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"‘R“"had an unremembared prescription” ‘reff1led; She stated the medication decreased her paln "is
.ws;but .not. the swetling. - Although she still- had -some. ‘of - __the nad!catlon. she- statmt that shc .;;:_
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.The above named clalmant was exau!ned by me on December M. 1981, regardtng alleged ’
“disabllity as a result of. an accident which occurred on August 16,21979.. This 52-year-"
Cw~old female: lnformd me, in the presance of her counsel, that she was Injured on August
%16, 19794 when 'she' was riding as’ a“front seat passenger which was moving while on‘the % '~
highway. She did not recall the events of the accldent, as she apparently became uncon- .
scious soon after the Impact. She stated that she awoke In the emergency room of St.
Alexis Hospital approximately flve hours later. A laceration of her forehead and right
eye was repaired and she was admitted to the hosplital. She came under the care of Dr.
<4 Lopez. and: remained.In the-Intensive Care Unit on bed rest for approximately four days.
.She was seen In consultatlon by Dr. Ling who found "no lnternal bradn damage“. --She
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g She ‘then: returnnd "home and stated that sho had dlff Iculty wl th' "navlgatlng"”. She contacted ?
~u; OF é7 Lopez :who - -syggested . further bed rest.. She -also stated that:her.left knee “‘constantly:i.;
. #.ached', and she had swelling wh!ch would: recede and then return. She_remalned under Dn’.’i' ik
P _Lopez' care. for approxlmately a.year and vas. seen by him on a regular basls" .
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.-:;,She ‘continued: under Dr. Lopez‘ care untll some time In’ 298!. she statad that he attr!buted F
' ‘her left knee $ymptoms to “tendinitis'. In approximately February of 1980, she was xamined.

‘by Dri Andrews«who found . “nothing seriously wrong. -Exercises were advised for approximately
‘one nonth.a She was. told that (f her symptoms increased, arthroscopy would. be- Indicated. iy
< She then returned to:Dr. Lopez who referred her to Dr. Kovach. Medlcat!on ‘was prescrlbed'" y
" for: “an . lnflamtory condition'. :: She was - examined by Dr. Kovach on several occasions and o
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. AL tha tlue of this examlnat!on, the clalmant stated that sho was stlH symptomattc wtth

respect to her knee. She had a “toothache“llke feellng" which:extended. fromthvposcertqr'?aw
pect of her knee Into her calf, as well as a similar feeling extending down the anterior as-‘
pect of her shin. Whenever she stood for a period of time or became active, her knee would:
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L suull. andvthen shc would hava‘“tcrrlble achlng". ‘When she sat or rasted, she had no
aching. She noted swellling along the medial aspect of her jolnt. There was no buckling
nor any locallzed pain. She felt that her knee had never returned to '‘normal'' with re-
spect to the swalling. She also noted persistent numbness about her*forohead laceratlon but

;,wasxnot quest!onad regardlng any nourologlcal symptoms. s
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<1 Here past;nedical hlstory Indlcated no prlor symptoms referable to her/left knee. . She. .

~7; had been lnvolved In an automoblle accident as a chllid. She had’ sustalned no new lnjurlas.

‘ iﬁi*Prlor to ' the accldent, she had worked as .a department store’ buyer and was awayfrom heréi’ -
employment for approximately four weeks. She then'returned on a part-time basis. ~'* “y:i™

‘Physlical examination revealed a female who appeared somewhat older than har stated age -
_and was of short stature. She stated she was 5 feet | inch tall. She arose from tha

.. sltting position without difflculty. and ambulated without limp. Her general standlnq ;
" allgnment was within normal 1imits. “She could parform a full squat “and artse from tho
fq-squattlng posltlon u!thout dlff!culty.;; T e Sai i ,;;al . . Lo iR

‘“~Exemlnatlon of her’faceArtvoaledxa well-healed !aceratlon extending from the right Frontal
area over the right eyelld. The area was tender to palpatlon, and this produced & "pulling"
over the ayelld. : ‘ :

Further examination of the left knee revealed a graylsh discoloration in the infrapatellar
. area. -This was from a childhood Injury. The circumference of the left distal thigh was .
1.0 cm. larger than the -right. There was no palpable effusion nor obvious swelling. There
was a full range of knee motlon with a good end. point to extension and a negatlve McMurray's
., maneuver. There)wus no tenderness to palpation about the patella, elther Joint line or
- " In 'the poplliteal spacs. Falrbanks' test was negative. Tests for collateral and cruclate
.. ligament stabllity were nomal. Following the examinatlon, the cla!mant stated that sha ’
had achlng ln both med!al and\latoral Jolnt llnes. - . I : ST
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The material forwarded to me hastbeenfrevléwndrand lncludes,thc;partlal records of St.
Alexis_Hospltal. These Indlicate that the claimant was evaluated In the emergency~rooma'”
.on Adgustrié, 1979, and admittad to the hospital. The hand-written notes are generally
Illeglblo,salthough bri Ling's consultation of August 2!. 1979. lnd!cates hls Impresslon.
"Doub:;any scrlous tntracranlal trauma" ;'~- SN S N e

2 In his report of Nov«mber 30 1979. Dr. Lopez descrlbes his. treatment of the claimant
betwsen August 16, 1979 and Novembar 21, 1979. He does not describe any symptoms or -
. physical findings which she may havea had referable to her left knee during that period -
" of time. His dlagnosis was "Contusion of the skull, brain concusslon and laceration of
" the scalp and forehesad, contusion of the left knee''. In his report of August 14, 1981,, »
" Dr. Andrews describes his treatmant of the clalmant between January 16, 1981 and Fabruary -
16, 1931. His Impression was "Lipofibromes of the left medial knee', _




, Mr. Thomas L. Brunn
‘"'Ra: " Elizabeth Groff:

Based‘on~tho¥lnformatlon~avallable~toﬁmc. | balieve that the claimant was Invoived In a .
vehicular accident on August 16, 1979, and that she sustalned a forehead laceratlon,
cerebral concussion and contuslon of her left knes. Thase Injuries nacessitated her
hospltallzatlon and the treatmsnt provlded by her phys!clans. At tho time of this examlna-

:respcct to her left knea. A!though she. may hnva ‘the symptoms/whlch‘she‘descrlbes. thera

Is nothing on physical or radlographlc examination to. substanttata hcr complalnts. There~:
ifore, 1 "belleve she will-have.no permanent . orthopaedlgv ‘
to her accldent of August 16, 1979. A :

1"
Wk 7 A,
el i.!'if,‘

R




