a i d  o r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  

i n t e r p r e t i n g  w h a t  was on t h e  f i l m ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q .  who d i d  y o u  t a l k  t o ?  

A.  D r .  M u r p h y .  

Q. D r .  M u r p h y  d i d n ' t  s i g n  o f f  on  t h e  e l e c t r o n i c  

r e p o r t ;  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  c o r r e c t .  

Q .  A t  w h a t  p o i n t  i n  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  d i d  y o u  a s k  

D r .  M u r p h y  f o r  a i d  and  a s s i s t a n c e ?  

A.  s h e  h a d  e v i d e n c e  o f  m e d i a s t i n a l  t r a u m a ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  m e d i a s t i n a l  a r e a  w h i c h  c o n c e r n e d  m e .  I 

d i d  t h e  i m a g e  o f  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m ,  I a s k e d  h i m  t o  l o o k  a t  

t h e  i m a g e  t o  r e - e v a l u a t e  i t ,  t o  see  w h a t  he t h o u g h t  o f  

t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m  a n d  t h e  v e s s e l s .  

Q .  L e t  me s l o w  down and  go  b a c k w a r d s  I g u e s s .  

E x p l a i n  t o  me w h a t  D r .  M u r p h y ' s  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  t o  y o u .  
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A.  H e ' s  one  o f  my p a r t n e r s .  

Q. Does he h a v e  more  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  r e a d i n g  C A T  s c a n s  

t h a n  y o u  d o ,  l e s s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  o r  j u s t  h a p p e n e d  t o  b e  

a r o u n d  f o r  y o u  t o  a s k ?  

A.  B y  v o l u m e  c u r r e n t l y  he p r o b a b l y  r e a d s  more  CAT 

s c a n s  t h a n  I d o .  

Q.  T h e n  t h e  s e q u e n c e  o f  e v e n t s  i s  t h a t  t h e  f i l m s  a r e  

t a k e n ,  y o u  a r e  r e a d i n g  t h e m ,  y o u  s e e  s o m e t h i n g  y o u ' r e  

n o t  s u r e  w h a t  i t  means? 

A.  No ,  I w a n t e d  a s e c o n d  o p i n i o n .  

Q .  S p e c i f i c a l l y  t e l l  me w h a t  y o u  saw t h a t  y o u  w a n t e d  

a s e c o n d  o p i n i o n  on?  

A.  I saw t h a t  s h e  had  m e d i a s t i n a l  a i r ,  t h a t  I 

c o u l d n ' t  e x p l a i n  s o l e l y  b y  h e r  r i b  f r a c t u r e s  a n d  h e r  

s u b c u t a n e o u s  a i r .  The p a t t e r n  b o t h e r e d  me b e c a u s e  t h e  

a i r  l o o k e d  a t  f i r s t  t o  be t r a c k i n g  f r o m  t h e  t r a c h e a .  

w i t h  t h a t  amount  o f  t r a u m a  I was a l s o  

c o n c e r n e d  t h e r e  c o u l d  be a t r a u m a  t o  t h e  g r e a t  v e s s e l s ,  

s o  I a s k e d  h i m  t o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  l o o k  a t  t h e  c h e s t  i m a g e s  

t o  see  i f  he saw a n y t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  b o t h e r e d  h i m .  

Q. H O W  r e c e n t l y  h a v e  y o u  r e v i e w e d  t h e  f i l m s ?  

A .  I l o o k e d  a t  t hem S a t u r d a y .  

Q. S O  t h a t  when we g e t  t o  t h a t  p o i n t  i t  m i g h t  make i t  

a l i t t l e  f a s t e r .  

Do y o u  remember w h a t  f r a m e  w e ' r e  
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d i s c u s s i n g ?  I c a l l  t hem f r a m e s ,  y o u  m i g h t  c a l l  t h e m  

i m p r e s s i o n  n u m b e r s ?  

A.  N O .  

Q .  IS i t  i m p r e s s i o n s  1 6  t h r o u g h  1 8  y o u  l i s t e d  i n  y o u r  

r e p o r t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know r i g h t  now. 

Q. I g u e s s  we w i l l  h a v e  t o  f i n d  t h e m  t h e n .  

Is D r .  M u r p h y  t h e  same p e r s o n  - -  I'm 

a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s ,  n o t  t a k i n g  g r e a t  n o t e s  - -  t h e  same 

p e r s o n  t h a t  came t o  y o u  on  t h e  2 4 t h ,  t o l d  y o u  t h e r e  was 

a m i s r e a d ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  o b j e c t i o n .  

A.  Y e s .  

Q .  On t h e  2 4 t h  c o u l d  D r .  ~ u r p h y  now s e e  t h e  e v i d e n c e  

f o r  t h e  d i s r u p t i o n  t o  t h e  a o r t a  on  t h e  C A T  s c a n ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know,  I suppose  he d i d .  

M R .  O C K E R M A N  : D o n ' t  g u e s s .  

A.  H e  t o l d  me, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q .  O b v i o u s l y  y o u  c a n ' t  r e a d  w h a t  i s  i n  h i s  m i n d ,  

l e t ' s  e x p l o r e  a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  y o u  h a d  

w i t h  D r .  M u r p h y .  

D i d  D r .  M u r p h y  come t o  y o u ,  s a y  I ' v e  

l o o k e d  a t  t h e  f i l m s  a g a i n ,  t h e r e  i s  a m i s t a k e ?  

M R .  OCKERMAN : o b j e c t i o n .  

A.  N O .  
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Q .  w h a t  d i d  he  come t o  y o u  and  say?  

A.  From w h a t  I remember he s a i d  t h e  t r a u m a  p a t i e n t  

f r o m  y e s t e r d a y  d i d  h a v e  d i s r u p t i o n  o f  h e r  a o r t a  o r  an  

a o r t i c  t e a r .  

Q. D i d  he s a y  t h a t  was h i s  o p i n i o n  b a s e d  o n  t h e  

f i l m s ?  

A .  No. 

Q .  w h e r e  d i d  he t e l l  y o u  he g o t  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  

f r o m ?  

A .  H e  d i d n ' t  t e l l  me whe re  he g o t  i t  f r o m .  

Q .  Is D r .  M u r p h y  s t i l l  y o u r  p a r t n e r ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. Have y o u  n e v e r  s u b s e q u e n t l y  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  s e q u e n c e  

o f  e v e n t s  t h a t  l e d  t o  h i m  d i s c u s s i n g  t h a t  w i t h  y o u ?  

A.  N O .  

Q. D i d  y o u  d i s c u s s  i t  w i t h  h i m  a f t e r  I s u e d  y o u ?  

A .  No. 

Q. T e l l  me, D o c t o r ,  i n  a d e s c r i p t i v e  t e r m ,  

r a d i o l o g i s t s  a r e  u s e d  t o  d e s c r i b i n g  s o  I ' m  h o p i n g  y o u  

c a n  do  t h i s ,  w h a t  does  a p s e u d o a n e u r y s m  l o o k  l i k e  o n  a 

C A T  s c a n  f i l m ?  

A. You g e n e r a l l y  w i l l  see  an  o u t p o u c h i n g  o f  t h e  

a o r t a ,  a d i s t o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t o u r .  

Q .  when y o u  s a y  t h e  o u t p o u c h i n g ,  i s  i t  g e n e r a l l y  

l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  i s t h m u s ,  t h a t  a r c h i n g ,  one  
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s i d e  o r  t h e  o t h e r ;  how does  t h a t  p o u c h i n g  o c c u r ?  

A .  I t  d e p e n d s  w h e r e  t h e  t e a r  i s .  I t  c a n  o c c u r  

a n y w h e r e  i n  t h e  a o r t a .  

Q. w h a t  e l s e  t e l l s  y o u  w h a t  y o u  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r ,  o r  

i s  t h a t  b a s i c a l l y  i t ?  

A .  F o r ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N  : P s e u d o a n e u r y s m .  

Q. To s e e  p s e u d o a n e u r y s m ?  

A.  o u t p o u c h i n g ,  a b n o r m a l  c o n t o u r ,  d e l a y e d  c o n t r a s t  

o p a c i f i c a t i o n .  

Q. A r e  t h o s e  s e p a r a t e  t h i n g s  t h a t  m i g h t  be i n d i c a t i v e  

o r  t h a t ' s  t h e  c o n s t e l l a t i o n  y o u  h a v e  t o  s e e  a l t o g e t h e r ?  

A .  T h e y  a r e  s e p a r a t e  t h i n g s .  ~ t ' s  b e t t e r  i f  y o u  s e e  

t h e m  t o g e t h e r .  

Q .  S o m e t i m e s  y o u  d o n ' t  a l w a y s  see  t h e m  t o g e t h e r ,  

r i g h t ?  

A.  C o r r e c t .  

Q. I ' m  g o i n g  t o  h a n d  y o u  a p h o t o g r a p h ,  w e  w i l l  make a 

c o p y  s o  e v e r y o n e  c a n  h a v e  i t .  I t  i s  a p h o t o g r a p h  o f  a 

C A T  s c a n  i m a g e .  c a n  y o u  t e l l  me w h a t  y o u  s e e  i n  t h i s  

p h o t o g r a p h  o n  t h i s  C A T  s c a n  i m a g e ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  o b j e c t i o n .  

A .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  f r o m  t h e  c a s e .  

Q. I w i l l  r e p r e s e n t  t o  y o u  t h a t  t r u t h f u l l y  i t  i s  n o t .  

A .  T h e r e  i s  a l i n e  t h r o u g h  t h e  d e s c e n d i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  
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w h a t  e l s e  do  y o u  

t e a r .  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  

see?  

A.  No e x t r a v a s a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t r a s t ,  no  w i d e n i n g  o f  

t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m ,  NG t u b e  i n  t h e  e s o p h a g u s .  T h e r e  i s  

a l s o  a l e f t  e f f u s i o n .  

Q. A r e  y o u  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  y o u  c a n  s e e  i n  t h a t  an  

a o r t i c  p s e u d o a n e u r y s m ?  

A.  I s e e  a l i n e .  I s e e  a l i n e  t h r o u g h  t h e  - -  

a c t u a l l y  y o u  n e e d  t o  see  t h e  i m a g e  a b o v e  a n d  b e l o w  t h i s  

p o i n t .  T h e r e  i s  a l i n e  t h a t  l o o k s  l i k e  d i s r u p t i o n  o f  

t h e  a o r t a .  

M R .  T A B E R :  1'11 s t a t e  an  

o b j e c t i o n .  

M R .  OCKERMAN : I ' m  g o i n g  t o  o b j e c t  

t o  t h i s .  T h i s  i s  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  s h e  h a s  n e v e r  s e e n  

b e f o r e ,  s h e  d o e s n ' t  have  any  o t h e r  i m a g e  o t h e r  t h a n  t h i s  

o n e .  

Q. I s  i t  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  y o u  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  s e e n  o t h e r  

i m a g e s ?  Y O U  a l r e a d y  t e s t i f i e d  w h a t  y o u  t h o u g h t  y o u  saw,  

c a n  y o u  d e m o n s t r a t e  f o r  me w i t h  a s i m p l e  a r r o w  w h e r e  y o u  

t h i n k  y o u  see  a d i s r u p t i o n ?  

A.  I s e e  a l i n e  t h a t  i s  s u s p i c i o u s  f o r  a p a r t i a l  

t e a r .  
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Q. Can y o u  t e l l  me w i t h o u t  s e e i n g  o t h e r  f i l m s  w h e r e  

t h e  l i n e  i s ?  

A .  I c a n  s e e  i t ' s  s u s p i c i o u s .  I c a n ' t  p o i n t  t o  a 

l i n e .  

Q. T h a t ' s  w h a t  I ' m  a s k i n g  y o u ,  y o u  c a n ' t  t e l l  me, y o u  

w o u l d  h a v e  t o  c i r c l e  o r  show me t h e  a r e a  y o u  b e l i e v e  i s  

d i s r u p t e d ?  

M R .  OCKERMAN : I ' m  g o i n g  t o  o b j e c t .  

I ' m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  l e t  h e r  do  t h a t .  Y O U  t a k e  i t  u p  w i t h  

t h e  j u d g e .  

M I S S  K O L I S :  T h a t ' s  f i n e .  We 

w i l l  s t a t e  o n  t h e  r e c o r d ,  n o t  t o  d i s r u p t  t o d a y ' s  

d e p o s i t i o n ,  I a s k e d  t h e  d o c t o r  t o  i n d i c a t e  a n  a r e a  o f  

s u s p i c i o n  f o r  d i s r u p t i o n  on  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h ,  h e r  a t t o r n e y  

a s k e d  h e r  n o t  t o  p e r f o r m  t h e  same. 

M R .  T A B E R :  w o u l d  y o u  m i n d  

t e l l i n g  u s  w h e r e  t h a t  came f r o m ?  

M I S S  K O L I S :  I c a n  p r o v i d e  t h a t ,  

t h e  c a s e  i f  t h e y  t h i n k  i t ' s  n e c e s s a r y .  1 '11 r e p r e s e n t  

i t ' s  n o t  a p h o t o g r a p h  f r o m  t h i s  c a s e .  The p h o t o g r a p h s  

f r o m  t h i s  c a s e  do  n o t  l o o k  p r e c i s e l y  l i k e  t h i s .  

M R .  OCKERMAN : T h a t  i s  why I 

o b j e c t e d .  

M I S S  K O L I S :  why d o n ' t  y o u  m a r k  

t h i s .  Y o u  h o l d  o n t o  t h i s .  
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( P l a i n t i f f s '  E x h i b i t  2 m a r k e d  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . )  

MISS KOLIS: w h a t  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  

do  i s  g e t  y o u r  a t t o r n e y  t o  g e t  t h e  shadow b o x  s o  we  c a n  

l o o k  a t  t h e  a c t u a l  f i l m s .  M r .  Emershaw a n d  I a r e  g o i n g  

t o  t a k e  a s h o r t  b r e a k .  

(Recess  h a d . )  

B Y  M I S S  K O L I S :  

Q.  D o c t o r ,  b e f o r e  we  l o o k  a t  f i l m s  I h a d  a c o u p l e  

o t h e r  c l a r i f y i n g  q u e s t i o n s  I w a n t  t o  a s k  y o u .  

~ a c k  i n  S e p t e m b e r  o f  1 9 9 7  y o u ' v e  

i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e  i n  y o u r  g r o u p  d i d  

d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s ,  o r  p r o v i d e d  d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i a l t y  

s e r v i c e s .  was t h e r e  a p e r s o n  who was c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be  

t h e  c h i e f  o f  t h e  d i a g n o s t i c  r a d i o l o g i s t s ?  

A.  The  c h i e f  o f  d i a g n o s t i c  r a d i o l o g y  I b e l i e v e  i s  

R o b e r t  R a v e n .  

Q. was he a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q. D i d  y o u ,  w i t h i n  y o u r  g r o u p  o r  a n y w h e r e  w i t h i n  t h e  

p o l i c i e s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  m a n u a l ,  h a v e  a r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  

t h e  c h i e f  h i m s e l f  r e v i e w  t r a u m a  p a t i e n t ' s  C A T  s c a n s  i n  
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a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r a d i o l o g i s t  l o o k i n g  a t  them? 

M R .  O C K E R M A N  : A s e c o n d  o v e r r e a d ?  

Q .  Y e s ,  a s e c o n d  o v e r r e a d ?  

A.  No.  

Q .  D i d  y o u  h a v e  any  s o r t  o f  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  

was an o v e r r e a d  on  a t r a u m a t i c  C A T  s c a n ?  

A.  Do w e  h a v e ?  

Q .  w h a t  I ' m  s a y i n g  i s  y o u  r e a d  t h e  C A T  s c a n ,  was 

t h e r e  i n  p l a c e  i n  Sep tember  o f  1 9 9 7  a p r o t o c o l  t h a t  

r e q u i r e d  t h a t  CT  t o  be a t  l e a s t  l o o k e d  a t  b y  a n o t h e r  

p e r s o n  i n  t h e  g r o u p ?  

A.  No. 

Q .  T h a t  was s o l e l y  y o u r  d e c i s i o n  t o  i n v o l v e  a n o t h e r  

p e r s o n  t o  l o o k  a t  i t ;  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A.  R i g h t .  

Q .  Is a C T  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  y o u r  g r o u p  a s p e c i a l  f i l m ?  

I d o n ' t  mean s p e c i a l ,  l e t  me a s k  a b e t t e r  q u e s t i o n .  

when y o u  b r o k e  i t  down i n t o  d i v i s i o n s ,  

t h e  d i a g n o s t i c  r a d i o l o g i s t s  r e a d  w h a t  k i n d  o f  f i l m s ?  

A.  P l a i n  f i l m s ,  mammograms, t h e n  t h e y  t a k e  c a r e  o f  

o v e r f l o w  f r o m  o t h e r  a r e a s .  

Q .  w h a t  do  y o u  c a l l  w i t h i n  y o u r  g r o u p  t h e  g r o u p  t h a t  

r e a d s  C A T  s c a n s ?  

A .  w h a t  do we c a l l ?  

Q .  w h a t  k i n d  o f  r a d i o l o g i s t s  do y o u  c a l l  i t  when you  
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d i v i d e  o u t  r e s p o n s i  b i  1 i t i  e s ?  

A.  we d o n ' t  h a v e  a s p e c i a l  name f o r  t h e m .  

Q .  On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  d a y ,  as  b e s t  y o u  c a n  r e c a l l  i t  

now, y o u ' v e  a l r e a d y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  y o u  p r i m a r i l y  r e a d  

u l t r a s o u n d s ,  how was i t  y o u  came t o  r e a d  h e r  C A T  s c a n ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N  : o b j e c t i o n .  Go 
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a h e a d .  

A .  My a s s i g n m e n t  f o r  t h a t  week was t o  r e a d  t h e  h e a d  

C A T  s c a n s  a n d  MRI'S o f  t h e  b r a i n  and  s p i n e .  

Q .  why was t h a t  y o u r  a s s i g n m e n t  f o r  t h a t  week? 

A.  B e c a u s e  i t  was .  

Q .  B e c a u s e  t h a t  i s  w h a t  t h e y  t o l d  y o u  t o  do?  

A .  T h a t  i s  w h a t  was on t h e  s c h e d u l e .  

Q .  IS t h e r e  a r e a s o n  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  a s s i g n e d  y o u  

h e a d  C A T  s c a n s  and  M R I  v e r s u s  C A T  s c a n s  o f  t h e  h e a d ,  

c h e s t ,  p e l v i s ,  s e p a r a t e d  o u t  t h a t  way? 

A.  The  way t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  i s  d i v i d e d ,  b e c a u s e  o f  

s p a c e ,  we h a v e  one  p e r s o n  t h a t  i s  a s s i g n e d  t o  r e a d  t h e  

b o d y  CT  a n d  MRI c a s e s ,  one p e r s o n  a s s i g n e d  t o  r e a d  t h e  

h e a d  a n d  s p i n e  M R I  and  C T  c a s e s .  

Q .  why i s  i t  d i v i d e d  t h a t  way? 

A.  Because  o f  v o l u m e  and  s p a c e .  ~ t ' s  t h e  way we h a v e  

t h e  f i l m s  on  a l t e r n a t o r s .  

Q .  who was a s s i g n e d  t o  r e a d  t h e  b o d y  C T  t h a t  week i f  

y o u  know? 
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A.  D r .  M u r p h y .  

Q. I s  t h a t  why y o u  a s k e d  D r .  ~ u r p h y  t o  h a v e  a l o o k  a t  

t h i s  f i n d i n g ?  

A.  C o r r e c t .  

Q. What w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  d o ,  t h i s  i s  p r o b a b l y  g o i n g  

t o  be  d i f f i c u l t  g i v e n  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  shadow b o x ,  room 

a n d  l o c a t i o n ,  w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  p u t  t h i s  u p  a n d  l o o k  a t  t h e  

f i l m s  a n d  show u s  w h e r e  y o u  f o u n d  a p r o b l e m .  we  w i l l  be  

l i k e  r e s i d e n t s  i n  a v i e w i n g  room,  we  w i l l  a l l  h a v e  t o  

h a n g  o n  t h a t  s i d e .  

D o c t o r ,  w h a t  I w o u l d  f i r s t  l i k e  t o  h a v e  

y o u  do  i s  l o o k  a t  - -  y o u ' v e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  

a b l e  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  c h e s t  x - r a y ?  

A.  I l o o k e d  a t  a c o p y  o f  t h e  c h e s t  x - r a y ,  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  f i l m s  h a v e  been  m i s s i n g  f r o m  t h e  j a c k e t ,  I 

h a v e n ' t  s p e n t  h o u r s  l o o k i n g  f o r  t h o s e .  

Q. I h a v e  t h e  f o l d e r  t h a t  shows t h e y  a r e  c h e c k e d  o u t .  

A.  T h e r e  i s  n o  r e c o r d  o f  t hem b e i n g  c h e c k e d  o u t .  

Q. When I a n s w e r e d  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s ,  I w e n t  b a c k ,  t h e y  

w e r e  i n s i d e  m y  e n v e l o p e .  ~t does  s a y  t h e s e  o b v i o u s l y  

a r e  t h e  o r i g i n a l s .  ~ ' m  g o i n g  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t o  y o u  I 

t h i n k  t h e  c o p i e s  a r e  p r e t t y  g o o d .  

A .  T h e y  a r e n ' t  g o o d .  

Q =  T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  x - r a y ,  i f  y o u  c a n  see  i t ' s  

i d e n t i f i e d  M e r c y  M e d i c a l  c e n t e r  a t  11:30; y o u  a g r e e  w i t h  

~ ~~ ~~~ ~~ 
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t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. I f  y o u  w a n t  t o  m a r k  on i t ,  y o u  c a n .  ~f y o u  d o n ' t  

w a n t  t o  m a r k  on i t ,  I d o n ' t  know w h a t  w e  w i l l  do  a b o u t  

t h a t .  

M R .  O C K E R M A N  : W a i t  a s e c o n d .  I 

w o u l d  s t r o n g l y ,  I t h i n k  A l i c i a  w o u l d  a g r e e  w i t h  me, n o t  

w a n t  h e r  t o  m a r k  on  t h e s e  o r i g i n a l s .  

M I S S  W Y L E R :  I a g r e e .  I o b j e c t  

o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  S O  w e ' l l  t a k e  t h a t  u p  w i t h  

t h e  c o u r t  s i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  c o p i e s  a v a i l a b l e .  s h e  c a n  

v i e w  t h e  o r i g i n a l s  and  m a r k  a c o p y .  

M I S S  K O L I S :  we c a n  w o r k  t h a t  o u t  

I ' m  s u r e .  

M R .  T A B E R :  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  

o b j e c t  t o  h e r  r e v i e w i n g  f i l m s  she  d i d n ' t  r e v i e w  

c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s  on t h e  2 3 r d .  I t h i n k  we e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  

a l r e a d y ,  I d o n ' t  n e e d  t o  keep  i n t e r r u p t i n g .  

M I S S  K O L I S :  M r .  T a b e r ,  t h a t  i s  

o k a y  . 

M R .  M I N G U S :  1'11 j o i n  t h e  

o b j e c t i o n .  

Q.  Y o u ' v e  s e e n  a c o p y  o f  t h e  c h e s t  x - r a y  f i l m ;  i s  

t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A.  Y e s .  
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Q. T h i s  i s  o b v i o u s l y  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s i n c e  i t  h a s  t h e  

h o s p i t a l  s t i c k e r  on  i t .  T h i s  i s  b e t t e r  q u a l i t y  t h a n  t h e  

c o p y  y o u  w e r e  p r o v i d e d  w i t h ?  

A.  Yes .  

Q. A r e  y o u  a b l e  t o  see  t h i n g s  i n  t h i s  f i l m  t h a t  y o u  

c o u l d n ' t  see  i n  t h e  c o p y ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember .  

Q. D o c t o r ,  why d o n ' t  y o u  t e l l  me w h a t  y o u  see  i n  t h a t  

x - r a y .  

M R .  O C K E R M A N  : O b j e c t i o n .  Go 

a h e a d ,  ~ o c t o r .  

A.  I s e e  m u l t i p l e  r i b  f r a c t u r e s ,  i t  l o o k s  f r o m  h e r e  

l i k e  t h e  l s t ,  2 n d ,  3 r d ,  4 t h ,  S t h ,  6 t h ,  maybe 7 t h  r i b s .  

Q.  On t h e  r i g h t - h a n d  s i d e  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  b o d y ?  

A. On t h e  l e f t - h a n d  s i d e .  B i l a t e r a l  p u l m o n a r y  

i n f i l t r a t e s  p e r i p h e r a l  i n  l o c a t i o n .  The h e a r t  l o o k s  

n o r m a l  i n  s i z e ,  I d o n ' t  see s i g n i f i c a n t  p l e u r a l  f l u i d  i n  

t h e  s u p i n e  c h e s t .  He r  m e d i a s t i n u m  does  l o o k  w h i t e d  o n  

t h e  s u p i n e  c h e s t .  

M R .  T A B E R :  Does o r  d o e s n ' t ?  

A .  Does ,  l o o k s  a l i t t l e  f u l l ,  b u t  i t ' s  a s u p i n e  

c h e s t ,  t h e y  o f t e n  l o o k  f u l l  on s u p i n e  c h e s t .  

Q. T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c h e s t  f i l m  t a k e n ,  was t h a t  

s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  d i a g n o s t i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  p u r p o s e s ,  y o u  

d o n ' t  h a v e  a p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h a t  f i l m ?  
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A .  J u s t  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  r i g h t  c h e s t  i s  m i s s i n g  f r o m  

t h e  f i l m .  

Q. R i g h t  c h e s t  i s  m i s s i n g ,  l e f t  i s  t h e r e .  Y O U  

i n d i c a t e d  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  t h a t  y o u  do  s e e ,  I w a s n ' t  

p a y i n g  a t t e n t i o n  b e c a u s e  I was h o l d i n g  t h i s  f i l m  a n d  

l o o k i n g  a t  i t ,  y o u  see  a w i d e n i n g  o f  t h e  s u p e r i o r  

m e d i a s t i n u m ;  t h a t ' s  w h a t  y o u  s a i d ?  

A.  I s a i d  f u l l n e s s ,  t h e  w h o l e  m e d i a s t i n u m .  

Q. Can I h a v e  y o u r  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a w i d e n e d  

m e d i a s t i n u m ?  

A .  A w i d e  m e d i a s t i n u m  i s  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  l o o k s  f u l l e r  

t h a n  i t  w o u l d  o n  t h e  n o r m a l  P / A  a n d  l a t e r a l  c h e s t .  

Q. Do y o u  h a v e ,  I g u e s s  I h a v e  s e e n  i t  w r i t t e n  a 

c o u p l e  o f  w a y s ,  do  y o u  go w i t h  i f  i t  i s  f u l l e r  o r  w i d e r  

t h a n  , 0 2 5  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  d i a m e t e r  o f  t h e  c h e s t  o r  g r e a t e r  

t h a n  8 c e n t i m e t e r s  o r  e i t h e r ?  

A .  I u s u a l l y  more  l o o k .  I f  i t  d o e s n ' t  m e a s u r e ,  s t i l l  

l o o k s  f u l l ,  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  s a y  i t  l o o k s  f u l l .  

Q. D O  you  s e e  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  does  n o t  a p p e a r  

n o r m a l  o n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  c h e s t  f i l m ?  

M R .  T A B E R :  O b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  

e x t e n t  s h e  d i d n ' t  s a y  i t  was a b n o r m a l  b e f o r e .  

M R .  O C K E R M A N  : o b j e c t i o n ,  I a g r e e .  

Go a h e a d .  

Q. w e l l ,  I t a k e  i t  r i b  f r a c t u r e s  o f  t h e  l e f t  1 

~~ 
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t h r o u g h  6 a r e  a b n o r m a l i t i e s ;  w o u l d  y o u  a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t ?  

A.  T h o s e  a r e  a b n o r m a l i t i e s .  

Q .  The pneumo, I t h i n k  y o u  s a i d  s h e  h a s  pneumos,  

r i g h t ?  

A.  I c a n ' t  see  pneumo v e r y  w e l l  o n  t h i s  f i l m .  s h e  

may h a v e  one  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e  b l a c k  a r e a s  i n  t h e  l e f t  

c o s t o p h r e n i c  a n g l e .  

Q .  T h a t  w o u l d  be an a b n o r m a l i t y ?  

A.  R i g h t .  

Q .  The f u l l e r  m e d i a s t i n u m ,  t h a t  w o u l d  be an  

a b n o r m a l i t y ?  

A .  C o r r e c t .  N o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  an  a b n o r m a l i t y ,  i t ' s  a 

f i n d i n g .  

Q .  I t ' s  a f i n d i n g .  T h i s  i s n ' t  e x a c t l y  a n o r m a l  c h e s t  

f i l m ,  i s  i t ?  

A .  No .  

Q .  Do y o u  see  t h e  d e v i a t i o n  o r  a d e v i a t i o n  o f  t h e  

t r a c h e a  o n  t h a t  f i l m ?  

A .  I t ' s  d e v i a t e d  a l i t t l e  b u t  t h e  p a t i e n t  i s  r o t a t e d ,  

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  a b n o r m a l l y  d e v i a t e d  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  

p o s i t i o n .  

Q .  D O  y o u  see  a n y  o t h e r  f i n d i n g s  on  t h e r e  t h a t  w o u l d  

s u g g e s t  t r a u m a t i c  i n j u r y ?  

A.  s h e  h a s  e x t e n s i v e  s u b c u t a n e o u s  a i r  on  t h e  l e f t  

s i d e .  

FLOWERS, VERSAGI & CAMPBELL COURT REPORTERS (216) 771-8018 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0  

11 

1 2  

1 3  
"~ 

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

1 9  

20 

2 1  

2 2  

2 3  

- 24 

2 5  

Q. w h a t  do  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  w o u l d  r e p r e s e n r ?  

A.  P r o b a b l y  r e l a t e d  t o  h e r  r i b  f r a c t u r e s .  

Q.  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  p u t  up  t h e  f i l m  t h a t  was done  a t  

1 1 : 4 5 .  D o c t o r ,  as  I ' m  p u t t i n g  t h i s  u p ,  y o u  i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  M r s .  s p r e a d b u r y  came down t o  h a v e  t h a t  C A T  s c a n  

w i t h  a t r a u m a  t e a m ;  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  C o r r e c t .  

Q. T h e y  d i d n ' t  b r i n g  down h e r  x - r a y s  when t h e y  came 

down w i t h  h e r ?  

A.  N o t  t h a t  I know o f .  

Q. D i d  y o u  a s k  t o  s e e  them? 

A.  No .  

Q. Do y o u  g e n e r a l l y  n o t  l o o k  a t  t h e  p l a i n  f i l m s  

b e f o r e  y o u  do  a c h e s t  C A T  s c a n ?  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  o b j e c t ,  

y o u ' v e  b e e n  t h r o u g h  a l l  t h i s  b e f o r e .  

A.  I t  depends  i f  I need  t h e m .  

Q. Do y o u  d e t e r m i n e  y o u r  n e e d  f o r  t h e  p l a i n  f i l m  

b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n ?  

A.  I t  depends  on  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

Q. I n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  d i d  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  y o u  n e e d e d  t o  

see  t h e  p l a i n  f i l m  a t  any  t i m e  d u r i n g  y o u r  e v a l u a t i o n  

e i t h e r  a f t e r  t h e  f i l m  was done o r  a f t e r  y o u  i n t e r p r e t e d  

i t ?  

A.  No.  
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Q. T h i s  i s  t h e  f i l m  t h a t  was p r o d u c e d  a t  a p p a r e n t l y  

1 1 : 4 5 .  w h a t  c h a n g e s  do y o u  see  f r o m  t h e  one  y o u  j u s t  

l o o k e d  a t ?  

M R .  T A B E R :  Same o b j e c t i o n .  

M R .  M I N G U S :  o b j e c t i o n .  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  o b j e c t i o n .  

A. A l e s s  r o t a t e d  m e d i a s t i n u m ,  d o e s n ' t  l o o k  a s  w i d e  

o n  t h i s  s t u d y .  The a o r t a  i s  n o t  r e a l  d i s t i n c t  o n  t h i s  

s t u d y ,  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  s u b c u t a n e o u s  a i r ,  b i l a t e r a l  r i b  

f r a c t u r e s ,  r i g h t  r i b  f r a c t u r e s  a r e  b e t t e r  s e e n .  

Q.  N o w  y o u  c a n  see  t h e  r i g h t - h a n d  s i d e  a l i t t l e  

b e t t e r  o n  t h e  one t h a t  y o u  h a v e ;  t h a t ' s  an  a c c u r a t e  

s t a t e m e n t ?  

A. You c a n  now see  i t .  

Q .  w h a t  i s  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  f r a c t u r e s  i n  t e r m s  

o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  w h a t  u n d e r l y i n g  c h e s t  i n j u r i e s  t h e  p e r s o n  

may h a v e  s u s t a i n e d ,  i f  a n y ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  O b j e c t i o n .  G o  

a h e a d .  

A. I f  she  has  r i b  f r a c t u r e s  she  h a d  enough  f o r c e  t o  

b r e a k  h e r  b o n e s .  T h a t  means t h e r e  i s  i n j u r y  t o  t h e  

c h e s t ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  be c o n t u s i o n  o f  a n y  o f  t h e  o r g a n s ,  

c o n t u s i o n  o f  t h e  l u n g s ,  p l e u r a l  e f f u s i o n s ,  c o n t u s i o n s  o r  

t r a u m a  t o  t h e  v e s s e l s  o r  any  o f  t h e  t r a c h e o b r o n c h i a l  

t r e e .  T h e r e  i s  t h e  r i s k  o f  p n e u m o t h o r a x .  
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Q. D i d  I h e a r  y o u  c o r r e c t l y ,  o n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  f i l m  

t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m  a p p e a r s  a l i t t l e  l e s s  w i d e n e d ?  

A.  C o r r e c t .  

Q. w o u l d  y o u  s a y  d i a g n o s t i c a l l y  t h a t  w o u l d  be  a k e y  

f i  n d i  n g ,  a w i  dened  med i  a s t i  num? 

A.  I w o u l d n ' t  c a l l  i t  w i d e n e d  i n  t h i s  c a s e .  

Q. w h a t  w o u l d  y o u  c a l l  i t ,  f u l l ?  

A.  W e l l ,  n o t  w e l l  d e f i n e d .  

Q. I f  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m  i s  n o t  w e l l  d e f i n e d ,  d o e s  t h a t  

i n d i c a t e  p e r h a p s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a r i s k  t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  

b e e n  g r e a t  v e s s e l  i n j u r y ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  o b j e c t i o n .  

A.  IT c o u l d .  

Q. T h e n  a n o t h e r  f i l m  i s  done a t  a b o u t  1 2 : 3 0 .  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  w h a t  i s  t h e  t i m e  o n  

t h i s  o n e ?  

M I S S  K O L I S :  1 1 : 4 5 .  

Q.  T h i s  one  i s  1 2 : 3 0 .  w h a t  t i m e  d i d  y o u  s t a r t  t o  

p e r f o r m  t h e  C A T  s c a n ;  i f  y o u  remember? 

A.  I d o n ' t  remember ,  i t  was i n  t h e  m o r n i n g .  

Q.  How a r e  t h e  t i m e s  f o r  t h e s e  f i l m s  r e c o r d e d ?  

M R .  OCKERMAN : w h i c h  f i l m s ?  

Q. CT 'S?  

A.  The  C T  f i l m s  i t ' s  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  t e c h n o l o g i s t  

t o o k  t h e  i m a g e .  
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Q. Y o u ' l l  be  a b l e  t o  show me w h e r e  t h e  t i m e s  a r e  o n  

t h e s e ,  I c a n n o t  make t h a t  o u t .  T h a t  i s  t h e  1 2 : 3 0  p l a i n  

f i l m  p o r t a b l e  c h e s t  x - r a y .  w h a t  i s  now d i f f e r e n t  a b o u t  

t h i s  f i l m  v e r s u s  t h e  one y o u  j u s t  l o o k e d  a t ?  

A .  s h e  h a s  b i l a t e r a l  c h e s t  t u b e s  i n s e r t e d .  

M R .  T A B E R :  Same o b j e c t i o n .  

A.  The  r i b  f r a c t u r e s  a r e  s t i l l  p r e s e n t ,  s u b c u t a n e o u s  

a i r  i s  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  h e a r t  l o o k s  n o r m a l  i n  s i z e ,  

b i l a t e r a l  i n f i l t r a t e s .  s h e  i s  a g a i n  r o t a t e d  s o  i t ' s  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s s e s s  t r a c h e a  p o s i t i o n  a n d  m e d i a s t i n u m .  

Q. I n  t h a t  one  does  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m  a p p e a r  f u l l e r  

t h a n  i t  d i d  a t  t h e  1 1 : 4 5  f i l m ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  

Q. Y O U  d o n ' t  t h i n k - s o ,  o k a y .  T h o s e  a r e  I b e l i e v e  t h e  

t h r e e  c h e s t  f i l m s  t h a t  w e r e  done b e f o r e  t h e  C A T  s c a n .  

You m i g h t  h a v e  t o  g e t  a l i t t l e  c l o s e r  f o r  t h i s .  T h i s  i s  

a s h e e t  f r o m  t h e  C A T  s c a n ,  o b v i o u s l y  n o t  t h e  c o m p l e t e  

C A T  s c a n ,  c o r r e c t ?  Can y o u  i d e n t i f y  w h a t  i m a g e s  a r e  

shown o n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s h e e t ?  

A.  I m a g e s  2 4 ,  2 3 ,  2 2 ,  2 1 ,  2 0 ,  1 9 ,  1 8 ,  1 7 ,  1 6 ,  1 5 ,  1 4 ,  

a n d  1 3 .  

Q.  I S  t h i s  t h e  g r o u p  o f  i m a g e s  t h a t  a r e  c o n t a i n e d  

w i t h i n  t h e  g r o u p  o f  i m a g e s  t h a t  g a v e  r i s e  t o  a c o n c e r n  

o n  y o u r  p a r t ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  o b j e c t i o n .  
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C o n c e r n  a b o u t  w h a t ?  

You j u s t  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  y o u  a s k e d  D r .  M u r p h y  t o  

1 s t e p  i n ,  t a k e  a s e c o n d  l o o k  b a s e d  on w h a t  y o u  t h o u g h t  

~ A '  

~ Q .  

was some m e d i a s t i n a l  a i r  i s  w h a t  I t h i n k  y o u  s a i d ?  

A .  T h e s e  a r e  some o f  t h e  i m a g e s  I was c o n c e r n e d  

a b o u t .  

Q .  Y o u r  r e p o r t ,  I'll hand  y o u  t h i s  c o p y  r i g h t  h e r e ,  

t h a t  i s  my h i g h l i g h t e d  c o p y ,  y o u  e n d  up  c o m m e n t i n g  o n  

i m a g e  1 6  t h r o u g h  1 8 ;  i s  t h a t  an  a c c u r a t e  s t a t e m e n t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q .  I d o  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  s h e e t ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  1 b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q .  T h e r e  i s  1 8 ,  1 7 ,  1 6 ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q .  w e ' r e  i n  t h e  same p l a c e ,  r i g h t ?  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  a s k  

y o u  a c o u p l e  o f  q u e s t i o n s .  

D O  y o u  b e l i e v e  a s  y o u  s i t  h e r e  t o d a y  

t h a t  i t  i s  t h o s e  f i l m s ,  i m a g e s  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  1 8  a r e  t h e  o n e s  

t h a t  y o u  showed D r .  Murphy?  

A .  1 showed h i m  t h e  w h o l e  m e d i a s t i n u m .  

Q .  Y O U  t o o k  f r o m  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l  t o  t h e  l o w e s t  

l e v e l  t h a t  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m ,  y o u  w e n t  

t h r o u g h  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  image?  

A .  A s  f a r  a s  I remember .  

Q .  I ' m  a s k i n g  y o u  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i f  y o u  c a n  r e c o g n i z e  
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t h a t  i t ' s  one  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  i m a g e s  w h e r e  y o u  h a d  some 

c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h e  m e d i a s t i n a l  a i r ?  

A .  I was c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  m e d i a s t i n a l  

a i r  i n  t h e s e  i m a g e s .  

M R .  OCKERMAN:  E x c u s e  me one  

m i n u t e .  

- - - - -  

(Recess  h a d . )  

- - - - -  

B Y  M I S S  K O L I S :  

Q .  D o c t o r ,  t h e  l a s t  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  I a s k e d  y o u  I t h i n k  

y o u  f a i r l y  a n s w e r e d  t h a t  you  w e r e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  

p a t t e r n  o f  m e d i a s t i n a l  a i r  t h a t  y o u  saw;  i s  t h a t  an  

a c c u r a t e  s t a t e m e n t ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. U l t i m a t e l y  on  y o u r  CT  r e p o r t  t h e  a r e a  o f  c o n c e r n  

w h i c h  y o u  made r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  w e r e  i m a g e s  1 6  

t h r o u g h  1 8 ;  am I a l s o  s t a t i n g  t h a t  a c c u r a t e l y ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q .  So j u s t  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  - -  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  n o t  f o r  

t h e  l a s t  t i m e ,  i n  any  o f  t h o s e  t h r e e  i m a g e s ,  1 6 ,  1 7  o r  

1 8 ,  c a n  y o u  i n d i c a t e  f o r  me - -  t h i s  i s  a g r e a s e  

p e n c i l ,  i f  a n y b o d y  i s  g o i n g  t o  c r y  a b o u t  i t ,  t h i s  i s  

w h a t  s h e  l o o k e d  a t  b e f o r e  - -  p o i n t  o u t  t o  me w h a t  a r e a s  

o f  m e d i a s t i n a l  a i r  y o u  w e r e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t ?  
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A.  R i g h t .  

Q. D o c t o r ,  I w o u l d  l i k e  f o r  y o u  t o  t e l l  me w h a t  t h i s  

s t r u c t u r e  r i g h t  h e r e  i s  on  i m a g e  1 7 ?  

A.  w h a t  s t r u c t u r e ?  

Q. R i g h t  h e r e ,  t e l l  me w h a t  I ' m  p o i n t i n g  t o ?  

A .  T h a t  i s  t h e  d e s c e n d i n g  a o r t a .  
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A.  I ' m  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h i s  a i r  r i g h t  h e r e  w h i c h  

a p p e a r s  t o  be  t r a c k i n g  f r o m  t h e  t r a c h e a ,  c o m i n g  

a n t e r i o r .  

Q. F o r  y o u  a n d  me w e ' r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  m a r k  t h e s e  u p  

r i g h t  h e r e ,  f o r  t h i s  l i t t l e  b l a c k  a r c h ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  

t r a c h e a  c o m i n g  down f r o m  h e r e ?  

A.  R i g h t .  

Q. w h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  i s  y o u  s e e  a i r  

l e a k i n g ,  w o u l d  i t  a p p e a r  t o  be l e a k i n g ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  b e s t  

way t o  s a y  i t  i f  I was a r a d i o l o g i s t ,  t o  t h e  s t e r n a l  

w a l l  f r o m  t h e  t r a c h e a ?  
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Q. No,  a s  a n  a o r t i c  p s e u d o a n e u r y s m ?  

A.  N O .  

Q.  why w o u l d  y o u  s a y  t h a t  a r e a  o f  l u m i n e s c e n c e  w i t h  

t h a t  l i n e  t h r o u g h  i t  h e r e  i s  n o t  a t r a u m a t i c  

p s e u d o a n e u r y s m ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  i t  i s  b a s e d  o n  t h i s  i m a g e .  

Q. Does t h i s  l o o k  n o r m a l  t o  y o u  f o r  t h e  d e s c e n d i n g  

a o r t a ?  

A .  I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  n o .  

Q. A t  t h e  t i m e  y o u  l o o k e d  a t  i t  w e r e  y o u  n o t  

c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h i s  l u m i n e s c e n c e  t h a t  a p p e a r s  w i t h  t h e  

l i n e  t h r o u g h  t h e  m i d d l e  i n  t h e  a r e a  w h e r e  t h e  d e s c e n d i n g  

a o r t a  g o e s  i n ?  

A .  I p r o b a b l y  d i d n ' t  see  i t  a t  t h e  t i m e  I r e a d  t h e  

x - r a y .  

Q .  why d i d n ' t  y o u  see  i t  a t  t h e  t i m e  y o u  r e a d  t h e  

x - r a y ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know.  

Q .  w o u l d  y o u  a g r e e  w i t h  me t h a t  i s  w h a t  t h a t  i s ?  

A.  T h a t ' s  a l i n e .  

Q. o n  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  i t  o r  one o f  t h e s e  t w o  s i d e s  i s  

t h e  p o u c h  we t a l k e d  a b o u t  e a r l i e r  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  

a o r t i c  p s e u d o a n e u r y s m ?  

A .  T h a t  i s  t h e  d e s c e n d i n g  a o r t a  w i t h  a l i n e .  

Q. w h i c h  s i d e  a r e  y o u  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e r e  i s  a l i n e  
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t h e r e ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  w h i c h  s i d e .  

Q. I t  i s  n o t  a n o r m a l  a p p e a r i n g  d e s c e n d i n g  a o r t a ;  y o u  

a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t ?  

A.  T h e r e  i s  a l i n e  t h r o u g h  t h e  d e s c e n d i n g  a o r t a .  

Q. w h i c h  i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  c o u l d  r e p r e s e n t  a 

p s e u d o a n e u r y s m ?  

A .  I t  c o u l d  r e p r e s e n t  a p a r t i a l  t e a r .  

Q. A p a r t i a l  t e a r  o f  t h e  a o r t a ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  C o r r e c t .  

Q. T h a t  y o u  a n d  I c a n  a g r e e  was n o t  r e p o r t e d  i n  y o u r  

C A T  s c a n  e v a l u a t i o n ?  

A.  C o r r e c t .  

Q. J u s t  a b o v e  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  we j u s t  d e s c r i b e d ,  up  

h e r e ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  a s c e n d i n g  a o r t a ;  do  I h a v e  t h i s  

c o r r e c t ?  

A.  T h a t  i s  t h e  a s c e n d i n g  a o r t a .  

Q .  R i g h t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  b e t w e e n  t h o s e  t w o  

s t r u c t u r e s ,  w o u l d  y o u  a g r e e  w i t h  me t h a t  i s  h e m o r r h a g e ?  

A .  N O .  

Q. w h a t  d o  y o u  b e l i e v e  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t s ?  

A.  I c a n ' t  t e l l  t h a t  i s  h e m o r r h a g e  b a s e d  o n  t h a t .  

Q. I f  y o u  c a n ' t  t e l l  i t ' s  h e m o r r h a g e ,  d o e s  t h a t  h a v e  

a n o r m a l  a p p e a r a n c e  t o  you?  

A.  o f  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m ?  
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A.  Y e s .  

Q. I w a n t  t o  be  p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r  b e c a u s e  w e ' r e  g o i n g  

t o  a s k  someone t o  l o o k  a t  t h i s  t e s t i m o n y ,  t h e  a r e a  w e ' r e  

r e f e r r i n g  t o  i s  t h e  a r e a  o f  m a t e r i a l  on  t h i s  C A T  s c a n ,  

i m a g e  number  1 7 ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  a s c e n d i n g  a n d  d e s c e n d i n g  

a o r t a ,  t h e  b l u r r y  a r e a  b e t w e e n  i t  y o u  a r e  i n d i c a t i n g  y o u  

d o n ' t  t h i n k  r e p r e s e n t s  hematoma? 

A.  T h i s  a r e a  h e r e ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A.  I d o n ' t  c a l l  t h a t  hematoma. 

Q. w h a t  do  y o u  c a l l  t h a t ?  

A.  N o r m a l  med i  a s t i  num. 

Q. Have y o u  s e e n  any  e v i d e n c e  o f  hematoma? 

A.  P o s s i b l y  a r o u n d  t h e  e s o p h a g u s .  

Q- You t h o u g h t  t h i s  a r e a  was hematoma,  n o t  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A.  O r  s o f t  t i s s u e  f u l l n e s s .  I t h o u g h t  i t  was 

a b n o r m a l .  

Q. You c a n ' t  d i s t i n g u i s h  w h e t h e r  i t  i s  s o f t  t i s s u e  

f u l l n e s s  o r  hematoma;  i s  t h a t  w h a t  y o u  a r e  t e l l i n g  me? 

A.  C o r r e c t .  

Q. S O  I d o n ' t  p u t  w o r d s  i n  y o u r  m o u t h ,  t h e  a r e a  y o u  

t h o u g h t  l o o k e d  a b n o r m a l  was n o t  t h e  a r e a  b e t w e e n  t h e  

a s c e n d i n g  and  d e s c e n d i n g  b u t  t h e  a r e a  n e a r  t h e  

e s o p h a g u s ?  
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c o n s i s t e n t  t o  s a y  hematoma t h a n  a r e a  b e t w e e n  t h e  

a s c e n d i n g  and  d e s c e n d i  ng  a o r t a .  

A.  T h e r e  i s  s o f t  t i s s u e  f u l l n e s s  a n d  t h e  hematoma o r  

e s o p h a g e a l  l e a k ,  I c a n ' t  t e l l  w h a t  t h a t  i s .  

Q. N o t  t h e  n o r m a l  a p p e a r a n c e ?  

A .  C o r r e c t .  

Q.  Does t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m  u s u a l l y  l o o k  b l u r r y  l i k e  

t h a t ?  

A.  w h a t  do  y o u  mean l o o k  b l u r r y ?  

Q. D i d  y o u  a g r e e  w i t h  me t h e  a r e a  a r o u n d  t h e  

e s o p h a g u s  w h i c h  y o u  a r e  s a y i n g  c o u l d  be s o f t  t i s s u e  

f u l l n e s s ,  a l e a k  o r  edema has  t h e  same o r  v e r y  s i m i l a r  

a p p e a r a n c e  t o  t h a t  a r e a  b e t w e e n  t h e  a s c e n d i n g  a n d  

d e s c e n d i n g  a o r t a ?  

A.  No.  

Q. H O W  w o u l d  y o u  d e s c r i b e  t h o s e  d i f f e r e n t l y ?  

A .  T h e r e  i s  a c o n t o u r  a b n o r m a l i t y  a r o u n d  t h e  

e s o p h a g u s ,  i t ' s  c o n v e x  whe re  i t  o u g h t  t o  be  c o n c a v e ,  t h e  

c o n t o u r  b e t w e e n  t h e  a s c e n d i n g  and  d e s c e n d i n g  a o r t a ,  t h a t  

i s  b a s e d  on  n o r m a l  c o n t o u r .  

Q. The c o n t o u r  a b n o r m a l i t y  o f  t h e  e s o p h a g u s ,  c a n  t h a t  

be c a u s e d  b y  an  a o r t a  t h a t  has  been  - -  I d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  

u s e  t r a n s e c t e d  - -  d i s r u p t e d  b l o o d  f l o w ,  w i l l  t h a t  a l s o  

move s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h i n  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m ,  t h e  e s o p h a g u s ,  
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t h e  t r a c h e a ?  

A .  I t  c o u l d  move s t r u c t u r e s ,  t h e s e  a r e n ' t  d i s p l a c e d  

t h o u g h .  

Q .  Can i t  c a u s e  a b n o r m a l  i t i  es i n t h e i  r s h a p e s ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. D i d  y o u  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  when y o u  w e r e  l o o k i n g  a t  

t h e s e  i m p r e s s i o n s ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. How d i d  y o u  r u l e  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a p o t e n t i a l  

d i s r u p t i o n  t o  t h e  d e s c e n d i n g  a o r t a  b a s e d  upon  y o u r  

exam i  n a t i o n ?  

A .  I l o o k e d  a t  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m ,  I l o o k e d  a t  t h e  w h o l e  

C T  t o  t h e  w h o l e  b o d y ,  mos t  a b n o r m a l i t i e s  w e r e  i n  t h e  

c h e s t .  The  m e d i a s t i n a l  p a t t e r n  b o t h e r e d  me, e s p e c i a l l y  

m e d i a s t i n a l  a i r  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e r e  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t r a u m a  

t o  t h i s  a r e a .  

w h i l e  t h e  p a t i e n t  was s t i l l  on  t h e  t a b l e  

t h e y  w a n t e d  t o  g e t  h e r  up and  move h e r ,  I t o l d  t h e  

t e c h n o l o g i s t  t o  do  an a d d i t i o n a l  t h i n  i m a g e  o f  t h e  

m e d i a s t i n u m  s o  we  c o u l d  g e t  a s e c o n d  l o o k  a t  t h e m  w i t h  

t h i n n e r  i m a g e s .  

Q. w h e r e  a r e  t h e  t h i n n e r  i m a g e s ,  a r e  t h e s e  them? 

A .  T h e s e  a r e  n o t  t hem,  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i m a g e s .  

Q. Have y o u  r e c e n t l y  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  t h i n n e r  i m a g e s ?  

A .  y e s .  
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Q. T h e r e  i s  a f o l d e r .  D o c t o r ,  do you  h a p p e n  t o  

remember w h a t  numbers  w e r e  on  t h o s e  s l i c e s ?  

A.  N O .  

M R .  OCKERMAN : why d o n ' t  you  h a n d  

i t  t o  h e r .  

Q. Y O U  c a n  f i n d  i t  f o r  me? 

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  we w a n t  t o  l o o k  f o r  

a d d i t i o n a l  i m a g e s  t a k e n  o f  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m ?  

Q. E x a c t l y .  L e t  me a s k  y o u  a c o u p l e  o f  q u e s t i o n s .  

T h e r e  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  i n  y o u r  C T  r e p o r t  

t h a t  y o u  h a d  a d d i t i o n a l  y o u  a r e  s a y i n g  t h i n n e r  s e c t i o n  

s l  i d e s ,  r i g h t ?  

A.  urn-hum. 

M R .  O C K E R M A N  : Y O U  n e e d  t o  s a y  y e s .  

A.  Y e s .  

Q .  T h e s e  a r e  t h i n n e r  s e c t i o n s ,  t h a t  i s  n o t  c o n t a i n e d  

i n  y o u r  r e p o r t  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  d i c t a t e d  t h a t  you  

d e c i d e d  t o  do  a d d i t i o n a l  s c a n n i n g  t o  b e t t e r  d e f i n e  t h i s  

a r e a ?  

A.  I d i d  i t  as  p a r t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  exam,  t h e r e  i s  

n o t  an e x t r a  c h a r t  o r  e x t r a  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  i t  was 

s o m e t h i n g  I a d d e d .  

Q.  S o m e t h i n g  y o u  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  you  n e e d e d  t o  

c o m m u n i c a t e  t o  t h e  p h y s i c i a n  y o u  h a d  done  an  e x t r a  l o o k  

a t  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h a t  a r e a  o f  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m ?  
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A .  C o r r e c t ,  

Q .  w h a t  i f  a n y t h i n g  do y o u  see  on t h e s e  f i l m s  t h a t  

a s s u r e d  y o u  t h a t  t h e r e  was no  g r e a t  v e s s e l  i n j u r y ?  

A .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  e x t r a v a s a t i o n  o f  c o n t r a s t ,  I d i d n ' t  

see  a c h a n g e  i n  c o n t r a s t  enhancemen t  t h a t  w o u l d  i n d i c a t e  

a p s e u d o a n e u r y s m .  I d i d n ' t  see  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  c o n t r a s t  

o f  o p a c i f i c a t i o n  w h i c h  y o u  o f t e n  see  w i t h  

p s e u d o a n e u r y s m .  On d e l a y e d  image  t h e  a r c h  w i l l  be  

b r i g h t ,  t h e  r e s t  w i l l  have  c o n t r a s t  t h a t  i s  mo re  n o r m a l .  

Q. T h i s  i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  t h i r d  t i m e  y o u  m e n t i o n e d  

e x t r a v a s a t i o n ,  w h a t  i s  i t  t h a t  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  y o u  a r e  

l o o k i n g  f o r  o n  t h e  CT ?  

A .  You a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  t h e  c o n t r a s t  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  

a o r t a  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n s i d e  t h e  a o r t a .  

Q .  was t h a t  y o u r  t r a i n i n g  i n  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  a n d  t h e n  

p o s t g r a d u a t e ,  t h a t  w i t h  a d i s r u p t i o n  - -  w e ' l l  s t a r t  w i t h  

d i s r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  a o r t a  - -  y o u  w o u l d  see  e x t r a v a s a t i o n  

o f  t h e  c o n t r a s t  m a t e r i a l ?  

A .  One o f  t h e  t h i n g s  y o u  m i g h t  s e e .  

Q .  H O W  h i g h l y  l i k e l y  i s  i t  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  s e e  

e x t r a v a s a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t r a s t  m a t e r i a l  i n  a d i s r u p t e d  

a o r t a ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  a n s w e r  t h a t .  

Q. Y O U  j u s t  d o n ' t  know,  do you?  

A .  N O .  
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Q. So t h a t  was one t h i n g  y o u  b a s e d  i t  o n ,  t h e  o t h e r  

t h i n g  w a s ,  ~ ' m  s o r r y ,  I was t r y i n g  t o  l i s t e n ,  

M r .  Emershaw w r o t e  i t  down - -  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  

t e c h n i q u e  o n  t h i s  i s  w h a t ?  

A .  T h e s e  a r e  d e l a y e d  f r o m  t h e  i n i t i a l  i m a g e s ,  t h e y  
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a r e  t h i n n e r  i m a g e s .  

Q .  o n  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  f i l m s ,  t h e s e  s t a r t e d  a t  w h a t  

t i m e ?  

A .  1 3 5 0 .  

Q. T h e s e  a r e  numbered  1 t h r o u g h  1 2  a n d  1 3  t h r o u g h  - -  

I c a n ' t  r e a d  t h a t  f a r  way? 

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  

A .  1 3  t h r o u g h  2 4 .  

Q. D i d  i t  s t a r t  n u m b e r i n g  a t  1 t h r o u g h  2 4  b e c a u s e  y o u  

s t a r t e d  a new s e r i e s ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  way t o  p h r a s e  

i t ?  

A. when I was l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  C T  I s a i d  l e t ' s  

do  some i m a g e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m .  H e  s a i d  f r o m  

w h e r e  t o  w h e r e .  I s a i d  h e r e  t o  h e r e ,  I p o i n t e d  o n  t h e  

i n i t i a l  c h e s t  i m a g e .  They  a r e  numbered  b a s e d  o n  w h e r e  I 

t e l l  t h e m  t o  g o .  T h a t  i s  random n u m b e r i n g  t h e  

t e c h n o l o g i s t  p u t s  o n  t h e  f i l m .  

Q. D i d  D r .  M u r p h y  a l s o  l o o k  a t  t h e s e  f i l m s ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q. y o u '  r e  n o t  p o s i t i v e ?  
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A.  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  

Q. Y O U  a r e  f a i r l y  p o s i t i v e  y o u  h a d  h i m  l o o k  a t  t h e  

r e g u l a r  c u t s ?  

A .  I h a d  h i m  l o o k  a t  t h e  m e d i a s t i n a l  i m a g e s ,  I ' m  n o t  

s u r e  i f  he  saw one  s e t  o r  b o t h  s e t s ,  b u t  I know he  

l o o k e d  a t  t h e  m e d i a s t i n a l  i m a g e s .  I d o n ' t  remember  

e x a c t l y  w h a t  a r e a  he l o o k e d  a t .  

Q. I t ' s  y o u r  t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  t h e s e  i m a g e  1 t h r o u g h  24 

r e a s s u r e d  y o u  t h e r e  was no  g r e a t  v e s s e l  i n j u r y ?  

A .  I t  d i d n ' t  r e a s s u r e  me ,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  a n y  f i n d i n g  t o  

i n d i c a t e  s u c h  when I r e a d  t h i s .  

Q. D i d  y o u  see  any  f i n d i n g s  on  1 t h r o u g h  24 t h a t  

i n d i c a t e d  t o  y o u  t h a t  t h e r e  was a p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h e  

t r a c h e a  o r  t h e  e s o p h a g u s ?  

A.  The t r a c h e a  a r e a  showed up more  b o t h e r s o m e ,  t h e  

m e d i a s t i n a l  a i r  a n t e r i o r  f r om t h e  t r a c h e a  i n  t h e  i m a g e s  

8 ,  9, 1 0 ,  11, 1 2 ,  y o u  have  t h e  1, 2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  5 i m a g e ,  

t h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  be t r a c k i n g  f r o m  t h e  d i s t a l  t r a c h e a  a n d  

c a r i n a  a r e a .  

Q. L e t ' s  u s e  number  - -  I d o n ' t  know i f  y o u  l i k e  t h a t  

o n e ,  d i d  y o u  l i k e  number  1 2 ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N  : I n  t e r m s  o f ?  

Q. The t r a c h e a  t r a c k i n g ?  

A.  T h i s  i s  r i g h t  h e r e ,  i t ' s  t r a c k i n g  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  

i t ' s  v e r y  c l e a r .  
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M R .  O C K E R M A N :  To i m a g e  8 ,  9 ,  1 0 ,  

11. 

Q. D i d  y o u  s e e  a n y t h i n g  a b n o r m a l  - -  f i r s t  o f  a l l  t e l l  

me w h i c h  o f  t h e s e  a d d i t i o n a l  i m a g e s  d e l i n e a t e  o r  d e f i n e  

f o r  y o u  t h e  d e s c e n d i n g  a o r t a ?  

A.  P r o b a b l y  i m a g e  1 2 .  

Q. I n  i m a g e  1 2 ,  f o r  my p u r p o s e s ,  t e l l  me w h a t  t h i s  

a r e a  i n  h e r e  i s ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  a o r t a ;  am I r e a d i n g  t h i s  

r i g h t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. B a c k  h e r e  w i t h  t h e  t r a c h e a  and  e s o p h a g u s ,  i s  t h e r e  

a n y  a b n o r m a l i t y  t h a t  y o u  can  see  on t h e  a o r t a  r i g h t  

t h e r e ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  s e e  a b n o r m a l i t y  t h e r e .  

Q. Do y o u  s e e  a n y  e v i d e n c e  o f  m e d i a s t i n a l  hematoma? 

A.  I d o n ' t ,  n o t  b y  t h e  a o r t a .  I see  t h e  e s o p h a g e a l  

f u l l n e s s .  

Q. You s e e  t h e  e s o p h a g e a l  f u l l n e s s ,  y o u  do  n o t  s e e  i t  

o n  1 2  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  a o r t a ;  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  D o n ' t  see  w h a t ?  

Q. Hem a t  oma? 

A.  I s e e  t h e  e s o p h a g e a l  f u l l n e s s  on  i m a g e  1 2 ,  I d o n ' t  

see  i t  b e t w e e n  t h e  a s c e n d i n g  and  d e s c e n d i n g  a o r t a .  Y O U  

see  p a r t i a l  v o l u m e  i m a g e  o f  t h e  i m a g e  a b o v e .  You a r e  

p a r t i a l l y  s e e i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  a o r t i c  a r c h  c o m i n g  o v e r .  
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A .  B e t w e e n  w h a t  y o u  w o u l d  e x p e c t  t o  be m e d i a s t i n a l  

f a t  and  n o r m a l  m e d i a s t i n u m .  

Q .  H O W  d o e s  a p e r s o n  know w h a t  m e d i a s t i n a l  f a t  l o o k s  

1 i k e ?  

A.  Y O U  l o o k  a t  f a t  i n  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m .  I t ' s  g o t  f a t  

a t t e n u a t i o n .  

Q. Does i t  h a v e  t o  do w i t h  s h a d e ?  

A.  L i k e  a shade  o f  g r a y .  

Q .  I s n ' t  hematoma a l s o  a shade  o f  g r a y ?  

A.  I t  h a s  a l i t t l e  w h i t e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  i f  i t ' s  

a c u t e .  

Q. H O W  s k i l l e d  do  y o u  have  t o  be t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  

b e t w e e n  t h e  w h i t e  a t t e n u a t i o n  c a u s e d  b y  f a t  a n d  w h i t e  

a t t e n u a t i o n  c a u s e d  b y  hematoma? 
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M R .  O C K E R M A N  : o b j e c t i o n .  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  How s k i l l e d  do  y o u  

h a v e  t o  b e ,  med ium,  v e r y ,  l o w ?  

M I S S  K O L I S :  I d o n ' t  know how t o  

a s k  t h a t  q u e s t i o n .  

A. I t  d e p e n d s  how w e l l  y o u  see  s h a d e s  o f  g r a y .  I t  

depends  how o l d  o r  a c u t e  t h e  hematoma i s ,  i t  d e p e n d s  o n  

y o u r  s e t t i n g  o n  y o u r  s c a n n i n g  m a c h i n e .  How many s h a d e s  

o f  g r a d u a t e d  g r a y  y o u  a r e  f i l m i n g  t h i s  a t .  w h a t  y o u r  

w i n d o w  s e t t i n g s  a r e .  

Q .  I t ' s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  s k i l l  o f  t h e  r e a d e r  b e i n g  a b l e  

t o  c a l l  w h a t  g r a y i s h  w h i t e  shade  i s  a hematoma v e r s u s  

w h a t  i s  f a t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  b a s e d  o n  how w e l l  y o u  s e e  s h a d e s  o f  g r a y .  

I d o n ' t  know w h a t  y o u  a r e  a s k i n g  i n  t e r m s  o f  s k i l l .  

Q .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  know how much e x p e r i e n c e  y o u  h a v e  t o  

h a v e  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  b e t w e e n  t h a t  s h a d e  o f  g r a y  a n d  

t h a t  s h a d e  o f  g r a y ,  c a l l  one f a t ,  c a l l  o n e  hematoma,  I ' m  

a s k i n g  i f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  i d e a ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  Y O U  a n s w e r e d  t h a t  

q u e s t i o n .  

M I S S  K O L I S :  s h e  a n s w e r e d  i t .  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  Then  g o  o n .  

Q .  when y o u  w e r e  i n  s c h o o l ,  s u b s e q u e n t  t o  t h a t  

t i m e  - -  I g u e s s  we w i l l  s t a r t  w i t h  when y o u  w e r e  i n  
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s c h o o l ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N  : M e d i c a l  s c h o o l ?  

Q .  when y o u  w e r e  i n  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l ,  b e f o r e  y o u  w e n t  

i n t o  P G Y - I  t h r o u g h  seems l i k e  a l o t  o f  y e a r s ,  VI I 

t h i n k ,  w h a t  d i d  y o u  know o r  w h a t  was y o u r  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  

w h a t  was t h e  b e s t  d i a g n o s t i c  t o o l  t o  u s e  t o  l o o k  f o r  

i n j u r y  t o  t h e  g r e a t  v e s s e l s ?  

M R .  M I N G U S :  O b j e c t i o n .  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  o b j e c t i o n .  Go 

a h e a d .  

A.  I d o n ' t  know.  I c a n ' t  remember w h a t  k n o w l e d g e  

b a s e  I h a d  b a c k  t h e n .  

Q .  I f  y o u  d o n ' t  remember t h a t  i s  f i n e ,  i t  may h a v e  

c h a n g e d  o v e r  t i m e .  

A f t e r  y o u  g o t  o u t  o f  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l ,  a s  

y o u  r e c e i v e d  y o u r  s p e c i a l t y  t r a i n i n g  up  t o  a n d  i n c l u d i n g  

t h r o u g h  y o u r  F e l l o w s h i p  y e a r ,  w e r e  y o u  t r a i n e d  a s  a 

r a d i o l o g i s t  i n  t h i s :  P r e t e n d  y o u  saw t h e  p l a i n  c h e s t  

f i l m  w e  a l r e a d y  l o o k e d  a t  t o d a y ,  t h o s e  t h r e e ,  w o u l d  y o u  

h a v e  recommended a C AT  s c a n ,  o r  w o u l d  y o u  h a v e  

recommended a v i  s i t  t o  t h e  a r t e r i o g r a m  s u i t e ?  

M R .  T A B E R :  o b j e c t i o n .  w e l l  

b e y o n d  h e r  f i e l d  o f  e x p e r t i s e .  

M R .  M I N G U S :  o b j e c t i o n .  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  o b j e c t i o n .  
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Q. I ' m  a s k i n g  y o u  w h a t  - -  y o u  a s  a r a d i o l o g i s t  make 

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  c h e s t  f i l m s ;  d o  y o u  a g r e e  

w i t h  t h a t ?  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  Y O U  w a n t  h e r  t o  

p r e t e n d  a l l  s h e  saw was a c h e s t  x - r a y ,  t h e n  s a y  w h a t  

w o u l d  s h e  recommend b a s e d  on t h e  c h e s t  x - r a y ?  

Q. L e t  me make i t  s o  nobody  g e t s  u p s e t .  

M R .  O C K E R M A N  : I d o n ' t  t h i n k  y o u  

c a n  do  i t .  

Q. I g n o r e  t h e  c h e s t  x - r a y s  y o u  saw t o d a y .  T h o s e  a r e  

n o t  t h e  o n e s  I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o .  ~ ' m  t r y i n g  t o  a s k  i f  y o u  

h a d  a c h e s t  f i l m ,  w i t h  f i n d i n g s  s u g g e s t i v e  o f  a p o s s i b l e  

d i s r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  g r e a t  v e s s e l s ,  i . e . ,  d e s c e n d i n g  

t h o r a c i c  a o r t a  o r  o t h e r  v e s s e l s ,  y o u  a r e  t h e  

r a d i  o l  o g i  s t ,  w h a t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  w o u l d  y o u  h a v e  made a t  

t h a t  t i m e  y o u  c o m p l e t e d  y o u r  g r a d u a t e  p r o g r a m ,  w o u l d  y o u  

h a v e  r e f e r r e d  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  CT o r  s e n t  t h e m  t o  h a v e  t h e  

a o r t o g r a m ?  

M R .  M I N G U S :  o b j e c t i o n .  

M R .  O C K E R M A N  : o b j e c t i o n .  

A .  Depends  o n  t h e  c l i n i c a l  s i t u a t i o n .  

Q. w h a t  c l i n i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  do y o u  b e l i e v e  r e q u i r e s  a 

r a d i o l o g i s t ,  i f  a n y ,  t o  r e f e r  a p e r s o n  f o r  t h e  a o r t o g r a m  

v e r s u s  C A T  s c a n ?  

M R .  M I N G U S :  o b j e c t i o n .  

___ ~~~ ~~ 
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M R .  O C K E R M A N  : o b j e c t i o n .  

A.  If a p a t i e n t  h a d  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h e s t  t r a u m a ,  y o u  

c a n ' t  t e l l  f r o m  t h e  c h e s t  x - r a y  w h e t h e r  i t ' s  i n j u r y  t o  

t h e  g r e a t  v e s s e l s  o r  esophagus  o r  t r a c h e a  o r  l u n g s ,  y o u  

h a v e  n o  i d e a  w h e r e  t h e  i n j u r y  i s  a t ,  y o u  know t h e  

p a t i e n t  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h e s t  t r a u m a ,  t h e  

exam o f  c h o i c e  i s ,  if t h e  p a t i e n t  i s  h e m o d y n a m i c a l l y  

s t a b l e ,  i s  a c h e s t  C T  t o  s c r e e n  o u t  t h e  i n j u r i e s  a n d  

e v a l u a t e  w h a t  i s  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  i n j u r y  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

T h a t  i s  why y o u  do  t h e  c h e s t  C T ,  y o u  g e t  a b e t t e r  l o o k  

a t  a l l  t h e  v e s s e l s  i n  t h e  c h e s t .  

I f  someone i s  n o t  h e m o d y n a m i c a l l y  

s t a b l e ,  t h e r e  i s  a r e a s o n  f o r  i t ,  y o u  c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  w h a t  

i t  i s ,  i f  t h e y  h a d  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h e s t  t r a u m a ,  t h e  w 

s c e n a r i o  i s  a o r t i c  d i s r u p t i o n ,  t h e y  go t o  t h e  

a n g i o g r a p h y  s u i t e  o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  r o o m .  

Q. I f  y o u  a r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  e x c l u d e  b y  C A T  s c a n  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  d i s r u p t i o n  i n  t h e  a o r t a ,  t h e  n e x t  t h i n g  y o u  

do  b a s e d  u p o n  a f i l m  w i t h  a s e r i o u s  amount  o f  c h e s t  

t r a u m a  i s  t o  s e n d  t hem f o r  t h e  a o r t o g r a m ;  do y o u  a g r e e  

w i t h  t h a t ?  

M R .  T A B E R :  o b j e c t i o n .  

M R .  M I N G U S :  o b j e c t i o n .  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  a 

t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  q u e s t i o n .  
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M R .  O C K E R M A N  : Ob j e c t i  o n .  

A.  No.  

Q .  A t  w h a t  p o i n t  t h e n ,  y o u  j u s t  s a i d  i f  y o u  c a n ' t  

e x c l u d e  damage t o  t h e  g r e a t  v e s s e l s  b y  a C A T  s c a n  - -  

A .  T h a t ' s  n o t  w h a t  I s a i d .  I s a i d  y o u  c a n ' t  t e l l  

f r o m  t h e  p l a i n  f i l m  c h e s t  w h a t  i s  g o i n g  on  i n  t h e  b o d y ,  

y o u  c a n  t e l l  maybe t h e r e  i s  a r i b  f r a c t u r e ,  

p n e u m o t h o r a x ,  y o u  h a v e  t h e  i d e a  w i t h  s o f t  t i s s u e ,  i f  t h e  

p a t i e n t  i s  h e m o d y n a m i c a l l y  s t a b l e  t o  u n d e r g o  a C A T  s c a n ,  

t h a t  i s  u s u a l l y  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  c h o i c e  b e c a u s e  i t  

b e t t e r  s c r e e n s  o u t  i n j u r y ,  shows y o u  a b i g g e r  a r e a  o f  

t h e  b o d y  t h a n  an a o r t o g r a m  w o u l d  t o  l o o k  f o r  o t h e r  

i n j u r i e s .  A o r t o g r a m  w i l l  o n l y  t e l l  y o u  a b o u t  t h e  a o r t a ,  

w o n ' t  t e l l  y o u  a b o u t  t h e  t r a c h e a ,  w i l l  n o t  t e l l  y o u  

a b o u t  t h e  e s o p h a g u s ,  w i l l  n o t  t e l l  y o u  a b o u t  

p n e u m o t h o r a c e s  o r  s o f t  t i s s u e  i n j u r y  o r  f r a c t u r e s .  

Q .  Y o u  a r e  r i g h t ,  I d i d  a s k  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i n c o r r e c t l y  

b a s e d  upon  y o u r  a n s w e r .  

I f  y o u  have  a s u s p i c i o n  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  

t h i n g s  t h a t  w e  p r e v i o u s l y  d i s c u s s e d  t h a t  y o u  m i g h t  s e e  

on  C A T  s c a n ,  m e d i a s t i n a l  hematoma, a p s e u d o a n e u r y s m ,  d i d  

y o u  s a y  a t t e n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  f l a p  a r o u n d  t h e  a o r t a ,  d i d  

y o u  s a y  t h a t ?  

A .  NO. 

Q .  I f  y o u  d i d n ' t  s a y  t h a t  l e t  me a s k  y o u  a d i f f e r e n t  

~~ 
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way .  

w h a t  t h i n g s  w o u l d  y o u  n e e d  t o  s e e  o n  a 

C A T  s c a n  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  a o r t a  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  c a u s e d  

y o u  a s  a r a d i o l o g i s t  t o  r e f e r  t h e  p e r s o n  f o r  t h e  

a o r t o g  ram? 

M R .  M I N G U S :  o b j e c t i o n .  

A.  I f  I was s u s p i c i o u s  o f  d i s r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  a o r t a  I 

w o u l d  h a v e  r e f e r r e d ,  s u g g e s t e d  an  a o r t o g r a m  b e  d o n e .  

Q. Once a g a i n ,  l e t  me a s k  y o u  t h e  s p e c i f i c  f i n d i n g s .  

I f  y o u  h a d  f o u n d  m e d i a s t i n a l  hematoma i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  

a o r t a ,  i s  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  i n c l u d e d  i n  y o u r  l i s t  t h a t  

w o u l d  h a v e  r e q u i r e d  y o u  t o  r e f e r  f o r  t h e  a o r t o g r a m ?  

M R .  M I N G U S :  O b j e c t i o n .  

A.  P o s s i b l y .  

Q. P o s s i b l y  b e i n g  maybe - -  

A.  M e d i  a s t i  n a l  hematoma t e l l  s y o u  t h e r e  i s d i  s r u p t i  on  

o f  t h e  m e d i a s t i n a l  v e s s e l s ,  m o s t  l i k e l y  t h o s e  a r e  v e i n s  

w h i c h  h a p p e n  f r o m  t r a u m a  t o  t h e  m e d i a s t i n u m .  How much 

t h a t  t r a u m a  a f f e c t s  t h e  m e d i a s t i n a l  o r g a n s ,  y o u  d o n ' t  

know.  I f  y o u  a r e  s u s p i c i o u s  t h e r e  i s  a n  a o r t i c  t e a r ,  

y o u  d o  an  a o r t o g r a m  t o  b e t t e r  d e l i n e a t e  t h e  a o r t a .  

Q. I f  1 u n d e r s t a n d ,  w h a t  y o u  a r e  s a y i n g  i s  w h a t  w o u l d  

d e f i n i t e l y  c a u s e  y o u  t o  send  someone f o r  a n  a o r t o g r a m  i s  

if you  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  p s e u d o a n e u r y s m ,  t h a t ' s  a d e f i n i t e ;  

i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  
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A.  Y e s .  

Q .  Maybe if y o u  r e c o g n i z e d  m e d i a s t i n a l  hematoma,  b u t  

t h a t  i s  n o t  - -  

A.  0 kay  . 

Q .  - -  i t ' s  n o t  a d e f i n i t e ,  am I f a i r l y  p h r a s i n g  t h a t ?  

A.  Y e s .  

M I S S  K O L I S :  I n e e d  a b o u t  t w o  

m i n u t e s  w i t h  M r .  Emershaw t o  see  i f  t h e r e  i s  a n y t h i n g  he  

r e a l l y  w a n t s  me t o  a s k .  Anybody  e l s e  w a n t  t o  a s k  

q u e s t i o n s ?  

- - - - -  

(Recess  h a d . )  

- - - - -  

M I S S  K O L I S :  D o c t o r ,  I d o n ' t  

p e r s o n a l l y  h a v e  a n y  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  y o u  a t  t h i s  

t i m e .  T h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  a t t o r n e y s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  o t h e r  

p a r t i e s .  

M R .  T A B E R :  N O  q u e s t i o n s .  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  Y O U  r e p r e s e n t ?  

M R .  T A B E R :  D r .  S O S .  

M R .  M I N G U S :  D o c t o r ,  my name i s  

Ron M i n g u s ,  I r e p r e s e n t  D r .  T e l e s z  a n d  P a c k e r ,  I h a v e  a 

c o u p l e  o f  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  y o u .  

- - - - -  

C R O S S - E X A M I N A T I O N  
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B Y  M R .  M I N G U S :  

Q .  T o  y o u r  k n o w l e d g e ,  o t h e r  t h a n  y o u r s e l f  a n d  

D r .  M u r p h y ,  d i d  a n y  o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n  l o o k  a t  t h e  C T  s c a n s  

o n  S e p t e m b e r  2 3 r d  o r  Sep tember  2 4 t h ?  

A.  N o t  t h a t  I know o f .  

Q. Can y o u  r e c a l l  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  o f  a n y  c o n v e r s a t i o n  

w i t h  D r .  T e l e s z ?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  i t  was a f t e r  s h e ,  ~ r s .  s p r e a d b u r y ,  h a d  

been  t a k e n  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  room,  he w a n t e d  t o  r e v i e w  

t h e  C A T  s c a n  a g a i n .  M e a n w h i l e  I h a d  b e e n  t r y i n g  t o  

l o c a t e  t h e  f i l m s  t o  r e v i e w  them f o r  my own k n o w l e d g e .  

H e  came down a n d  s a i d  do y o u  h a v e  t i m e  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  

f i l m s ,  I s a i d  l e t ' s  see  i f  t h e y  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  we 

l o o k e d  a t  t h e m ,  w e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  w h o l e  f i l m s  a g a i n ,  i t  

seems t o  me t h a t  was a f t e r  h e r  s u r g e r y ,  I d o n ' t  know,  

t h e  2 4 t h  o r  2 5 t h ,  s o m e t i m e  a f t e r .  

Q. Do y o u  r e c a l l  w h a t  y o u  a n d  D r .  T e l e s z  t a l k e d  

a b o u t ?  

A.  we t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e  a o r t a  a n d  t h e  l i n e  t h a t  was o n  

t h e  f i l m s .  Then  I a s k e d  h i m  a b o u t  t h e  o t h e r ,  I b e l i e v e  

1 a s k e d  h i m  a b o u t  t h e  o t h e r  i n j u r i e s ,  w h a t  e l s e  s h e  h a d  

Q .  Do y o u  r e c a l l  a n y t h i n g  e l s e ?  

A.  N O .  

Q .  D i d  y o u  e v e r  t a l k  t o  D r .  P a c k e r ?  
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A. No. 

M R .  OCKERMAN : A b o u t  t h i s  c a s e .  

A.  N o t  a b o u t  t h i s  c a s e .  I t a l k  t o  h i m  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  

I M R .  M I N G U S :  I d o n ' t  h a v e  
, 

a n y t h i n g  e l s e .  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  D r .  c a w t h o n ,  I 

r e p r e s e n t  D r .  T a w i l  and  h i s  g r o u p .  

- - - - -  

C R O S S - E X A M I N A T I O N  

BY M R .  T R E A D O N :  

Q. I t ' s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  y o u  b e l i e v e  t h e  b e s t  m e t h o d  

f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  t r a u m a t i c  i n j u r y  t o  t h e  g r e a t  v e s s e l s  i f  

t h e  p a t i e n t  i s  h e m o d y n a m i c a l l y  s t a b l e  i s  t o  d o  a C T  

s c a n ?  

A.  C o r r e c t .  

Q. If t h e r e  i s  some s u s p i c i o n  o f  an  a o r t i c  i n j u r y ,  

b a s e d  upon  t h e  C T  s c a n ,  t h e n  y o u  move a h e a d  a n d  

recommend an  a o r t o g r a m ?  

A .  C o r r e c t .  

Q. I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  n o t  r e t r o s p e c t i v e l y ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e  a t  

t h e  t i m e  y o u  l o o k e d  a t  t h e s e  CT s c a n s  d i d  y o u  h a v e  a 

s u s p i c i o n  o f  a o r t i c  d i s r u p t i o n ?  

A.  B a c k  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A.  No,  I d i d n ' t .  

~ 
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Q. Y O U  t a l k e d  t o  D r .  Mu rphy  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  d a y  a f t e r  

t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  s u r g e r y ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. The 2 4 t h ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. Then  y o u  a n d  D r .  Mu rphy  w e n t  b a c k  a n d  l o o k e d  a t  

t h e s e ?  

A .  I d i d n ' t  go b a c k  and  l o o k  a t  t hem w i t h  h i m .  I was 

c o m i n g  i n  t o  w o r k ,  I saw h i m  i n  t h e  h a l l w a y ,  he  p a s s e d  

m e ,  H e  s a i d  b y  t h e  way,  t h a t  t r a u m a  p a t i e n t  d i d  h a v e  an  

a o r t i c  t e a r ,  t h e y  w e r e  t a k i n g  h e r  t o  O R ,  s h e  was i n  O R .  

T h a t  was t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  w e  w e r e  

p a s s i n g ,  I g o t  c a l l e d  away.  

Q. when D r .  M u r p h y  saw y o u  t h a t  day  he knew t h a t  t h e  

p a t i e n t  a l r e a d y  h a d  been  t a k e n  t o  s u r g e r y ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. Then w e n t  a n d  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  C T  s c a n ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know.  I d o n ' t  know i f  he saw i t  a h e a d ,  I 

d o n ' t  know.  

Q.  The s e c o n d  t i m e  y o u  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  C T  s c a n  r e s u l t s  

y o u  knew t h a t  t h e r e  h a d  been  s u r g e r y ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. o n  t h e  a o r t a ,  t o  r e p a i r  t h e  a o r t a ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. So y o u  knew t h e  end  o f  t h e  s t o r y  when y o u  l o o k e d  
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1 a t  t h e  C T  s c a n s  t h e  s e c o n d  t i m e ?  

A.  Y e s .  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  

Q. The n e x t  d a y  on  t h e  2 4 t h ?  

A.  Y e s .  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  

M I S S  W Y L E R :  

M R .  O C K E R M A N  : 

M I S S  K O L I S :  

d i d n ' t  m i s s  h e a r .  

The n e x t  d a y ?  

T h a t ' s  a l l  I h a v e .  

No q u e s t i o n s .  

F O l I  OW-Up? 

J u s t  b r i e f l y  s o  I 

R E C R O S S - E X A M I N A T I O N  

B Y  M I S S  K O L I S :  

Q. I n i t i a l l y  I a s k e d  y o u  i f  y o u  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  C A T  

s c a n  w i t h  a n y o n e  e l s e  a f t e r  t h e  2 3 r d ,  y o u  t o l d  me n o ,  

a p p a r e n t l y  c o u l d  be t h e  way I a s k e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  

A. I w e n t  o v e r  i t  w i t h  - -  

Q. D r .  M u r p h y ?  

A .  N o t  a f t e r w a r d s ,  j u s t  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q. S O  y o u  a r e  i n d i c a t i n g  t o d a y  y o u ' v e  s p o k e n  a l s o  

w i t h  D r .  T e l e s z  t h a t  d a y ?  

A.  L e t  me go t h r o u g h  t h e  w h o l e  t h i n g .  The n e x t  d a y  I 

h a d  a c o u p l e  o f  h o u r s  o f f  s o  I came i n  l a t e r  i n  t h e  

m o r n i n g .  when I came i n ,  I was u n l o c k i n g  my o f f i c e ,  

p u t t i n g  my c o a t  i n ,  ~ r .  ~ u r p h y  w e n t  b y ,  t h a t  l a d y  w i t h  
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t h e  b a d  c a r  a c c i d e n t  had  an a o r t i c  t e a r ,  t h e y  a r e  d o i n g  

an  a o r t o g r a m ,  t a k i n g  h e r  t o  O R .  I was c a l l e d  away ,  h a d  

t o  do  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e .  I t r i e d  t o  g e t  a h o l d  o f  t h e  

f i l m s  a n d  c o u l d n ' t  because  I d i d n ' t  know w h e r e  t h e y  

w e r e .  M e a n w h i l e  I have  a j o b  t o  d o .  

E i t h e r  l a t e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,  I b e l i e v e  

i t  was t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,  2 4 t h  o r  2 5 t h ,  I b e l i e v e  a f t e r  

h e r  s u r g e r y ,  Dr. T e l e s z  w a n t e d  t o  see  t h e  f i l m s ,  he 

h a p p e n e d  t o  come down and  he c a u g h t  me somewhere i n  t h e  

r a d i o l o g y  d e p a r t m e n t ,  c a n  I l o o k  a t  t h o s e  f i l m s  w i t h  

y o u .  1 s a y  s u r e ,  l e t ' s  see i f  we c a n  f i n d  t h e m .  1 

h a v e n ' t  b e e n  a b l e  t o  f i n d  t hem.  T h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  

I saw t h e  f i l m s  a f t e r  I i n i t i a l l y  r e a d  t h e m .  

Q. Y o u  saw t h e  f i l m s  w i t h  h i m ?  

A.  Y e s ,  a f t e r  t h e  e v e n t .  

Q. Had y o u  r e v i e w e d  C A T  s c a n s  p r e v i o u s l y  i n  t h e  p a s t  

w i t h  D r .  T e l e s z ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember .  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  o n  o t h e r  c a s e s ?  

Q. On o t h e r  c a s e s ?  

A. p r o b a b l y .  

Q. Y o u  w e r e  a l s o  a s k e d  b y  one o f  t h e  c o u n s e l  as  t o  

w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  a n y b o d y  e l s e  came down o n  t h e  2 3 r d  t o  

l o o k  a t  t h e  C AT  s c a n s .  w o u l d  y o u  know w h e t h e r  a n y  o t h e r  

d o c t o r s  w e r e  down t h e r e  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  f i l m s  a f t e r  y o u  
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A.  The  t i m e  t h e  f i l m s  w e r e  t a k e n ,  t h e  t i m e s  t h e y  w e r e  

o f f i c i a l l y  d i c t a t e d  was a c o u p l e  h o u r s .  I know t h e r e  

w e r e  p e o p l e  i n  a n d  o u t ,  I was c a l l i n g  E R  p h y s i c i a n s  w i t h  

f i n d i n g s  a s  I saw t h e m .  I n o t  o n l y  s e n t  a w r i t t e n  

r e p o r t ,  I c a l l e d  a n d  s a i d  t h e  c h e s t  t u b e  n e e d s  t o  b e  

p u l l e d  b a c k ,  t h e r e  i s  a i r .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I w e n t  o v e r  

t h e  f i l m s  w i t h  a n y o n e  e l s e  t h o u g h .  

M R .  O C K E R M A N  : H e r  q u e s t i o n  i s  do  

y o u  know w h e t h e r  a n y  p h y s i c i a n  o t h e r  t h a n  y o u r s e l f  came 

a n d  l o o k e d  a t  t h e s e  f i l m s  when y o u  w e r e  t h e r e  o r  n o t  

t h e r e ;  do  y o u  know t h a t ?  

A.  M e a n i n g  r i g h t  a f t e r  she had  been  s c a n n e d ,  w h i l e  

s t i l l  i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ?  

Q .  R i g h t .  

A.  The o n l y  p e o p l e  I remember b e i n g  t h e r e  w i t h  me was 

D r .  T e l e s z  a n d  D r .  M u r p h y .  Dr. M u r p h y  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  

i m a g e s  w i t h  m e .  

Q. when y o u  w e r e  done s c a n n i n g  w h e r e  w o u l d  t h e  f i l m s  

h a v e  g o n e ,  u p s t a i r s  o r  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ?  

A.  The C T  g e n e r a l l y  s t a y s  i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  u n l e s s  

someone a s k s  f o r  t h e m .  

Q. Do y o u  remember w h a t  t i m e  y o u  l e f t  w o r k  t h a t  d a y ?  

A.  P r o b a b l y  6 : O O  o r  s e v e n  o ' c l o c k  a t  n i g h t .  

Q .  I f  someone came d o w n s t a i r s  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  f i l m ,  a 
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p h y s i c i a n  a t t e n d i n g  M r .  S p r e a d b u r y  a f t e r  6 : O O  o r  7 : 0 0 ,  

y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  no  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h a t ,  w o u l d  you?  

M R .  T A B E R :  O b j e c t i o n .  

A.  N O .  

M I S S  K O L I S :  N O  f u r t h e r  

q u e s t i o n s  . Anybody  e l  s e ?  

M R .  T R E A D O N :  N O .  

M R .  O C K E R M A N :  We w i l l  r e a d .  

M I S S  K O L I S :  1'11 w a i v e  t h e  s e v e n  

d a y s .  

( D e p o s i t i o n  c o n c l u d e d ;  s i g n a t u r e  n o t  w a i v e d . )  
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E R R A T A  S H E E T  

N O T A T I O N  

I have r ead  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  

t h e  same i s  t r u e  and a c c u r a t e .  

L A U R A  C A W T H O N ,  M . D .  

and 
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The s t a t e  o f  O h i o ,  

C o u n t y  o f  Cuyahoga .  : C E R T I F I C A T E  : 

I, C o n s t a n c e  C a m p b e l l ,  N o t a r y  p u b l i c  w i t h i n  a n d  f o r  

t h e  S t a t e  o f  O h i o ,  do  h e r e b y  c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h e  w i t h i n  

named w i t n e s s ,  L A U R A  CAWTHON,  M . D .  was b y  me f i r s t  d u l y  

s w o r n  t o  t e s t i f y  t h e  t r u t h  i n  t h e  c a u s e  a f o r e s a i d ;  t h a t  

t h e  t e s t i m o n y  t h e n  g i v e n  was r e d u c e d  b y  me t o  s t e n o t y p y  

i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s a i d  w i t n e s s ,  s u b s e q u e n t l y  

t r a n s c r i b e d  o n t o  a c o m p u t e r  u n d e r  my d i r e c t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  

t h e  f o r e g o i n g  i s  a t r u e  and  c o r r e c t  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  t h e  

t e s t i m o n y  s o  g i v e n  as  a f o r e s a i d .  

I do f u r t h e r  c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h i s  d e p o s i t i o n  was t a k e n  

a t  t h e  t i m e  a n d  p l a c e . a s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  

c a p t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  I am n o t  a r e l a t i v e ,  c o u n s e l  o r  

a t t o r n e y  o f  e i t h e r  p a r t y ,  o r  o t h e r w i s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  

o u t c o m e  o f  t h i s  a c t i o n .  

I N  W I T N E S S  W H E R E O F ,  I have  h e r e u n t o  s e t  my h a n d  and  

a f f i x e d  my s e a l  o f  o f f i c e  a t  C l e v e l a n d ,  O h i o ,  

t h i s  1 9 t h  d a y  o f  A p r i l ,  1 9 9 9 .  
n 

C o n s t a n c e  C a m p b e l l ,  s t e n o g r a p h i c  R e p o r t e r ,  

N o t a r y  P u b l i c / s t a t e  o f  O h i o .  

C o m m i s s i o n  e x p i r a t i o n :  J a n u a r y  1 4 ,  2 0 0 3 .  
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E-iriaii: ivc.reFo~ers@wcridnet.a~.net 

THE STATE of OHIO, : 

COUNTY of STARX. 
: ss: 

IN THE ~ o m ~  OF cemm PLEAS 

MARIA J. SPREADBURY, et al. 

plaintizfs, 
vs . : Case No. 1 9 9 8  CV 1681 

: 1 9 9 8  CV 00589 
MERCY MEDICAL CENTER, et al., : NOTARY'S REPORT TO TEE 

Now comes Constance Campbell, Notary Public within and for 
the State of Ohio, duly commissioned and qualified, and 
advises this Honorable Court that at the request of 
plaintiffs' counsel a verification of the transcribed 
testimony of Dr. Cawthon's deposition was undertaken on this 
date, including stenographic notes, computer disks, and final 
transcribed work product. Attached please find results of 
sams. 

Constance Campbell 
Notary Public, State of Ohio, 
Commission expiration: 01-14-02. 

cc: all counsel of record 
files: fv&c 
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ERRATA SHEZT RESPONSE 

RE: Marla Z. Spreadbury, et al., vs. Mercy Medical 
Center ,  et al. 

04-12-99 deposition of Laura Cawthon, N . D ,  
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