
Mr. Terrence J. Kenneally 
595 W. Broad S t r e e t  
E ly r i a ,  Ohio 44035 

Dear Mr. Kenneally: 

I am w r i t i n g  to ycu a t  t h i s  t i m e  i n  regards to Stacey L i t t ,  
who I saw for consul ta t ion  and eva lua t ion  on Apr i l  27, 1990. 
At t h a t  t i m e ,  she r e l a t ed  t o  me a h i s t o r y  of' .being involved 
i n  a notor vehic le  accident  on Saturday, March 12, 1988. 
She was s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  back sea t  of an a u t o m b i l e  driven by 
another  person. 
s e a t .  
t h e  ca r  i n  which s h e  was r i d i n g  was h i t  on tine f ron t  left 
s ide .  
She was no t  wearing a seat be l t .  

She was on t h e  passenger s i d e  of t h e  back 
The a u t o m b i l e  was e x i t i n g  from Beachwood Place and 

She c l a i m  t h a t  he r  f ace  and/or head h i t  something. 

The next  day, due t o  t h e  %ever i ty  of h e r  i n ju ry"  s h e  was 
seen a t  Huron 3oad Urgent Care Center on Mayfield Rcad. 
t h a t  t i m e ,  she was complaining of her  l egs ,  r i b s ,  neck and 
jaw. 
s l i n g  or s p l i n t  f o r  he r  shoulder and s h e  was t o l d  to t ake  
Advil for t he  discomfort. 

saw on Monday. 
She was t o l d  to see he r  d e n t i s t ,  D r .  S teve  Hochmn, as  her 
mouth was hur t ing  and s h e - ~ a s - c ~ ~ l - a i n i n g ,  according t o  t h e  C 

_record of Cle le f t  t e m p K c i b u l a r  . joint  area.  
' t h a t  s h e  had some'abili ty t o  open and cl;se her  jaw but she  
claim it was not normal. 
a s p l i n t  for h e r  which shS wore over  t h e  next  s i x  weeks, 24 
L ~ ~ U 1 3  a cky GY haw 

.*.-.A ~**nnp G r Y -  ,;ai.?r. She c la im t h a t  t h e  s p l i n t  d id  
qot help.  

A t  

She r e l a t e s  t o  me i n  he r  h i s t o r y ,  t h a t  they gave he r  a 

1 
Y' t? ,L  // 

She was r e f e r r e d  t o  her  l oca l  
physician who is D r .  Richard Bloomfield, who s h e  subsequently ' ?', ; 

/i-" 
2 -$. &+ She was advised t o  keep ice on h e r  shculder.  
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She claims 

Her b i t e  was O.K. and h e  did mke 

--- 

1- -. 1 -- 

I n  t n e  beginning of May, 1988 s h e  was r e fe r r ed ,  by a f r iend ,  
to D r .  Edward Ruch. She t o l d  him s h e  was having earaches and 
discomfort.  H e  took x-rays which included arthrograms i n  May I ,il.$& - 
of t h a t  year  and apparently a diagnosis  of b i l a t e r - 1  
t empor orrandi bula r joint  a i  f f icu  It ies was obt a i  n e d x u g u s t  
1 ,  D r .  Ruch ca r r i ed  out su rg i ca l  recons t ruc t ion  of both t h e  
l e f t  and r i g h t  temporomandibular j o i n t s ,  a f t e r  which she  s a i d  
she  d id  feel b e t t e r  but no completely. 
s h e  had h e r  wisdom t e e t h  remved as s h e  was being prepared 
f o r  surgery "to m v e  the  lower jaw forward". 
or thodont ic  appl iances placed i n  January 19,  1989 by Dr. 
Marc F r i e d  and had orthodontics c a r r i e d  out  p r i o r  t o  her  

.I 

J k q ! b c L  [ 

I n  December 1988 

She had 



a- thognathic  surgery which was then ca r r i ed  out  i n  August of 
1989. 
Apri l  15, 1990 and now she wears a r e t a ine r .  

Xer ort'nodontic appl iances  were f i n a l l y  removed on 

She s a i d  t h a t  she  feels b e t t e r  now (April  27, 1990) but s t i l l  
has pains sometirnes a t  night  or a t  t h e  end of t h e  day and 
once i n  awhile  i n  t h e  morning upon awakening. She says t h a t  
it could be, " s l i g h t l y  stiff  i n  her  jaw". She is not t ak ing  
any pain medication and sometimes does awaken a t  night  with 
some discomfort and c l a i m  t h a t  she only massages her jaw, a t  
t h a t  t i m e ,  wi th  no ot'fler treatment.  Sfle s a i d  it does not 
happen very of ten ,  every s eve ra l  weeks. 'inere is no evidence 
of s t i f f n e s s  and a l s o  no locking of her jaw. 
has ,  "a closed lock1', but not very of ten.  Some discomfort on 
yawning is not iced.  She c l a i m  she  has no earaches, takes  no 
medicines, no limitations of m t i o n  and claims t h e  only t h ing  
she  cannok do is e a t  carmels but she r e a l l y  has no food 
l i m i t a t i o n s  a t  a l l .  

She says she  

Examination a t  t h i s  t i m e  revea)s a Clqss I jaw re la t ionsh ip .  
She is a b l e  to open her  .nouth 34-36mm,) s h e  has good motion 

pro t rds ive .  She does c la im to have some tenderness on 
palpat ion a t  t h e  lef t  temporomandibular area  or p reaur icu la r  
a rea  extra- oral ly .  
opening and c lo s ing ,  t he re  is no c l ick ing ,  popping o r  
snapping a s  evidenced by s te thoscope examination. 
speakin-examination- is wiLh. iz~w~~~&-- i rn i . -  I d i d  
a z o  eva lua t e  t h e  hard and s o f t  t i s s u e s  of the  o r a l  
s t r u c t u r e s  of the teeth, which appeared t o  be i n  a good s t a t e  
of r epa i r .  The vermill ion borders, buccal rmcosa, tongue and 
p a l a t e  a l l  seem to be wi th in  no rm1  l imi t s .  
b i l a t e r a l  a syme t ry  of the f a c e  and jaws and good alignmenc 
of t h e  midline between t h e  upper and lower jaw. 

throu@ right and lef t  l ace ra1  c of tlle'mndible a s  well a s  

There is slight crackl ing on the  left ,  

P&k&m&y 

She has good 
- 

s tored  t o  A t  this- I f e e l  th is p a t i e n t  I 

t h r o u h a h t e ~ t e , , o ~ , d Z ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ T ~ t  a s  w e l l  - 
r thodont i  c agp l i a n c e - t ~ a p ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ o g n a ~ h ~ c -  

uru- - It is evident from researching t h e  
documents t h a t  were provided t o  me t h a t  Stacey L i t t  did have 
p r e e x i s t i n g  temporomandibular problems as  revealed i n  D r .  
Ed Ruch's h i s t o r y  of present  i l l n e s s  t h a t  was d i c t a t ed  on 9- 
15-88, " the p a t i e n t  is a 14 year old whi te  female who had 

The 
p a t i e n t  had complained of progressive,  increasing pain and 
l imi ted  range of motion of her jaw. 
h i s tory_ofc l ick incrU~intswhi&--s igni f iCanf ;13T-  
aggravated following involvement i n  a motor vehiele-  cG_cident. 
The p a t i e n t  has been t r e a t e d  conservat ively without 
reso lu t ion  of h e r  symptons." Again, on a h o s p i t a l  char t  
dated May 10, 1988, consul ta t ion and impressions "patient 
having problem f o r  pas t  6 months, SYmpt0m-S CraCIcing and 
popping with  some pain,  pas t  three m n t h s  increased sjrmptoms 

\--_been followed i n  t he  o f f i c e s  of Dr. Alperin and fiuch. 

The patiah-bad_a_ 

.--------IC 



headaches, ea r  h u r t s  on exam, no redness,  e a r s  c l e a r ,  c a r  
accident  March 12, 1988. Car h i t  d r ive r  s i d e ,  passenger 
backseat of ca r ,  r i g h t  s i de ,  l e f t  neck pain". This was i n  

s i t u a t i o n  which was r e l a t e d  t o  an abnormality 
/May of 1988 with a previous s i x  month h i s t o r y  of t h i s  
i 
i of occlusion and s k e l e t a l  jaw r e l a t i onsh ip .  Based on t h e  
L p r e - e x i s t i n g  d i s ea se  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  p a t i e n t  would 

/ I I / /  
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orthognathic  surgery and t h e  su rg i ca l  r e m v a l  of her  impacted 

\ 

have required a minimm of or thodont ic  t rea tment ,  

wisdom t e e t h ,  it is poss ib l e  t h a t  t h i s  acc ident  d id  cause 
increased aggravation to t h e  temporomandibular jo in t s  but 
c e r t a i n l y  t h i s  pathological  s t a t e  was presen t  before  t i e  
mtor vehic le  accident .  The prognosis f o r  t h i s  young woman 
a f t e r  he r  recons t ruc t ion  and proper pos i t i on ing  of her  
s k e l e t a l  deformity, is a good one, with min im1 l imi t a t i ons  
or f u t u r e  d e f i c i t .  

I f  a f t e r  reviewing th is  repor t  you have any quest ions  or  
comen t s  p l ea se  feel free t o  contact  me d i r e c t l y .  

Charles A. BabbuAh, D.D.S. 

CAB /m j n  


