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2 6 9 0 0  CEDAR R O A D  

BEhCHWOOD,OHIO 44122 
TELEPHONE 2 (6 /464-444  

ORTHOPAEDIC SUROERY 

May l a r  1985 

M r .  T e r r e n c e  J, Kenneal ly  
At to rney  a t  Law 
2121 The S u p e r i o r  Bui.lding 
815 S u p e r i o r  Avenuer N.E, 
Cleveland,  Ohio 44114 

Re:  Thomas Leroy Wonder 
F i l e  N o t  1700-5102 

Dear M r .  Kenneally: 

Thomas Wonder w a s  examined on May 8, 1985 r e g a r d i n g  an  a c c i d e n t  which 
occur red  on J u l y  6, 1983, T h i s  31-year-old male informed m e l  i n  t h e  
p r e s e n c e  of h i s  c o u n s e l b  t h a t  he  had been i n j u r e d  on J u l y  1983 when he  
w a s  d r i v i n g  a n  automobi le  which w a s  moving when i t  was s t r u c k  on t h e  
r i g h t  f r o n t  f e n d e r  by a second car. He w a s  wearing seat b e l t s  at t h e  
time of ,the a c c i d e n t  and s t r u c k  t h e  windsh ie ld  and mirror w i t h  h i s  
fo rehead  and t h e  d r i v e r ' s  d o o r  w i t h  . h i s  l e f t  s h o u l d e r  and arm. H e  d i d  
n o t  become unconsc ious l  a l t h o u g h  he  w a s  "dazed" f o r  approx imate ly  one- 
minute,  H e  noted  a "lump" on h i s  f o r e h e a d  and "a l i t t l e  s o r e n e s s "  i n  h i s  
s h o u l d e r  and l e f t  arm. 

The fo l lowing  day,  he  awoke w i t h  a headache and went t o  E l y r i a  Memorial 
H o s p i t a l  where  h e  w a s  examined, treated and r e l e a s e d .  By t h a t  t i m e t  h i s  
nose was a lso "sorew. He recalled t h a t  h e  r e c e i v e d  no s p e c i f i c  t r e a t m e n t  
for h i s  i n j u r i e s .  

Within a week of t h e  a c c i d e n t r  h e  came under  t h e  care of E r .  Perng. H e  
had symptoms w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  h i s  neck and s u p e r i o r  a s p e c t  of  h i s  l e f t  
shou lde r ,  Medica t ion  was p r e s c r i b e d ,  Approximately a month after  t h e  
a c c i d e n t ,  he came under  t h e  care of D r .  Se l t ze r ,  H i s  symptoms were " t h e  
same as  be fo re" ,  H e  was treated w i t h  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  which i n c l u d e d  
"massage and  cream", He was also r e f e r r e d  t o  a " t h e r a p y  b u i l d i n g"  and 
r e c e i v e d  t r e a t m e n t  approx imate ly  t w o  t i m e s  a week f o r  two t o  three weeks 
and t h e n  once a week for f o u r  t o  f i v e  weeks. H e  was re-examined by D r ,  
S e l t z e r  d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d  of t i m e ,  H e  recalled t h a t  t h a t  w a s -" t h e  end 
of t h e  t r e a t m e n t  fo r  a w h i l e  - It still bo the red  m e  - I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  l i v e  
wi th  it". 

In approximately May of 1984, he came under the care o f  Dr. Evans for 
"th ing8  g o t  bad againn.  His l e f t  arm had become "weaker" and h e  had pain 
i n  h i s  neck and s u p e r i o r  aspect of his leEt s h o u l d e r .  He was t r e a t e d  
wi th  massage and muscle r e l a x a n t s .  He was a l s o  e v a l u a t e d  by D r .  Fernando 
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and ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  e l e c t r o d i a g n o s t i c  s t u d i e s  were performed. H e  $ id  n o t  
know t h e  r e s u l t s  of these .  testso H e  r e t u r n e d  t o  D r ,  Evans f o r  f u r t h e r  
t r e a t m e n t  a n d  con t inued>  under  h i s  care u n t i l  J u l y  or August of 1984. A t  
t h a t  t i m e ,  i t  w a s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  h e  r e c e i v e  t r e a t m e n t  a t  T h e  C leve land  
C l i n i c ,  b u t  h e  w c o u l d n ' t  afford itma 

H e  h a s  n o t  been treated by o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n s  n o r  h a s  h e  been h o s p i t a l i z e d ,  

A t  t h e  t i m e  of t h i s  examina t ion ,  Mr, Wonder s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  was " g e t t i n g  
worse". H i s  neck  w a s  "a l o t  s t i f fer"  and h e  w a s .  " s o r e "  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  
of h i s  neck, I n  a d d i t i o n r  t h e  s u p e r i o r  a s p e c t  of  h i s  l e f t  s h o u l d e r  w a s  
" t i g h t  and a c h e s w ,  A c t i v i t i e s  such  a s  mopping a f loo r  and a t t e m p t i n g  t o  
work wi th  h i s  hands  above h i s  head i n c r e a s e d  h i s  symptoms- There  w a s  no 
a s s o c i a t e d  arm r a d i a t i o n .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  h e  had pai'n i n  t h e -  t h o r a c i c  area, on . t h e  l e f t  side.. T h i s  
symptom began approx imate ly  t w o  months ago and w a s  most pronounced w h i l e  
d r i v i n g .  When h e  w a s  a sked  i f  h e  had i n j u r e d  h i s  t h o r a c i c  s p i n e  i n  t h e  
a c c i d e n t ,  he  i n d i c a t e d  "I c o u l d  h a v e  a n d  j u s t  now it began t o  show".. 

H i s  p a s t  medical h i s t o ry  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  had  " p u l I e d  a muscleff i n  t h e  
s u p e r i o r  a s p e c t  o f  h i s  l e f t  s h o u l d e r  i n  1979 o r  1980. H e  was treated by 
D r ,  Perng f o r  t h i s -  He r e c e i v e d  acupunc tu re  a n d r  a f t e r  a p e r i o d  of 
t r e a t m e n t c h a d  "no more problem". H e  had s u s t a i n e d  no new i n j u r i e s .  

I 

P r i o r  t o  t h e  a c c i d e n t ,  h e  had worked as  a s e c u r i t y  guard  and r e t u r n e d  to  . 
work t h e  day f o l l o w i n g  t h e  a c c i d e n t .  H e  con t inued  working u n t i l  January  
of 1985 when he w a s  "discharged" ,  

P h y s i c a l  examinat ion  r e v e a l e d  a m a l e  of approx imate ly  h i s  stated age wha 
w a s  of a v e r a g e  h e i g h t  an& t h i n  p r o p o r t i o n s .  H e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  5 
fee t  11 i n c h e s  t a l l  and weighed 1 2 5  pounds. H e  s a t  w i t h  h i s  l e f t  
s h o u l d e r  d e p r e s s e d  and h i s  head t i p p e d  t o  t h e  r i g h t .  H e  a r o s e  f r o m  t h e  
s i t t i n g  p o s i t i o n  w i t h o u t  d i f f i c u l t y ,  ambulated w i t h o u t  l i m p  and w a s  ab le  
t o  ascend and descend t h e  examining t a b l e  i n  a normal f a s h i o n ,  

Examination of h i s  c e r v i c a l  s p i n e  r e v e a l e d  d e c r e a s e  i n  h i s  c e r v i c a l  
l o r d o s i s  w i t h o u t  e v i d e n c e  o f  spasm, There  appeared  t o  be webbing on t h e  
l e f t  s i d e  o f . h i s  neck e x t e n d i n g  t o  a prominent  l e f t  t r a p e z i u s .  T h e r e  w a s  
t e n d e r n e s s  t o  p a l p a t i o n  i n  t h e  p a r a c e r v i c a l  and t r a p e z i u s  muscles-  T h e r e  
w a s  normal c e r v i c a l  f l e x i o n  and e x t e n s i o n  wi th  approx imate ly  50 p e r c e n t  
l i m i t a t i o n  of l a t e r a l  bending and lateral  r o t a t i o n  b i l a t e r a l l y -  . H e  
complained of p a i n  a t  t h e  ex t remes  of  motion, 

Examination of h i s  s h o u l d e r s  r e v e a l e d  no areas of  l o c a l i z e d  t e n d e r n e s s .  
There  was a f u l l  r a n g e  of s h o u l d e r  motion b i l a t e r a l l y  w i t h  c o m p l a i n t s  of 
pa in  on abduction of t h e  leEk shoulder. 
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ExaminatiTon 'of t h e  t h o r a c i c  s p i n e  r e v e a l e d  an a p p a r e n t  l e f t  thoracic  
scoliosis.. Howevert i n  t h e  forward f l e x e d  p o s i t i o n ,  there- w a s  o n l y  
minimal  prominence of t h e  l e f t  ribcage.. T h e r e  w a s  no i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  
t h o r a c i c  kyphos i s  n o r  any e v i d e n c e  of spasm, There were no areas of 
l o c a l i z e d  t e n d e r n e s s  t o  p a l p a t i o n -  N e u r o l o g i c a l  examinat ion  of t h e  upper  
e x t r e m i t e s  r e v e a l e d  normal  deep  t endon  r e f l e x e s ,  motor power and s e n s o r y  
p e r c e p t i o n .  

Radiographs of t h e  c e r v i c a l  sp ine .  r e v e a l e d  no ev idence  of f r a c t u r e r  
d i s l o c a t i o n  oc d i s c  s p a c e  narrowing.  

Radiographs of  t h e  t h o r a c i c  s p i n e  r e v e a l e d  no  ev idence  o f  . f r a c t u r e ,  
d is locat ion,  d i s c  s p a c e  narrowing or: s c o l i o s i s -  

I have reviewed t h e  material forwarded t o  m e  and n o t e  t h a t  t h e  Emergency 
Room r e c o r d s  o f  E l y r i a  Memorial H o s p i t a l  i n d i c a t e .  t h a t  Mr- Wonder w a s  
treatea i n  tha t-  f a c i l i t y  on July 7 &  1983, a day after  t h e  a c c i d e n t ,  The 
impress ion  of t h e  examining p h y s i c i a n  was "Acute cervical s t r a i n" ,  T h e r e  
is n o t h i n g  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  were symptoms o r  p h y s i c a l  f i n d i n g s  
r e f e r a b I e  t o  t h e  t h o r a c i c  s p i n e .  

I n  h i s  r e p o r t  of October 10, 1983, D r .  Perng describes h i s  t r e a t m e n t  
between J u l y  11, 1983 and August 3, 1983- H i s  d i a g n o s i s  w a s  "Acute. 
c e r v i c a l  Strain*= 

I n  h i s  l e t t e r  of October  20 ,  1983t D r ,  Se l t ze r  d e s c r i b e s  h i s  t r e a t m e n t  
between August 16, 1983 and September 15, 1983, A t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  
i n i t i a l  examinat ionr  approx imate ly  f i v e  weeks a f t e r  t h e  a c c i d e n t r  t h e r e  
were symptoms and p h y s i c a l  f i n d i n g s  r e f e r a b l e  t o  t h e  c e r v i c a l  s p i n e .  D r .  
Seltzer does  n o t  d e s c r i b e  t h e  p h y s i c a l  f i n d i n g s  which map have- been 
p r e s e n t  on subsequent  examina t ions  p r i o r  t o  September 15, 1983- A t  t h a t  
t i m e ,  t h e r e  w a s  " c l e a r i n g  of t h e  spasm and tenderness. . . range of motion 
had now r e t u r n e d  t o  normal.*." D r ,  S e l t z e r ' s  o f f ice  r e c o r d s  do n o t  
d e s c r i b e  a n y  p h y s i c a l  f i n d i n g s  o t h e r  t h a n  on t h e  first a n d  l a s t  
examinat ions-  

I n  h i s  l e t t e r  o f  J u l y  3, 1984, Dr, Evans describes h i s  t r e a t m e n t  between 
March 2, 1984 and J u l y  2, 1984. A t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  i n i t i a l  examinat ion ,  
e i g h t  months a f t e r  t h e  f irst  examina t ion  and s i x  months a f t e r  D r .  
Sel tzer ' s  l a s t  t r e a t m e n t ,  Mr. Wonder had symptoms r e f e r a b l e  t o  h i s  neck 
and l e f t  shoulder .  Dr, Evans d o e s  n o t  d e s c r i b e  t h e  p h y s i c a l  f i n d i n g s  
which may have been p r e s e n t  i n i t i a l l y  or on subsequen t  examina t ions-  He .  
makes a d i a g n o s i s  of  " C e r v i c a l  and  t h o r a c i c  m y o f a s c i t i s " ,  b u t  t h e  b a s i s  
f o r  t h i s  d i a g n o s i s  is u n c l e a r .  

I n  h i s  l e t te r  of  March 30, 1984, D r ,  Fernando d e s c r i b e s  h i s  examinat ion  
oE t h a t  date. He i n d i c a t a a  & hiatory "o€ numbneers i n  the finger8 s i n c e  
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a n  a u t o  a c c i d e n t  in.  J u l y  of 1983"- ( T h i s  h i s t o r y  is n o t  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  
records. of t h e  o t h e r  t r e a t i n g  p h y s i c i a n s . )  He observed " k y p h o s c o l i o s i s ,  
which is a p p a r e n t l y .  . s econdary  t o  t h e  a u t o  accident a c c o r d i n g  to. t h e  
p a t i e n t ,  as  h e  s a y s  h e  w a s  n e v e r  crooked like t h i s  before*- .There w a s  
a l s o  some decreased s e n s a t i o n  i n  t h e  g l o v e  and s t o c k i n g  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  
a g a i n  n o t  c o n s i s t e n t l y " .  E l e k t r o d i a g n o s t i c  s t u d i e s  were performed and 
t h e s e  were normal-  D r .  Pernando*s.  f i n a l  impress ion  on March 30t 1984 was 
n o t  confirmed by t h e  e l e c t r o d i a g n o s t i c  s t u d i e s *  

Based on t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  available t o  me, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  Mr.< Wonder was 
involved'  i n  a v e h i c u l a r  a c c i d e n t  on J u l y  6,'1983 and t h a t  h e  s u s t a i n e d  a 
c e r v i c a l  s t r a i n .  T h e s e  i n j u r i e s  p robab ly  r e q u i r e d  some t r e a t m e n t  i n  t h e  
immediate post: a c c i d e n t  p e r i o d  f o r t  a s  noted  abovet  by September 15, 1983 
h e  was d i s c h a r g e d  from D r .  S e l t z e r ' s  carec 

A t  t h e  t i m e  of t h i s  examinat ion8 Mr, Wonder had symptoms referable to. h i s  
c e r v i c a l  a n d  t h o r a c i c  spine, .  As- noted  above, ' t h e r e  is n o t h i n g  t o  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  h e  s u s t a i n e d  a n  i n j u r y  t o  h i s  t h o r a c i c  s p i n e  i n  t h e  
a c c i d e n t -  His p o s t u r i n g  a n a  l i m i t a t i o n  of c e r v i c a l  motion a p p e a r s  t o  b e  
v o l u n t a r y  i n  n a t u r e ,  for t h e r e  is n o t h i n g  on r a d i o g r a p h i c  examination t u  
i n d i c a t e  any  traumatic or c o n g e n i t a l  a b n o r m a l i t y  of t h e  c e r v i c a l  s p i n e .  
Moreover8 e l e c t r o d i a g n o s t i c  s t u d i e s  performed a l m o s t  a year a f t e r  t h e  
accident weLe normal. Thusr I b e l i e v e  t h a t  Mr, Wonder h a s  no permanent 
d i s a b i l i l y . , d i r e c t l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  a c c i d e n t  of J u l y  6/ 1983, 

Very t r u l y  y o u r s t  

DBB/anm: 

Dennis B.. Brooks, M.D: 


